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ven thought it could counteract the
effects of wine it is emblematic of hu
callily and sobriety it was revered in
the superstitions of ancient religions
and Isin equally reverencedreveren ced at present
ft the romankoman catholic church where
ft is set in the pastoral rings of bishops
I1 many stones axeare supposed to have a

practical significance amber tois 4

alleged to be a sure cure for sore
throats and all glandular swellings
the reason for this effect is ascribed
to the poetical myth treasured by
elegers that amber is the concretion of
birds tears
around three shall glisten the loveliest

amber
that ever the sorrowsorrowinging seabirdsea bird hath

wept
the birdsbirdi that wept amber tears

were according to natural his-tory the sisters of who
never ceased weeping for their brothers
beath

the topaz prevents hemorrhages
given strength and is favorable to diges-
tion it is emblematic of fidelifidelityTY

the moonstone is supposed to be
lavomorablerable to vegetation causing the
treestrebe to thebe fruitful it is also believed
to curebure epilepsy

the sapphire causes somnambulism
auldand prompts the wearer to benevolent
works christians consider it an emblem
of heavenly faith

it is well known that opals are fatal
aaa love tokens itif given as betrothal
efto ill luck is sure to follow they
aw lucky only asaa october birth stones
abmaana aside from love affairs are pro

emblems of good hope
she garnet brings with it the twin

gifta of health and happiness em
Vlema tic of constancy and truth it was
tike carbunclearb uncle of the ancients who said

it ever gave out light in the dark
sees january is the garnets month
ift the Cingalese the catscars eye waswaa

keld as a charm against witchcraftiga laIA also believed to be the abode of a

iteateo have the good property of
1ft cidhhinging thirst and when held in

raW of allaying fever they are
biematt of health and longevity

crystalnatal isin conducive to visions brings
sleepbleed and charming dreams

POWcal insures the wearer against
jcraftcraft thunder the legends say
fogng about its being a talisman
astat lightning and all perils of flood
field worn about the person it

wards off and cures indigestion
strangeIs ge as it may seem supersti-

tions about precious stones have been
ha but merged into religious beliefs

in the legends of the
whether it be fact or fancy

st Franfranceoclo de sales in the devout
tafe says all kinds of precious

tonesones dipped in honey become more
thereby each according to its

ailoror and all persons become moretacceptabletable when they join devotion to
their graces household cares are

sweetenedened thereby love tois more lov
tas and business becomes more pleas

DURRANT IS DEAD

san quentin prison cal janan 7

4atA t 1035 trap sprang on durrant
durrant died brave his last words

being 1 I am innocent
theodore durrant was executed at

1037 this morning in the state peniten-
tiary he ascended the scaffold calm-
ly following father lagan who ad-
ministered to his spiritual wants he
having been baptized into the catholic
faith earlier in the day he made a
brief speech in quiet tones asserting
wehis innocence and forgiving those who
had persecuted him mentioning es-
peciallyally the press of san francisco
thUs last wordsworda were 1I am innocent
mebi death appeared to be painless

after the drop durrant did not

gle in fifteen minutes he was cut
down the neck was broken by the
fall

when W H T durrant awoke at
this morning he was ap-

parentlypatentlyly greatly refreshed by his
nights sleep which had been sound
and peaceful throughout the night his
last night upon earth had been one of
excitement as he had been visited by
his parents a minister and newspaper
men for some hours and did not retire
until midnight half an hour after his
mother had left him

immediately after he awoke he bade
his guards good morning andd without
the slightest trace of nervousness pro-
ceeded to dress in the clothing pro-
vided for his last appearance this
consisted of a neat fitting suit of
black but liftin order to avoid the neces-
sity of removing them warden hale
had not supplied the prisoner with
either collar or necktie the omission
of these articles was at once noted by
durrant and at his request these ar-
ticles were sent up to the condemned
ccellell by captain edgar it was char-
acteristicact of the prisoner who had
always been scrupulously neat and
dapper in hishia attire that he should ob-
ject to the white socks provided by thejail authorities and demand black
ones which were also given him

during the act of dressing durrant
was much less nervous than his
guards whom he surprised when his
breakfast was brought in by eating
heartily and with evident relish steak
ham and eggs toast and fruit after
discussing his last meal durrant read
a chapter from his bible and then re-
ceived a visit from captain edgar to
whom he expressed a desire to deliver
a short address from the scaffold

shortly afterwards mrs durrant
called at the prison and was admitted
to the death chamber torfor a last inter-
view with her son their last meeting
was affectionate although both
strove to maintain their comcomposure

rev edwards davis who had pub-
licly announced his intention to ac-
company durrant upon ththe scaffold

I1 was not admiadmittedeted to the prison this
morning by warden hale and as the
prisoner refused to see either chaplain
drahms or rev william raeder theprotestant clergymen who visited him
recently it was decided both by the
prisoner and hishim mother that rev
father lagan should be sent for this
was done and the priest at once res-
ponded and made the necessnecessaryaxy or-po

for the reception of dur-
rant into the catholic falthfaith
at warden hale visited

the death chamber for the purpose of0 f
reading the death warrant to the con-
demned man who listened to the well
known contents of that with attention
but with no outward sign of tearfear

when it was finally decided that
durrant would accept the catholic
faith his parents met father lagan
in the warwardensdeni office and accom-
panied him to the death chamber
where the prisoner was given extreme
unction and the catholic service was
performed durrant evinced the most
lively interest in the service he
then conversed with his parents for a
few minutes and shortly after 10

bade them farewell for the
last time and prepared torfor his march
to the scaffold

on the arrival of the first train from
san francisco the open space in front
of the prison gate rapidly filled with
people including many of those who
held invitations to the execution as
well as others attracted by curiosity
among the throng were many physi-
cians and several officials of various
counties dr W M lawler prison
eursurgeongeon selected the following physi-
cians to assist him at the scaffold
dr J T jones san rafael dr G
wickham san rafael dr J F

morse san francisco and dr IL ftA
williams san franciscoamong the first arrivals was
william raeder he stated that hebe
would not see durrant if rev

davis was to be present andanah ke
was informed that that gentleman heahad
decided not to attend soon after-
ward the rev father lagan drove
up from san rafael in his own buggy
mud bespattered and unassuming he
was met by warden hale and waswaa at
once admitted within the gates then
the supposition that durrant waa
about to change his faith became kcertainty he professed the catholic
religion and will die within that churchso many persons pressed for admis-
sion that the warden found itnecessary to publicly announce that
under no circumstances would anye
without a proper card be admittedat 10261025 the gates of the prison had
closed on the last man who would wit-
ness the hanging the crowd hadbad
gathered in the cold bare room adjoin-ing theane place of execution but not un-
til nearly 1030 sharp did the iron
doors that separate the scaffold from
the larger apartment swingowing to admit
the visitors

the ceremony was very simple theaudience had no sooner entered theahe
room than silence fell upon the gather-
ing the door of the condemned fiell
clanked and in a fraction of a minute
thereafter warden hale entered fol-
lowed by father lagan and the pris-
oner led between two guards vhaba
priests stepped aside and durrant isIB
a voice emotionless and apparently
unaffected made a short speech therwas no sincerity in the mans
they were cold and passionless

there was no scene at the gal loWn
mrs durrant did not witness the exe-
cution she remained in a room in aflower part of the prison and showed
unmistakable signs of grief tempered
with a dogged desire to create the 40im-pression that she was too trtp
weep

durrant died protesting to tthee
his innocence of the murder of bia
lamontlament and minnie willwilliams
maintained to the very end thenerviemarvelous coolness and nerve w
characterized him throughout hish
imprisonment and many trialsa
demonstrated that he was indeedleed
criminal of the century his tarefarei
words were spoken in a voice ou
yet clear which by itsita calmness iW
freedom of passion or emotion caudcaw
many heads to turn away and weyes to fill with tears he forgave
enemies with no trace of concealconceceaa
resentment and proclaimed his abrcencencece with the calmness of one in-serting an indubitable truth he w
least affected of any of the many peo-
ple who witnessed the death scene aand
even after the fatal drop he quivered
not nor gave other evidence of
suffered pain

at 10103434 the frail door that
guards the threshold of the gallegallow
room swung open and the little party
conducted theodore durrant to the
gallows father lagan led draped
in cassock and duplicesuplice and chanting
the prayers for the dying durrant
his father a friend warden hale and
the guards followed

the father and his friend left tietheparty and walked around the gallowsgallowa
to the front while the condemned
man and his escort climbed the thir-
teentc en steps that led to the platform
and the waiting trap

at last theodore durrant stood up-
on the gallows he gave no sign of
weakening his slight figure waswaa asap
erect as though it had been his mar-
riage morning the broad leathernstrap that bound his arms to his sides
allowed his wrists some play and his
fingers rested lightly on the strap
five minutes later when his body vas


