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NANCE, Rockenkam Co.,
North Carolina, Sept. 24, 1894,
Your valuable sheet is ever a wel-

come visitor to all who have been gso
fortunate as to make its acquaintance,
and that too without rezard to their
location; but especially so to those of
us abroad to labor for the spread of
truth,

In perusing the columns of the
NEWS contalning recitals of incidents
connected with the early settlement of
our now peaceful vales, my mind re-
verts to many scenes associated there-
with in whioh I took an active part in
the days of my youth and early man-
bood. My mind recalls vividly many
of those scenes of violence and mob.-
cracy which resulted in the expulsion
of our people from Illinois. My par-
ents shared the common lot of the
Bainis upon that memorable oceasion,
and thence took up their westward
journey under circumstances that, to
ve fully understood, must needs have
been participated: in, One wagon did
duty for two families of ue, embracing
thirteen memberse, as far as the Des
Moines river, where we went iuto
winter quarters. Father died there,

Karly 1n the spring we resumed our
journey to Council Blufls, thence on
1o Balt Liake City, where we arrived in
the nutumno of 1850. Although but
fifteen years old, I walked and drove
loose stock for the company. Captain
Gardoer Snow, with whom I boarded,
had charge of fifty wagons, and Uncle
Joseph Young, as I remember, was in
our ten,

Io the spring of 1851 we moved to
Bpringville where I had the honor of
assisting to put in the first dam ino
Hobble Creek, and algo in plowing the
first ditch that wapped that stream, I
put the roof on the first house built
outside the old fort; enrolled In the
first cavalry company that was organ-
ized there, and always took my turn iu
guarding the people from the attacks
of the treacherous red men. 1 would
have been in the engagement known
us the battle of Little Balt Creek,fought
where Goshen wvow slands, but was
‘oruered back with several others on ac-
count of our tender years, and we re-
luctantly gave up our arms to older
solaiers. 1 was present with the Y, X,
eompany when, in 1857, it pitched ite
camp at the upper crossing of Bweet-
water, and I remained there until the
place wae vacated. R. L. Johnson had
charge of this company, but was super-
seded by Btephen Markbam,

I have spent much time on guard at
the mouth of our eanyons Lo protect
the lives and property of the people
from fulling a prey to our wily Indian
adversaries, While pursuiog a band
of depredating savages up Hobble
Creek ard across tLe mountains north
wa obtained our first view of the beau-
tiful Provo Valley, long before the
flourishing settlements now occupying
it were thougint of.

In1860 I went as one of & company
of volunleers into the head of Saapete
Valley and guarded the good people of
North Benu (now Fairview)while they
built their tort and put in their crops.
While wpon this campaign we nade
the claims and dilchea that spread the
water over Thistle Valley, and subse-

quently produced the famous meadows
for which the valley is noted.

And now, Mr. Editor, I am in the
“Sunny Soutb,”’laboring in the inter-
ests of the human family—trying to
teach ihe people the true plan of salva-
tion, We find some very kind friends
and & few who accept the (ospel as it
bhas been revealed in this dispeneation.

Ever praying for the welfare of
Zion and the spread of truth, I remain
your brother in the Gospel,

MORONI MINER.

CONFERENCE AND DEDICATION.

The morning of Beptember 29th
ushered in one more notable event Ip
the progrees of trutb, by the unitiog of
the Elders and Saints in the Massey
branch of the Indian Tezritory mission
to participate in the dedicatory ser-
vices of another house of worship to
the Liord.

At the appointed time Elder Isaac
A. Jensen calied together the congre-
gation and the services began by sing-
ing the hbymn *“We are not ashamed to
own our Lord.”” Elder J. C. Lyon
then opened with prayer, following
which was sung, ‘“What was wit-
vessed in the heavens,”’

Elder isaac A. Jensen addressed the
BSaint+ as to. the divinity of the ser-
vices we were participating in and
hoped all would impress this fact upon
their minds.

Preeiding Elder Ephraim Jeppson
then took the stand and with divinely
inspired eloquence offered up the dedi-
outory prayer. ‘1'his was followed by
the impressive hymwn ‘““Dedication.”’

An address to the Elders and Saints
of the Massey branch, Choctaw Na-
tion, written by our nighly esteemed
president, Andrew Kimball, was read
and the heartfelt words of kEind re-
membrance anpd epcouragement to
tnose engaved in the Latler-iay work
seemed to bring with them a feeling of
joy and impart in the hearis of the
listenere a firmer determinetion to
pressa onward and opward in the work
of the Liord,

The remainder of the meeting was
spent io the bearing of strong and
faithful testimonies to the authenticity
and divinity of (he Gospel of Jesus
Christ, by Elders Herman E. Camp-
bell, J. O, Liyon, R. G. Winter, E. L,
Baunders and Ephraim Jeppson. All
joined in sipging the hymn, **Come,
come ye Bainte,”” and Elder [, A.
Jensen brought the services to a close
by prooouncing the benediction.

Some few months ago Elder Andrew
Kimball, in company with Eider R.
M, Harper, established a braneh of
the Church here, placivg Elder I, A,
Jensen over the same; they aleo laid
the corner stone for the erection of a
boute of worship, and since thal time,
though many obstacles presented them-
selves to view during its constructivn,
the words of encouragement f(rom
Eider Kimball to have faith and push
onward have ripened and borne their
fruite, and pow the mists huve van-
iehed away and left standing out in
bold relief one more monument in the
cause of the latter-day work.

Much praise can be atiributed to the
Elaers of the Indian Territory arnd
Oklabhoma misslons for their liberal
donations toward the construction of
our meeting house and to Elders Isaac

A, Jensen, Jas, E, Nally and Herman
E, Campbell van much credit be as-
signed for the neat workmanship and
deligence they have exercised in its
copgtruction, Nor can the Elders ever
forget the aid and kindness of Grand-
ma Griffithe for her part in the further-
ence of the Gospel truths.

Afternoon—At 2 p. m, conference
was called to order, Elder Ephraim
Jeppeon being in charge., O My
Father,”” the opening hymn, was
sung and E, L. Baunders delivered the
opeuving prayer, after which ‘“Come
let us apew our journey pursue’ was
sung by the congregation,

Eider Herman E. Campbell then
spoke upon the mirsculous achieves
ments to be obtained in obedlence to
the laws and commandments of the
(Fospel, eiting proofs beth from the Old
and the New Testament to substantiate
tbe same. Hlder Richard G. Winter
bore his testimony to the blessings
enjoyed by the Latter-day Saints and
also spoke upon faith as a moving
power,

*Ye mountains high” was sung
and a very altentive and enjoyable
meeting was brought to a close by
Elder Ephraim Jeppson pronouncing
the benediection.

Sunday morning—At the usual time
Elder Herman E, Campbell called the
meeting to order and all joined in
singing the hymnp ‘O God, we raise to
Thee,”” Prayer by Xlder Isaac A, Jen-
Jensen; singing, *“Come all ye sons of
Zion.”?

Elder Ephraim Jeppson addressed
the assembly a8 to the import-
ance of the Goepel of the Latter-
day Saints, and the condemnation to
be brought upon the false advoocates of
religion. He also dwelt upon the
apostasy and the opening of the dispen-
sation of the fullness of times. KElder
E. L. Baunders epoke a short time in
confirmation of the remarks maue by
his brethren, and the morning services
closed by singing “O say what is
truth.”? Benedietion by Elder H, 1.
Campbell.

Atlternoon.—Elder J. C. Liyon, being
in charge, called the meeting to oraer
and the bymn “Do what isright,”’ wag
sung by the congregation; prayer by
Elder Ephraim Jeppson; sioging, “Go
ye messengers of glory.?’

Elder Isaac A.Jensen gpoke upon
the necessity of baptism for the eater-
ing lnto the kingdom of God,producing
sprapg proofs as to the proper mode
nod autbority of administering the
same, The Holy Ghost and the other
blesgings that were to follow true re-
penlance and haptism were also spoken
upon. KElder J. C* Lyen closed the
conference by giving a historical out-
ine of the ite of Jogeph Bmith the
Prophet,the organization of theChurch
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Baints
and itsrise,and dwelt upon the neces-
sity of new revelution in theee the last
days to carry out the will of the Lord,

All jolued in singing the hymn,
““Glorious things ate sung of Zion;”
and Elder Richard G. Wiater pro-
nounced the benediction,

This conference, the first one held in
this nation, is & success in every re-
spect; there has been a good attendance
and a peacelul spirit manifest through-
out, and it is pleasing tv note that at
its close two bonest souls were brought
into the fold through baptism. The
Elders will now leave for their vari-




