
DESERET 1589

torfor asiassistingsting in that workjosephphabl temple wwasas finished joseph
anted

e
a time for all who had

or means to come toin labor formal blessingreceive aarr and
whenhen all in the house had been

the hands of joseph and
1dl under prophet said there istheam

that has not been bleserbody said wonthyrumturningturnerig toandalgo totethe door and see if you cango that is entitled to aanyanar other theliSa looked amonghyrumatnaSS
ng

aboutbout the door and asked ben
something tohe had doneja itifisep build the temple the boy re

and added thatlittleionlyonly a
and did a litimald only given ELa guna called himwork upon which Hyrum

his blessing astandand he received
li agestest of all who were laborers up

FF i to chatt temple occurred
when the great apostasy

r littfeji many had to hbideide from the apos
lawsuits hevedatvexatiousiousp to avoid he could to get

d in every way
S missouri the faithful
S

awaysenthen
to
were dubbed lick skillets

the apostatese and a few othersb hyrum
fetedted for first vengeance started
ta missouriXmissouri in the winter of 1837

afpf toIA the spring 0off 1838 the poor who
aff not get awayawaY to missouri of

by saints whohelpedatt selveslives were
eans and a large company of

TOY wagons was thus started un
ichee lead of joseph young elias

jonathan hale and others
benjamin was veryoung man

and active in helping off that
had entire care of theandtownyny to far westthe journeyalfluluringring

lari at times and for many
its in successionsucession he did not close

and when the sick
19 to sleepeyesaye

sea comforts that wewerere not in the
he sold everything he could

of his own together with things
buted by oabeothersrs to procure what

iffesired of that poorly provided
were sick and a nuninummanyipatyy

ed upon the way it is said by
members of that firstwho were

mormon camp that the history
downey has never yet been writ

prophet met the company a few
out before they arrived at far
and gave advice to portions of

company about locating and what
ite do when settled to benjamin he

1 I want you to go direct to
aunan for therethere you are needed
4here you will do the most good

troublesables that ended in the expel
se tabethe saints from the state were

commencing and this young
old receivedreceived his1819 or 20 years

inheritancece by lot and drew the lot
nate1090 which stood adams altar but

A arf not improve it as he eentered
Wt into the spirit of the ttimesimes in

ak toet of the poorpoor against the mob
soon began to drive the brethren
their farms rob and burn their

iee drive off their horses cattle
hogshogo and with their crops des

avded and left to waste they werettviahahmanman soon reduced almost to
ilter many people were forced
W iftve all behind and flee to the
tero where in a few days prang up

a city of wagons tents rallrail
and brush wickiups in which

people stayed until the evacuation of
the place amid rain hallhail snow and
ubal that was a sad time feces
oft was an excuse for ret

in which our young benja
tala played a conspicuous part the
leafaevenft of0 that time inducted him to
als of experience that created

an otof history in his life
alen the missouri troubles culma

ttejn the surrender of weapons of
bv the mormonscormonsMormons benjamin laid

the most valuable rifle
lr n mormonon at that ofte 1

sides being a true shooting gun it hadbadsixty pieces of gold and silver inlaidupon stock and barrel
this incident I1 relate as an index to

the man as I1 have found him fromboyhood to old age on the day hewas 79 years old we met at the house
of doctor heber J richards in provo
and I1 noticed in small matters from
which I1 read volumes concerning men
and women that he was the same incharacteristics now that he is caleduncle ben as when I1 knew him in
kirtland as the bobbenboybenboy ben at our
last meeting on july 30 1897 as I1
grasped his hand I1 noticed a massive
gold ring and a cane upon which he
gently leaned of peculiar excellence
I1 looked into those soft brown eyes
shaded with very long black lashesI1 admired I1 loved the old man evenmore than the boy with some men
there is a tumble down appearance a-
bout their barn fence gates woodpile
house inside and out and even to
their clothes and hair on their headthe reverse arrangement is always
visible in everything that belongs to
this gentleman

returning to dichmanDiahman after laying
down ouiour arms we were placed under
a very strong guard and thus left forthe rest of the day to the gaze andcuriosity of every that hada spite to spit out to any one for fan-
cied or real wrongs during the whole
afternoon we were pulled and handled
and overhauled by different robbersmobbersand at intervals some little excitingscene would break the terror of theoccasion and sivegive a prospect of some-thing more terrible among theseepisodes a man called to col bachal
wood of dewitt historic fame who
came and listened to the complaint
of one mr taylor who charged our
friend ben with great misdemeanorsorbluringduring the few weeks he had been in
the the colonel looked atboyish young man and asked in a way
that indicated unbelief in tayloraTay lorb
charge did botiyuu do that the
3youngoung man said yes sirair as inno-
cently as a child when asked if hishi q

father was at home the colonelcolone
drew his sword and with a slight
flourish pointed to gen wilsonsWilsonsquarters and said march the boy
marched as indicated and was fol-
lowed to the generals quarters whereabere
he was placed under guard and where
for ten days he had for a seat and a
hedbed a little bunch of hazel brush
and ro covering from rain and snow
A negro cook kindly gave him spare
crumbs for his food his guards were
brutes who boasted of their crimes at
hauns mill one of the guards by
the name of rogers showed repeated-ly a corn cutter stained with blood
and said that he chopped up old man

with that and that by and
by he would cut benjamin to pieces
in the same way

day and night those miserable fiends
would compel that prisoner to go out
and pack wood to keep fire while ttheyhey
guarded him by the light and heat
thereof frequently taunting him with
ithehe terrors of his approaching end
during the ten days of his imprison-
ment he appeared before a justice of
the peace by the name of adam
black to answer to some charge but
never answered because two military
officials with dr carrcan of gallatinGaII atin
volunteered to defend him and they
claimed the right of trial by court
martmartialmarteillil black got angry and said

no military officer could rule his
court and thus he transferred the
case to gen wilson who with a ththou-
sand

ou
of the militia was camped in the

forest just below Diahman on grandgrand
river As the dreary time passed
Us yard became more insolent and
tuel he was at one time required

to bring wood and make a I1largerarger
guad are heae started with fta bayonetbanet

close behind him to obey orders taki-ng up a heavy green maple load on
his shoulders and struggling in the
deep snow to return the guard behind
him said with a bitter oath walk
faster or ill stick the bayonet intoyou but the guard was surprised
when the stick of wood was thrown to
the ground and the boy was trans-
formed ntointoI1 a fierceft erce lion he burnedharric d
defiance at his guard and told him he
had carried his last stick of wood
adding if I1 had a sword id split you
through the prisoner spoke in a
loud voice which attracted the atten-
tion of the colonel who came up andinquired the cause of such loud talk
the prisoner told the officer that hebe
had been required to pack woodfonwood forthe guard to keep fires and he hadbadcome to the conclusion that he would
do it no longer and had been telling
the guard so the colonel said he wilbwanright and then ordered the guard tocut and carry their own wood aadbe sure to treat that young manmaji aaprisoner in the future 1l

during the time of his confinementnot one friend had been permitted tospeak to him and every appearance
indicated that he would be tied toato 6tree and shot as a relief to his ottasuf-feringsfe this he confidently expectedone day as his guard was a littlelittie in-different to his charge william hunt-ingtontington my brother who was a closecompanion of and the same age asthe prisoner came into camp if pos-
sible to see and get a word with his8friend the prisoner saw hirnhiming not far away and asked the guardif he might speakpeak8 to that youngyoung mahmahconsent was given and william ap-proachedproached to within a few feet tofo himwhen they conversed in a carelessmanner so as not to attract especial
attention william found out a littleof their treatment and the prospects
before him and then told him thatsome of the people feared he wouldturn traitor to get released from hishijsufferings to that he made no an-swer only why dont they pray ffar6rme william went straight homeand told mother and zina his sisterrwhat he had seen and heard motherand zina immediately calleocalled upon twoorjr three other sisters and all joined
in fasting and prayer which lastedall night and into the next day

before relating the manner of hisrelease I1 must show the tactics playedupon him by dr carr the colonel re-
ferred to and a lawyer from st louiswho was also a major they actedthe part of friends to the young irlaoner and laid before hhim1m 0severalever al torducements to put the blame uponsomebody else and thus free hlraafthey asked him who his captain wa
who was with him in the retaliatinguriexpedition and so on heH told

i that he had been in the countryry sw a
few weeks and he was Mmostly axastranger to everybody and eveeverybodystrangers to him that the capcaptain wasalways spoken of and appealeded tcaptain cornelius lot and thusthud
his answers incriminated no one toin par-
ticularti the aim was not tote pun rehoror
inflict severities upon him alone butto get some clue by which they could
seize upon some men of prominence
and persecute them the youn nianman
understood their game and resolved it
die he must to die alone and when wooa
his birthday be related the state-
ment made by william of peoples
fear and his answer why dont they
pray for me he said with tears run-
ning down his cheeks 1I would rather
have been tied to every tree in the
woods and shot than to have tor
felted my integrity to my brbrethrenethron

the fast and prayers of those bla-
sters did not close until the object of
their solicitationssoli citations stood before them
what believer in prayer can doubtdawa
that their prayers anoand fulp lealilenli


