history, that Cyrus pursued this
course all his life,. Whenever he
took a city he went and offered
sacrifice t¢ the great God, the God
of heaven. You may trace this
through the whole history of the

world until the present bour
and you will find that that
God who sits eothroned on

high has governed and controlled
all these things. He will do the
same foday. hat same (fod has
set His hauid to flfill the volume of.
revelations contained in these rec-
ords of diviue truth, which portray
the winding-up scene of the work
and Kipngdom of God iu the last
dispensation apd f(ulpess of times.
Our Heavenly Father called His
servant Joseph 8mith. He 1.id the
foundavion of this Chureh and!
Kingdom, and he organized the
Church witk prophets, apostles,
pastors. teachers, gifts and graces,
for the perfecting of the SBaints, for
the work of the ministry,and for the
edifying of the body of Christ, until
weo all come to the perfect stature of
a man in Christ Jesus, in fulfitment
of the revelations of God. OQurnum-
Lers are few, it is troe; but the peo-
ple of God niways were few inevery
sge of the worid. Noah, nafter
preaching 120 years, while building
the ark, only succeeded in saving
elght souls out of all the inhabitants
of the earth. The rest were destroyed
by the flood. and they were shut up
in prison aud there visited by Jesus
Christ, the Son of the living God.
Wnile hisbody lay in the tomb three
days His spirit went to preach
to those spirits that were in prison,
that they might be judged accord-
ing to men in the flesh. The work
of the Lq.l;;l always hag been an up-
hill businesy so far as laboring among
the children of men is concerned.
But there is no person who believes
in the Bible ean deny that the Lord
has proclaimed that in the latter
days He would set His hand to build
up His “Church and Kipgidom, He
would gather together His people,
and He would send an angel fiying
through the midst of heaven,having
the everlasting Gospel to preach un

to every nation, kindred, tongue
and people under the whole heav-
ens, crying with a loud voice: *‘Fear
God and give glory to Him; for the

hour of His judgment is come.?” |T§

This was the proelamation of the
angel of God who delivered the Gos-
pel of Christ to Joseph Smith. - The
hour of His judgment is come.”” So
say we. Wae huve heen called upon
to warn the nutions. We have been
called to go forth without porse or
scrip. We have had to travei abroad,
swim rtivers, wade swamps, travel
on foot, and visit the nations of the
earth in various ways, to preach the
Gospel unto them. We have been
obliged Lo do this, for we have heen
called to do it, whether we were
pepular or unpopular. If we had
not done this. we would have been
condemned; the Lord wonld have
cut us off and raised up a peoplethat
would perform His work. These
thousands of Elders, gathered ont
from the nations of the earth, upon
whose shoulders rests this Priest-

hood, are the instruments in the
hands of Almighty God, and
are called to go forth to warn
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this generation; and their testimony
will rise up in judgment against this
generation and condemn them,and I
duclareit in the nameof JesusChrist,
as an A postleof the Lamh of God iu
this day and age of the world. [
say there isx not & nation under hea-
ven, there is not a king, a prince or
a president, or any other man who
has power over the sons of men, but
should give unto their subjects the
privilege of worshiping God accord-
ing to the dictates of their own con-
sciences. These subjects are the
creatures of God, they are the chil
dren of God. They are placed here
on the earth and are responsible to
God Himself for their religion, for
their faith and for their worship.
They are not responsible to the em-
perors, or kiogs, ov presidents, or
wovernors who rule over them.
Every man is respousible for the
course he pursues before the Lord.
And God will bless no king, n> em-
peror and no president who will not
give unto his ennhjects the rights and
privileges in their relationship to
God which thie Father Himself has
given unto them. Whenever these
subjects are deprived of their rights,
those who preside over them are
held responsible.

We are here upon a mission. This
is not eur home. This i®s not the
place where we expect to dwell for-
ever. We are golng into the spirit
world. 1 have been associated with
the Qhurch for 67 years. I
was fIotimate with the Prophet
Joseph Smith and those that laid
the foundation of this Church, who
were. martyred for the word of
God and testimony of Jesns. They
todny are in the spirit world, ming-
ling with the Gods, where they can
plead for their brethren. So too
shall we go in our day and Lime.
In view of this san I afford to reject
the gospel, or to turn away from
that which the Lerd has required
al my hands, because it does not
suit the world? 1 cannot. T have
got to meet my ucts before the
thypone of God, and so have this
nation and all the inhabitants of he
earth. They will undertand then
that there is a power above them,and
that is the God of heaven. All
men have gotsto appear at the
judgment reatof Christ. And when
en shed the blood of the righteous
because they follow the words of the
Lord, they have to pay for it. No
man c¢an shed the blood of the
righteous « ithout it costing him
something. It was so ip the days
of Jesus Christ. No man was more
unpopular on the face of the earth
than Jesus Christ was from the
day He was born until He ascended
into heaven. Al Jerusalem was
against Him. The Jews were
againgt Him. The Gentiles were
against Him, in a greal measure.
Fhey cried out against tiim and
accused Him of everything that was
wrong, and labored very hard te
find some accusation agaipet Hio
wherehy they might put Him to
death. It Istruethat theGentile jodge
who heard the testimony against
Jesus told the Jews: I find no fault
in this man,’’ and he washed his
hands, saying, “Il am inoocent of
the hlood of this just person: see you
to it.>* All right, eaid they, **his
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hlood be ou us, and on our child-
ren.”” How little did those Jews
know what it would cost them to
shed the blood of Jesus Christ.
Well might the Son of God, while
on the croes, cry out, “‘Father, for-
give them; for they know not what
they do.”? Btrange language lor a
man that was €xpiring on the cross!
Why did He say this? Hce knew
what would be the result to the
Jewish nation for the next two
thousand years. Whenever the na-
tions of the earth have taken a
stand against the Gospel of Christ
or the people of God, they have had
to pay the bill. It has cost some-
thing to shed the blood ¢f Joseph
Smith and; Hyrum Bmith, and the
prive ig not fully paid yet.

W hile the worid Jook upon us an
a strange people, while they have
no faith in us or in our teachings,
and while they have no faith i1n
the Bible which they profess to be-
lieve in, still their unbelief will
not niake the truths of God without
effect. The inhabitants of the earth
koow not what awaits them. The
Lord is going to cut short His work
in righteousness. 1l He did not no
flesh wonld be saved. As I have
said hefore, we have been culled
upon to warn this geueration.

ow was it when we first
went to New York, to Phila-
delphia, to Boston, and to t' e
various states of the Union? We
went there and found hundreds of
people who were ready to receive
the Guapel of Christ. We orzanized
churches throughout the United
States, north and south, more espe-
cially in the porthern and middle
states. At that time there was not
the feeling that there is today. There
were a great many who were willlng
to open their eyes to sew, their ears
to heur, and their hearts to under-
stand. The Lord told Joseph Smith
that He had set Hisshand to prune
His vineyard once more for the [ast
time, and He commnnded him and
others to go forth and warn this
generation to guther out the honest
and meek of the earth, and to pre-
pare for thedny of His judgment.
Andin one place in this book of
Doctrine and Covenapts, in explain-
ing the parable of the wheut and the
Lares, the Lord says: “Behold, verily
1 say, that the field wan the world,
and the Apostles were Lhe suwers of
the seed; and after they have fallen
asleep, the great persecutor of the -
church, the ap«state, the whore,
even Babylon, that maketh all na-
tions to drink ot ber cup, in whose
hearts the enemy, e¢ven Satan, ait-
teth to reign, trehold he soweth the
tares, wherefore the tares choke the
wheat and drive the chwireh into the
wilderness. But behold, in the last
days, even now while the Liord is
beginning to briug forth the word;
and the Llade is springing upand is
yet tender. Behold, verily I say
unto you, the angels are crying un-
to the Lord day and night, who are
ready and wailing to be sent forth
to reap down the fields; but the Lord
snid unto them, pluck pot up the
tares while the hlade is yel tender
(for verily your fuith is weak) lest
ynu destroy the wheat al.0.?

Do the inhnabitants of the earth re-
alize the jndgments Lhat hapg over



