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dowed, for the advancement of the
Kingdom of God. Fach and all
should set an example worthy the
emulation of the younger members
of the (Church, an example whose
influence shall be felt for good in
whatever sphere he might be lubor-
ing in,

All meu are cnotitled to a testi-
mony of the divinity of this work;
and it is the exception to find aman
connected with it who does not pos-
sesy that testimony., [t is Lecause
of this testimony that exists in the
hearts of the members of this
Church, that the ilder, in his
weakness, is enabled to go forth to
the unbelieving world as a preacher
of the Gospel; it is the couscious-
pess of this testimony burning in
his heart, and of his duty to his fel-
fow man, which sustains him iu re-
sponding to the call that is made
upon him. Amnd although weak ino
and of himeelf he feels strong in the
Lord, and promises in confidence
and greal assurance to all who
believe in him as a messenger
of salvation, the witnessa of Lhe
Holy Spirit which should reveal to
them the mind aad will of God and
place them in possession of the same
testimouy w hich he himself posesses.
After manifesting to each other and

to the world our faith iv Ged, in-

thus leaving all that was near and
dear and facing a cold and unbe-
lleving world, and after witnesging
so remarkably the convincing power
of God poured out upon those who
believed, our testimony, do we, on
returning to the common duties
of life at home, show by our ex-
ample that we are consistent with
our missionary life, and that our
coutluct and the spirit that pervades
us are in keeping witlr the light and
kpnowledge we Losssss?

I believe thatno individual should
pin his fuith to any man, but that
each and every membher of the
Church should possess the light of
heaven for himself, and live in such
a way that no one can houestly find
fault with him. Can we hope that
our little ones will grow up to be-
lieve in the principles of the Gospel
unless we teach them by example?
I do uot think we can, by a simple
professiou of faith, cenvimce our
childreu of the truth of the Gospel:
our lives must be in keeping with
our profersions. I realize that none
of us is perfect, that we are weak
and linble to err; but 1 do believe
that we can become more united and
that we should labor more diligently
for the advancement of the King-
dom of Qod than we are doing at
the present time.

There Is a disposition growing
among the Latter-day Saints to do
n8 we pleage, asking no questions of
any ohe. where you will and
thig apirit is diseernible; and corres-
pondingly a lack of euergy and de-
sire to labor for the upbuilding of
the Kingdom of God is oticable.
Wheu an individual has received
the light of heaven, and has had
the plau of salvation made plain to
him by the inspiration of the Holy
Bpirit, an:l peglect to nurry out to
the utmost of his ability the coun-
suls of the Almighty, the lot of that
man is far worse than that of him
who never received the light and
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who pever heard the Gospel. If
youand I gain information in any
given direction and we make po use
of if, such iuformation can be of no
bencfit to us. The svoner we as
Lattor-day Saints awaken to the full
realizution of the fact that it is by
our own individual effort that we
will gain the Llessings of God, that
there is no living being except our-
selves who ecan aid us in gaining
exaltation; the gooner we become
sensille to the fact thut every labor
we perform wili be crediteu to us,
and that every time we fail to per-
form our duties devolving upon us,
we posgessing the ability to do them,
it will be recorded againstus—the
sooner we realize this the guicker
we will awaken to renewed dili-
gence in keeping the command-
meunts of God. We are told that if
we do not improveupon the talents
we are in posscssion of, they will be
tuken from ug and given to hini
that hath more and improves upon
them. If we posgesses knowledge
to de good and we put forth no ef-
fort in that direction, we will be
under condemnation in the sigh! of
God, because He will hold us re-
sponsible if we do not improve the
tatents with which He has endowed
us.

[ have just had the privilege,
in ¢onnection with one of the
brethren, of visiting-ihe Bannoock
Stake, in ldaho. 1 wasvery much
interested,indeed,in conversing with
the Lrethren of tflab region, and to
learn from them their political status,
[ remember in my bovyhoo 1 lstening
to the servanta of Gf)d preach that
the duy would eome when the liber-
ties of the Latter-day Baints would
be taken from them; and [ retmem-
ber reading some of the sayings of
the Prophet Joseph Smith to the ef
fect, thatone by one the safeguards
of ¢ivll and religious liberty would
be taken away and trampled under
foot. I thought this very strange,
eapecially at that time when I had
commenced to read the Constitution
of the United States, and to appre-
ciate the enthusiasm that such read-
ing inspires one with. 1 could not
then conceive it possible Ghat the
A merican nation could be guilty of
taking away from ita citizens rights
which the revolutionary fathers
gacrificedd their all to establish on
this taud, But when I was in
Idahe [ found there was ahsolutely
no liberties guaranteed to the people
called “Mormons,’? except it be the
liberty of paying taxes—and the
liberty of dying, 1 believe. “No
Mormons need apply,”? is the latest
uiict by the school commissioners.
You wili nieet people up there who
settled in Bingham County when it
was generallf undemstood the eli-
mate of that place was too cold to
mature grain; and within the past
four or five yeurs some four or five
thousaud of our prople have gone
there and suhdued the soil and made
it habitable and productive; snd
those people are permitted to pay
taxes; they are also allowed to edu-
cate their children, but are deunietd
any voiece in the selection of the
school tencher; in fact. no man cau
have a Leacher’s certificate unless
he satisfies the commissioners that
he is nof{ a *“Mormon.”

have so construed the law
in [daho, infamous as it is in every
respect,that o man cannot withdraw
from the “Mornion®* Church. Al-
though the law containing the test
oath, which was passed rpeeially
against the “Mormon?’ pevple, is
elenriy uncunstitutional, thie people
are unable to help themselves. 1t is
another ease of the man in the
stocks, with which story you are all
familiar, Wheu [ left 1daho I wag
fully satisfied that as far as that
place was concerned the words of
the PProphet Joseph S8mith had met
with literal fulfillment. I wouder
if the frumers of that law can belicve
there is apny haud-dealing of God
connected with il? Would it eon-
vinpe uny man living that Joseph
Smith was & true prophet? None
will believe 1t except the Latter-day
Saints. This people have looked
forward for such things, and they
nave lived to eee them come about.
It is strictly provided that no ez post
Jacto law shall be passed. Bul this
has been done; and it requires no
very great foregight on the part of
the Latter-day Saints fo be con-
vinged that Lhe prophecies are

being, and are about to Le
fulfitled. It has been advo-
cated that the ““Mormounr” le

not ullowed to enter public lands.
While we have expected wnd looked
for measures to be adopled curlail-
ing and even depriving the Baints
of their libertivs, at the same time
the thought of such a state of things
is not ¢aleulated to fill us with de-
light, much less to actually be
obliged to endure such things. It
is not a pleasant thing, to suy the:
least, for people to go into n new
country and subdue it, and have
their liberties and rights thus taken
away. It is nota pleasant thing to
have one’s avowed enemies teach
one’s cbildren, and plaut in their
hearts the seed of infidelity and un-
belief. One of this class of teachers
reninrked, on the opening day of the
sehool:  **We will not have prayer
offered in our school; if we knew
how to pray aml to whom to pray,
we might, but as we don’t, we
won’t.”?

I had great pleasure in the dedi-
catory services of the KEighleenth
Wari schoolhouse; and I earnestly
pray that the example set by that
ward inthis respect will he imitated
by other wards, and that before
many years sueh schools will be
common in all the Stakesof Zion.
It is a Juty we owe pur children to
see that they get an cducalion; but
the education of the heart—eduea-
tion in the Gospel, a testimony of
the plan of salvation—I1s the founda-
tion that we should lay in the breast
of byery chilld. Statistics show that
in the New England States, where
they pride themselves on the high
standard of education they have
reached, and justly too, the per-
rentage of illiteracy is low cr inside
the prison walls than outside. And
why is this 80?7 Because they edu-
cate the brain at the expense of the

[ teart, aud leave God out of
the question; the eternal parg
of man is neglected. Notwith-

stauding the growth of education in
the United States has been remark-

They | able and phenominal, yet there has



