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THE APIA DISASTER

admiral KimberlyKimberiyelp official re
port to the secretary of the navy
is dated apiaabia march it says

it becomes my painful duty totc
report to the department the disas-
trous injury and loss sustained by
the vessels under my command in
the harbor of apiaabia during the hur-
ricane which swept these waters on
march and when the
gale commenced there were in the
harbor the following men of war
the united states ships prentonPrenfon
vandalia and Nampsiespew H B M S
calliope and H 1 G M ships ad-
ler olga and eber also a few mer-
chant vessels and small craft the

had the inner berth and the
trenton the last one to arrive the
outer berth indications of bad
weather appeared during the fore-
noon of friday march and at
I1 I1 commenced preparations
to meet the gale by sending down
the lower yards and hoistenhoisting the
topmaststopmasts firespi res were leighteylighten and
steam raised by 3 the
jalegale had developed it blew hard
during the evening and about 8

pmm we parted our port bow cabletduring the night it lewblew with great
violence but with the aid of steam
the vessel was kept in shape until
morning at daylight we had
hoped for a moderation of the wwindind
but were disappointed the gale
set in with renewed fury and early
in the forenoon it was evident some
of the inner ships were ashore and
those nearer to us riding uneasily
the flagship lost her wheel about
this time it was carried away
with a crash and seriously I1injured
some of the helmsmen relieving
tackles and the spare tiller were ap-
plied promptly but it was dis-
covered the rudder was broken
and was soon entirely useless the
wind by this time was blowing with
hurricane force and the seas were
very heavy the ship had begun
to make water during the early
morninmorning and the hand pumpumpsPs were

7 manned and all the bilge pumps in
thoithe engine room put on the water
gained and threatened to put out
the fires the greater part of it seem-
ing to come in through the hawse
pipiper which are situated on thebemberth deck every effort was made
to stop the flow of water at this
point0 by jamming in bedding andaybyV putting mouldingsdings on the chains
and by veering into the hawse ppipesrujt could be checked in this way out
not stopped for the violenceviolence
of the sea was so great that
it would force everything op-
posed to it all handsbands were
set to ballingbailing and by nine
the fires had been put out and the
men were uup from the fire room
the work on thethe hand pumps and
with buckets continued from this
time throughout the gale with a

hope of being able to relight the
fires and keep the ship afloat A
little before noon the calliope was
seen to be uneasy at her moorings
and soon steamed toward us having
slipped her cables and was making
an effort to get out of the harbor
she came near colliding with us and
the steamer in the face of the hurri-
cane in the afternoon the wind
having lulled a little the flagshipflaksh
was more unsteady at her meorlmoorings
and parted two chains soon aafterr
we then drifted over toward the
reef escaping the wreck of a merch-
ant vesselvessel by the mere chance of
her dragging as we approached her
we drifted until our stern was al-
most against her

destruction seemed imminent
as the vessel was within a few feet
of the reef forforaa long while and
pitching heavily we drifted in
this position along the reef for a
considerable distance until we came
to where it turned more toward the
eastward here we found smoother
water and our remaining anchor
seemed to hold quite well for a
time this position however put us
directly on the hawser of the olga
which had one of the smoothest
berths in the harbor at this time
she was riding well and had con-
trol of her enenginesines effeffortsorts were at
once made over the 8 inch

gun from the forecastle to
assist in holding but it could not be
done in time we scowlslowly drifted
upon her and she avoided us twice
by the skilful use of her helm and
engines but soon after cut into our
quarters first on one side and then
on the other carrying away boats
rigging and quarter galleys but not
essentially injuring our hull dur-
ing all this time the officers of the
flagship made every effort to man-
age her by storm sails and huttlputting
men in the rigging and we driftdrifted
by the portside of the olga and
across the western reef dragging
our anchor and tollingtoiling now on the
western reef as we had done before
some of the wrecked vessels were
now in plain sight the was
welliwell ashoreshore on a good bottom with
her stern to seas the vandalia
sunk against the reef the masts are
standing and the tops of the rigging
are filled with menmenthethe mastheadsmastheads ofof
the asher are nowhere to be seen the
adier was on her side high on the
reef the olga had turned for
shore and going ahead under steam
and sail was beached on a good
bottom and in a good position to the
sea all this time the gale was
blowing with unabated fury about
6 we were expecting to
strike the reef momentarily it
waswaff directly under our stern but
an eastern side undertow current
seemed to carry us along the reef
and kept us just clear of striking
thus we came to the
and it was evident our stern
must soon strike her port side
As we approached her rockets were
fired carrying lines with the hope
of reaching the people on her masts
this proved very successful and the
men from the main and mizzen
masts were rescued first soon after
we struck the with vio-
lence and her main and mizzen
masts went by the board we then

swung gradually and settled into a
position alongside her just touching
the bottom and our stern raising a
small wreck on the reef the men
were rescued from the foremast of
the Vanvandaliadalio and thence on
during the night we continued
to beat our bottom against the
vandalia with great force the
wind during this saturday nightt
blew with hurricane force squall fol-
lowing squall with hardly an appre-
ciable interval the seas however
were not so high as they were fur-
ther out and we got through the
night without additional serious mis
forfortunetunk just before daylight the
flagship waswaa visited by two boats
manned entirely by natives who
carried lines to the shore this was
dangerous work owing to the dark-
ness and sea current the wreckage
and to the difficulty of approaching
the brenton on account of the irafwu
dalias wreck men were kept ata
the pumps and buckets without ces
bation with a view to hauling ofoff

the shshipIP if possible and keeping
her afloat when the gale abated 1

the morning the wind modmoderatederSted
I1 then ascertained that
had settled hard on the bottom andana
the water could not be reduced as

itt was up to the engine room plat-
form and rising under these circ

ofcumstances and in tlthei e absence 01

docking facilities or marine
appliances and powerful pumps 1111a
abandonment of the ship becanon
necessary the stores were gotten

andandltheup as rapidly as possible inpeople got their effects abere tomedmediatelylately thereafter the crew set
work getting out and saving every-

thing possible
I1 asWOon monday the water

up to her gun deck and she badna

settled a littfe on her port sidsidele to
v

tuesday she had settled rnoreote
portdort and was still lowerlower in thewthe wacater

bthe vessel was completely ou81d
merged and only her foremastfoiemast anall

waterhead were showing above the waw
in about sevthe aidak was lying

risfeet of water at low tide with would
a

and fall of four feet she houi
probably have to be hauled astern
some feet to float her ataan
tide she has lost her kesta

10

alaralso her rudder and her propellerPP
badly damaged hiarher crew raa
on board and she I1keepseps her 0

free of water by her steam kurapP
have ordered a board to the
at once the possibility 0off saving wdand
Nipe kand further inacinvestigate
report upon all the cincu
connected with the loss and dwarg
of our vessels by the ggaleale the leded
port of the board willwih be jawfby the first opportunity after

orof 00
cceist by me the erecrewsws

bar
and trenton are iWrack on shore the th

steamed into the harborbai bal
morning with signs of
I1ingng experienced heavy poolasi f

she goeses to Ssydneyduey as soonaye0 theais through
ble lorfor rerepairspal and het divdi
kindness of captain kwkano ivr to
ing outoutfitt has been turned a
us and it will be of the aretIL

sistance I1inn saving the stores trttota themend MB services be ye

trustat they vwwinment and
cardedard d as worthy ofof reoogg tp
flout wilson goes to abc


