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WEDNESDAY, - Dxo. 26, 1877

THE UFAH JURY QUESTION.

‘THE new special leglslation for
Utabh, among other unjust and im-
politie measures, designs the over-
‘throw, in this Territory at least, of

one of the institutions which for |

many,centuries has been establish-
ed among civilized nations as es-
“gsential to' the well being of every
community; that is, the right of
trial by jury.  Thejury system has
been preserved ' amidst all the
chahgeés that' have taken place io
the forms of governments and the
'affalrs: of nations. 1t has 'been
‘rightly eonsidered one of -the chief
‘bulWwarks of juastice, and the safe-
“guard alike of accused persons aud
of violated law. -, . .. :
The founders of American liber-
ties, while cdsting out ‘many ot the
‘customs of the old world, retained
this time-honored institution;and
preserved it in the framework ol
‘vhe Constitution.  Article six pro-
‘wides that, “‘In.all criminal prose-
-cutions, the apeused shall enjoy the
right to a speedy and public trial,
by an ‘impartial jury of the Btate

aud district ' whereln @ the ‘criwe |

shull have been committed.”

The grand objeet ‘of the jury sys—-
tem is G0 insure a fair and rarpartial
investigation into any’ alleged of-

fenc¢e; and while upholding the
-mnajesty of the law, w0 proteet the
person or persons &b bar from the
effects of prejudice, ‘calumuy and
ebirges unsupported by convinéing
evidence.' In ‘the fuormation of a
“jary muehl’ time is generally con-
sumed, 'éspecially 1n important
cases, because impartiality 1s abso-
1 1ely pecessary in all its' members,
“this being the very essence of their
- proper qualification. Freedom from
Lids, elthér for or against the ac-
cused, 18 the great desideratum,
Care and cautiou 1n this respect are
carried so far Lthat intelligent jurors
are frequently set aside, simp.y be-
cause Lhey have read newspaper ar-
tlg;ethunﬁﬁiﬁg a umar.i h&ue,
aud Lhe possibilLly 18 recognized ol
their munds being influenced by
the relation of the facts or the com-

‘ments of journalists, Witbout ida- )
, pa;p,l:.uli.ty’, in ius, strictest sense, & ,hw
“panel of Lwelve men sworn to try s/ tie.

=

,tase, is nob truly a jury sach as is
ﬂu,qf'e

mplated in the law and re-|serve.God and build up His king-
dom. The other clauss have prin-|

“yuired by the Constitution. |
Now, what is the point aimed at
~in that

sion ol t{#'wuﬂl- principle.

- “‘Mormons” ale o be placed in{'more of them have made their

- practice of an | homes amongst ts, because of in-
aruele ;of | their  relgious  faith| creased upeEiBn r

legal jeopardy for the

agaivst which a law has been en-
. ueted. | The | bills now introduces
-~ to Congress provide that the:sel

‘Uou of juries, to sit in trial upon | been reckless, roving persons of the
kind which makes trouble in a.lll

- 'Mormon'’ cases shall be left to the
ipse dizit: of an. officer arbitrarily
appoluted by the Government, and
wuo wiil have power to. pick just
such persons for jurors as are hos-
tile lu spinit, belief and desire to
the persons: Lo be placed on trial
The judge on the beneh, the prose-
wuting attorney at bar,

who makes the arrests and seledts

the jury, and the jury,.chosean to|deputies and the machinery of the
conviel, sitting in the bex, all to be .-_ngtl.lrigt Courts all in ‘‘Gentile”|

gainst the| hands,

of the class drrayed &

_ part of the special legisla-|honorable ““Gentile”
tion desigued for Uwab whieh re-| gnd ladies have dwelt here from
lapes tojuriep? | Simply the subver-{ time to time since the early settle-.

| they have figured in the criminal

| the ““Mormons” held more judicial
the marshal{ power than at present. With judg-

-.-*_". Lialy 1 1 X

nee. & 4 ~Ahumbers in the
jurien that may, be empanelled,
e g "31

1 ‘!aii‘m"lm

v smeuumber to this small mi-|ions, and, under pressure of ;

nority as tue great minorily re-
ceive, what can beé' thought of a

|

by the ipjustice of giving | just and. uncenstitutional provis:|July 1; 1862, it shall be su

ﬁt: of Tt.l.’io.‘ll'.:i,agi'n_ltﬂv,

Territory ef)

-----

and Representalives can’ be:found
to present bills containing such un-

cause of challenge and for  the re-

_cate them, Congress is composed of | has more than one wife living and

bill “thit contemplateés’ giving the
wholé |
tire exclusion of the

many? .o
T'his arrangement E:aﬂbd by its

promoters *‘a- proper ‘jury Jdaw.”’|enactments among the statutes (of | or,pr
I'hat is, a law to enable a few per- | this great and free pountry.

sons who are hostile toa arge num-
ber to, try as many of the latler as
they choose, for high crimes and
misdemeanors, before a jury chosen
specially from the avoweéd g;lamlea
of the accused. Can anything be
more opposed to the spirit of Ame-
‘rican institutions, to' the 'lelter of
the Constitution or to the purpose
and intent of trial by jury in any
natien upon the face of the earth?
‘But, what _
for this attempt to subvert tae jury
system and introduce this prepos-
terous scheme? BSimply this, Ltis
stated that a ““Mormon” jury will
not, convict & “Mermon’ of crime.
I'hat “Mormons’ are under some
secret oath or agreement to screen
each other from legal punishment.
['he answer to this be found
on the records of the Courts. Per-
haps it is useless for us to state
that no such oath or compact has
any existence, save in the ‘minds of
those who are foolish enough to be
deceived by the promulgators of
the nonsense, the latter do ‘mot ' be-
lieve it themselves. The records of

panel 'to the ‘few to the'en-| gard for the comsmon, principles of |
right and equity, to permit of the |[erdinary rites and. ceremonies of|

{'of the mation.

pretext can ‘be 'offered |

g0 many gentlemen.whe haye re- xaﬁm in gaid Territory, whether

d | marriage, or by the rites, ceremony
oceeding , Enown as sealing, or
sny «ther celemony or proceed-
ing claimed or understood biga-
mists or polygamists of said Terri-
tary, to create either an ordipary
% merely temporal or ‘a nptritqai
nigrriage, and by reason-of which
he may récognize 'her as either a
temporal or spiritual wife. - |
" 'Provided, that they cohabit to-
gether a8 hrasband ‘and wife ususally
foin that Territory; second, that
he" believes ' it morally or legally
right for a mdn to have more than
one living and undivoreed wife at
the samé time, he knowing them to
| be alive and in the Territory, or to
cohabit habitually, as with a wife,
with more than one woman. |
Any person challenged as a juror
on either of the feregoing grounds
may be questioned upon his oath as
to the existence of either.of I:hami'
i

incorporation of

sueh - pr

A FIECE OF IMPERTINENCE.
“I7 is madness for the Mormen peo

ple to stand out against the'balance
It is their duty to

becomie hémogeneous or ‘to leave
the American Republic' altoge-
thﬂJL" ‘. . : L )
That, is the kind of pavulum
. which ds dealt out to the readers
of the Beaver Square-Dealer. “'We
clip it from that paper of the 15th
inst. . dyw ]
The same remarks might have
been and no doubt were offered to
the early Christians. Also to the
believers in every ¢reed or gystem
which 'has been regarded in the

4

but as to the first ground he shal
not be bound tohalaﬂwaﬁ if :Im ?Jilul

say upon his oath that he declives
light of an -, innovation. To float o thﬂ ground that 'he fears his an-
with the popular stream may be|gwer might tend to criminate hims-
the most comfortable and easy me- | self; and’ if he shall answer as to

thod of motion, but it has never that ground, his answer shall not
found favor with the class of minds [ 2© given in evidence in any erimi-

all the courts in Utah, Justice’s,
Probate, and District, will show
that ‘“Mormon” juries, so-called,
have :eonvicted ¢‘‘Mormons” of
c¢rime, whenever the evidence was
sufficient; that in civil cases when
“Mormons” and ‘““Ggntiles”
pariies to suits, ‘““Mormon” j
have rendered = verdicis against
those of their owh faith and in fa-
wvor - of the, opposite,  parties,
Statements to: the contrary ' are
only fabricated for outside eflect.
Tne facts are matter of record and
can be easgily substantiated, All
the talk about secret obligations to
screen crime and favor one parly
above another, about ‘“*Mormon”
disl‘égnrd,bf the sanctity of an oath,
abou _

the lawful performance of official
duty, is sheer inveéntion, withoul
any foundation in fact., =~

True, it may appear that more |

“Gentiles” than ““Mormons’’ Have
beén convicted of crime in Utah.
Butwhen the truth is made clear
this will speak to the praise of Lhe/|
“Mormon®* people. They are nat-
urally a law-abiding peopie. Their
relig ‘inculcates obedience to
They are proverbially bonest,

ble, industrious and domes-
They have come
valleys on religious impulses, to

eipally been ‘adventurers. A few

ment of the Territory. Latterly

bausiness; but the bulk of the non-
Mormon class who have passed
threugh or sojourned in Utah have

were | thinkers, but it is just-such ‘‘mad-
aries | Dess” as has inspired the promulga-

Church instraction ' against |18 @8 Jaughable as 1t is impe

to these |

gentlemen |

for legitimate | POP

which has introduced great truths
or inaugurated important reforms.
Standing out against the balance ol
a nation or compiunity may be
termed madness by + ‘superficial

he declines te answer on the ground
that he fears his answer might tend
to eriminate himself, he shall be
rejected as a jaror. 1If by réason of
thé rejeetion of jurors upon either
or both the grounds above mention-
ed, the panel of jurors drawn for
the teérm skall be exhausted, the

tors of all ideas and the promoters

of all systems that have been|marshal, or any deputy,shall, by
counted new and strange. By the| grjer ,ur’t.ha Court, pruum;d to sum-
same rule the bquara—ﬂea!'ﬁr writer mon talesmen to serveon gﬂchjﬂryj
aud the small c¢lique to which he |, ntil the requisite number of com-

belongs are afflicted with ‘“mad-| setent jurors shall be obtained in
ness’’ in standing out against the |ty e eauge: | ;

balance of the péople among Whom | * 'yt #)oi 1q comimenting editori-

they live. rEfry ? ;
But the arrogarice of the Iatter{ 3y on this measure, says:

part of the above-quoted paragraph| ‘‘This bill makes it a good g1ound
' rtinent. | for the rejection of a juror that he
[t is the *‘duty”’ of the ‘* Mormons,” | is actually a polygamist himself or
forsooth, to melt imte the common | that he ‘velievesit morally or legal-
mass and lose their identity and|ly-right fora wan to have more
peculiar ® distinctiveness, or clear|than one living and undivoreed
out of the country.” If this is not| wife.” This would cover apparent-
‘**maduess” on the part of the Bea.
ver geribe, it is consummate impu- | polygamists in Utah. All Mormons
dence akin to craziness. : are not actually polygamists them-

It is the old spirit. of the anti-{selves, but all believe in that insti-
Mormons in Missouri and Illinois; § tatiom, and perhaps hope to be
“Give up your religious views aund | polygamists some ‘day or another.
practices, which make . |
eut from your neighbors, or leave.”|a jary to procure the enforcement
They entorced their iustructions, |'of laws for the destruction of that
simrlar to those of the Square:| vicious usage must, therefore, be
Dealer, by the power of mobucracy, | hopeless, and outside of Utah there
just,as the class in Utah who en- | cannot be two opinions as to the
tertain similar sentiments would ety and necessity of this en-

| propri
do if they had the power.. Thank | actment.”
Goud, the day is past when such | “Tt'is évidéent from the wording ‘of
intolerant ideas can he backed by | the bill that itis intended to ex-
pbysical force. cltide’all **“Mormons’? from the jary
" We have just as muech right to box, and put their persons and pro-
diﬂﬁl‘ :Wilh other I}Oﬂiﬂﬂﬂ' of thﬂ pﬁrty at the mercy ﬂf their ene-
le’ ‘of “this Republic as|mijes. And that this is the view of
Catholics have  'to differ with | jt taken by the Herald is very plain
Protesiants, as -Demoerats with | from the above remarks. - '

Republicans, or temperance peos| "Whether these upjust and anti-

newly-settled localities. Naturally
courts far more largely than the
guiet, permanent settlers,

Nor can it be truthfully Mried‘
that 'this was only the case whesn

es, prosecuting officers, marshals,

the records will now show

ple with, liquor drinkers. ‘The] American, ptovisions will ever be-
proposition of the Square-Dealerlis| come law s extremely doubtful
contrary to the spirit of American |- Chalienges for miere belief as'to the
liberty, snd smacks more strongly morality of a certain practice is a
of a spirit of violence and persecu-| Jong stret¢h of the dirqualifying
tion than anything else except|power, and it is not likely that it
pompous impertinence. - We would | will find much favor in Congress.
advise the writer to practise his| We have already expressed our
own doctrine if we cared in the| views on the main questions touch-
least degree whether he stays in|ipg this attempt against the rights
Beaver or goes to Jericho.
and now._only give the text of the
bill with the Herald comments,
that our readers may be posted on

THE CHRISTIANCY. BILL.

——

Tghh ’ \approved | of polygamy and shall be punished
e, mﬂnt as aforesaid. And it shall

to, any of them by the|

| freason of any

nal prosécution against him; but if

ly all:.the difficalty of convicting |

you differ-{To erndeavor with such persons on |

and liberties of the people of Utah, |

cause,commuanity and system with | that the bulk of the criminals are
~ which the iacpused is eonneeted, | non-‘Mormons,” and that very few
aud-of the number of ' those who | cases of actual violation of law are
workedoto ebtain the special legis- | brought home to persons connected
lution necessary to effect 'this con- | with the‘“Mormon’’ Church. - Put-
d_ll;inn of things." How mueh im- ting aside those trumped-up charg-
partiality eould a‘““Mormon® expect es, absurd on their very face and
under such cirea mstances? Is this|impossible of proof, against promi-
the kind of trial which justice, or| nént ‘‘Mormons,’” even the indict-
tﬂﬂ,*iﬂﬂﬂpﬂldﬂﬂcﬂr of any civilized ments ‘against those of the latter
hation, accordsto an individual ac- | class are rare when compared wiih
cased of crime? Hoat) * |those against ‘the former.
1+ o 1v must be! understood that this|are fac'fd of which court records
- Territory presents a peculiar condi- | bear incontrovertible testimeny.
tiom of ‘aflairs. ' The very large ma-| Inview of all this, then, the at-

Jority of the people’ here are of the | tempt to'bar out a1l *“Mormons” |

' ass ‘vulgarly called’ ‘‘Mormons,”|from the jary box is eimply infam-
e . Sont ety o S Sufu SUE I bl

one-tenthi of ‘the ' 'popylation, are|such & measure, unless the end de-

These |

8 o good resson’ for |

the progress of ‘the new crusade.

NEW |ANTI-POLYGAMY :BILL.

‘THe New York 'Herdtdi ‘gives the
following as the text of a bill o be
introduced ' into;: Congress by the
promoters ‘of the new Utah ‘cru-
sade: d A s |
Be it enacted that every person
having a husband or wife living)
who shall marry any other ‘person,
whether' mariied or single, in a
Territory of the United Stales or
other place over which the United
States have exclusive jurisdiction,
shall be guilty of polygamy, aud

THE following, which we c¢lip from
the New York Alerald, is the text
of the bill of Mr. Christianey to
provide for ¢challenges to jurors in
trials for bigamy and polygamy in
the . Territory .of Utah, and to
amend section 4 of the act entitled
“An act in relation to courts and"

%ldinial officers in the Territory of|
tah,” approved June 24, 1874:

. “*Be it enacted, ete., That section
four of the act entitled *An act in
relation to courts and judicial offi-
cers of the Territory of Utab,” ap-
proved June 24, 1874, be and the
gsame is hereby amended by adding

ﬁpm-glluqui “denomibated” '¢“Gen- | sired 18 admitted to be gobd, that
tiles/ "’ A ‘portion of the'lattér class|is, the conviction of “Mormons”
fre arrayed in” direct and ayowed | for alleged offences, without proper
‘untigonism agaiust the former, and | evidence, by juries composed = of
Seek their overthrow'as well as the |their acknowledged enemies ¢hosen
complete control of ‘the Perritory | for the express purpose of bringing
aud all its affairs. As the jury law | them to grief,

uOWw stands, each class bas the! We believe that though Senators

u Gonviction thereof shall “be
pgg'?a'h,eﬂ‘ﬁy a fine of not exceeding
'$500 and by imprisonment for a

term not E!E:eediﬂg five years, and
| if any person who hasa husband or
wife living-shall continue to co-
habit with such other persons afler

| the passage of this act, he or she 8o

at the end of said section the fol-|
lowing, namely: In all prosecutions
for bigamy or polygamy under seec-
tion one of the act entitled ‘An act
to punish and prevent the practice
of polygamy in the Territories of
the United States and other places,
disapproving and annulling certain

ey

Hﬂ,ﬁm:ﬁhly,ur cnhabiung shall be deemed guilty

t be
necessary to prove either of said

influences, to go se  faras: to advo- |jection of any juror,. first, that he marriages’bythe register and certifi-

cate thereof eor other record evi-
dence, but the same may be proved
by such evidence as is admis-
sible to prove a marriage in other
cases, and proof of cohabitation un-
der either of said marriagesshall be
held sufficlent proof of either of
said marriages, and the prosecution
may be bad either where the alleg-
ed illegal marriage was solemnized
or the cohabitation may be shown
to have taken place.But this section
shall not extend to any person by
former marriage
wh bhusband or wife by such
| marriage has been absent for five
successive years and is not known
tosuch person to be liviug, nor to
any former marriage which has
been dissolved by decree or any for-
mer marriage which has been pre-
nounced void by decree of a com-
petent court on the ground of nulli-
ty of the marriage contract, and
provided that this act shall not af-
fect any prosecution for offences
committed under the act of Con-
gress of July, 1862, for the crime of
bigamy.

It will be observed that this bill
preposes to puaish any person who

marries and cobabits with more

than one wife. The promoters and
abettors of the measure may cohab-
it with as many females as they
can lead astray from the path of
virtue, either in Washington or
Utah or elsewhere, but no maan
must marry and live with more
than one. The offence is thus in
the ceremony not in the cobabita-
tion. Continuance of cohabitation
| is made a penal offence, but it must
be with persons to whom he is msr-
ried in order to make a man liable.
Yet, though the )flence is thus
originated in the ceremony, no
| proof of that ceremony is required
for conviction.

Take this bill and the bill de-
signed to put all accueed *‘‘Mor-
mons’ at the mercy of juries com-
posed of theit avowed enemies, and
what a sweet little scheme is dis-
closed! To get a “Mormon” into
the toils all that would be needed
would be to challenge ‘‘Mormon”
jarors on their belief in the right-
fulness of plural marriage, pack a
jury of Mormon-eaters eager for
mischief, show by general reputa-
Lion, the testimony of neighbors or
the public understanding, that the
accused lived and cohabited with
two or more women as his wives,
and with the court and all 1ts offi-
cers and parapbernalia arrayed
against him, his case might be con-
sidered settled from the start.

But these propositions are only
prop9sitions, at present. Congress
18 not yet crazy, and prejudice is
not so violent at this juncture as to
override reason and right, so we
think the plot is rather unlikely
to succeed. In any event Provi-
dence is over all, and while the
wicked work for evil, He who con-
trols the results of all acte and
combinations will overrule for good
the schemes designed for wrong.

e
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CHRISTMAS 1877.

To-MORROW will be the day cele-
brated throughout Christeudom as
the anniversary of the birth of Jesus
—the Son of God and Mary, the
Savior and Redeemer of the world.
A day sacred to all people who
have any faith in the sinless Christ.
A day of gladness and merry-mak-
ing, of feasting and dancing, of
family re-unions, forgiveness, re-

1 coneiliation and general union.

We hope it will prove such te our

patrons. If any of our readers have
cherished anger against any living
mortal, we hope it will be buried in
the good feelings which the day
shall develop. That if relatives and

friends have been estranged be-
cause of grievances, real or fancied,
gsweet Christmastide will break
down the barriers of pride, enmity
aud jealousy, and bring them toge-
ther in peace and fraternity.

Liet the children be remembered,
and Santa Claus furnished with
good gifts for them all, that their
young hearts muy cherish bright
memories of the blessed day. For-
get not the poor. Let no widow’s
heart ache for lack of foed for the
fatherless, and while the smoking
cheer graces the ample board, let
the hand of charity be not cramped
' nor held back from the needy.
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