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the church came to the oldesteldest son of
the royal line if such were the law
then patriarch joseph smith father
of the prophet not one of his younger
done should havehare been president of
the church and after him hishie eldest
living son hyrum thence to his
descendants soao that joseph the
prophet would have missedmined the presi-
dency of the church altogether
hence I1 sayany this argument of the
josephites proves too much its full
application would ruin their claims in
behalf of him for whom they plead

my attention basteenhas been called to therol
loang from the history of the prophet
joseph which must for ever settle the
question of there being any right of
succession to the priest-
hood by virtue of lineage sunday
august 1843 the prophet said
augutseea millill star vol 22 p 55
column the priesthood
holds the right from the eternal gojgo J1

and not by descent from father and
mother and that priesthood is eternal
asan god himself having neither begin-
ning10 of days nor ending of life
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Moreo claims otof the Josephttel
are contradicted by the order of the
priesthood as given in the revelations
nowhere in all the revelations that
point to the gl rious day in which we
live can you find predicted any gap olof
sixteen years in the progress of the
work of god the church was not dis-
organized at the death of the prophet
joseph 8 nith

it is contradicted I1 say bybythethe
order of the priesthood as found in
the revelations of god it is con-
tradicted not only by that but itif
is contradicted by the great success
that hasbaa attended those who fol-
lowed the leadership of the twelve
apostles and the presidenciescies they
have organized under the direc-
tion of the lord where since the
prophets death has there been any
lagging in this work it has been one
unbroken march of progress since the
death of the prophet the gospel has
been introduced into germany and
switzerland into italy norway
sweden france it has been sent to
the islands of the pacific ocean to the
housebouse of joseph inhabiting them it
hasbaa gathered tens of thousands from
these nations and brought them to the
house of the lord in the tops of the
mountainsmountainojustjust as the anciancienteAt prophets
decreed I1itt would do taking one of a
city audand two of a family and bringing
them to zizinn where they have been

liven pastors after viethe lords own
eart who have fed them with know-

ledge and understanding
nor has the success of the church

led to the tops of the mountmountainsAiDs by the
apostles been confined in its successesAS
to preaching the gospel it has been
more successful in the work that
reaches behind the veil three
did temples have been erected in these
mountain valleys and another in the
shadow of which we are standing to-
night is nearing completion and in it
a still greater work shall be accom-
plished than in the others go to these
temples look at the records and be
astonished at the work done for the
dead it exceeds the work done for
the living

now tell toeme if any of the factionsions
that have wandered away from thehe
church have anything to point to like

thisthin in justification of their claims of
being the true church nor does the
victory of the church led from
nauvoo by the apostles endand here it
has rederedeemedomed the wilderness and filled
the valleys of the mountains for an
extent of several hundred miles with
prosperous villages towns and cities
it has made a commonwealth and
given the desert to civilization this
is the work it has accomplished and
there seems to be no end to its pro
grossgress

there was a time when the boundary
lines of utah circumscribed the famormor-
mon problem dutbut it is not so today
we have spread abroad into the sur-
rounding states and territories where
we have established prosperous
branches of the church and powerful
stakes of zion and the cry from all the
settlements of the satsaintsants is give us
room that we may dwell 12

this success of the church in preach-
ing the gospel in building temples
and administering in them for the
dead in building upud settlements re

deserts and founding com-
monwealthsmon gives the lie to those who
say the church has gone astray under
the leadership of the T welveTwelve apostles
who led it from nauvoo and those
who have succeeded them in the
dency

here I1 shall leave the subject con-
scious however that I1 have fallen farfair
short of presenting it in its full force
I1 ask god to bless this effort toyour good
to the strengthening of your faith

II11I1 ask the youth of israel to give re-
spectfulful and full alliallegiancegladee to the
priesthood and inasmuch as you do
so I1 tell you in the name of god you
shall not be wanting in those gracesgracen
and manly qualities which ennoble the
minds of men

at the close of elder roberts re-
marks

president wilford woodruff
spoke as follows

1I1 realize it is somewhat lateate but I1
want to beg the indulgence of this as-
sembly a few moments I1 felt that as
I1 was a member of these mutual im-
provementpro associationsassociation I1 wanted to
attend this meeting and hearbear this
lecture I1 did not wish to interfere
with the time of brother roberts he
has given us an excellent discourse
and has told us the truth there are
a few things pertaining to this subject
on I1 wish to bear my testimony to
the young men of israel

first I1 wish to say a few words re-
garding priesthood there is no mis-
take about the priesthood of god al-
mighty the god of heaven himself
has created and redeemed this world
by the power of that priesthood and
no being that ever dwelt on this earth
ever has or ever will be able to do or
perform any work pertaining to salva-
tion unless it is by that eternal antiand
everlasting priesthood and where
that priesthood of almighty god is
manifest the power of that PrIespriesthoodthoA
is with the people no matter of what
age or generation they have lived
in and I1 wish to saymay

that there has been no gen-
erationeratera tioniOD no dispensation any
greater than the one in which joseph
smith waswaa raised up he laid the
foundation of this great work under
god and he established the church
upon the face of the whole batth in

fulfillmentfulfilment of revelation and prophecy
from father adam down to our daydaff
and the lord hashaa made and will make
no mistake in regard to calling a peo-
ple

pea-
ple or giving them the priesthood

As I1 have saidmid joseph smith organ-
ized the church I1hea lived but a
short time with us a little lunger
than the savior did after he entered
the ministry the savior lived about
three and a half years from the time
he commencedcommence i his ministration ip

among the people until he was cruci-
fied joseph smith lived some four-
teen years if I1 mistake not after h
organized this cbchurch he also was
slain but before be died he organ
iced the church with apostlesi patri-
archs pastors teachteachersers and the
whole government of the church of
god and that priesthood he organized
or laid the foundations of remained
with the people attar his death as
boothr roberts has said tonight ane
twelve apostles stood next to the
first presidency of the church and
1 am a living witness myself
tolo anis work I1 am a living
witness to the testimony that be
gave to the twelve apostles
all of us received our endowendowments
from under his hands I1 remember
the last speech that hebe ever gave us
before his death it was before w
started upon our mission to the eastead
he stood upon hisbis feet some throb
hours the room was filled as with
consuming fire hisbis face was asaa clear
as amber and he waswaa clothed upon by
the power of god he laid before us
our duty he laid before us the full-
ness of ththisIs great work of god and lain
his remarks to us be said 41I1 have hadbad
sealed upon my head every key every
power every principle of life and salad

that god nas ever given to any
man who ever lived upon the face 91of
the earth and thesethen principles anidand
this priesthood and power belong to
this great and I1 at dispensation which
the god of heaven has set his hand to
establish in the earth now saidodd
he addressing the twelve 1 have
sealed upon your headsbeads every key
every power and every principle 2

which the lord has sealed udupon0n aamy
4head and continuing he said 3 i

have lived so long up to tbthee present
titimeme I1 have bee i I1inn the midst of thiss
people and in the great work and laborjabot I1
of redemption I1 have desired to live
to see this temple built but I1 shall
never live to cefsee it completed but you
will you will now we
suppose but what hebe would live
we understandstand what hebe
meant neither did the twelve in
the daysondays of the savior understand what
he meant when he said 1I am going I1

away from you if I1 go not ane comfor
ter will not come unto you and so
we did not understand joseph when hebe
said hebe would not live to seethaasee that
temple completed but we would prob-
ably it was not given for us to under
stand at that time

after addressing us in this maunermanner
be said 1I tell you the burden of this
kingdom now rests upon your should-
ers you have got to bear it off in all the
world and if you dont do it you willwih
be damned that was pretty strong
language but it was full of inemeaning it
was full of significance joseph waswap
trained in the priesthood before he
cammask to this planet he aunderstoodaderstead
the priesthood perfectly well before he


