
which he likens to a little alone cut out ofphiUsi, tho descendants of ephland Lcm-ne- L

sons of LehL " In that record wo find
TUE"EVENING J.IHS:

mlnglo with the Gods until after the resur-
rection perhaps it is not for me to say. He
has gone home to receive his reward. What

cloud or reflection it brings to the mind 1

speaks lu loud language to every apostle,
prophet, elder and saint of God, and - to
all the inhabitants of the earth, Bo yo also
ready!1 That Is what it saya to all men.

you have anything to do, any work to

Sain lav-- - We have been called to warn this
gen eration; we understand the signs of the
times and know that tho Judgments of God
are at hand.' Ifwe had not been faithful to
our calling ahdr mission, the "Lord would
have raised up another because the
set time is at hand for Iiim to establish His
lnKgdom. f Hi r .' U i : ' f i

There are one or two ideas more I wish to
refer to, with regard 1 to ; the mission of
Christ. That mission did not end when He
was crucified. When that event took place
we are told that Hia body lay in the tomb
for three days, and that His spirit went to

reach to the spirits in prison, which some-im- e
were disobedient when the long buf-

fering of God waited In the days of Aoah,
while the ark was preparing. Jesus went
and preached to them in the spirit that they
might be Judged according to men in the
flesh. Here Is a principle of which the
Chrlstian world know-nothin- g and which
has been revealed. to us in our own day.

namely, preaching the gospel of life and
salvation to the spirits of those who pass
away without irenderlng obedience there-
unto. Nearly eighteen hundred years have
passed away since God had a church upon
the earth. In that time about fifty-fo- ur

thousand millions of human beings have
passed awav without the gospel. , Are they

the mountains without hands, which grewand Increased in size until it filled the whole
earth, ; Daniel said this kingdom was to be
an everlasting Idnornvr--"-" r--rr r.-r - - :

Well, brethren and sisters, yon and I
have lived to see the dawn of tho great daythus referred to by the prophets, in which
the God of heaven has set U is hand for the
last time to establish Ills kingdom upon
the earth: a kingdom not to bo overthrown.
but to remain until Bin, Satan and the
power of .the devil are banished from the
face thereof; and until, as the prophets have
said, the kingdoms or this world anau De-co- me

the kingdoms of our God and His
Christ. ', '-

;-
-

?;

This day we have lived to aeo. TAis taber-
nacle, this congregation, and the multitudes
through the valleys or the mountains art-th- e

fruits of this work. How did it com-
mence? It commenced by an angel of God
flying through the midst of heaven and
visiting a young man named Joseph Smith,

the year 1827. That was the time of a
great awakening among the sectarians of
the day, a day of revivals and protracted
meetings, when the people were called upon

Join themselves to the sectarian churches.
This young man looked around amid the
the confusion among the different; sects,
each proclaiming the plan of salvation dif-
ferently,

to
and each claiming it was right and

thst all others were wrong; in the midst of
this contention ho did not know which to
Join. While ia this state of uncertainty he
turned to the Bible, and there saw that pas-
sage in the epistle of James which directs

in that lacks wisdom ti ask or God. He
went into his secret chamber and asked the
Lord what he must do to be eavedi The
Lord heard his prayer and sent His sngel to
him, who Informed him tha: all the sects '

were wrong, and thattheGod of heaven was
about to establish His work upon the earth. I
This angel quoted many of the prophecies

Isaiah, and Jeremiah and told .this
young man that they were about to be ful-
filled among tae nations of the earth; and
he also told him that if he would listeo and
render obedience to the commands of God.
he should be an instrument in tho hands of
tho Lord in establishing His kingdom upon
the earth.

These visit were repeated from time to
time, during which Joseph received revela-
tion and much Instruction In the things of to
God. He taught some of those things to
his father and rome of his brothers and a
raw others, but he had no . authority to

i reach or administer' In the ordinances' of
he house of God. Why? Because, as the

prophet has asid. "No man taketh this
houor unto himself except he be called of
God as was Aaron.' No man, in any gener-
ation, has ever had authority to pro .ch tho
gospel of Jesus Christ unless he was called
by revelation. Yon may read the history I
or all the propheta and apostles from the
creation down, and tLoy have all received
the holy priesthood under the hands of God
or angels, or under th hands of men who
have held this authotlty. It was so with
Josoph Smith. He could not find anybodywho possessed this authority, and he called
upon the Lord to know what to do, and the
Lord aetit John the Baptist, who was be
headed for his religion. John held
the Aaronic priesthood, and he " came
and ordained Joseph Smith to tbo same
priesthood. This cavo him power to ad
minister in nomo of the ordinances ot the
gospel of ChrUt. He could baptize for the
remission or ains, tmt could not lay on
hands for the sift as tho Holy Ghost, The
Lord afterwards sent l'eter, James, and
John, who held the keys of the kingdom in
their dsy and generation upon the earth,
and tbev ordained him an apostle, and
sealed upon his head every key, power and
blessing, and all the authority which they
exercised m their day.

This is the origin of .the authority of the
tho Latter-da- y Saints; and from that day
until the present the little stone out out of
toe mountain nas been growing.' - Tne
Church was organized on the 6th of April,
1830. with six members, and the elders im
mediately went forth, one here and another
there, bearing testimony and preaching the
doctrines the aogei maae xnown to Joseph,and some few, out of many, have received
and obeyed the aame. This gospel is the
the same as that tanirht by the ancient
apostles, namely, faith In tne Lord Jesns
Christ, repentance of sin, baptism for the
remission of sin, then the laving on of
hands for the reception of the iloiy Ghost.
These were the doctrines taught by the
ancient apostles, and the signs that followed
believer anciently follow them in our day.
Said Jesus, when . sending lit apostles
forth, to preach:
10 ) io Into all the world and preach the got--ml

to every creature.
.

-- H Uiavl tllTM and t baptised. bll be
saved ; bat be ibat beilevetn nut thai be
damned.

"An-- I tnese iUdi shsl nj.mr loom thst be--
Hv In "T name u-- r ahall east outeviu;shall apeaa wiih new tonue;fney snail take up serpenu; aod If they,t.4MW anel A I thine it shall haI . hvwt

tbr so" 17 hands on the aide, and they shall
rT,rAll these gifts and frraoes were promised
by Joseph and the early elders of the
Church, just tne aame as oy tne ancient
Apostles: and this la the testimony that
every elder has borne from that day until
the present. Has the Lord backed up this
testimony? He has. . Ail, of the Twelve
who have labored abroad,and we have been
dolnpr so, more or less,thlrty or forty years,
traveling hundreds of thousands of miles,
have made this declaration. I have preached
to millions of my iellow-me- n in my own
and other countries; and I and . the other
apostles, as well as hundreds of elders td
this Church and Kingdom, have all made
the same proclamation, to kings, princes,
presidents and rulers and to the Inhabit-
ants of the earth wherever we have gone as
far as we have had an opportunity and have
had the privilege of openlnsroar months.
We have borne tho aame testimony to all,
namely, that all who would receive onr
testimony and obey the gospel ahould re-
ceive the Holy Ghost, Would we havo
dared to go forth and bear this testimony If
we had not known this was the work of
God No, there is not a man on the face of
the eartn who dare ao is nnaer may ewer
rlrcnmstanceavfor his hypocrisy and decep
tion would aoon nave been apparent toe
very first man thai received .his testimony
would have proved, it, Could, we have
trathered our hundreds of thousands from
the nations of tho earth if we had been de-

ceivers, and had preached false doctrines?
As the spoetle saya, "Bnt though we or an
angel from heaven preach any other gospel
unto yon than that which we have preached
unto yon, let him be accursed.' No, we
should have had no success; we might have
preached false doctrines until we were grey,
or as old as Methuaaleh. but if we had. we
should never have seen Utah, this taberna-
cle or theso valleys of the mountains." But
the Lord - backed up our - testimony." and
tens of thousands, throughout this Territory
and in" the ..world, , .who .xeceiyed it,
can bear record- - tMt they have re
ceived the IIoly.GhoWnd the revelation
or Jesus Jarit,ana. that tne guts ana grace
of the gospel have folia wed them. "

This Church is organised exactly as It
was ancifmly, with apostles, prophets,
pastors, teacUera, gifts, helps ; and govern- -

phets? Do all have the guts of healing, or
do all speak. with new tonguesT . Wo, but
all these gina and odecs are in the caurch,
and, as the aposUs. gays, , they sure, placed
there for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ, and for the
rverfecting of the Saints until we are come
io the nnity of the faith, to LLo knowlevla of
the Son of uod and. to tho fadneaa of the
stature cf& man In Christ Jesus. That is
what thevare riven torjuxd they are needed
Just as much a they ever were in any gen-
eration. Bnttho TTCrli r.- -s beta without
these blciair.r-- s and wanderiE in carkness
for nearly t :'"htva , centiirlea. . . 2 the
Lord baa raised up apoopia to establUh Ills
irirpm er th iim f 3T2TL datiOU ' S3 SH- -

that Christ, after His death and'resurreo-Uon,TisIb- d a
that branch of tho hooso of la- -' It

rael which dwelt on this continent. On tho
occasion of that Yialt, we are In&rmed that
Jesus chose' Twelve A poetics and gave to If
them the same power, keys, gifts and gra
ces that Ho had given to Ilia apostles on
the eastern continent; and they "went forth,
and magnified their calling.' All of this
quorum , of tho Twelve Apostles had the
promlso of departing and being with Christ
when they irero seventy-tw- o years old,
except three of them. To theso three Jeans
gave a promlso similar to that which lie
gave to John tho Ilevclator, namely that
they should tarry in the flesh until lie
came. History informs us that the wicked
tried to kill John in various ways, placing
him, on ono occasion, in a cauldron of boil-

ing oil, but his Ufa was preserved; and that
finally in the reign of Domitlan Cseser he
was banished to the Isle of Patmoa to work
In tho lead mines. Vhllo there he was
blessed with visions, revelations, kno---
ledge,light and truth, a portion of which we
have recorded in what are called the Reve-
lations of St. John. In the reign of Kerva
John was recalled, and afterwards wrote
his epistles. Tho first quorum of Apoetles
were all put to death, except John, and we
are informed that he still remains on the
earth, though hi body has doubtless un-

dergone some change. Three of theNe-phlte- s,

chosen here by the Lord Jesus as
His A pontics, had the name promlso that
they should not taste death until Christ
came, and they still remain on the earth
in the fleh.

Thus wo liavean account in the Ilible
and Hook of Mormon of but two quorums
of Twelvo Apostles being chosen previous
to this dispensation; but In theso last days
tho Lord called upon Joseph Smith, gave
him power and authority to organise His
church and kingdom again upon the
earth and gave him the Holy Priesthood
and tho keys of the kingdom of God. Jo-

seph was ordained to the apoatleship under
tho hands of men holding the keys of the
kingdom of God In tho days of Jesus,
namely, Feter, James and John. .

I shall not occupy time with entering
into the details of theso things. I have re-
ferred to them to show tho Importance of
tho ofllce held by lirother Benson. He
was a member of one of the three quorums
of Apostles that have ever been chosen on Ithe face of tho earth since Jesns Christ tab-
ernacled in. the flesh, that we have any
knowledge or. The Arst chosen when Je-
sus commenced his rmhllc lab ra In the
tlesh; tho second after his resurrection,
here on this continent, and the third, since
tho revelation of the gospel in our own day.
Here wo find only thirty --six men, chosen
at various times and dispensations, in six
thousand years, to hold this order of priest-
hood, unless they were chosen in the dsy s
of Knoch and at times In which tho Bible
docs not inform us. This number has boon
increased, however, by others who have
been chosen to fill vacancies in these quo-
rums, as in the case of Judas, and others;
bnt it Is safe to say that the entire number
who have held this olllce from the days of
Adam until to-d- ay has been very limited.
As to tho number of inhabitants who have
dwelt on the earth during that period it is

pretty difficult matter to form any correct
idA tm .relatiou to it; I do not think that
any statistician could ten this to any de-gT- co

of correctness. It la a kind of a given
point in theso Jays to aay that tho popula
tion of the earth la about a thousand mil
lions, and that this number pass away every
generation. It Is also estimated that about
threo generations passawsy in a century;
this gives three thousand millions in acen--
tury,thirty thousand millions in a thousand
years, and one hundred and eighty thou
sand millions in six thousand years,
about tho period that is supposed to have
elapsed since the creation of man upon the
earth. Whether these statistics are any
thing like correct It is not of much impor
tance to discuss; but it is an important re--
necuon, mat urotner uenson, who has been
associated with ns so many years, is one
of the chosen few, of all the laamense num
bers who havo dwelt on the face of the
earth, who havo been called to hold the
ofuco of apostles. Well ralghC thoprophet
say MIIow beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet,' Ac.-- .. & v

I will sav that In mr bovhood while at
tending Sabbath School in my native State,
Connecticut, there seemed something glo-
rious, to me, about the apostles of Jesus
Christ who were called to preach the sroa--
pel of the Son of God to tfie inhabitants of
the earth; and I havo many times felt that
I would willingly walk a thousand miles to
see a prophet, an apostle or any man called
of Ood who could teach me tho way to be
saved; a man who held in his hands the
power of the priesthood, who could com-
mand the elements and thov would obey
him, and who could declare the words of
lifoln their truth and purity to the inhab
itants of tho earth. I aiwsvs looked nron
the llTes and missions of these men, though
despised by the world Renerally, m the
moss important ot any men whoever dwelt
in tho nesb. Jesus himself; was. colled
roaster of the boose of Belaebub, and trav
elled through a constant scene of poverty,
ridicule, persecution and amiction; yetthere was something great, (rood, crand
and glorious in the Hie of the Kavior of the
world. This was the fate of Iiim and Ills
apostles; and though they descended below
ail things they held in their hands the des
tiny and salvation, not only of that genera-
tion bat of all the human race; and woe be
to that house, nation, kintdred. tonrae or
people who rejected their words and testi-
mony, for they will rise inJudgment againstthem. .

From the days of my childhood until I
heard the fulness of the frospej, as taught
by the Latter-da- y Saints, I bad a great doairs
to lire to see a prophet or apostle, - I have
lived to see this day. I have lived to see
the church and kingdom of Ood on the
earth, with all its gifts, graces, power,
glory and dominion, revealed and organ-izo- d

by, the ministrations. of aneia from
Clod in hooves and by the revelations of
the JLord Jesus Christ. ? I have lived to see
apostles and tho fall organisation of the
priesthood ag&In ofUclatlrig In and adminis-
tering tho ordinances ' of salvation u tho
children of men. .

Brother Kara T. Benson, whose death
has occurred so nnejtpectodly, was one of
t V.o riw mMjuI In thla r!v to liir tnnilmonv
to the nations of the earth of th restoration

ha h travrlivl many
ithousanas oi mun to uo u. m
f,u ami fAithfal nnto d rath, and he will

I rm.--n cf li.'.. He has rone from
our midst to the splri world to mlngla with
k. rit. r.tMtIih hu rjreUirn wno

tMrlay

on the death ofElder EtraT Eenon, by

Elder WILFORD WOODRUFF.
riveted i the Set? Tabernacle, SaFt

Ike at? t Sept. WA, 1S.
KKI'OKIKI ItV lVII W. KVAXS.

I am called upon this afternoon to make
Homo remark upon the life mad death of
Urother Kara Taft Benson, who ha been
nfi..Mnljr taken out of oar midst, from
time intoeternitj.

I hare long since considered it unneces
sary to make any excuses for performing
my tluty upon nuy occasion in public; bat
' f thcro is any position where a man might
hive doubt about satisfying his own mind
.r the mind of his friends, perhaps It Is on
xi oi.vaon like this. It is well known, at I

IcaUto the Latter-da- y Salnts,that tho elders
of Israel re to speak without any written
vnnn or preparation of any kind. Many
..i u- - have been engaged.the greater portion
.( our lives, in preaching the gospel to tho
world, and on every occasion wo depend
t r and preparation upon tho
spirit of od. This is my position this af--t

rrvmn. I rise boforo you with no prepared
and with no particular principles

that I have settled In my mind to addrean
vott upon; t!ep4ndinjr, on all occasions.
ujon tho spirit of Hod and the filth and
praters of my friend. This dispen-Natio- n

t Providence causes me many
reflections; and I presume it Is the

iso with every Latter-da- y Saint pres-
ent. In the 11 mt place I will ak tho
question what position did Itro. llenson

ivuy while in tho tlesb, and how many
have over held the ame position on the
face of the earth. The words contained in
tho 7th, vero of the ZZiul chapter of the pro-pheci- es

of Ialah are brought to iny mind.
Whih contemplating the great work of

luilding up tho .ion of Go I in th la--d

Iav u wvv
II tat!inl upon Ittm tuouiitjtlu are Hi

f him iiwl biialh l'tlin tt-- t

,.m ' trit trlD)eth ic kt titling
of jflx
unto .i.Mi.THy t.t rattr

What .ii t ion can any man occupy on the
of the earth that is more noble, iod-hke.lo'i- rh

ml glorious than to t a metwen-i;M- r

of filiation unto the human family?
What more responsible position can a man
occupy than to l an apostle of the Lord
Jesu Christ? I do not know of any in this
or any other generation. The thought also
arise in my mind how many individuals
have over held this position on the earth?
I tind in the history recorded in the Iilble,
I torn the days of Adam down through the
different dispensations and generations,
that prophets have existed on the earth,
Adam, himself, was a prophet and ho or-
dained his sons to tho Melchlzedek priest-hoo- d;

the gospel of Christ was taught to him
:ifter the Fall and he attended to the or-
dinances of the houso of God. Ho was a
high priest and, as a high priest, held the
keysofthe Kingdom of God. Thore were
many sons who were high priests, having
leeu ordained to this ofllce by thoir father a
Adam. Three years befora his death he
ailed together Seth, lino, Jared, Cainan,

Mahaleel, Methusaleh and many others of
his descendants in the Valley of Adam-Ondl-Ahman.a- nd

there rose np and blessed them
with his great and last patriarchal blessing.
This has been given to as by revelation;
and these men wero prophets and high
priests.

Tracing down the sacred history through
the different ages and dispensations we
iarn that many prophets existed among
the children of men. Moses was a law--
HWer In Israel and held tho oQco of i

lropuet, seer and revelator. V hen I aay
that many prophets have existed, it proba
My neeils some qualification. The number
of persons thus honored of God has not
tvn many when compared with tho whole

f the people who have lived; but In every
tfonpel ag and dispensation God has had
His prophets and servants upon the earth
to make known Ills win to it Inhabitants.
1 n. the days of Moses elder were chosen,
as His counselors; and seventy ciders were
ordained to bear record of tho things of
Viod and to assist Moses In the work to be
performed in his day; but we da not read of
apostles being chosen under Moos's dls
pensation. Jesus tabernacled tn the flesh
to establish the KlngdonTof Ills Father up
on the earth, and when ho was thirty years
of age he went forth administering In the
ordinances of the houso of Ood. and he
.'hose twelve ;Apostle to assist hlt2,and ha
irave to them the keys of the Kingdom of

Jod. And the highest ofUce that any man
has ever held on the face of the earth In thrs
r any other generation Ls that of an anoa-- I

I
tie.

We read that God set In Ills church first,
ftpoatios, then prophets, evangelists, pastors,
teachers, gifts, graces and helps; and the
otiice of an apostle entitle him to bold the
Wers of the Kingdom of God: and what
W binds on earth Is bound in heaven, and
what he looses on earth Is loosed lnheaven.
he history of the Twelve whom Jesus

those is J to bo found in ' tho New Testa
went; within tho lids of that book their
trarels, the, course they pursued and
the doctrines they , taught are published
to the world. Nearly the whole of them
sealed their testimony with their blood.
-- uio were eraemeu as tneir ma&ter was;
some were beheaded; and all except John
affered martyrdom in some way for the

word of God and the testimony of Jesus
' brt. This was the fate of tho first quor--
ulu or AposUes we have any history of.

Aier death and resurrection of tho
ior, when He ministered tn nuniPles the bast time on earth, He Informed

that He had other aheep not of this
waom 110 was going to visit and mln

unvo. The Itook f nrft t- - .
'et-or-d of the descendants of the IIoum nfIsrael . w .
iently. :

AtgiTeausthehlatory of the Jar--Uites... no cam from the Towr nf n,i.::ai Umilj, who came from J.

Jaa. Unforth, S. B Bait,
?
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perform that is of consequence to yourselfor inenas, living or aeaa, uo icIa there any sorrow or mourning in my
heart with regard to tho departure of
Brother Bensonr ; I would rather follow a
thousand apostles and prophets to the graveand see their lifeless remains deposited in
the dark and silent tomb, than aee ono man
who has tasted tho good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come make
shipwreck of his faith, lose his crown and
go to perdition. I havo had more sorrow
in seeing men, with whom I have traveled
and preached the gospel, turn from the
truth, commit wickedness and lose their
standing in the Church, than overall the in
faithful Lai tor-da- y Saints I havo seen laid
in the tomb. 'Whon I see a man depart
who, like Brother Benson, has been ever
willing to go and come and do the bidding to

of-thos- e over him, I look forward with
great Joy to bis reward, ne is the firstmm lu the Qaoruru of the Twelve, who. for
the last forty years, has had the privilege of
living a natural uaaio; lor most or the
apostles who ever tabernacled In the flesh
have died as martyrs. We have bad two inour quorum who havo died tuna, besidesour prophet aud pati larch. True, they will
receive a martyr's crown, so will all men hi
who are tru and faithful uulo death and
lay down their Uvea for tho work of God
and the tetmony of Je-m- s Christ.

Brother Benson has died among his
friends; he had not been in pain or suffering,or endured a lingering sickness. Thank God
he died in tho harness and has gone home
to recciro his reward. During the time he of
has been a member of the church he has
been on many missions. I will here re-
mark, without entering into details, thatat the time the Saints were driven from
Illinois to this land, ho was called uponand sent east, as one of the agents of the
church to provo the eastern country, our
ruritau fathers and friends In New Kng-lan- d,

after wo had been driven from our
homos, country, and the graves of parents,wives and children, to see if they would
stretch out Ahelr haud to assist ns while in
the wilderness. Ho labored faithfully on
that mission, visiting Bodou and other f
leading New Kngland cities, calling for
contributions to help the poor, the widow
aiuu ue laiucr.vH wno were, in a measure,in a state of starvation in the wilderness
after having been drlron from their homes
in the midst of an inclement winter. I be-
lieve he got fifty dollars. If he had goneinto aiissonrl and split rails by the day I
guess he would have made considerablemore money in the name time. But never
mlndl He was faithful on his mission, and
returned faithful, and continued so fromthe commencement of his career as a Latter-

-day Saint until the day of his death.
rejoice in this, and it Is a consolation to

his family, and to all Israel in know
that bo has been true and faithful to
his calling. When I contemplate and rea-
lize that the little time spent here in this
mortal llfo will fix and mould our destinyfor all the endless ages of eternity I try to
realise what manner ot men we all oughtto be.

I have traveled a good deal with Brother
Benson and have been acquainted with
him, as you have, a good many years past,and I can bear this testimony of him, he
has always been ready and willing to la-
bor in either temporal or spiritual things.Here on this road he labored faithfully
during tho past year in building a hun-
dred miles of tho railroad: he and those
associated with him finished their Job with
punctuality. All these things show the
untiring industry and perseverance of the

This is the way with all of us. We are
all called to labor in temporal aod spiritual
things in building up tho kingdom of God
in theso last days. We have to preach the
gospel to the children of men; we have to
warn the nations of the earth. We have
been called to do this; this is the command
of Qod to the elders of Israel. In obedience
to this they shoulder their knapsacks and
without purse or scrip, travel tho world
over to declare to the children of men the
words of life and salvation. In doing this
they swim rivers, wade awampa and en-
dure much toll and privation. During thelast thirty-seve-n years ofmy life I hare tra-
veled ono hundred thousand miles in
obedience to this command. It will be well
with all men who are faithful In the performance or tnese duties. Brother Benson I
never performed a mission or any other I
rtntv but whit h will riniM I

andsoit be n all I
7rr.i iL ThewrcwVd

f.lle fltiral Awl11 mply repay them for
st.ll th A lAraf1) fnAV AVoF nasnvmAyl eV l

the privations they have endured. No la--1
bor we have overdone that has helped to I

promote the happiness and well-bein- ir of I

our fellowmen will go unrewarded. Bro--1
tner Benson, to-da- y, instead ofbelnc with I

his family in Logan, that Is In the flesh, he I

may do with them in spirit, is privileged I

to mingle with his brethren who bare I
rone before, Joseph, llyrum, Darid, Par- 1

ley, Ueber and the prophets and anoatlea I

ui turuivr uajrs. no IS mlngllnsr with
them. They havo finished their work In
the flesh, so has he. He aboen suddenly I

... . . ...IT.. A a r n f 1 m -
vau.tju mj iiuui him Mugn put A1S WOTKS
will follow him.

I wish to speak to my friends, a little,with regard to the position which we occu-
py as Elders of Isael, and as the church and
kingdom of Qod upon the earth. I feet lm.
pressed to do so. I do not know that I wlah
to aay a great ueai more with regard to
Brother Benson, ills labors are before na
and the world, and they are before God and
angels. I am satisfied with them and I do
not X now who is not who was acquaintedwith him. I wlah, now, to aay somethingwith regard to the organization of this
Chorch aod the position occupied by Joseph
Smith, Klder Benson and the ar ostles and

We are living in a very Important age, an
age In which preparations are making for
the second coming or the Messiah to reigna thousand years upon the earth with ills
Saint. The scriptures of the Old and New
Testament will never be fulfilled nutll this
comes to pass. An angel cf Qod. the llere-lat- or

John Informs us, was to fly through
the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach to them that dwell on the
earth, to every . nation, kindred, torae
and people, sayics with a loud voice,--! car
Ood and give glory lo Him, for the hour of
Ills Judgment is come, and, worship Ulm
who made tho heaven, the earth, tua seas
and the fountains of -- water. Yon may
take op Isaiah and all the prophets, and
you will find that they refer to this latter-da-y

dispensation, when the Kingdom of
Qod should be established on the earth.
There never was a prophet, from Adam
down, whose records wo have, bnt bad his
eye upon this great dispensation of the last
days. When the Lord created the earth lis
placed men upon it, and though the power
of sin has entered it, it has not been left by
the Lord to go at random. In Adam all
fell, or died, but in Christ, tho apostle says,
all are made alive. Oar worthy President
has oAen said, when speaking upon the
prevalence of sin in this world, that one of
the greatest honors and blessings ever con-
ferred on tha sons of men, was to come and
dwell in the flesh In a sinful world like this.
amid the power of evil, temptation and
darkness, that they mlht have tha privi-
lege of overcoming them and of Inheriting
eternal life, which is the greatest gift of
Ood. All the prophets have foresee a the
establishment of the Kingdom of Qod in tho
last days; they have seen Zlon pass through
all her travail and persecution to her final
triumph, when she possessed great glory,rower and dominion onon the laud of
Joseph. Daniel saw the Kingdom of Qod,

perish because they lived in generations
when God had no church on the earth?
No. they will be preached toby men who
tro into tho sDlrit world, who hold the keys
of the Kingdom orQod,' and tha ordinances
ofvlhe house of -- God! will be . administer
ed to them by their descendants and friends
here on the earth. -- The Apostle Paul evi-dentiy.h- ad

his mind on. this, subject when
hasay$,rwhy tnenareiuiey nspuzea mr
the dead If the dead rise not?" t i '

I do not know'how fully Brother" Benson
has attended to the work for hi dead, but

know that --he has .worked, hard, for the
llvinmand when he cos luto tho spirit world
and meets with those for whom he has been
haptized and been the means of liberating
them from prison In the spirit world, what
Joy be will have! And It will bs o with
otners. Ana wis wors; ot. aaminisieringthe ordinances of tho houso of God to the
dead, I may say, will require the jwhole of
the miuentum,witn Jesus at meneaai tne
resurrected dead to attend to it. The ordin
ances of salvation will have to be attended

for the dead who have not heard the gos-ne- l.

from the dava of Adam down before
Christ can present this world to the Father
and sayvIt is finished.", ? ; , ?

Brethren and sisters, let us be aamonisn- -
ed by the death of Brother Benson, and if
we have anything to do let us do iL Let
us go to and attend to our ordinances, then
when we go to the spirit world and meet
with father, mother brother or sister they
cannot rise up and accuse us oinegugence.

have attended to the ordinances for a
great many of my friends, and I want you
to do the same, so that when .we get to the
other aide of the, vail we may look back
and' be satisfied. This power has been
placed in the hands of the Latter-da- y Saints,
then let us go forth and use it forfcthe salva-
tion of the living and tho dead. With re-eardto-the

unbelief of the : world, it will
not make tho truth of God without effect.
These ordinances have been revealed to us;
we understand them, and unless we attend
to them we ahall tall under condemnation.

I rejoice in the work of God and I rejoice
to live in this day and ago of the world.
I want to live as long as 1 can do good; tmt
not an hour longer than I can live in fel-

lowship with the Holy Spirit, with my
Father in heaven, my savior, ana wiin tne
faithful- - Latter-da-y Saints. To Jive any
longer than this would be torment and
misery to me. vvnen my wont . is uuue
am ready to go; out l want to ao wnac is
required of me. The gospel is the power
of God unto salvation to all who believe,
both Jew and Greek. . Let us be faithful,
keen our covenants, do our duty, and at
tend to ail the ordinances of the gospel as
fares we can both for ourselves and our
dead. When we have done this we shall
be satisfied. I pray that God may bless
you; that He may bless the apostles who
dwell on tne eartn; mat ins power may
rest on tho presiding .Twelve, the Seven-
ties, the High Priests, the Bishops, Elders,
Teachers and Deacons, and all Who have
entered Into covenant . to keep Hia com-
mandments. 1 Let ns be faithful and we
shall obtain our reward; we shall overcome
and obtain' eternal life and a crown of
glory If we magnify our calling by living
the religion which we have received, which
may God grant for Christ's aakr. Amen. .
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