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the Church came to the eldest son of
tbe roysl line—if such were the law—
then Patriarch Joseph Smith, father
of the Prophet, not one of his ynunger
dops, ahould have been President of
the Church, and after him hiaeldest
living son Hyrum, thence to his
descendants, so that Joseph Lhe
Prophet would have missed the Presi-
dency of the Churcio altogether.
Hence I say this argument of the
Josephites proves too much. Its fuli
application would ruin their claims in
bebaif of bim for whom they plead

My attention bas been called to the fol-
lowng, from the history ot the Prophet
Joseph, which muat for ever settle the
question of there being any right of
succession to the Melchisedec Priest-
hood by virtue of lineage, Sunday,
August 27th, 1843, the Prophet sald:
{spe Mill, 8lar vol 22, 55. st
e¢olumu. }* The Melchisede¢ Priesthond
holds the right from the Ererual Go i,
agd not by descent from father and
mother, and 1bat Priesthood is eternal
as God himeelf, baving peither begin-
ping of days nor eoding of life.?
{(D:sERET NEWS, Feb. 11th, 1857.)

Moreover,the clalms ol the Josephiles
are coptradicted by the order of the
griuathom:l as given 1o the revelautions.
Vvowhere in all the revelations that

int to the gl riows day ip which we
ive ¢an you find predicted any gap of
sixteen years in the progress of the
work of God. The Church was not dis-
organlzed at the death of the Prophet
Joueph B pith.

It is contradicted, [ say, by the
order of the Priesthood as found in
the revelatlons of God, 1t is con-
tradicted not only by that, but it
Ia contradicted by the great ruccess
that has attended those who fol-
lowed the leadership of the Twelve
A postles and the Presldencies they
have oreganized uuder the direc-
tlon of the Lord. Where since the
Proptiet’s death hus there been any
lageing 1o thie work? [t has been one
unbroken march of progress. Bince the
death of the Propbet the Gospel bas
been introduced inte Germany and
Bwitzerland; intv Italy, Norway,
Bweden, France; it hag been sent to
the islands of the Puacific Qeean, to the
house of Joseph inhabiting them. It
has gathered tens of thousands from
these nations, and brought therm to the
house of the Lord in the tops of the
mountaine, just asthe ancient Prophets
decreed it would do--taking one of B
nity aud two of a family, and hringing
them te Zin, where they have been
glven pastors after the lard’sown
heart who have fed them with know-
ledge and understanding,

Nor has the success of the Church
led to the topa of the mountains hy {he
A postlea been confiued in its pucceasts

to preaching tbe Gospel. It haeas been
more succesaful in the work that
reaches behind the veil. Three splen-

did4emnples have been erected in these
mountain valleys, and apother in the
shadow of which we are standing to-
night Is nearing completicn, and in it
a sti]]l greater work shall be accom-
plished thap 1o the others. Goto these
temples, look at the records, and be
astonished at the work done for lhe
dead. It exceeds the work doue for
the living,

Now, tell me If any of the factlons

that bave wandered away from the
Chureh have nnything to polnt- to Hke

this In justification of their clalms of
being the true Chureh? Nor does the
victory of the Church Jed from
Nauvuo by the Apostles end here. [t
has redevmed the wilderness and filed
the valleys of the mountains for an
extent of several hundred miles with
proaperous villages, towns and cities.
It has made A commonwealth, and
given the Jdesert to civilization. Thig
is the work it has accomplished, and
there seems to he no end tolta pro-
gress,

There was a time when theboundary
ilnes of Utah circumscribed the “Mor-
mon?’ problem. But it is not so today.
We have apread abroad into the sur-
rounding Btates and Territories, where
we have csiablished prosperous
branciies of the Church apd powerfu]
Biakes of Zion, and the cry trom all the
seitlements of the Saiots is, “Give us
room that we may dwell.*’

Thissuecess of the Church in preach-
ing the Gospel. in building Temples
and administering ion them for the
dead; in building up settlements, re-
deern'mpg deserte and fuunding com-
monwealths, glves the Jis to ihose who
say the Church has gooe aatray under
the leadership of the T weive Aposties
who led it from Nauvoo, and thoae
whu have succeeded them in the presi
dency. '

Here I shallleave the subject, con-
sclous, however, that [ have fallen far
ahort of presenting it in its full force.
I ask God to bless this effort to your good,
to the strengthening of your faith,
1 ask the youth of Larael to give re-
gpectful and fuli allegiance to the

ri¢sthood, and inasmuch as you do
20, 1 tell you in the uame of God you
shall not be wanting in those graces
and manly qualities which ennwble the
minds of men.

Atthe close of Elder Roberts’ re-
marks,
President Wilford Woodrnil
apoke as follows:

“I realize It is pomewhat late, but 1
want to beg the indulgence of this as-
sembly a few moments. I felt that as
I wasa member of these Mutual [m-
provement Associations [ wanted to
attend this meeting and hear this
iecture. I did pot wish to juterfere
with the time of Brother Roberts. He
has given us an excellent discourse,
and has told uws the truth. There are
a few things pertalning to thissubject
on 1 wish to bLear my lestimony to
the young men of larael.

First, I wish to say a few words re-
garding Priesthood. There is no mis-
take abont the Priesthood of God Al-
mighty. The God of heaven Himself
has creaied aod redeemed this werld
by the power of that Priesthood; and
no being that ever dwelt on thisearth
vver has or ever wl]l be able to door
perform any work pertaining tosalva-
tion unless it is by that eterpal and
everlasting Priesthood. And where
that Priesthood of Almighty God is
manifesat, the power of that Priestho:d

is with the peopls, no matier of what

age or generation they have lived

in. A nd I wish to say
that there has been 0o gen-
eration, no  dispensation, any

greater than the one in which Joseph
Bmith was raised up. He lrid the
foundation of this great work under
God, aud He established the Church
upon the face of the whole earth, in

fulfliment of revelation and prophecy,
from Father Adam down to our day;
and the Lord has made, and will make
no mistake in regard to calling a peo-
ple or giving them the Priesthood.

As | have said, Joseph Bmith organ-
ized the Church. e lived but a
ghurt time with us—a lttle longer
than the Bavior did after He eutered
the ministry. The Barvior lived about
three and a half yoears from the time
he commenced His mipistrations
among the people until He waz cruci-
fied, Joseph Smith lived some four-
teen years, if I mistake not, after he
organized this Church. He slso was
alain? But before he died he organe
ized the Churoh with A postles, Patri-
archa, [astors, Teachers, and the
whole government of the Church of
God; and that Priesthood be organized
or lald the foundations of remnined
with the people atter his dJesath, ns
Brother Roberts has aaid tonight. The
Twelve Apostles stood next to the
Firet Presidency of the Churoh; and

Il am =a living witcess myself
to tnie work. 1§ am 8 Hving
witness to the testimowy that he

gave to the Twelve Apostles when
atl of us received our endowments
from under his hawds. I remember
the last apeech that he ever gave us
bufore his death. It was before we
sturted upon cur mission to the East.
He stood upon his feet aome three
bours, The room was filled as with
copsuming fire, his face was as clear
as amber, and he was elothed upon by
the powerof God. He laid hefore ua
our duty. He laid refore us the full-
neds of this grent work of God; aud o
his remarks te us he said: ““I huve had
sealed upon my head every key, every
pcwer, every princlple of life and sal-
vation that God has ever given to any
man who ever lived upon the face of
the earth. And these prinoiples and
this Priesthood and power bLelong to
thie great and | st dispensation which
the Gud of Heaven has set His hand to
establish in the earth. “Now,?’ said
he addressing the Twelve, ] have
sealed upon your bhesds every key,
every power, #nd every principle
which the Lord bus sealed upon my
head.” And continuing, he said, ©I
bave lived 8o long—up to the present
time—] have bee . in the midst of this
people and in the great work and labor
of redemption, 1 bave desired to )ive
to see this Terple built.  But I shall
never } ve Lo see it completed; but you
will— you will.? Now, we ‘yidn’t
suppost but what he would live.
We didp’t wunuerstand what he
meant. Neither Jid the Twelve in
the days of the Bavlor understand what
Heo meant when He said [ am golng
away from youj if | go not tne Comfor-
ter will not come unto you.*” And so
we did not undersitand Foseph when he
snid bhe would not live to seesihat
Temple completed, but we would. Prob-
ably It was not given for us to upder-
atund at that time.

After addressing us in this mauner
he said: [ tell you, the burden of thia
kingdom now reats upon your should-
ers; you have yot to hear it oft fu all the
world, apnd if you dun‘t do it you will
be damped.” That waa pretty strong
Ianguage, but it was full of 1neabing, it
was full of significance. Joseph was
trained in the Priesthood before he
came to this pianet. He understood
the Priesthood perfectly well before he




