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ount. The payment of
?gfl::‘;?i “$M the satisfaction of the
agreement on the part of the emp"}-""
ers. To make claim beyond thatoi a
proprietorship of the plant 18 out of
the question. To eaforce It would be
ang:lzll))hgl.tbreakn and bloody revolts
as those which have occurred at Home-
gtead nnd Copur d’Alene Buggest the
necespity for an ad]ustlnent‘_of the
labor and oapital Igueﬂtlou, i such n
thing h= poseible. ops hue potnted
the finger of sxpectation townrd the
principle of profit-sharing hetween
the employers and employed. But we
donht a solution of the problem b'y this
menns. There is o primil coudition
that is indiapensalle—the willingness

of the capitallet, which will not be|

In the absence of the will te

secured.
it could not be legally en-
:;I:gir.m'l}ut even if capitaliste should

on this basie, there would ex-
?:ﬁer::thher formidable barrler — the
fluctuations of trade. In times of
stugnation, when establishments could
only be run at 1 loss, the maeses would
never take guietly to a situation of
that character. They would not be
willlng to share the losses as welj as
the profits. There doubtlese would be
business enterprises which could be
concucted upon this plan, hut these
isolated fuptances wonld be only drops
in the ocean of trade. Indeed the com-
plications would probably be pgreater
than under the present plan of regulat-
ing the relations of the two classes on
the principle o! aupply and demand
and according to naturs] agrevment.
We huve come to the concluslpu
that the solution of great pooial
roblems In a matter of moral satatus.
go long e men are selflash and eordid,
peace and good order “_‘Ill always! be
uncertaln and excecdingly limited
conditlons on our planet. Ino these
lines the rnce is running backward,
Just so aure as this is The case, soeure
i there trouble, strife and bloodshed
ahead. This may bs put down as a
fact. Even the situation, saitis, pre-
pents the aspect of incipient clvil war,

LABOR IN PURITAN DAYS.

BoME Enastern journalists have been
bunting up old records in relation to
labor and capital in the duys of the

ilgrio fathers. It was found that at
tEl)leg firast wsession of court held at
Charlestown, Mass,, Aug. 23, 1630,
Governor Winthrop presiding, the
following order was made:

#Tha: carpentars, Joiners, bricklayers,
sAWers An thntel’mru shall not inke
anbove two shilings (about 50 cents of onr
money) per day, nor any mau shall give
more under paln of ten shillings to taker
and giver; and that snwaers rhall not take
above 4s da ve hundred for boards at six
score to the hundred.”

1t appears that the new order did
not work well in practise, because at
the following session of the same coutt,
held March 22, 183], another order
was made which reads as follows:

At this sossion it s ordered (tha:
whereas the wages of carpenters, jolners
and other ariificers and workmen woere
ordered of court restrayned and particular
gommes) shall now be left free and ntt
libarty as men sball reasonably agree.”

It is possible that after all that has

visjion of iabor and capital, the right of
free and unrestrained contract is the
beat. And there is every reason to
belleve that the Jess interference with
the internal economy of a country the
better it is in the end. In the days of
Governor Winthrop the Stuarts con-
trolled labor, regulated prices of wares
and merchandise, suld monopolier, nnd
did other things that a too paternal
government would be supposed to do.
The Puritans of Mass. when they made
the first order were patterning them-
selves om the Stuart model, when they

abollshied that order, and Instituted |

the rlght of free contract, they were
doing whot they were expelled
from England for lnterfer-
ing in religlon and politicts.

——

ORGANIZED LABOR AND POLITICS.

In the North American Review for
July, Bamuel Gompers, president of
the American Federatlon of Labor,
has an article in relation t» trades?
unions tn the pending political cam-
paign. He sees noreason why organized
labor sbould dJiffer in 1882 from ita
course in 1876, 1880, 1884 or 1888,

It wmatters not what parly gets
Into power, the condition of the
wage worker will be the same,

Labor men will vote this year ns th:y
have always more or less done in ac-
cordance with party predilections.

Mr., Gompers, howaver, believes
that a large number of wage earners
snd working men are gradually sever-
tng themselves from party obligations,
and begining to consider directly mea-
sures pertaining to their own interests.
They are conceiving the idea that
labor is being neglected by lagislgtive
bodies while the gorporate Intlérests
and capita]l are helpg too much nur-
tured and advanced. This ia the
main reason why labor distrusts both
the old parties, It may turn to the
new People’s party, but it will soon
find outthat this too is a ¢lars organi-
zation, Belng composed malaly of
employing farmera, or as trades union
parlance would have it, “muster
‘farmers,’ the new party can have
little in common with inbor organiza-
tions, the ebjest of which is to advance
wagens and eurtail hours of labor.

Mr, Gompers admits that the farm-
ing clasees are victime of the greed
and avarice of ocorporate bodies, and
that all possible encouragement should
be given them in the fAght, But asto
fusion between wageworkers and the
People’s. party, he regards the very
iden ag absurd. The (ormer can only
Lenefit themselves by exciusive or-
ganization embracing field, farm, fao-
tory and workshop,

The American Federation of Labor,
a8 an organtzation, will be entirely in-
active in the coming campaign. Its
object 1# mainly economic indepen-
dence, tbough Mr. Gompets does not
explain what his view of that is. One
of the preliminaries to thls iudepen-
dence is the gathering of the vaat
numbers of wealth-producers,
cultura!, industrlal and commer-
ola}, Inte & grand army of
nrganized labor, and Instilling into
the minds of ils members a keener
apprecintion of their mpocial position,
and of their economic, political and
Industrial rlghts as eltizens and pro-

been said for and agsinst state super- | ducers.
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Mr. Gompers says:

#More than half the battle of labor has
already beeu won. = No really intelligent
man today disputesthe clalins of labor.
What is now needed is the means and the
power to enforce onr claim. To that end
weo are marshaling our forces, and we will
demonstra’e to the world that the de-
mands and strugples of the toiling
masges, While ostensibly and immediately
concerned with their own improvement
and emancipation, will dnvalop the possl-
bilities, grandenr, and true nobility of
the human family.**

This laborleader does not touch on
the recent developments at Homestead
or in Idaho. His paper was prepared
before these troublem got underway,
How is he to deal with the anarchistic
element within his own ranks? Labor
lendera are not making much effort to
shake'off thls anarchistic incubus. °

——

A POLITICAL EXCRESCENCE.

THE Utah Comniissioners have been
making up thelr list of registration
officers for the August election. ‘The

majority have always been unfairin
this work, for which heretofore they
bave been pald soexorbitantly. They
have never conformed to the apirit of
the law which created their office and
Jefined its duties, but have invariably
given the minority the majority of the
electlon offices, and where they could
have kept out representatives of the
majority altogether.” It appears they
have acted in a similar
manner on the present occaslon.

The Democrata were largely in the
majority In the Territory at the last
election, but the great majority of the
registration officers now appointed are
sald  to be either Republicane or
“Liberal” Republicans. The pres
amble aod resclution introduced by
Gen. MeClernand, which will be found
in another part of thie paper, waa
voted down, and also an amendment
he offered to the proposition of Col.
Robertson. The rejectlon of this
amendment le of greater slgnificance
than the votiug down of his first reso-
lution. Here Is what all the Commls-
sjoners but the General refured to be
governed by:

‘“Provided, That the political affiliations
of any person shall not begn themselves
a eause for excluding bim from appoint-
ment as a registration or election officer;
and provided further, that the Commis-
sion shail,in making sueh appointments,
act fairly and equitably 1in respect 1o the
diﬁ‘en;t,aut political parties In the Terri-
tory.

That refusal was equivalent to say-
lug that certaln polition]l sMilations
should be In themeelves a cause for
excluding a person from an appoint-
ment, also that the Commission would
would not bind itself to act fairly and
equitahly i. respect to the diflerent
political parties tu the Territory. How-
ever, thie is nothing new, but it gives
ndditional evidence that thisun-A mer-
ican body is worse than useless to
Uwnh,nnd ought to be utterly aboliahed
und casl away as an excresence upon
the body politic.

-

PaARri8,July 3].— A prominent Itslian
naval engineer has besn arrvested at
Toulon and will be at onozexpelled
from Fiance.



