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MATTER AND SPIRIT

the creation perfected by the eex-
istence

x
ofat adam and eve is supposed

to have occurred years before the
birth of jesus the earth was then in
its pristine beauty the seal of im-
mortality was placed upon every ani
mate being the charming flower ex-
pandingpanding drew from earth air water
and sunlight the elements of a blessed
iniimmortalitymortality no blast of evening airair
blighted the growth or marred the life
of a single tree shrub or flower in all
that vast paradise of animate life and
beauty

the environments were perfect adapt-
ed to the sustenance of eternal organisms
animate vegetable and human no
sigh no mourning no tears no corrup-
tion every breeze was freighted with
life every sunbeam was a messenger of
gladness the splendor of diamond
truthtroth reflected from celestial realms
down tthrough a vast galaxy of sinless
shining orbsarbs inspired the life quickened
thedie thought and exalted righteous am-
bitionbitioil there was no death man
conversed with his maker with no dim-
ming veil between from him he
learned the lessons of heavenly light
and life the lesson of his pre existence
no doubt he also was taught somewhat
in the wonderful art of creative power
which was likewise understood by
lucifer as forcibly demonstrated in his
bofficompetitionpetition with moses in the presence
ofbf the egyptians I1

spiritual man was with jesus when
the morning stars sang together and all
afe sons of god shouted for joy the
time when the nucleus was formed from
which to construct the earth he like
jesusT of whom says the douay bible in
ins hhumiliationmiliation hithis memory was taken
uwayaway the memory of his spiritual ex-
istence with the father which in all
probability embraced a very extended
period dutbut wasa complexly lost on his
taking an infant body of flesh and bones
in which act there was an entire suspen-
sion not merely of the memory but of
the intellectual power

that the period was great in which
wed held existence in the spiritual world
may be very just inferred from a por-
tion of the words of that memorable
prayer wherein jesus said father glorify
meine with the glory I1 had with thee before
the world was the word glory im-
plies intelligence the lord says
the glory of god is intelligence

jesus did not ask for an addition to the
lightfight and intelligence he had prior to
his entrance into flesh but for a restor-
ation to that knowledge which in him
as in all infants had been withheld upon
his entrance into a mortal body the
veil between the visible and the in-
visible by the exercise of our bodily
eyes we discern only the things which
are temporaltempo ial paul understood this
perfectly when he said the invisible
things of god from the creation of the
world are clearly seen being understood
by the things that are made Agai nhe
saysisaas

I1 for the things that are seen are
temporal but the things that are not
seen are eternal

the physical world is the outside or
visible of the invisible otor

spiritual a model of it simply
matter is says the unseen universe
the less important halthall of the material
of the physical universe on that prin-
ciple the body of man is the less im-
portant half of the soul for in modernmodem
revelation it takes both spirit and body
to constitute the soul the body being
the visible and the spirit which is iden-
tical in form with the body being the
eternal or unseen I1 am pleapleasedried that
the conclusion recently reached by our
greatest philosophers is that matter is
but the visible incarnation in other
words the vehicle through which the
potenciespoten cies otof unseen energy are mani-
fested we see not the energy the
spiritual power which is behind and
above through and around all the
physical manifestations of nature we
merely see its representative known by
the name of matter

but to return our reference to the
creation ended with the sentence
there was no death but how sud-

denly was this paradise of happiness
changed iromfrom immortal perfections
adam tellfell the earth doubtless fell
also an immeasurable distance from the
presence of its maker from the man-
sion or abode of dolob the lines otof
law reaching down from the abodes otof
bliss to the abode of eden
were changed and substituting them
are the natural laws which carry down-
ward to dissolution all the varied or-
ganismsgranisms of nature whether of tree or
shrub reptile or fish bird or man
the natural laws carry organisms to the
death penalty thou die is
equally true of the gigantic forest tree
and the fragrant rose the environment
of the entire creation is changed with
death in the language of paul the
whole creation groaneth and trava ileth
in pain waiting to be delivereddeliveredi the
removal of any one oiof the elements of01
environment is death for instance re
move theahe atmosphere and we die take
away the sunlight we die not only is
the life dependent on environment but on
our food and drink water withheld afew
days only is attended with death a fish
taken from its watery environment dies
indeed it is a question whether immor-
tality itself is not largely dependent
upon environment god himself does
not dwell in a vacuum heaven is not
a realm of shadows or
but a tangibility one of the environ-
ments of the lord is that of eternal life
says the prophet joseph god dwells
init eternal burnings when the angel
moroni visited joseph smith he brought
with liimjim his environment and took it
away again and so visible was it to the
eyesf yes of joseph that he continued to gaze
upon it until he saw it reaching up like
a conduit towards heaven earthly
things typify the heavenly but this
subject would require an article itself to
properly illustrate it I1 must leave it to
the readers further thought

it has always been a mystery to me
why spiritual truths are ignored by so
many life and immortality are
brought to light in the gospel amaz-
ing thought yet clear to the spiritual
sense can the body be resuscitated
and brought back from the grave in
other words can I1 have a tangible exist-
ence in immortal flesh and bonesboneo the

I1

Q

spirituallylly minded man answers inmostOst
assuredlyIX I1 was astonished yearsears aago
at the views of a highly inintelligentt ea 1iggolen
modern agnostic who lived in the town
ofgf leeds england whose acquaintance
I1 formed his great argument as it
was then called and one which he
fully used against christian ministers
namnamelyayiy the physical impossibility of a
literal resurrection of the body had
raised him atry highly in the secular
body to which he belonged this
gentleman held to10 the doctrine that as
all organic life is destdestroyedroved by death
whether vegetable animal or human it
follows as a deductive law that there is
an indiscriminate blending of the par-
ticles which once held their places in
organic forms in other words that vege-
table animal and man become by the
death process a common mass As
shakespeare has it

imperious caesar dead and turned to clay
might stop a hole to keep the wind away
strange that the man who kept the world in

awe
should stop a hole to expel the winters flaw

to this ipseapse dixit for argument it was
not I1 replied by asking this questionont
whence came alall the organisms of this
globe

he answered from chaos
then I1 replied some law in themthe

beginning brought to order and
bation the great globe itselfp to-
getherther with its countless life ioforms
willi 1 I1 you therefore please show why
the law which produced all these or-
ganismsgganianisissms at the first cannot reproduce
thethemm from the self same elements after
death

he stood amazed and confounded
and confessed he had never been askedaskea
such a question before he reminded
me of a certain modern philosopher
who wrote that death is an
condition who knows that the
writings of modern agnostics demon-
strate very clearly their incapacity to
deal with the absolute and the infinite
and after exhausting all their language
in this effort they fall back upon the
trite old saying ofof modernmodem nmaterialistsmateria lists
trust your reason a saying that has

dedegeneratedgenervatedene rated into monotony and become
ththee parent of atheists and agnostics
reason unenlightened by the torch of
divine revelation has been the source
of eternal conflict for centuries uni-
versitiesversities have been discussing the great
question of life causes with no more
definite results than did the old schools
of grecian philosophy

saysJ hutchinson sterling 4 we are
in the presence of the gulf of all gulfs
the mighty gulf between death and life
huxley says the present state of
knowledge furnishes no link between
the living and not living I1 ask where
then is the standard of appeal we
have one only jesus the resurrection
and the life he that hathbath the son
hathbath life

the fall of man which included univer-
sal death is covered by universal resur-
rection in christ jesus if so what
need of obedience to divine law the
answer isis because there are different
degrees of resurrection the highest
being predicted on the conditions of
obedience to the gospel christ our
life is the old doctrine of the christian
churches as much a truth now as ever
except a man be born again he cannot

enter mark the word cannot not
may not water and spi tare indiapen
sables Jjesusesus never taught non bessea


