194

THF DESERET WEEEKLY.

‘only Church.” But these gentlemen
say, *“Resolved, that the Mormon
Church are not Christians." Why, it is
the height of absurdity; it [s nonsensi-
cal, only fit for children!

The reagon why T have been attract-
ed by your Church, and most likely
why the head of your . Chirch has hon-
ored me with the distinction and prilv-
ilege to speak to you, is because ‘your
Church will at all tlmes arrest the
mind and the heart of a man whose
“heart burns with zeal for truth and
who has got brain te think. T come into
Balt Lake City, and everywhere I am
surrounded by Mormons who tell me
very flatly, "You have no authority;
you have lost everything; we are the
true Church.” A man would commlt
a crime against his consclence, agalnst
his (God, if he were not to stop and any
to himself, '""This is worth examining.*
I must investigate this, 1 cannot go
from Balt Lake City back to New
York and simply say, “I have been
there and T heard something about the
Mormons, and they have got some
queer idenas In thelr heads” No; I must
meet that Church face to face. I must
know what it 1s. I must know upon
what they rest their/claims and pre-
tensions. I do not say I am convinced
of it, I say I am open for convictlon,
There 18 no truth upon earth which a
man should not accept when proven;
and there {8 no man upon earth who
ia too great to accept the truth, no
matter whence it emanates.

Now, thils Israel here in Utah—this
mew Israel, and this new Zion, there
were many o man, many a Balaam,
atanding here to curse. Many Iindeed
went out to curse, to scandallze, to
eriticise, with malicious motives. Iar
be {§ from me to utter a single word,
elther here in your presence or after I
have left, which even you yourselveg
eould object to from your own stand-
point. Now, here {8 the point. A
c¢hureh that makes claim to unity, a
ohurch that makes claim to sanetity, a
c¢hurch that makes claim to possess the
authority from Christ, may be a true
church, Which one is it? TYou =ay it
8 your Church; I say It I8 mine. But
this ls not a place for debate. This isa
place where I mean to show vou that
ovar and over again the Church of God
was to be cursed, but was blessed.
But her strength, her power was that
she was one, that she had puthority/
that she had all the sacraments in her
own possesion. ¥ven In the time of
Israel, nobody could ever point the fin-
ger and say there was a heresy; no-
body could say there wane :3
false leader, a false prophet. If there
was one, Israel knew it by thé direction
ef God. If there was false testimony
Israel knew by the revelation of God.
If there was falpe living, Israel
.xnew 1t by the direction of God. Thar,
to my judement and In my opinlen,
is a true Church of Christ. It Is
very marvelous indeed when a man

roes out and mingles with the varlousI

Chrigtaln sects.

I have hoticed a good many things
which have impressed me very much,
While lecturing on Thursday night to
your Btudents at one of your acade-
mies, In a little place called Ogden, I
called their_attention to a certain ex-
pression T heard: it is this: Language
indicates something; It represents a
certaln fnstitutlon. Now, slhce T have
mingled with Mormons I have heard
over and over agaln, “That man is an
apostate.’” An apostate! Ah, yes. Why,
fo other modern church can use that
language. A man may leave the First
Presbyterian church to join the Fourth

Presbyterian church; he may leave the-

Tourth Preshyterian to join the First
Baptist church; he may leave the Firat
Baptist church to Join the Lutheran
chureh; but he Is not an apostate, he
may merely be 28 man who has crossed
from onec etreet into another. He can
pever be an apostate. What should he

———

apostatize from?
men who passed resolutlons as to who
is to be a Christian or who is not to be
a Christinn, who is to be regarded as
one that worships Christ or not—ask
those very men, ‘“Have you the truth?”
"Well, ves—part; the other part Iz with
my neighbor.” “Have you the truth?"
“Well, yes. the essential truth we
have.”" "Have you the truth, the whole
truth, and ' nothing but the truth?”
There is absolute silence,unless n voice
comes from one corper of the Alps,
from Rome, and says, “I have the
truth,” and then it comes agaln from
another corner of the world, in this
new hemisphere—from Salt Lake City
—iwhere the head of your Church says,
"We have the truth.” Or, as the ven-
erable head of the Church sald to me,
"If you have any truth that I have not
got, let me see it, and T will take {t.”
These are the two churches.

Now, It makes no ditference who the
Balnam wiil be that will come to curse,
be aggured as long as you pltch your
tents by the directlon of God, ag long
as you have got the Lawglver, God, as
long as you clalm to have authority,
ns long n8 you claim to have the
Priesthood, as long as you clalm to

| have the saeraments, you may f{Ind a
thousand enemies surrounding you and
they will all have to pronounce a hene-!
diction upon you. As I go through the
arch here from time to time since my
gojourn here in your midst T recall
many a time T have walked through
| the catacombs in Rome by the side of
a guide with a torehlight In his hand,
| pointing out here and yonder, "there lies
one man,” and 'there another;’’ '‘there
| is the place where one of those who
Iwere slaughtered by the enemy of God
I8 buried.” As I go through this arch
| I feel that I am treading on a spot
where your forefathers came in across
the plains in order to piteh their tents
in this modern Zion. I went out once
purpesely in the middle of the night,
about 1 o'clock, wben I was fatigued
with writing. I took m¥ overcoat and
went out in 4the street, and passed
by a little bt of an office. Stillness
everywhere! There was a light in the
office and it seemed to me as if it was
a perpetual light burning in the temple
of Vesta, I stood there gazing up-
ward, and saying to myself, Here is o
remarkable thing, a peculiar people.
People came In here many a time to
curse, many a time to condemn, and
yet here they still live, here they stlll
Ihnve got their tents, from here they
are still proclaiming that they are the
only true Church. That, my brethren,
|18 your only strength in the world. In
‘my crossing the ocean anbout slxteen
times I have met with many an accl-
dent, remember many a time of ship-
wreck, and 1 reens one instance wher
we had to turn around the ship and go
back thirty-slx hours. The captain
stood there wet to the sakin; every of-
ficer at his post; he was trembling lest
something serjous should happen, and

he turned to the man at the
|\ helm, "How is it there?” A
voice came, strong, positive, de-
termined, "All iz right here.” And

s0 la‘the Church of God upon the earth.
fhe {e still upon the great ocean,
shaken by every billow—by enemlies,
hy misundergtandings, But the Great
Captain cries back to the man at the
helm=—to those whom He left upon
earth, whom He hasg appointed to
guide His people, to His authorities,
and He asks, "How Ia It there?" "All
right here!” But alas! when I look
around today In Protestant Christen-
dom, T am almosat tempted to pay that
the man who stands at the helm i3 a
drunken, staggering sallor, with an
unsteady hand, and he cannot make
any response when this question comes
to him.

I have In mind a2 very beautliful thing
which Is appropriate for your people.
in The Talmud of Babylon. It pictures

t
You ask those very'

| walting for him.

T ——
where n young woman in the bloom
of life aits at her table, and It seerng.
as if all her occupation is Dothing e)gg
but reading some letters. That wo:ng;‘e
loves o man dearly, as dear as her ugn
who has left and gone into a far coune.:
try. ~8he heard nothing from hypy,
month in and month out, year in and
year out, and he returned. Upon i
return he' found his beloved one stll?

She recelved him:
she was loyal as ever, true agm ve .
steadfast as ever. He sald to har, M
beloved one, how s It that for they
many years I have been away fpqg ©
your; you heard nothing from me; y;n
did not know- whether 1 remained 1oy, l'}
and true to you, and yet you are 1oy:|
and true to me.” “Ah!" sald gy,
"while you were away, and Waess'
sometimes In angulsh, and 80Mmetimean
doubt crept Into my soul, T took ygy,
love letters, T read those love lettery ;
yours, and I said to myself, the m:f'
who can write such letters is honesy ln
true, is loyal, he cannot lle, he wiln ',.ea
main true as long as there is o hreaty
left in him." And, says the Bah
lonian Talmud, 'n the last days Gg&
will say to Hie people, O my peop)
Istael, how was 1t? 1 have left yoe
down on this earth, in the wildemesu
in tribulation, often in agony, oftap ‘S'
starvation, surrounded by e“emleg?
how was it that you remained lpyga|
true and stendfast to me?" And Isrgej
will answer and say., "O thoy Mo§t
High, while we were away from vou:
while we dwelt In the valley of teargs
while many a time aflictlon visiteg us:
while many a blow fell upon us; &
our hearts were often torn; While dqrje..
ness often covered our habitations, |
those days we read your love lett'ern'
we read your promis=es, and we Sa;s'
‘A God that can thus speak to Hig pe;"
ple, a God that can make such prom.
ises am these, that God I8 true- HI-
hand Is pot short to help; help wlﬁ
come sure; He will dellver His pegple
from all anxlety.”” And so, my breth
ren, with the Church of God. Perm[E
me to say that you a= a people, In your
Chureh, when you are surrounded p
enemies, when sometimes the hpnpg 0);
clvil war is laid upon your head hepv.
11y, when sometimes ¥ou &re misundar-
stood, when sometimes you suffer, the
tnke the love letters of Him whg 'ha:
thus far gulded your forefathers, whe
has thus far kept you, and be gg,
that n God who ean thue epeak, a Goq
who can thus tatk to His people, that
God wlll remain true,

Let me ray to you one word, ip con%
clusien, You have heard the 24th-
chapter of Numbers read to ygy
Balaam came to curse, but Balaam
did not curse—Balaam pronouynced a
benediction. The enemy who standa
outside of the Church, that enemy will
always be conquered, The enemy that
attacks the Church from without, that
enemy you need never fear. But go on
and read the 26th chapter, and what do-
you find there. Right after the enemy
wap conguered and blessed Iarael.
Israel forgot his God and committed
sin, and Jehovah brourht nestilence
upon His own people. The Church of
God need never fear an enemy from
withnut; but the enemy within your
walle—he who walks with vou nide by-
side Into your tabernacle or Into your
temple; he who makes the same pro-
fessjon; he who speaks the same lan-
guage; he who pretends to have the
game religion and to belleve {n the
game revelation. and to be guided by
the same authority. but whose heart
is far from God and who lives an un-
godly life, he Is the worst enemy you-
have; and in due time. If you do not-
clear out your house from such people.
Gaod himself will emite you with pes-
tllence.

It 1s a remarkable thing, my friends,
that this Zlon should not be seen. T
say this In all sincerity, and I say it, T



