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- Apostle Moses

THE DESERET WEE

Y. M. M, L. A. CONFERENCE.

The (@ eneral Confrrence of the
Young Men’s Mutual Improvement
Aseoclations of the Liatter-day Balats
opened in the Aspembiy all this
morning (8aturday June 4th) st ten
o’clock. President Joseph F. Smith
conducted the meeting, and there were
present, besides President Sinith,
Thatcher, President
‘Apgus M. Cannon and Joseph E.
‘Taylor of the Salt Lake Btake, four ol
the general officers and thirteen Blake

superintendents.®
The Tayloraville brass band playeu
““The Bpirit of o'’ and the Union

Gliee Club sang “*Hark Ye Mortuls >

Invocatlon was offered by Aportle
Moses Thatcher,

The Uniou Glee Club
¢“Temple Ode.”?

The roll of general officers and Stake

superintendents was cailed add ulsu
the names of the missifharies appoint-
ed to visit the Y. M. M. 1. Associations
last winter.
Dr, M. H. Hardy epoke regarding
the business vf the Conference, and
also mude a report of the committee on
gompllation, oc mposed of himself and
@ec, H. Brimhali, concerning the fe-
suance of the Y. M. M. I. A, Manual.
Two editinns, the firat of 2500 and the
gecond of 10,000 had been issued, at n
cost of $558.67, which had Leen net
by donation.

Reports were mads by Thes. Hull,
Geo. H. Wallace, Thos. W, Bluan, H.
C. Iverson and Geo. A. Smith, younyg
missionaries who labored in the ¥, M,
M. I. A. for three monthe last fall,

After singing by the UUnion Glee
Club of “Oh, my Father,”” and bene-
digtion by President Angus M. Can
non, the Conference adjourned until 2
e’clock.

BATURDAY, 2 12, M.

Apsembly Hall. President Joe. F.
8mith presiding,

The Harmony Glee Club sang “Like
the Wooediand Roses.’?

Glee Club sanyg *'Inveeation to Har-
mony,*

Elder Geo. W, Thatcher, Jr., gave
an nccount of his missionary labors
last fall in the Panguiteh, Kanab and
Bt. George Btakes,

The **Young Recruits’ *? band from
Taylorsville played **Red, White and
Blue.?? .

Elder Douglas M.Todd addressed the
meeting on the use and benefit of the
M. I.- Manuz). Hé believe.d it to be
the one thing the Associatlons needed.
Under it the Stake superintendents,
the ward presidents, and every mem-
ber recelved instructions which showed
them how, what and when te study.
It was a grand aystem, and had al.
ready, by ite plaini ess, turned  the
tide in the hablts of study 1D many
young mep, :

Elder Geo. M.Cannon gave & lecture
on the subject of civil government, as
treated by Townsend’s anuslysie. He
believed every young man shculd
study the political histery of our coun-
try, that the honest men might take
contrel of the government and the
better element govern.

(eo. Islaub, of Weber Btake, then

sang the

LT,

.addressed the cot:ference on the sub-

Ject of **Economics;
using means.’’

Payscn Bllver Band rendered “Fan-
tastic.??

acyuiring and

Elder A. 8. (Geddes reported his
mission ‘o the Northern BStakes of
Idaho.

The Harmony Glee Club sang *‘The
Linden Tree.”

Benediction by Elder Willard
Young.

Nanday Mornibg.
Conference opened ‘at 10 o’clock,
Prestdent Joseph F. Bmith presiding.
There was a very large attendance,
quite a number of vieitors occupying
seuts ino the galleries.
The choir and congregation sany the
hymn: » '
Qur God, we raise toe Theo
Thunks for Thy bleesinga [ree.
Prayer was offered by Counselor
Joseph E. Taylor. -
The cholr then sang the anthem:
. God of Israel,
PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH

agnounced that as the time ‘yesterday
did not nllow of the entire prograinme
being carried out, they were under the
neceseity of omitting the Ilecture by
Brother Thomas Huli on “Hymnol-
opy,’” which, however, would be now
plven.

The lecturer described hymnology a-
the science of hymns, treating of their
history, classification, criticista and
use. The real cbject of hymne was the
praise of God, and that should be the
Ieal object of our singing. He guoted
varlpus' paseases from the Beriptures
proving that the singing of hymns
and spiritusl sengs was acceptable |
the Courts of heaven, and luid epeciai
& ress upon the fact that in this dispen-
sution the Lord has spoken on this
sulject—quoting from toe 25th section
of the Dootrine and Covenants,where-
in tue reference is made. The speaker
warned his hearera agali st becoming
too mechanical In their hympal ser.
vices, remarking that mmere *Slip aer-
vice” was never welcomed by God,
He adviealed congregutional sioging,
and said the song shonld always come
from the. heart. Jn conclusion, he
urged upon cheir leaders te exercise
care, seeking the guidanceand inspira-
tion of the Liord in their selection of
hyo ps fur the pervices of the Sainte.

“Qur Couniry’’ was the supjectof an
extempore lecture by Bryant 8.
Hinekley. It was a brief but elcquent
effort, and iu the course of his observa.
tions the speaker quoted many inter
esting examples from past and preseni
history. He drew a vivid picture of
the desolating wars which this country
had witnessed, and spoke of the free-
dom which the people of America
now enjoyed. The sapirit of America
made liberty conmensueate with and
Insep iable fromm American soll. We
revered the woiks of cur foreiathers,
who built wisely and well, and. their
temples atill etood with undiminished
plory. The past had brought us its
lessons, the present had its dutles and
the future its hopes.

The next item on the programme
was g lecture on **Male Binging,?’ by

.H, Q. Whitner, but as he was not

present, Eider George F. Felt was
called upou to give a brief report of
the home missionary labor of himselt
and other brethren in eonnectien with
the M. 1. A, in the Ban Louis and 8an
Juan Stakes. The resulte of their ex-
perience were satistactory.

Elder Aodrew Jenson nextoffered
some uneful puggestions as to the keep-

KLY

ing of minute and record books in con-
nection with the Y. M. M. [. A,
glenned from what he had observed in
the cour:e of his travels in the iffer-
ent Btakes of Zlon. He took occasion
to mention that among some of the
associations in the various Stakes
there was nut that care exercised whicis
should be in the keeping of records
for future reference, fid said that re-
tiring wsecretarles should nol take
away the books or records with them,
but hand them over to their sugcessors,
Unless they did this they were robhing
the Church or the association of a great
deal of valuableinformation,

Eider Willard B. Burton, general
tressurer of the Y, M. M, I. A, wad
tbe succeeding speaker. He endorsed
the remarks of Hrother Jenson as to
the importance of a strict and cureful
keeping of association records, and em-
phatized the fact, in referring to the
work of the Y. M. M. I. A, of tais
Slake, that the associution bad not re-
ceived that financial support 1n certain
matters to which it was entitled from
those who shared in ita beieflts and ad-
vantages. -

President Joseph F. Bmith urged
the Salnts to look after the waunts of
the visiting brethren at this . con-
ference,and see that those who nreded
food nnd shelter were not forgotten,

The choir sung the anthem “*Unfold,
yo Portals Everlusti g; ' the benedle-
tion was prenounced by Ccun elor
Charles W, Penroere, and conference
then adjourned tiil 2 p.m.

Afiernodn Nessiow.

The Conference war calied toonder
at 2 p. m.

Tihe Utah Btake choir, under the
directton ol Prof. H. E. Glles, rang the
hymp commenelnyg:

With jey we own 1hy acrvants, Lord,

Thy niinieters below.

Prayer was offered by Elder Joseph

H. Felt.

The cholreang:

Behold the groat Hedecemer die,
A bruken law to satis{y.

The Pricsthood of the Fitteenth
wurd officiated in the administration
of the Bacrament.

DR. JAMES E. TALMAGE .

addressed the large congregation. Hia
heart, he said, was moved with emc-
tion ae he looked round on the mwany
thousands present. When he saw the
fidelity with which the people come
together, he was Jed to bLelieve that
there was much gincerity among the
Saints. He had heard that about 8U0
members have come from one Siake
alone and he knew that-large delega-
tlons were preseot from other Stakeg.
In the prayer offered this morning,
thanks were given to God who had
acted upon the heart of Brighanoh
Young to orga ize the Mutual Im-
provement Assogiations. ‘T'hese are
Dot muan made organizations estab-
lished for human purposes only. Thefr
alm is holy. It 1s mutual improve-
ment. Itisto helpus that we may be
better today than we were yesterday
and become better tomorrow than we
are todany. All argund usin nature
we see thls gplrit of improvemeut,
growth and advancement. It is true,
the seasona tollow each other in their
order; night follows day. But no Jay
is an exact repetition of the previcus
cues. Each day has goweting that



