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JENSON'S TRAVELS. would have been a more direct route. I| Saturday, August 17th, I boarded

LETTER NO. XXV.

Monday, August 12th. I accompanied
Mr. Henry T. Moltke, Llye manager of
the Nausori plantation, on a horse back
ride through the sugar cane fields, by
which means I obtained a better knowl-
edge of cane raising than I ever had be-
fore. Hundredsof people were at work
doing the various kinds of labor as-
sociated with the cane cuilture. Several
small incidents occurred. One man was
slapped by the manager for not doing
his work properly. A woman laborer,
who claimed to be sick and unable to
work was ordered sent to the hospital;
and another one who claimed to have
been insujted by the foreman and came
running aflier the manager crying and
telling a strange tale of woe,was ordered
back to work as her story was not be
lieved, Mr. Moltke told mie that inci-
dents of that kind happened niore fre-
quently on Mondays than any other day
of the week, as many of ihe people,
atier having rested on the Sunday, were
loath to return tu their work again.
Well, taking everything into considera-
tion | can not say that I admire contract
labor. Tlie quesition naturally arises,
what are these people but slaves during
the five years of their indenture? Thetr
bodies are certainly not their own dur-
ing that length of time. They are also
subjecled to harsh treatment; the only
excuse given for which isthat they could
not be controlled without it; that they
are incapable of appreciating kindness,
and would become absolutely useiess as
laborers on piantation, if they were
trealed with that consideration which is

enerally extended to white people

heir intelligence, I was Intormed,
could not be appealed to successlully, as
all they teared was corporal punishment,
which by the way, is not allowed by law.,
I took dinner with Mr. Moltke, whose
wile.is a New Zealand colonist, born of
English parents. *

Tuesday, August 13th. I spent the
day writng and conversing wilh my
friends at the Nausori mills about Utals
and the ““Mormons."’ Both Mr. Thiele
and Mr. Wilson, whose puest I was dur-
ing my sojuurn on the Rewa river, are
both 1ntelligent men. Mr. Thiele’s
family is in Sydney, and Mr. Wilson is
unmartied.

Wednesday, August 14th. I lelt weak
from a violent billious attack from which
I had suffered during the night, in con-
sequence of which I gave up a walk of
twelve miles which I had contetplated
across the country from the milis to
Suva; and I hired a boat instead to take
me by waler. We tied the boal toa
steam launch, which sailed ten miles
down to the Lancala bay, from where
my hired Indian rowed me two miles
across the bay tothe peninsula upon
which Suva is situated, leaving me to
walk about three miies to the town. On
my arrival at Suva I was disappointed at
finding that a circus had just arrived,
which had bro%en into an arrangement
made for me to lecture thatevening al
the Mechanics Hail.

Thursdayv, August isth  The steainer
Qvalau, one of the Unjon Steamship
company's boats, arrived at Suva from
Samoa en-route tor New Zealand, via
Tonga. As a number of our Elders are
laboring on the Tongan group at the
Fresem tinie, 1 decided to take passage
or New Zealand via Tonga and Samoa,
instead of going to Samoa first, which

spent most of the day perusing literature
on Fiji and writing. I also paid another
visit to the Fijian quarters occupied by
native officers and employees of 1he
government, where I had been once be-
fore and renewed my acquaintance with
some of the leading chiels and promi-
nent men to whom I briefly explained
the principles of the Gospel as we be-
lieved them. I especially interested my-
selt in Khadava Levu, the grandson of
xing Hakobau, previously mentioned,
who promised me that if any of wur
Eiders should be sent to Fiji, he would
be kind to them and endeavor to pave
1he way for them to the nalive popula-
von. The white inhabilants in Buva as
a rule are not religiouslv inclined lhike
the whitesin Honoiulu, their sole objeci
in life seems to be wealth of this worid;
ror can I give them credit for much
hospitality.

In perusing a *handbook on Fiji,”
published by the government, I find that
the Fijian Archipelago was discovered
on the sth of March, 1643, by Abel Jan-
sen Tasman, who, however, does not
appear to have found anchorage. More
than a century later Captain Cook
sighted the south-eastern part of the
group. He was followed by Captain
Bligh, who passed through the group in
the Bounty's launch (1785,) and Captain
Wilson, of the Duff, in 1797.

It i8 possible that some of the naviga-
tors of the seventeenth century, who
sailed from South America and were
never heard of again, may have visited
the group,and during the eighteenth
century there must have been occasional
intercourse between the natives and the
S.anish; but the islands remained
practically unknown until 1804, when a
party of escaped convicts from New
South Wales settled dowi among the
nauves. These were lollowed by tra-
ders Im 1835, a small settlement of
whites was established a1t Levuka on the
istand of Ovalau; and others settled
down amony the natives in various parts
of the group. Im 1855, the American
government having passed a claim for

,o00 against the chiet Cakobau,

nakombau,) which he was quite un-
able to meel, and the justice ot which
he never admitted, the leading chiefs
offered to cede the islands to England,
on condition that the claim should be
satisfied The commissioners reported
uniaverably, and the offer was refused
{1861.) ln 1871 a Constitutional Govern
ment was es}ablished by the Europeans
for the “Kingdom of Fiji” under Ca-
kobau as King, but it broke down in
1873, owing to the opposition of the
seltlers in outlying districts; and in 1874
the chiels formally offcred to cede the
islands 10 Great Britain, and sovereignty
was proclaimed by Sir Hercules Robin-
son, G.C. M. G., Governor of New
South Wales, on the 23rd of September,
1874. A year later the administration
was assumed by Sir Arthur Gordon, the
first Governor.

Under letters patent, dated 17th of
December, 1880, the island of Rotumah,
lying between 12°and r5° S, latitude,
was, on the petition of the chiels, annex-
ed to he Colony or Fiji.

Friday, August16th. The Ovalau did
noi sail today, hut will leave tomorrow.
Mr. A. M. T. Duncan, agent of the
Union Steamship company, kindly pre-
sented me with a tree first-class passage
from Suva, vla Tonga and Samoa, to
Auckland, New Zealand,

the steamer Ovalau, and sailed from

Suva, Fiji, at 1145 a. m. The ship tak-
ing a southeasierly course, we were
soon out of sight of Jand. The wind

blowed hard and directly against u., and
the sea rolled high; hence the unpleasant
sensation which tu me meant the next
thing to sea-sickness. There were a
large number of passengers on board,
most of whom were excursionisis [roni
New Zealand on a pleasure trip to the
tropics. During the nighit we passed the
island of Matuku on our right, and
Totoya on our leit, both nelonging to
the Fijian group,

Bunday, August 18 . I arose from a
somewhat dwsturbed nights est, at 7:30
a m., just as we were passing the island
of Kabara on our left or larboard side.
At 11 a m., we were sailing opposite the
island of Vulaga; and a little later we
passed the islands of Ogealevu and Ogea
Driki, all on our left, which were the
last of the Fiji Islands we saw on this
voyage. At noon the ships log, read as
follows: Latitude 19° 15' 00’/ 5., longi-
tude 178° 28’ oo’ E. Disiance [rom
Suva 200 and to Vavau 260 nautical
miles The wind blowed heavily against
us all day, and most of the passengers
lailed to show up on deck

Monday, August 1gth. During the
day I made the acquaintance of the
captain and several ol the ship's officers,
as well as a number ol the passengers,
with whom I conversed freely about the
*Saints” and their doctrines.” At
o'clock we could see land ahead which

roved to be the wel; known volcano
island Lati, which on "account of its
heighth {1790 feet} is a noted land mark
for navigalors. The island is about ten
miles in circumference and the mountain
sides are clad in a beautiful green, the
tropical foresi1 covering the slopes trom
the steep and rocky coast to the summit
of the crater. The island is situated in
latitudle 18° 35° S; and longiiude 175° 167
E. Early in 1854 a new volcano sudden-
ly broke oul witn great violence on this
island On the night ol the eruplion
the loud roaring was heard by the peo-
ple at Lipuka,sixty miles distant. From
the shores of Navau, thirty miles away,
an immense pillar ol smoke was Seen
during the dav; and at might the fre of
the volcano was dislincily visible The
fall of dust and ashes was so immense
that the light of the sun was thoroughly
ohscurect for several days. The fine
dust peneirated even into the closed
houses whiclt were from thirty to torty
miles away to such an extent as to spoil
the meals that the people were cating.
Aithough frequented often by natives,
who go there to gather cocoa-nuts, there
were no people on the island 3t the time
of the eruption; hence no lives were lost.

We passed Lati at 10 o’clock p. m.
and even alterwards the outlines ot the
1slands known as the Vavau group could
be seen toward the eastern honzon, At
5 o'clock p. m., we entered the channel
leading to the harbor of Neiafu, passing
b2tween two precipltous rocky islets
that seem to stand as sentinels gver the
sea gates We skirted the Vavau coast,
having the towering cliffs of Monga Lafla
on our lefl, and the isiand of Huga on
our right Upon doubling the headiand
of the former the natural formation and
exquisite beauly ol the harbor began to
uniold to our view,] have seldom i ever
seen a more beautiiul coast than this
one. Behind lay the small islands of
Huga and Niuababu or Nalpapa, shut-



