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A PRAYER IN THE DARK.

1 strotcn my hand cat through e lonesome

night,
My helpless hand, and pruy Thee, Lovd,
to lead
My ignornnt steps, and help me at my need;
Far off from nome. pity my hapless plight,
And through the darkness guide me on lo
light!
Ihave bo hopo unleas my ery Thou heed—
Be mercifal ; for I am lost indeed,
hless Thy rising sun the darkngss smite.

How gt 1 lnd, who know not low to seek?
M'““dlﬂ my soul, enlighten my dull mlad;
¥ beurt §a hoavy, and my fodth is wenk,—

A atone 1 am, and denf and dumh and
U blind'_..
helped of Thee, my footsteps helpless
I Blray,—
T ve pury Thon_and lead me to the Day!
—Youth's Ccmpanion.
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GREAT MEN
OF ANCIENT AMERICA.

LEHL
Any community will be affected,
% B large degree, by the eharacter
;)f Its founders. This fact is strik-
.Ilgiy illustrated in the distinetive
';_mrncberis:,ica of the different sece-
'018 of the United States which,
¥ these characteristics, are divided
S"J‘:) Erousp; as the New England
St.utea; Northern and Southern
. les, elc.; and each group, and
Metimes n single State, possesses
Peeulinr social fentures derived from

original founders,
. fus the English Puritans who
% sottled New England; the
se:,:,ghs!‘ and German Quakers who
led in. Pennsyl vanin; the Freneh
UBucnots in the Carolinas; the
Migh in Fiorida and Texus, and
St: “Mn'rmnns” in Utah, have
cul';‘l’ed ineffacenble marks of pe-
“Doar Manpers and social traits
D their respective communittes,
..Bm_u“d 80 the races which have
“hi'tl]!;_! !'rom the Jerusnlem colony
FRcla tin clean-cut lineaments, the
i * ﬂm_l inherited constituents of
U8 spiritual and physical char-
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ncter. This consideration should
lnvest with peculiar interest the dis-

tinctive traits of the Lehi emi-

grants; and Lehi, as the central
figure, sheuld draw specinl atten-
fion.

The few glimpses afforded ia the |

Book of Mormon, 2f the privale life
and publie career of this anciunt
fnther, discover him inthe lightof a
prudent and an anxious parent, a
faithful and zealous servant of God,
submitting with pntient resignntion
to the Divine will, and maintnining
a stendfast trust in the Lord, while
suffering the severest trials, and
performing uncommeon and peculiar-
ly difficult duties. In his character
and calling; in his self-sacrifice and
faithful obedience to the voice of
inspiration; in his prophetic gifts
and sacerdotal ministrations; as n
pioneer and empire-founder, Lehl
was pre-eminently o leading spirit,
a venermble patrinreh, worthy to
stand among the ilustrious heroes
who have stood for God and the
truth, in this wicked, rebellious and
God-hating world.

As he was not one of the world’s
favorites, we may look in waln for
his features nmong the sculptured
busts of earth’s mighty ones. But
while art has essayed to perpetuate
the pames and forms of the Nim-
rods and Pharaohs, the Alexanders
and Cmsars, by incising portraits in
the cold, dend granite, Lehi’s char-
acter and practical virtues are im-
pressed upon the face of the wide-
spreading continent; and though we
have not his earthly imnge in an-
tique sculpture or painting, it en-
dures in o still livelier and more pal-
pable form. Lehi lives and speaks,
in the characteristics of his descend-
ants, and in the relies nnd ruins, In
the monuments and colossal feat-
ures stamped upon the brouad face of
the country.

Nephi, Lehi’s fourth sgn, writes
ag follows:

YOL. XXXVYIII.

““Having been born of goodly pa-
rents, therefore I was taught some-
what in all the lenrning of my
father. * * % Yea I make o
record in the lnnguage of my father,
which consists of the Jearning of
the Jews, nnd the Inngunge of the
Egyptinns. * * * And now 1,
Nephi. do not make a full aecount
of the things which my father hath
written, for he hath written many
things whieh he saw in visions and
in dreams; and he also hath written
many things which he prophesied
and spake unto his children, of

i which T shail not make a full ne-

count.” I Nephl. i: I, 2, 16.

“And now [, Nephi, do not give
the genealogy of my fathers in this
part of my record, * * * for jt
Is given in the record which has
been kept by my father; # # =
fur it sufficeth mie to say, that we
Are a descendant of Joseph.*?

We learn from the above that
Lehi was an educited man; o
prophet of God, and an jospired
writer. We learn further concern-
ing him, that he left his home, his
.zold and silver, and other valuable
 property, and, at the command of
the Lord, took his wife and children
and departed from the then opulent
city of Jerusalem, out into the bar-
ren wildernese; where, in true patri-
archal style, he offered sacrifiee nnd
burnt offerings unto the God of
Israel. I Nephi, ii: 1-4; v: 8.

The character and acts of this
great man are worthy of the close
study of the Book of Mormon stu-
dent; for, from his individuality
radinted, as linea from n eentral
point, traits, customs, and essentinl
characteristies, which fastened
themselves upon his descendants,
and took such root in the ancient in-
stitutions of this conntry that they
are its distinguishing features todoy.
The character of Lehl, furnishes a
key to many of the otherwise un-
solvable problems of pre-historic
Americn.

Tehi was acquainted with the
“lenrning of the Jews,*’ and this is

what he taught his children; and



