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quademade out of silver the timber re-
sources are enormous and after amer-
ica is denuded of its forests it is prob-
able that the world will have to go to
siberia for its large timber

A WORD ABOUT THE afook
I1 was much surprised at the extent of

eastern siberia I1 had an idea that the
amoor river ran into the sea not far
from it always looked to
meanje so on the map I1 told mr bryner
that I1 thought I1 would take a little run
up the amoor and he informed me that
I1 was about four days tideride by steamer
from its mouth he told me that the
river was one of the finest in the world
it is nine miles wide at its mouth and
vessels drawing twenty feet of water
can sale up it six hundred miles while
vessels of light craft can go 2000 miles
into the interior on this stream I1 met
one young man who was in business at
the town of which is the
chhitchieff city of the Aamoormoor it is a town
of 35 people and it does a big bus-
iness with all northern siberia there
are forty seven ships which sail up and
down the amoor and the russian
volunteer fleet bringing immigrantsgrats
comes there many times every summer
this town like is to a
large extent a military settlement and
the czar has his soldiers scattered all
over siberia I1 was told that he had
something like men in the
eastern halthall of the country and he isis
systematically making it a russian
empire by colonizing it as he does
every year or so the boundary is moved
a littlittleae further south and there is yet a
possibility that russia willill take more
from china than she has done in the
past the great trans siberian road
which is now being pushed at three
different points along the line will tormlorm
a line nf communication by which
russia will be able to control the asi-
atic trade and there is no telling as to
whether she will not control a great
part of the territory of asia as well
this road was begun at
and it is now being pushed to the west
in my next letter f1 will describe the
queer experiences I1 had in traveling
uponpon it

va

LIFE IN ANCIENT ROME

in the brief time in which we are to
visit the romans this evening it will be
impossible for us to get a complete idea
olof this wonderful people through the
long centuries of their existence ro-
man life from the time of the fabled
romulus to thatthat of constantine pre-
sents too many changes too many vary-
ing scenes to be discussed in one short
lecture the roman of the mighty
luguriluxuriousous empire was afara far different in-
dividual from the roman of the king-
dom and the republic the former
ceased to be thetherealreal roman the pre
server and promoter of individual
liberty and became a degenerate con-
glomeration of the effeminate oriental
and the cruel barbarian the empire
presents maemagnificence and luxury in the
extreme and in its first years especially
touchmuch that we still hold of true worth
in engineering architecture law and
literature but it is to the earlier days of
the republic we must turnturniaif we would
sit the roman at his best see the

matronsmatronamatrons the citizens the statesmen and
the generals who have given rome a
name name worthy to stand through the
ages let us then direct our thought to
the activities to the real life of the men
and women of the so called ronanroman
republic and learnleam their strength and
weakness that we building on the past
may make the present and the future
more useful and more glorious

rome rose nourishedflourished for a time and
fell over and over again we hear
this true saying and it is usually closed
with a sort of a happy sigh of relief that
seems to add how thankful we are
that she fell but rome has not fallen
her political dominion to be sure has
largely passed away but she still lives
the real rome thrives today in the lilelife
and institutions of the civilized nations
of the world do you doubt it study
then carefully the history of architecture
law and literature and I1 am sure your
question will be changed to the strongest
affirmation

if we let our minds eye run back along
the ages we doubtless shall see a group
of mere thatched huts clustered around
the palatine hill poor mean hovels they
would seem to us today and yet they
were the housesbouses of the ancestors of the
proud romans here was the soil that
was to laugh under their magical touch
As they felt those volcanic formations
tremble beneath their feet and listened
with awe to the mighty voices of the
gods rumbling among the mountains or
opening the earth in great fissures at
their feet so the whole world was des-
tined to pale with fear at the martial
tread of their legions and bow their
necks submissively to the seeseemingmiing inin-
evitable men reared under that clear
blue sky with their faces fanned by the
invigorating breezes from the lotty hills
about them confronted by natures
sturdy difficulties and with persistent
enemies on every hand could not sit
down in complacent contentment the
1godsrods beckoned them on at every turn
inactivity meant death annihilation
these early romans appreciated the
situation possessed the vigorous spirit
implored the gods for aid and buckled
on their armor for the contest As we
review their career we are reminded of
the saying of the old greek poet

the gods sell all good
things to us for toil and no nation has
fought more sturdily and more truly
earned its liberty and dominion than
has the roman

from the time when those proud ad-
venturers began to spread over romes
seven hills and the intervening valleys
the people were divided into two
classes the patricians and plebeiansplebeians to
the former belonged all romans of pure
blood all who were the descend of
the first settlers and proprietors and
among the latter were included all other
freemen from the wealthy merchant to
the poorest farmer and artisan below
these was still another class by no
means small in number yet of whom
the state practically took no account
these were the slaves an ever increas-
ing and strangely conglomerate multi-
tude the fruit of conquests to the east
and to the west to the north and to the
south

with three such distinct and widely
separated classes it could hardly be
expected that harmony would exist
the patricians considered themselves
the only rightful citizens their will
was the state and all others should think

themselves fortunate that they have the
privilege of living under such illustrious
dominion the plebeiansplebe ians of course
were not satisfied at the prospect of
always being the underdogunder dog and natural-
ly began to struggle to get to the top
where quarters were larger and breath
ing space more abundant this contest
waged fiercely during generation after
generation the patricians disputed
every inch of ground with a success
known only to the persistent who al-
ready have the offices and powers otof the
government in their grasp but no less
persistent were the plebeiansplebe ians they
watched every opportunity and found
out and attacked every weak point
fiercely the patricians however were
wise aristocrats and when compelled
by force oiof circumstances gave way
gracefully and admittedadmit teci their plebeian
brothers to citizenship and equal rights
bitter and long was that struggle it
not only served as a means of develop-
ing a great interest and power in state
craft but also shows the wonderful
vitality and expansive power of the
people otof the seven hills

the romans were naturally calm and
poeticalun their tendencies were
stoical and hence when that system of
philosophy was introduced from greece
in the latter days of the republic it
gained more followers than any other
of the philosophical systems of the
time the roman resrespectedacted power
wherever he saw it wehe beheld the
flashing of the volcano as it spit fire
smoke and steam into the heavens he
felt the shock of the earthquake as the
soil shook beneath his feet and said the
gods are angry with men he heard
the thunder rumble among the moun-
tains and called upon his fel to
appease the wrath otof jupiter thus he
reasoned quickly from effect to cause
he also early learned that systematic
concerted persistent action was neces-
sary to defend his state from the inroads
of the surrounding tribes and nations
and enlarge its boundaries hence he
soon learned to respect and love power
and dominion and cevelodevelop that fondness
for system and order so characteristic of
the roman people such a nation could
not long be satisfied with a lewfew square
miles of territory but gradually with a
courage and conviction that was invin-
cible extended their borders until they
not only included the cultured etruscansEtrus cans
on the north the hardy mountaineers
on the east and the greek colonies ORon
the south but leaped beyond these and
encompassed the whole peninsula and
sicily and steadily marched over south-
western and southern europe and then
not satisfied set sail and planted their
standards in asa minor and northern
africaafria paving the way for the mighty
empire that was to be

but rome ever remained the center
the seat of government she was the
ancient hub of the earth from her
radiated all those political and social in-
fluencesfluences that made the empire what it
came to be

here were gathered the wealth the
culture the manhood and womanhood
of the nations whom the roman
terminus the gods otof boundaries had
surrounded the vast spoils of merciless
conquest at her dictation states lived
and thrived or yielded up their stores
otof treasure and beauty to

ug
fill11 the coffers

of rome and adorn her temples and
palaces and sent their inhabitants to
grace the triumphs of ambitious citizens


