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O)n the death of Fitder Exra T. b’f‘j"’"'.b’
Elder WIL FORD WOODRUFF, de-
rvered in the New Taberna fe, Salp
Lake City, Sept. LA, 1889,

KEPORTED BY DAVID W, EVANS,

[ am called upon this aftlernoon to make
«me remarks upon the life and death of
pieother Ezra Taft Benson, who has been
wuidenly taken out of our midsé,—from
time into eternity .

[ have long since considered it unneces-
sary to make any excuses for pcrformlng
m_vv.lutv upon any oceasion in publie; but
{ thero is any position where a man might
have doubts about satisfying his own mind
w the minds of his friends, perhaps it is on
wiy oceasion like this., It is well known, at
lcast to the Latter-day Saints that the elders
of [srael rise to speak without any written
wrmon or preparation of any kind, Many
Leen engaged,the greater portion

war lives, in preaching the gospelto the
world, and on every oceasion we depend
Lar nssistance and preparation upon the
“pirit of Gexl.  This is my position this al-

win. I rise before you with no prepared
sermon, and with no paficular principles
that I have settled in my mind o address
vl npon; depending, as on all occasions,
upon the spirit of God and the faith and
prayers of my friends, This dispen-
Providence

and I

i ws have

<=Aalion ol CRAUS¢R Me many

presuma it Is the

r!':!t'l'l.'-llq;

e with every Latter-day Saint pres-
ent. In the first place I will ask the
ijuestion what pesition did Dro. Benson
cenpy while in the flesh, and how many
have ever held the same position on the
tao of the earth. The worids contained in
tho Tth verse of the 3o« ehapter of the pro-
phecies of Isainh are brought to mry mind,
While eontemplating the great work of

ilding up the Zion of Gol in tha [ast
lays i says

Il yo Deaatiinl upon the ivGRiaiue are tLEe
----- f nm that Driagethh oot Ladings, thal
» 1 " R tnet Dringeth g sl Ludinge

d priulisheth sa'vablo il sl
anto Jloa, Thy tod reigaett !’

W hat position can any man occupy on the
wer of the oarth theat Is more noble, tiod-
ke, high and glorious than to bhe a messen-

gor of salvation unto the human family?
What more responsible position can a man
than to be an apostlo of the Lord

Jesust'hrist?®

I o not know of any in this
v airy other generation. The thought also
wrises in my mind how many individaals
have over held this position on the earth?
[ find in the history recorded in the Bible,
trom the days of Adam down through the
different dispensations and generations,
that prophets have existed on the earth,
\dam, himself, was a prophet and he or-
Jained his sons to the Melchizedek priest-
hood; the gos pel of Christ was taught to him
ofter the Fall and he attended to the or-
dinances of the house of God. Ho wasa
high priest and, as a high priest, held the
koys of the Kingdom of God, There were
many sons who were high priests, having
been ordained to this oflice by their father
Adam. Three years before his death he
villed together Seth, Enos, Jared, Cainan,
iahaleel, Methusaleh and many others of
his descendants in the Valley of Adam-Ondi-
\hman,and there rose up and blessed them
with his great and last patriarchal blessing.
'his bas been given to us by revelation;
and these men were prophets and high
priests.

Tracing down the sacred history through
the diffesent ages and dispensations we
lvarn that many prophets existed among
the children of men. Moses was a law-
giver in Israel and held the office of a
prophet, seer and revelator. When I say
that many prophets have existed, it proba-
biy needs some qualifiestion. The aumber

' persons thus honored of God has not
been many when compared with the whole
7l the people who have lived; but in every
gompel age and dispensation God has had
[lis prophets and servants upon the earth
to make known His will to its inhabitants,
in the days of Moses elders were chosem,

as His counselors; and seventy elders were
ordained to bear record of the things of

viod and to assist Moses in the work to be
performed in his day; but we do net read of
aposties being chosen under Mosos's dis-
pensation. Jesus tabernacied in the flesh
io establish the Kingdom of His Father up-
on the earth, and when he was thirty years
of age he went forth administering in the
ordinances of the house of Geod,and he
vhose twelve (A posties to assist hi™ and he
rave to them the keys of the Kiagdom of
vuxl.  And the highest office that any man
has ever held on the fsce of the earth in thas
or any other generation is that of an apos-

We read that God set in His church flrst,
tpostles, then prophets, evangelists, pastors,
trachers, gifts, graces and helps; and the

lice of an apostle entitles him to hold the
heva of the Kingdom of God; and what
» binds on earth is bound in heaven, and
¥hat he looses on earth is loosed in heaven.
'he history of the Twelve whom Jesus
vhose is ) to be found in  the New Tosta.
ment; within the lids of that book their
ravels, the course they pursusd and
the doectrines they tanght are published

to the world. Nearly the wholeof them

wealed their testimony with their blood.
Some were crucified as their master was;
“ome were beheaded; and all except John
sauffered martyrdom in some way for the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus
‘brist.  This was the fate of the first quor-
uin of&m“mmhmg
Afler the death and resurrection of the

phites, the descendants of 2 aud Lem-
uel, sons of Lehl. In that record we find
that Christ, after Iiis death and
tion, visited that branch of the house
rael which dwelt on this continent. On the
occasion of that visif weare infbrmedthat
Jesus chose Twelve Apostles sad to
them the same power, keys, gifis
ces that He had given to His aposties on
the castern continent; and they went forth,
and magnified their callings. All of this
quorum of the Twelve Aposties had the
promise of departing and belng with Christ
when they were seventy-two years old,
exeapt three of them. To these three Jesus
gave a promise similar to that which He
gave to John the Revelator,—namely that
they should tarry in the flesh until He
came. History informs us that the wicked
tried to kill John in various ways, placing
him, on one occasion, in a cauldroa of boil-
ing oll, but hialife was preserved; and"that
finally in the reign of Domitian Cweser he
was banished to the Isle of Patmos te work
in the lead mines, While there he was
blessed with visions, revelations, kno™.
ledge,light and truth, a porliion of which we
have recorded in what are called the Reve-
lations of St. John. In the reign of Nerva
John was recalled, and afterwards wrote
his episties. The first quornm of Aposties
were all put o death, except John, and we
are informed that he still remains on the
carth, though his body has doublless un-
dergone some change. Three of the Ne-
phites, chosen here by the Lord Jesus as
His Apostles, had the same promiseo—that
they should not taste death until Christ
came, and they still remain on the eagth
in the flesh.
Thus we have an ascount in the Bible
and Book of Mormon of but two quorums
of Twelve Apostles being chosen previous
to this dispensation; but in these last days
the Lord called upon Joseph Smith, gave
him power and suthority to organize His

church and kingdom again upon the
carth and gave him the Holy Priesthoold

and tho keys of the kingdom of God. Jo-
seph was ordained to the apostleship under
the hands of men holding the keys of the
kingdom of God in the days of Jesus,—
namely, Peter, James and John,

[ shall not oceupy time with entering
into the detalls ofthese things. I have re-
ferrecl to them to show the importance of
the oftice held by Brother Benson. He
wnas a member of one of the three quorums
of Aposties that have ever been chosen on
the face of the earth since Jesus Christ tab-
ernaclied in the flesh, that we have any
knowledge of. The first chosen when Jo-
sus commenced his pablic lab ra in the
flesh; the second after his resurrection,
here on this continent, and the third, since
the revelation of the gospel In our own day.
Here we find only thirty-six men, chosen
at various times and dispensations, in six
thousand years, to hold this order of priest-
hood, unless they were chosen in the days
of Faoch and at times in which the Bible
does not inform us, This number has been
increased, however, by others who have
been chosen to fill vacancies in these quo-
rums, as in the case of Judas, and othors;
but it Is safe to say that the entire number
who have held this office from thedays of
Adam until to-day has been very limited.
As to the number of inhabitants who have
dwelt on the earth during that period it is
a pretiy difficult matter to form any correct
idea 'n _.relatiown to it; I donot think that
any statistician could tell this to any de-
gree of correetness, It is a kind of a given
point in these Jdays to say that the popula-
tion of the earth is about a thousand mil-
lions, and that this num ber pass away every
generation. It Is also estimated that about
three generstions pass away in a centary;
thisgives three thousand millions in a cen-
tury,thirty thousand millions in a thousand
years, and one hundred and eighty thou-
sand millions in six thousand years, —
about the period that is supposed to have
elapsed since the creation of man upon the

earth. Whethoer these statistics are any-
thing like correct it is not of much impor-

tance to discuss; butllh.ﬂl important re-
flection, that Brother Benson, who has been

associated with us 50 many years, is one
of the chosen few, of all the immense num-
bers who have dwelt omn the face of the

earth, who have been galled to hold the

are the feet,"” &e. w
I will say that in while at-
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Christ who were to preach the gos-
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of those over him, I look forwsrd wi
great joy to bis reward. He is the first
man ia the Quorum of the dev:‘ who, for
the last forty years, has had the privilege of
dying a natural desath; for most of the
aposties who ever tabernacled in the flesh
have died as martyrs. Woe have bad two 1n
our quornm who bave died thus, besides
our prophet and patiiarch. Trae, they will
receive a martyr's crown, so will a!ll men
who are trus and faithful uuto death and
lay down their lives for the work of God
and the test mony of Jesus Christ,

Brother Henson has died among his
friends;he had not been in pain or suffering,
orendured a lingering sickness, Thank God
he died in the harness and has gone home
to receive his reward. Duaring the time he
has been a member of the church he has
been on many missions. I will here re-
mark, without entering into details, that
at the time the Saints were driven from
Illinois to this land, he was ealled upon
and sent east, as one of the agents of the
ehurch to prove the eastern country,—our
Puaritan fathers and friends In New Xog-
land, after we had been driven from our
homes, munlr{. and the graves of paren
wives and children, to see if thev woul
stretch out sheir hand to assist us while in
the wilderness, IHo labored faithfully on
that mission, visiting Boston and other
leading New England cities, calling for
contributions to help the poor, the widow
and the father'ess who were, in a measure,
in a state of starvation in the wilderness
after having been driven from their homes
in the midst of an inclement winter. I be-
lieve ho got fifty dollars. If he had gone
into Missonri and split rails by the day I
gueas he would bave made conside e
more money in the same time. But never
mind! He was faithful on his mission, and
retarned faithful, and continued so from
the commencoment of his career as a Lat-
ter-day Saint until the day of his death.
I rejoice in this, and it is a consolation to
his family, and to all Israel to know
that he has been true and faithful to
his ealling. When I contemplate and res-
lize that the little time spent here in this
mortal life will fix and mould our destiny
for all the endless ages of eternity I try to
wre-lb:!m what manner of men we all ought

I have traveled a good deal with Brother
Elouon undhh"a been acquainted with

m, as you have, a good many years t,
and I can bear this mtImony’o¥ hlm,p—.-:w
has always been ready and willing to la-
bor in either temporal or spiritual thin,
Here on this road he labored faithfully
during the past year in building a han-
dred miles of the railroad; he and those
mhtelclltwuhAl:‘imhﬂnhh‘ﬁ their job with
punctuality. these w
untiring industry and pernnv‘:nnoe of the
man.

This is the way with all of us. We are
all ealled to labor in temporal and spiritual
things in buildiog up the kingdom of God
in these last da ¢ have 10 preach the
gospel to the children of men; we have to
warn the nations of the earth, We have
been called to do this; this is the command
of God to the elders of Israel. In obedience
to this they shoulder their and
without purse or scrip, travel the world
over to declare to the children of men the
words of life and salvation. In doing this
they swim rivers, wade swamps and en-
dure much toil and privation. During the
last thirty-seven years of my life I tra-
veled ome hnnd,nd thousand in
obedience to this command. It will be well
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; in the midst of
this contention he did not know which to
Join. Whileia this state of uncertaioty he
turned to the Bible, and there saw that pas-
sage in the epistle of James which directs
him that a wisdom to ask of God, He
went into his seoret chamber and asked the
Lord what he must do to be saved. "The
Lord heard his and sent His angel to
him tha: all thé sects
were w and thatthe God of heaven was
ook e ey A g <
his an qu IR&N P

of Isaiah, und Jml’nh and told this
young man that they were about to be tul-
tilled nmong the nations of the earth; and
be also Lold bim that if he would liston and
render obedience to the commands of God
he should be an instrument in the binds of
u;e Lﬂ-ﬁti: in establishing His kingdom upon
the earth.
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tion and muech instruction in the things of| to for the dead who have not heard the

God. e
his fither and rome of his
few others, but he had no suthority to
reach or adwminister in the ordinances of

he hounse of God. Because, as the
Korophot bas said, *No man taketh this
por unto himself except he be called of

taaght some of these thi to 1, from
bmthm?n.d a (i".i:;htm

lndrl;z“ is finished.
B ren and

ed by the
we have

us go to

before

the St A% Gz ke

of Brother Benson, and if
ing to do let us do it. Let
to our ordinances, then

God as was A N , In er-| when wWe to the spirit world and meet
aron 0 man any gen with "0 = they

ation, has ever had authority to pre.ch the
gospel of Jesus Christ unless he was called
by revelation. You may read the history
o{lll the prophets and apostles from the
creation down, and tuey have all received
the boly priesthood under the hands of God
or lnﬁ or under th~ hands of men who
have held this autho:ity. It was so with
Josoph Smith. He could not find anybod

who possessed this authority, and he call

upon the Lord to know what to do, and the
Lord sent John the Baptist, who was be-
headed for his religion. John heild
the Aaronic priesthool, and he came
and ordained Joseph Swith to the same
priesthood. This gave him power to ad-
miunister in some of the ordinances of the

of Christ, He could baptize for the
mnp!:lnlon ot‘dna, tut could not lay on

hands for the gift @f the Holy Ghost., The
Lord alerwards sent Peter, James, and
John, who held the keys of the kingdom in
their day and generation upon the nﬁ
and they ordsined him au aposile,
sealed upon his head every key, power and
blessing, and all the authority which they
exercised in their d-g'l._

This is the aﬂﬁn the suthority of the
the Latier-day ts; and from day

Egosﬂo-, namely, faith in the Lord Jesus
rist, repentance of sin, ba for the
remission of sin, then the laving on of
hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost.
These were the doctrines taught by the
ancient apostles, and the si that followed
believers anciently follow tbhem in our day.
Said Jesus, when sending His aposties
forth, to preach:

1“G9 yo into all the world and preach the gos-

with all men who are faithful in the per- | Pors whai belteves and 1+ baptized, shall be
formance of these duties. Brother Benson -3: bns.:.o that au:-th -u:d'.h.fl Le
never performed a mission or any other | dsmned.

duty but what he will rejoice over

and so it will be with us all. 'I'hnrom
of the faithful will amply repay them for

all the labors they ever performed or for

the privations they have endured. No la- | they

bor we have ever done that has hel to

promote the and well-bein
our fellowmen will go l§

ther nnnwu-d“ od. ro-

being with
his family in that is in the flesh, he
may be with them In spirit, is privileged

to m ‘-'_i‘tlh his brethren who have
?.Hohn ‘and the lfmflbm lIt:l apostles
of former days. e mingling with
them. They bave ﬁnhbodl.ﬁrwckh
the flesh, 8o has he, He has boen suddenly

called away from his labors but his works
will follow him,
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may God grant for Christ’s sake,
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No. 14, L.a Salle Strect,
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LINFORTH, KELLOGG & RAIL

ssors 16 L B. Benohiey & Os.)
*

IMPORTERS AND JOBBERS OF'

and German .

HARDWARE,

MINING TOOLS,

Now, 2aud 5 FRONT STREKET,
Near Markel

SAN FRANCISCO.

a5 &

TOBN. DIXON & BAVISSON,

IMPORTERS OF

FANCY GOODS,

PO(K ERY,
STATIONKRY
PERFOMERY
M nl,m (;: ERY GOODS,
A
EM IDER'ES
WHITE mﬁ‘:‘%
LINEN HANDKERCH'FS
HOSIERY .
GENTW FURNISRING QOODS,

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

E HAVE OFFICES IN MANCHESTER
and Paris, where a Tresiient pariner
maxes m.‘ ally the parchases ut;u::‘:r.m'"::.
the ADIAZES WE POKKERR -
:l::l- un;cunﬂa “ﬂ\ul.:,"’,ir:';m ﬂ‘l:n
tire personal atiention we epared
execula any order in oar line with be :h

our patrons, f

Joo. M. Millikin,
Sacramento, tan Frauncisco

MILLIKIN BRO'S.,
60 and 62 K Street, Sacramento,

WHOLESALE GROCERS,

Importers of all descriptions of CHOIOE
JAPAN TEAS,

epnts for Heme Mutmal Fire and

l:!ln Tnsnrance Company.
JIT3-u

ADAMS, MENEILL & CO.
Wholesale Grocers,
. F & 96 "l(:N'l‘ NT., COR, u

. and all ki }
SUTTER, BACON, HAMS, LARD kinds

WINES, LIQUORS, TOBACCO, TEAS, QUICK-
BILVER and FUSE.

MAIN & W

=
LEATHER  WAREHOUSE,

214 AND 216 BATTERY BST.,
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