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home literature, for it includes
some of the best books ever written;
while the worth of our inspired
books 1s inestimable.—Wm. O. Lee,
in the Ninetcenth Ward ¥, M. M. 1
Axsuoiction Comnpelitor,

-

THE APIA DISASTER.

—

Admirnl Kimberiy?s official re-
port to the Becretary of the Navy
is dated Apia, March i9th, It says:

It bscumes my painful doty to
report to the departiment the disas-
trous injury and loss sustained by
the vessels under my command in
the harbor of Apla during the hur-
rienno which swept these waters on
Marci 15th and 168th. When the
zale commmenced there were in the
harbor the following men-of-war:
The Uuited Btates ships Trendon,
Vandalic and Nipsic, H. B. M. 8.
Calliope, and H. 1. G. M. ships Ad-
ler, Olge and Eber, also a few mer-
chant vesscis and small eraft. The
Aipsio had the inner berth and the
Trenton, the lnst one to arrive, the
outer berth. Indleations of bad
wuather appeared during the fore-
noon of Friday, March 15th, and at
1 o’clock I commenced preparations
to meet the gale by sending down

-the lower yurds and twisting the
topmasts, Flres were lighted and
stonm raiscd, By 8 o’clock the

ﬁnle had developed. It blew hard
uring the evenlug, and about 8
%m. wo parted our port bow cable.

uring the night it blew with great
violence, bul with the aid of stenm
the vessol was kept in shape until
morning. At daylight we had
heped for o moderation of the wind,
but were disappointed. The gale
sat in with renewed fury, and early
in the forencon it was evidont some
of the inner ships were ashore and
those nearer to us ridlag uneasily.
The tlagshiip lost her wheel about
this thme, It was carried away
with a crash and seriously injured
some of the helinsmen. Relleving
tackles nnd the spnre tiller were ap-
plied promptly, but it was dis-
covored the rudder was broken
and was soun entirely useless. The
wind hy this time was blowing with
hurricane foree nnd the sens were
very heavy. The ship had begun
to mnke water during the early
morning, and the hand pumps were
munned and all the bilge pumps in
the engine room put on. 'I'he water
gained and threatened to put out
the fires, the grenter part of R; seem-
ing to coine in through the hawse

iper, which are situnted on the

srthdeck. Ivery eifort was made
to stol) the flow of water at this

int by jnmming in bedding and
y putting mouldings on the chains
and by veering into Lhe hawse pipes.
It could be ghecked in this way, but
not stopped, for the violence
of the sean was so great that
it would force evergﬁhing op-
posed to it. All bands were
set to bailing, nnd by nine o’elock
the fires had been putout and the
men were up from the fire room.
The work on the hand pumps and
with buckets continued from this
time thronghout the gale, with a

hope of being able to relight the
fires and keep the ship nfloat. A
little before noon the Calliope was
seen to be uneasy at her mooringe
and soon stenmed townrd us, having
slipped her cables, and was making
an effort to get out of the harbor.
Bhe came near colliding with us and
the steamer in the face of the hurri-
cane. In the afternvon, the wind
having lulled o little, the flagship
was more unsteady nt her moorings
and parted two chains soon after.
We then drifted over toward the
reef, escaping the wreck of a merch-
ant vessel by the mere chance of
her dragging as we appronched her.
We drifted until our stern was al-
most against her.

Destruction seemed imminent,
asthe vessel was within a few feet
of the reef forn long while and
{»itching heavily. We drifted in
hiz position nlong the rvef for a

to where it tursed more toward the
eastward. Here wefound smoother
water. and our remaining anchor
scemed to hold quite well for a
time. This position, however, putus
direetly on the hawser of the Olga,
which had one of the smoothest
berths in the harbor at ‘this time.
8he was riding well, and bad con-
trol of her englines. Efforta were at
once made to heave over the 8-inch
Btlefel gun from the forecnstle to
amssist in holding, but it could not be
dome in time. We slow}f drifted
upon her and she avoided us twice
by the skilful use of ber helm nnd
englnes, but soon after cut into our
guarters, first on one side nnd then
on the other, carrying away boais,
rigeing and guarter galleys, but not
essentinlly injuring our hull.  Dur-
ing all this time the officers of the
fingship made every effort to man-
age her by storm salls and putting
men In the rigging, and we drifted
by the portside of the Olga nnd
across the western reef, dragging
our anchor and toiling now on the
western recf ns we had. done before.
Home of the wrecked vessels were
now in plnin sight. The Nipsio was
woll ashore on a guod bottomn, with
her stern to seas. The Vandalic
sunk ngainst the reef. The masts are
standing and the tops of the rigging
are filled with men. The masthends of
the Eder are nowhere to be seen. The
Adler was on her side high on the
reef. The Olge had turned for
shore, and going aliead under steam
and sall was beached on a good
bottom and in a good position to the
pen. All this time the gale was
blowing with unabated fury. About
6 o’cloeck we were expecting to
strike the reef momentarily. It
was directly under our stern, but
an wostern side undertow current
seemed to carry us along the reef
and kept us just clear of striking,
thus we came to the Pa

and it was evident our stern
must soon gstrike her port side.
As we approached her, rockets were
tired carrying lines, with the hope
of reaching the people on her masts.
This proved very stecessful and the
men from the main and mizzen
mauts were rescued first. Boon after
we struck the Vandaliz with vio-
lence and her main and mizzen

masts went by the board, We thien

conslderable distance, until we came |
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swung gradually and settled into B
position nlongside her, just touching
the bottom wnd our stern rnising
small wreek on the reef. The mel
were rescucd from the foremnst 0
the Vandalic, and thence oR
during the night we continu
tc bent our bottom ngainst the
Vandafic with great force. The
wind during this (SBaturday) oight
blew with hurricane foree, squall fol-
lowing syuall with hardly an appre-
cinble interval. The sens, howevel,
were not so high as they were fiir
ther out and we got through the
night without additional serious rais-
fortune. Just before daylight the
flagship was visited by two bosts
manned entirely by natives, who
earcied lines to the shore. This wa8
dangerous work, owloyg to the dnrk-
nesg nnd sen current, the wreckag®
and to the difficulty of npproachiug
the Zrenfon on abcount of the Van:
dalic’s wreck. Men were kept D
the pumps and buckels without ce8:
sation, with a view to baullng oY
the ship, if possible, and keeping
her afloat when the gale nbated. I2
the worning the wind mmlﬂﬂlwd'_
I then ascertained that t:l:lepr()pe""’.:'i
had seltied hard on the bottom no
the water could not be reduced, 08
it was up to the cngine mom Pl
form and rising. 6nda1' these G"'t‘.
cumstances und in the absence ©
docking facilities or marine railwny
nﬁpliunces and powerful pumps, &
abandonment n} the ship Leesii®
necessary. The stures were gO“";“
up as rapidly ns possible, and t0°
pwgle got their efficts ashore. 112
miediately thereafter the crew set
work gotting out and saving every
thing possible.

On Monday the water
up to her gun deck, and she
seitled a little on her port side. to
Tuesday shie had gettled more -
Port. and was still lower in the w1 -
The vessel was completely mnd
merged and only her forenoast l:;er
head were showing above the “"“vﬂ;
The Mpsic wns lying in aboutse_m
feet of water at low tide, with & ! 1d
and fall of four feet. Sho “‘:l_'m
probably have o bo hauled thgll
some 500 feet to tlont her athi¥
tide. She has lost her emokeﬂiﬂr "
alsy her rudder, anu her propelier.y
badly damaged. Her crew T o
on bonrd and she keeps her PI'E
frec of water by her steam puinP- oo
have ordered n honrd to investiEg
alonce the possibility of savibe &g
Nipsic and further investignte o
report upon all the clrcumsl‘;lﬂge
connected with the loss and dntje re-
of gur vessels by the gale. Tm-detl

ort of the board will be for\"m S
Ey the first opportunity after ¢ the
ceipt by me. The erews in bar-
Vandalic and Trenton nre .,",‘prﬁ
rack on shore.
steamed  into
morning with signs 0! :
ing experienced heavy WEUO .
She goes to Byduey ns soont 0
ble for repairs, and thl'ouge
kindness of Captain Kaué, over 10
ing outfit has been turh
us, and it will be of the gref
slstance in snving the stores
mend his services (0 thrl'!lll
ment, and trost they Wi

arded as worthy © g

ieut. Wilson goes to AUC
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