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THE SCHOOL QUESTION AGAIN,

THE (Cbicago paperscontain exhaus-
tive particulars relating to the school
questiou in lilinoie and Wisconsin. It
will he rem ‘mbered that the Bennett
law in the latier Btate cntered Jargely

igto polltics about three years ago.
This was a sort of compulsory educa-
lion measure embracing a provision
for the teaching of English in all
schools public,  private or parochial.
The German Catholles an 1 Liutherans
too¥ umbrage at the new law and at
once enmmwenced to agitate. Mr, Peck
& Baptist, was then at the head of a
funny paper In Wilwaukee known as
Deck*s Sun, He tvok up the side of
the Germars, and was immediately
elected Mayor of Milwaukee, The
Democratle party denounced the
Bennett law, and this brought to it
the German vote, which hitherio had
been mainly Republican. Mayer Peck
was elected Governor of Wisconsin on
the Democrstic ticket, and the State
Legisiature also became Democratic.
The Benbett law was erased from the
etatute bouke, the Reyublicans bhelping
to Upndo it as largely #s the Democdrats,
It was supposed that the Germans
would return to thelr old love, and in
the last spring electione the results
ethowed that to a certain extent they
did so.

There fo in lilincis the same
kind of law  as the Be-n-
uet  measure of Wisconsin., Fur

two years the Lutherans bave been
trying to get thie bill repealed. The
Democrais favored its repeal, butthe
Repuglicans tried to parry the issue.
Recently the drift of sentiment in the
Republican party favoreid the retention
of the Illinois law. The German
Liutherans held a coaference 1ast weck
in Chieago, and thelr Wisconsin
brethren argured them of support ino
any action taken to do away with the
obnoxiour law. The Illinois Luther-
ane reolved to suppm(t the Democratie
Earty. This means alke Wiscunsin

utherans in Democratie ranks, With
this change it ts conceded even hy Re-
publicans that Ilitnois and Wisconusio
are now Democrat ¢ unless Mr. Blaine
be made the nominee. With him it I8
thought the German defection can be
ofiset by recruits {rom other nationa!-
ities and from A merican Democrats.

Bhould this Janguage, race and
school ispue enter into the peuding
national campaign it wiil tend to com-
plicate matters in these two great
Btatea, The Germaps are a contro-
trotling force in hoth places, and as
they are very much attached to their
own language, there geems a probabiily
that Germans of all denominations will
take one side In the strugyle.

IN CREASING CALAMITIES.

THE contlnued rains and floods in
the East and ‘E&:uth are bringing dis-
aster to many farmers and trouble to
the whole nation., In one district

alone it is said that 10,000,000 -bushels
of wheat are already lost, and over a
bundred flour milis affected. The dis-
patches for two daye past make a
chaj ter ot calamity perhaps unparal-
leled in the history of the country;
homes destroyed, lives lost, valuahle
lands rerdered worthless, and com-
plete destruction of cereals and vege-
tahles in Iarge sections of country.

From every polnt of the compass
come reporis of disaster, Cyclones in
Texas, storma2 in Indiana, spnow
blockades in New England, hiight-
ing frost 1ln- lowa, all aggavgated
by fearful accidents on railroads, in
mipes, workshop and other places.

The yenr 1892 so far haa been prolifio
of cajamlities anu a feeling of dread in
looking for troubles to come upon the
earth seems to be gradually taking hold
of the inhahitants thereof,” A gteat
crizes ie at hand and the proofs are
abundant that we are nearing the
time of “‘the end.m*

THE BERING SEA COMMISSION.

THOUGH the newspapers have very
little t» say of late .about the Bering
sea business, yet the gquestion has mot
heen dropped frotn the iist of vita!
issues. On the contrary it is now in its
most important stage so far as the re-
lations of the two naticns are concern-
«d, All the details for holding the
arbitralion commiesion are completed
on the part of the United Btates, Qur
commirsioners are Justice Harlan of
the upreme Cougt and Senator Mor-
gan of Alabama. Agsociated with
these gentiemen as coubsel are K. J.
Phelps of Vgmont, J. C. Carter of
New York, afifl Judge Blodgett of the
United Btates District Court of North-
wrn Illinois. °

The latter appointment was made a
few daye ago, and completes the st on
the side of the United Btates. He will
resign bis place immediately and re-
pair to Washington where the work
will be taken up at once. The arbi-
tration treaty provides thal each coun-
try be allowed two arbitrators and
tbat three neutral powers appoint one
eiwch, The three countriea azreed to
are Italy, France and Bweden. The
meeting placa for the ¢ntire commis
mion will be Paris. Butit will take
some time bafore it meets. The com-
missioners on hoth sides as well as the
neutrsl ones are supposed to enter on
a special stu |y of the situation, asces-
tain allthe law and the particulars
from their respective standpoints, and
then meet in 8 hody and discuss the
question.

Judge Blo!gett ia periaps the ieast
known nationatly of the arhitrators on
the American side, but lu the region
of the lakes nnd Missiesippi walley his
uame is nearly as familar as that of
President Harrison. He is a native
of Maspachusetts and seventy-two
years of age. His family settled in
1linois as enr]y .as 1830. He iz a
graduate of Amherst. He com-
menced life an a echool ~teacher, then

 sAmMe manner

i —

took up land surveying and finally
adopted law am a professivn, being
admitted to the 1liinofs bar in 1845.
We have not observed whether the
commissioners on the Knglish side
have been appointed. It 1s atated,
however, that an Englishman and a
Canadian will be seclected as arbitra-
tors, .

-—— -

THE ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF
POLITICAL CONVENTIONS.

LikEe the Bpeaker of the Hosuae of
Representatives at Washington the
national convention is entirely un-
known to the Constitution of the
United Btates. ¥ But like Mr. Bpeaker,
the convention has hecome a Lational
institution, and, is ag firmly rooted as
if it had constitutional sanction. 1t
ia of necessity the outgrowth of party,
and whenever representative popular
government prevalls party does exist,
and, it is contended must exlst if the
wnvernment 18 to be retained democra-

“tig dnd pdpular,

There was no convention to namins
ate (eorge Wushington, in fact there
was no parly in I788. He was unanpi-
mously chosen President in February,
1789, ani inaugurated on April 30,
foslowing. He wap re-elected in the
in 1792, but in 1796
deciined a third term. Meanwhile
a division on party lines was going on
based on Interpretations of the new
constitution. Que party interpreted it
to mean & strong central government
with a tendency to aristocracy, the
other the exact opposite. John Adams
and Thomsas Jeflerson were the re-
aprctive leaders of these parties. In
1796 though a division of opinion
existed there were still no attempts at
party organizations, and under the
system of slecting then prevailing
John Adams was choren President
any Thomas Jefferson Vice-Presicent,
a circumeslance which In our day
would look as if in 1888 Benjamin

.Harrison were elected President snd

Grover Cleveland, Vice-President,

In 1801 the first attempt al party
nominations was made, by a con-
gressional caucus held in Philadelphia
which nominated Jeflerson and Burr
on the Republican or anti-Federal
ticket. Tne complications attending
this election caused an amendment
pertaining to presldential electurs to be
adopted. In 1804 there is nu record of
how nominations were made. but
Jefferson wus re-elected. In 1808 the
congressionnl cavcus was Agaln re-
sorted to, Ninty-four of the 186 Re
publican me nbers atiended, and
Japres Madieon was nominated. In
1812 the caucua re-elected Jumes Madi-
son, but by this time a atrong disllke
for the caucus aystem hegan to prevall,
and in September of that year a con.
vention was held in New York City,
com posed of<Fuderals and disvatisfled
Republicane, repregenting  eleven
Hdtates. Jaraes Madison was however
re-elected,

In 1816 Monroe was chosen under
the caucue system and elected, ln the
panie way he was re-elected in 1820,
The cavcus system was by this’ time

thoroughly dJetested, and in 1824
caused a split ino the Re-
publican party. There ‘were four

Jackeon, Adams, Clay

candidutes,



