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even thought it could counteract the
aeffects of wine. It is emblematic of hu-

he was cut

gle In fifteen minutes
by the

down; the neck was broken

mility and sobriety. It was revered in fall

the superstitions of ancient religiona.'

and is equally revereneed at present
in the Roman Catholic church, where
it is set in the pastoral rings of bishopa.
Many stones are supposed to have a
more practical significance, Amber is,
alleged to be A& suré cUre for gore
throats and all glandular swellings.
The reason for this effect §s aseribed
to the poetical myth, treasured by
singers that amber 18 the coneretion ot'
birds" tears.
“Around three shall glisten the loveIiest!

amber ‘
That ever the sorrowing sea-bird hath;
wept.” '

The , birds that wept amber tears

were, according to Pliny’s Natural His-'
tory, 'the sisters of DMeleager, who
never ceased weeping for their brother’s
death,"

The topaz prevents hemorrhages,
gives strength,and is favorable to diges- |
tion. It is emblematic of fidelity.

The moonstone is supposed to be'
favorable to vegetation, causing the
trees to be fruitful; it s also believed
to cure epilepsy-

The sapphire causes somnambulism
and prompts the wearer to benevolent
works, Christian8 conslder it an emblem
of heavenly faith.

Tt |s well known that opals are fatal
as love tokens. «If given as betrothal
gifts {J1 tuck 18 #ure to foilow. They
are lucky only as October birth stones,
and, asjide from love affairs, are pro-
pltious emblems of good hope.

The garnet brings with it the twin]
#ifts of health and happiness. Em-
blematic of constancy and truth, it was
the carbuncle of the ancients, who sald
that it ever gave out light in the dark-
ness. January i8 the garnet’s month.

By the Clngalese the cat's-eye was
held as a charm against witcheraft.
and ig alao believed to be the abode of &
genii,

Agates have the good property of
quenching thirst, and, when held im
the mouth, of allaying fever, They are
emblematic of health and longevity.

Crystal la conducive to visions, brings
good sleep and charming dreams,

Coral {nsures the wearer agalnst
witcheraft, thunder (the legends say
mothing about Its being a talisman
against lightning) and all perils of flood
and field. Worn about the person It
wards off and cured indigestion.

Strange as It may seem, supersti-
tions about precious stones have been
all put merged Into religious beliefs,
particularly in the legends of the
pagans. Whether it be fact or fancy,
£t. Francls de Sales, In '"The Devout
Life,’ says: “All kinds of precious
stones dlpped 1n honey beeome more
frilliant thereby, each according to its
color, and all persons become more
acceptable when they join devotion to
thely gracea. Household cares are
nWeetened thereby, love js more lov-
ing, and business becomes more pleas-
ant.'’

DURRANT IS DEAD.

Ban Quentin Prison, Cal, Jan. 7.—
At 10:35, trap sprang on Durrant.

Durrant died brave, his Jast words
belng, “I am innocent.” .

Theodore Durrant was executed at
10:37 this morning in the state penlten-
tiary. He ascended the scaffold calm-

ly, following Father Lagan, who ad-
ministered to his spiritual wants, he
having been baptized into the Catholic
faith earller Iin the day. He made a
brief speech in quiet tones, asserting
his innocence and forgiving those who
had persecuted him, mentibning es-
pecially the press of 8San Francisco.
His last words were "I am innocent.”
His death appeared to be palnless.

After the drop Durrant did not strug-

When W. H. T. Durrant awoke at
6:20 o'clock this morning, he waws ap-
parently greatly refreshed by his
night’s sleep, which had been sound
and peaceful throughout the night. His
last night upon earth had been one of
excitement, as he had been visited by
his parents, a minister and newspaper
men for some hours and did not retire
until midnight, half an hour after-his
mother had left him.

Immediately after he awoke, he bade
his guards good morning and without
the slightest trace of nervousness pro-

jceeded to dress in the clothing pro-

vided for his last appearance. Thisa
consisted of a neat-fitting suit of
black, but in order to avoid the neces-
Bity of removing them, Warden Hale
had not supplied the prisoner with
either collar or necktie, The omission
of these articles was at once noted by
Durrant, and at his request these ar-
ticles were sent up to the condemned
cell by Captain Edgar. It wasg char-
acteristic of the prisoner, who had
always been scrupulously neat and
dapper in his attire, that he should ob-
ject to the white socks provided by the
Joil authorities, and demand black
ones, which were also given him.

During the act of dressing, Durrant
was much less nervous than his
guards, whom he surprised, when his
breakfast w=a$8 brought in, by eating
heartily and with evident relish, steak,
ham and eggs, toast and fruit. After
discuseing his last meal, Durrant read
a chapter from his Bible, and then re-
celved a visit from Captain Edgar, to
whom he expressed a desire to deliver
a short address from the scaffold.

Shortly afterwards Mra. Durrant
called at the prison and was admitted
to the death ¢hamber for & laat inter-
view with her son. Thelr last meeting
WaS affectionate, although both
strove to maintain their composure.

Rev. Edwards Davis, who had pub-
licly announced his Intention to ac-
company Durrant upon the acaffold,
was not admitted to the prison this
morning by Warden Hale, and as the
prisoner refused to see either Chaplain
Drahms or Rev. William Raeder, the
Protestant clergymen who visited him
recently, It was decided both hy the
prisoner and his mother that Rev.
Father Lagan should be sent for. This
was done, and the priest at once res-
ponded and made the necessary ar-
rangenfents for the reception of Dur-
rant into the Catholic faith.

At 9:30 o’'clock Warden Hale visited
the death chamber for the purpose of
reading the death warrant to the con-
demned man, who listeped to the well-
known contents of that with attention,
but with no outward sign of fear,

‘When it was Anally decided that
Durrant would accept the Catholic
feith, his parentz met Father Lagan
in the warden’s office and accom-
panied him to the death chamber,
where the prisoner was glven extreme
unction and the Cathollc service was
performed. Durrant evinced the most
lively interest im the service. He
then conversed with his parents for a
few minutes, and shorlly after 10
o’¢clock bade them farewell for the
last tlme, and prepared for his march
to the scaffold. |

On the arrival of the first train from
San Franeiseo, the open space in front
of the prison gate rapidly niled with
people, including many of those who
held invitations to the execution, as
well as others attracted by curiosity.
Among the throng were many physl-
cians and several ,offlcials of wvarlous
counties. W. M. Lawler, prison
rurgeon, selected the foliowing physi-

cians to assist him at the scafrold:
Dr. I. T. Jones, San Rafael, Dr. G.
‘Wickham, San Rafael; Dr. J. F.

Morse, San Franclsco, and Dr., R. H.
Williams, San Francisco.

Among the flrst arrivals was Rev.
William Raeder. He stated that he
would not see Durrant §f Rev. Fd-

ward Davis was to be present, and he

was informed that that gentleman had
declded not to attend. Soon  after-
ward the Rev. Father Lagan drove
up from San Rafael in his own buggy,
mud-bespattered and unassuming. He
was met by Warden Hale, and waa at
once admitted within the gates. Then
the supposition that Durrant was
about to change his faith became a
certainty, He professed the Catholic
religlon andwill die within that church.
So many persons pressed for admis-
glon that the warden found it
necessary to publicly announce that
under no circumstances would anyone
without a proper card be admitted.

At 10:26 the gates of the prison had
closed on the last man who would wit-
ness the hanging. The crowd had
gothered in the cold bare room adjoin-
ing the place of execution but not un-
til nearly 10:30 sharp, did the {ron
doors that separate the sScaffold from
the larger apartment swing to admit
the visitors.

The ceremony was very 8simple. The
audience had no Booner entered the
room than silence fell upon the gather-
ing. The door of the condemned ceil
clanked and in a fraction of a minute
thereafter Warden Hale entered fol-
lowed by Father Lagan and the pris-
oner led between two guards. The
priests stepped aside and Durrant im
a  volce, emotionless and apparently
unzaffected, made a #hort apeech, There
was no sincerity in the man's words.
They were cold and passionleas.

There was no scene at the gallows.
Mrs. Durrant did not witness the exe-
cution. She remained in a room in the
lower part of the prison and shaowed
unmistakable signs of grief tempered
with a dogged desire to create the im-

pression that she was too proud te
weep,
Durrant died protesting to the last

his innocence of the murder of Blanoke
Lamont and Minnie Wililams, He
maintained to the very end the same
marvelpus coolness and nerve which
characterized him throughout his fea
Imprisonment and many trials an
demonstrated that he wns Indeed the
criminal of the century. His farewel
words were spoken in a volce subdmad,
yet clear, which, by Ita calmness amd
freedom of passion or emotion cauded
many heada to turm away and many
eyes to N1l with tears. He forgave his
eénemies with no trace of concealed
resentment and proclaimed hiz inme-
cence with the calmness of one aa-
serting an Indubitable truth. He was the
least affected of any of the many peo-
ple who witnessed the death scene and
even nfter the fatal drop he gquivered
not nor gave other evidence of hawing
suffered palin.

At 10:34 o'clock the. frail door that
guards the threshold of the gallows
room swung open and the little party
condueted Theodore Durrant to the
gallows. Father Lagan led, draped
in cassock and suplice and chanting
the prayers for the dying, Durrant,
his father, a friend, Warden Hale and
the guards followed. * .

The father and his friend left the
party. and walked around the gallows
to the front, while the condemned
man and his escort climbed the thir-
teen steps that led to the platform
and the waiting trap.

At last Theodore Durrant stood up-
on the pallows. He gave no sign of
wenkening. His sllght figure was as
erect ns though it had bedn his mar-
riage morning. The broad leathern
gtrap that bound his arms to his sides
allowed his wrists some play and his
fingers rested lightly on the strap.
Five minutes later, when his body wAs



