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having been requested this afternoon to
address the congregation I1 cheerfully do so
praying with all mv heart that the lord may
grant unto me his holy spirit that whatever
I1 may say whether much or little may be
dictated by that spirit that proceeds from
heaven and then it will be right

we read in the new testament that the
apostles and righteous men in days of old
preached the gospel by the power of the holy
ghost sent down from heaven I1 do not know
of any waywax by which the gospel of jesus
christ canwaiwakbee proclaimed with any beneficial
essleeffleeffectct except in this manner

we cancart arise before a congregation of the
saints and make use of the principles of the
gospel in our own words we can say to thebellevepeopleeole repent we can call upon them tobeto be-
lieveleve we can tell them concerningconer ning baptism
shobhoshoww them the nature of it and the causes for
which jtit was instituted we may tell them con-
cerning the hoyholy ghost and preach many
things in the wisdom and language of man
and yet all this would not be acceptable in the
eightsight of heaven unless we were dictated by
the power and gift of the holy ghost our
words would have no effect upon the hearts of
ththe people they would not be edified the
speaker would not be edified no good perhaps
would be accomplished

the world during the last seventeen centu-
ries and upwards have been engaged in preach-
ing what they termed the gospel they have
been engaged in preaching many principles
that are true they have preached many of the
first principles such aaas faith and repentance
they have preached the ordinances and insti-
tutions of heaven they have reasoned with
the people they have portrayed many great
and glorious truths before the peoplepeoli ttheyhe
have called upon them to receive those elueruttruthst14
and yet they have taught without authority
without that spirit that utterance
taught without being called of god and hence
their teachings have not accomplished that
which an inspired mansmaas would have accom-
plished when sent of god so it is in reading
the revelations of heaven we may take uupboorbootthe bible the book of mormon and thetile book
of covenants and commit them to memory at
least the subject matter therein and we may
suppose that we understand the doctrine of
salvationsalvation and conclude from our diligent
study that we have become altogether ac-
quaintedquainted with the prophecies and revelationrevelationssy

and yet after all these things without the
gift of revelation directly to ourselves or the
giftsift of the holy ghost sent down from heaven
to rest upon us as speakers and hearers we
cannot expect to be materially benefited

we may learn many things from the book
of mormon we may learn how this great wes-
tern hemisphere was first peopled how god
brought the people from the tower of babel and
establishestablishedpd them upon north america we
maybe informed of their history of their nu-
merous prophets concerning their wickedness
and downfall we may learn these things na-
turallyturally as natural men whether in or out of
the church without the gift and power of the
holy ghost and authority communicated from
heaven resting upon us

we cannot render ourselves any material
service or the world either unless we have
this power and authority hence the propriety
of that passage of scripture recorded in the
2ndand chapter of pauls firstfirs epistle to the cor-
inthiansinthians for what man the things
of a man save the spirit ofor a man which is in
him even so the things of god no
man but the spirit of god all of our exer-
tions our reading our meditations and our
trltrideavorsendeavors to obtain the truth without we ob-
tain it lawfully and not as natural men and
womenwomen will prove in a measure unavailing
though it may serve in some degidegldegleeee to remove
darkness to manifest what has been done or
what is to be done

I1 am well pleased with the remarks that
have been made upon this stand more es-
peciallyally inHI relation to somegome few of the testi-
monies that I1 have heard particularly bearing
upon this matter we were told by individu-
als upon this stand that they knew this work
to be true we were told by br watt that liehe
knew this to be the gospel of jesus christ
how do you know it just the same as the
congrecongregationatioatlo know it if the congregation
have ttethe giftgift and power of god to unfold the
revelations of heaven to themselves then they
can comprehend how it is that the speakers
know it is true though we may not be mas-
ters of language to communicate to others we
can appeal to their senses upon this subject
do you know the things of god if this ques-
tion were asked the whole congregation with
few exceptions would lift up their voices with
one heart and one mind and say we know
these things to be true how do you know
them you know them by the manifestations
of the spirit own hearts you dont

know them by having seen with the natural
eye or by having discerned them with the na-
tural understanding you dont know them be-
cause yoyou have seen the sick healed or the
blind receive their sight you dont know them
because you have seen the lame made to walk
or laid your hands upon the sick and seen
them raised to perfect ss but because
god has made them manifest to your hearts
light has shone from heaven upon your under-
standings you have tasted of that light by the
spirlspiritualtuatuT ssensations or the spiritual faculties
of your mind yonyou have understood and feast-
ed upon the light that has come from heaven
and by this you know that the principles yoiyol
have received are true do we understand
clearly and properly that which is contained
in the various revelations that god has given
through his ancient as well as through his
modern prophets do we understand themitem in
their true light if we do it is because we
have received manifestations to ourselves by
the gift and power of the holy ghost

what are prophets for what are cevela
torstora for they are to reveal the truths of
heaven for tilethe benefit of tilethe people they I1

bear testimony to the inhabitants of the earth
as yoi have heard declared from this stand
that the lord has spoken and opened commu-
nications with mnmen upon the earth through
the legitimate channel of his priesthood they
also declare that men have been called byly re-
velation from god and sent forth with au-
thority to baptise for the remission of sinsyou hear this testimony which is calculated
to increase your confidence and your faith in
the principles of life

the word of god nvwhichaich is planted in your
hearts begins to grow to produce joy light
and happihapplhappinessriess your mind begins to under-
stand you begin to receive revelation and to
receive those communications from the hea-
vens that cause you to enjoy those blessings
that you have heard spoken of by the servants
of god this makes all the latter day saints
witnesses and thus we have a cloudclond of0 wit-
nesses a great army that can witness the
truths of heaven as they have beenbeeh revealed in
these last days this spirit of revelation gives
the latter day saints boldness in their tes-
timony

what would have been our progress breth-
ren and sisters if we had gone forth to the
nations to publish these truths without the
power of the holy ghost accompanying us
could we have borne uupp underrider the povpoipowercr of
persecution that has beenbe en heaped upon us
could we have stood forth before the people
and borne testimony as natural men to the
great truths revealed from heaven no we
could not we should have shrunk from the
task it would have appeared too great for us
to perform the powers of darkness would have
been able to crush us before them without the
gift of the holy ghost the lord foreknewforeknowforeknew
this and consequently he never designed that
the great principles of his gospel should be
published to the nations only by the gift and

beavenpower
heavenbeaven

ower of thetiie holy ghost sent down from

there are many revelations that were given
to the ancient servants of god that we never
can comprehend without further revelation
abidadd perhaps of them we shall never un-
derstandder stand in this state of probation one thing
is certain that we cannot comprehend them
unless god shall give more revelation and
manifest many things in their fullness which
have heretofore only been revealed in part

many things that were unveiled to the an-
cient prophets have become very much cor-
rupted by men who have formed systems to
suit their own darkened minds the revela-
tions of lohn now so obscure so dark and so
intricate that scarcely a person can compre-
hend the great things that are pointed out to
take place in the last days will be unfolded
now there is scarcely a man living that can
discern the mearingmeaning of the apostle

when this revelation was given to him it
was plain and simple and easy to be under-
stood of men and all people possessed of the
spirit of the living god could understand it
so far as it was not sealed uptip some portions
of it tilethe lord designed that they should not
comprehend in that day for instance what
the seven thunders uttered and several other
things that are mentioned no man under-
stands and will not until the proper time
shall come since the days of john it has
been changed and altered by men who did not
possess the spispirit of revelation and from them
it has been handed down to uaus in its prepresentent
imperfect form and we never shall understandtand
it until god reveals it unto his servants the
prophets in the last days then the things
written in that book will be plain J and we
shall understand them

so it is with regard to many revrevelationsa jonions
contained tnin the new testament the
chap of matthew for instance the sayinsayingsa
of jesus to his disciples have undergone tiethe
same change in transtranslationlation andarid in alterations
by corrupt men it is true the lord has given
us information and bestowed upon us great
favor by new revelation and the spirit hearsbears I1

witness that they are from heaven we know

them to be such we comprescomprehendend them we dis-
cern them and say that god designed to re-
veal them to his servant joseph there are
many who can comprehend those thingst and
realize that they are from some ssuperior
source than the natural mind of man

I1 might name some few things which may
iebe found in the chap of matthew that
are much plainer and much more simple as
they were revealed to the prophet joseph in
the new translation so much so that it would
almost satisfy even a natural minded person
that there has been a superior wisdom mani-
fest in this new translation in speaking of
the signs of the coming of the son of manfan
and of the preaching of the gostelgospel to all the
worldwordI1 tbthee new transtranslationI1atlon reareadssasgass as follows
again shall this gospel of the kingdom be
preached in all the world for a witness aridand
then shall the end come now the word

again makes the thingtiling all plain it is as
much as to say you shall go forth you shall
preach to the people and declare my testimonyopy
among the nations of the earth and after this
there shall come a falling away and there
shall arise many false christs and false pro-
phets then shall follow many judgments
and tribulations upon the face of the earth
and after the world has been iliin darkness for
centuries again shall this gospel of the king-
dom be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations and then shall the end come
what end I1 answer the end of the wicked
worldword the destruction of the wicked from the
face of our globe

in another passage to be found in that samsame
revelation the chapt of matthew jesus
says in speaking of hisbig second coming Asds
the light of the morning cometh out of the east
and sanneth unto the west and coverettcoperetcorcoverathereth the whole
earth so shall the coming of the son of man be
now how much plainer is this to the na-
tural understanding and how much plainer
is this than the old translation as rendered by
the wisdom of mani how does the old trans-
lation read it reads for as the lightning
cometh out of the east and chineth eeverer unto
the west so shall also the comincoming0 of the son
of manalan be

the lightning is more visible and more fre-
quentquentinin some parts of the earth than others
and when it does appear it is only visible for
a few scores of miles at once aridand is not visi-
ble in all parts and consequently this was not
a proper figure to convey the idea lioiiohoww much
plainer is the rendering As the light of the
morning cometh out of the east and chineth
untotinto the west and coverettcovereth the whole earth
so shall the coming of the son of manalan be

how did this latter day work commence
it did not commence all at once on the ath
day of april 1830 as it was justly observed
by one of the speakers there were not enough
members to form the churchchurch but it came forth
like the dim twilight of the morning the dark-
ness beginning by slowsiow degrees to flee away
as the light slowly advanced it is grown
brighter and brighter from that time unto the
present

L ke the light of the sunrun the lightliht of theL

gospel of jesus christ will cover tiletiiethe whole
earth it will speak from land to land and frfromom
kingdom to kinkingdom until it deluges the wholee
earth with the Crillbrilliancyiancylancy of its light and the
glory of its power the testimonies of the
servants of god as well as the testimonies of
his power exhibiting his wrath and hishiI1s sore
displeasure will go forth aaas has been pro-
claimed from this stand and instead of the
testimonies odtheof the servants of god being smoth-
ered uput biby the persecutions of our enemies and
the 1lighti- t beingeing hidden under a bushel in some
obscurere corner the decree of heaven is that
the light shall go forth shining more and more
glorious in the midst of the nations and it
will penetrate the darkest corners of the earth
it will visit the islands of the seasa until it has
searched out every creature under heaven
there is no ear but shall hear and no heart
but shall be penetrated by the truths that shall
be sent forth in this last dispensation

missionaries have been called if they go
and magnify their callings they will be filled
with the testimony that has been so freelfreely
manifested during our conference they willI1
be filled with the holy ghost andan be able to
bear testimony of the truths of the gospel it
may be apparently in weakness theyey may
consider it so themselves their languagelanguae may
be feeble their words feebly utterederiheroT their
sentences broken butbitt after all irwillit will be the
power of god unto this generation

if you missionaries will seek for the testi-
mony of the holy ghost to go with you f you
will seek dildiligentlygently for the power of god to
accompany you you need not be afraid of the
nations farour testimony willviii condemn the
people who reject it will save all those
whoho rereceiveelveeive it

I1 loolook farward to the progress of this work
through the sa ants that are abroad and thetile
elders that are ordained on foreign missions
as well aaas by these missionaries that amare sent
forth to their assistance I1 looknook fortor this work
to progress and I1 cannot get any thing else
into my heart I1 do not look for this people
to be eternally assailed by their

er do I1 look for the elders to be continually
asleep but I1 expect they will bear a faithful
testimony amongamong the people of every nation
where they are bentsent and this testimony will
be increased it cannot be otherwise that
prophecy of nephi recorded in the book of
Moninon must be fulfilled the servants of god
must be armed with righteousness and with
the power of the almighty and with great
glory amongamong the nations whereverever the church
isis organizedorganizes it will be such a display aswillas will
excite the people against the saints or they
would not according to prophecy gather to-
gether the armies of the wicked from among
all nations to fight the people of the most
blighhigh tlthisilslis must take placeepheeThefherhe wicked must
beeggatheredtb ere d against the saints it is as it
was stated by br hyde this forenoon about
the dream that dream had reference to for-
eign persecutions

one thing is certain that every nation un-
der the heavens will array themselves against
the kingdomM of god inasmuch as some in-
dividualsdivi duals among them receive itchey will mus-
ter their forces and try to destroy the saintssainta
of the living god to prepare for this we
must increase in the spirit of god as our ene-
mies increase in the spirit of darkness against
us and by the power of god proclaim in their
ears a testimony that will overcome the wick-
ed there is no possibility of the wicked tri-
umphing over this latterday kingdom there
maybe many who will have to fall many who
will have to suffer materially but when we get
to the home of the saints of the living god the
wicked will cease from troubling us

I1 look forward to a day that is not far dis
distant with great rejoicing and that is a day
when we shall all be engaged as we are thisthib
afternoon inin partaking of the sacrament the
symbols of bread and wine or in other words
the symbols of the body and blodblood of our lorlord
and savior jesus christ I1 look forward with
joyfuljoyful anticipation to that glorious time I1
look around upon this assembly and when I1
see them partaking of this holy ordinance and
consider what jesus has done by his sufferings
then I1 look forward to the time when he shall
be in our midst and we partake of these sym-
bols in his presence

will not this be a joyful time who can
but rejoice in a scenery of this description
suppose you were expecting that this was to
take place next sabbath day who are pure in
hearthear who are ready for such an event
what would be your feelings would you
sorrow aridand mourn would it not be one of
the most joyful messages to your earscars that
ever saluted them to suppose that the time
was so near at hand when you should par-
take of bread and wiwine with the ancient apos-
tles and meet with the savior and all the saints
of former days those that lived before the
flood and those that have lived since the flood
to think that all this is to be made manifest to
man that we are to look upon the face of our
redeemer and be crowned with glory as he is
would not this be joyful tidings

although this is not going to take place next
sabbath yet we know one thingtaing chatin many
of the revelations given to this church the
lord has closed by saying 1 behold I1 come
quickly andarid my reward is with meto give un-
to every manmar according to his works there
are many revelations of this kind and these
words are true and faithful for the lord does
not speak in vain but he has thrown this out
aaas an encouragement to those that fear him
and keep his law

the day is at handtkehand the morning has broken
the sun of the gospel has arisen in the eastern
horizon and is beginning to shine with a de-
gree of splendor ilethe time is near howbow near
no man the day and the hour when
the son of manalan shall come is a secret in a
revelation given to this church it is said that
no man shall know until behe comes therefore
we cannot expect to know the day nor the
hour but we know it is near at handlandhandand what
a consolation it is there may be men that
will know within a year that will have revel-
ation to say within one or two years when the
lord shall appear I1 do not know that theretherb
is anything against this

but the greatgreat question is brethren and sis-
ters are we ready are we perfect enough for
this day are we honest enough andarid are
we filled with integrity enough to be ready for
the savior and his holy angels Is there a
sufficiency of union have we that firmness
in juraur minds that we can stand in their pres-
ence that we can look them in the eye and
say that all is right if we are pure when
wowe see a pure arldand holy being clothedclotciotlied with aallailit
the glory of the heavens surrounded with light
that far outshinesoutshines the sun at noondayso much
so that his eye discerns all things and piercesaces
the inmost recesses of the heart gwhenelwewe
can look him in the face a thrill of joy will
run through our bodiesbodiesandaridarld we shaushay be happy

I1 tell you brethren aridand sisters this would
be one of the most gloriousglori ousoua periods that wawe
could possibly imagine it wouldwood be oneose of the
doitdost joyful there is in the future we know
that men upon the earth have benbeen so clothed
with the glory and power of god that the poopoepe


