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the case, it follows that every Cliris-
tiau in [dahu and every uoD-
Christian who aids Christian work
basedl  upon the acceplance
of the Bible as the will
of God, is equaily guiliy with the
Mormous, aud should be deprived
of all rizhts taken from the followers
of Joseph Smith. Every man whe
teaches that the Bible is the word of
God teaches palygamy. ILivery per-
son who aids such a teacher aids
polygamy. If tue Btate of Idaho
were honest 1t would disfrancbiso
all such. That ouev done, the voly
voters in [duho would be the atheists
and infidels wbo refused to support
preachers and Christiau missions.
But if Idaho were to vxecute this
law in this mauner for one election
\ay, the law’' would be Je-
elared unceustitutional. The uncon-
stitutionality of it ia not lessened at
all by the fact that it is executbed
ouly upou the unpepular Mormuns.
Thus the injustice of the law is scen
at onee, aud all fair-minded men
must insist that it is abarbarous aod
despotic law, that should be ap-
nulled.

I have poiuted out that the reai
culprit upder this law is God. But
oo procedure can be had there.
Whai remamns? The Bibie. [t is
the foundation of polygamy. Every
acceptor of it as the will of God
teaches, aids, encourages polygamy.
If polygamy ls a erime, if teaching

and alding polygamy is ecriminal,
proceed against the Bible. Sup.
press lits publication, ecirculation

and uss in [daho and the cause of
the “crime’’ is ut once removed.
But if such a thiug wers atte upted
Christians and Mormons would joiu
to preveut it. The Christians would
gladly accept Mormon votes in such
a coutest. It could wvet be done,
If, therafore, Idaho caunct execute
its law against the real colprit, if
she caunct puppress the cause of
polygamy in her borders, she should
forever cease to rolrand persecute
the victims of an evil that she is
powerless to remove. If the Bible is
to remain as the infallible word and
will of God, not only should no civil
right be withheld from a Mornnon
because he believes in pulygamy,
but no law should beenacted against
l.wlyga.my and Mormons should be
eft to their owu sense of the
proprieties and the fitness of tbings
us t0 how far or how long they shall
cobtinue their faith in and prae-
, tice of polygamy. This would be
justice ard pothing else would.
Congress should either condenin
the Bible as an aider aud teacher
of erime, or reatore to the Mormons
the property virtually stolen from
them by its unjust and desputic law.
But Congress cannot enact a law
condemnpiog the Bible. Very well,
Jet it then do the other thing; that
is,let it undo every act it has passed
against the Mormons and leave the
whole Mormon question to be set-
tied by the influences of civiliza-
tion. That woull be the right thing
to do and it would be the wise and

specdy solution of the problem.

- CHARLES ELLIS.
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FINER weather for conference it
would be unreasouable to ask for,

OUR CHICAGO LETTER.

The Chicago jpress is at present
furiously indignant that New York
merchants should resort to the
petty tricks of the bunko steerer to
make the projected exposition a
failure. The represeutatives of New
York houses in Europe are charged
with eirculating reports most da-
rogatory of Chicago. One of these
reports is that Chivago is atill & wil-
derpess, while life and property are
unsafe, and where anarchists aud
Clan-na-G els hold bigh carnival ull
the year round. Bul wheb news of
the latest criminal development
reacliea BEurope, the New York
drummers will have something to
corroborate their Munchauseuisma.
The pews of this, tov, will be re.
ceived from Chicagu papers them-
selves.

The latest developemeunt in ¢rime
here is the ““holding up’’ of a street
car. At oue o’clock a.m. an Ogden
Avenue car, manned by Johu
Liyuch, cooductor, and Charles
Swanson, driver, ramblel into tawn.
Three men got on at Homan Ave-
nue, paid their fare aud settled
themsejves for a suvoze. At Albauy
Avenue two men sprang from a
dark corper, one jumped on the
froont platform, the otber ou the rear.
Boeth these men wore handkerchiefs
over the lower parts of their faces.
This did pnot oveasion any surprise,
because faces bandaged in Chicago
are oot uousual. When the car
reached a quiet place, the masked
man oo the frout presented a re-
volver at the driver and demanded
his meney. The ear stupped. [he
conductor started to waik through
the car to ascertain the cause of de
lay, but the masked. man on the
rear presented a revolver at the con-
ductor and also demanded road t.11.
Tlhie conductor drew out two doellars
saying that amount constituted his
pile. The robber examined for his
own gatisfaction apmd fouud $7.10
company wmonoey aud $25, Mr.
Lyuch’s own private fortune, The
driver gave up $2.50. The other
three men were uot molested. The
robbers got away, but the three
men werc arrested ag accomplices,
and fin Ity discbarged. The Black
Hills canpot bo st any slicker work
than this.

A nother robbery oceurred beie on
broad neconday, which for unigue-
ness bad a bumorous feature about
it. A teawster was haniing 8 load
of green hides alouy Chicago A v~
enue. Anpother teamster drove up
beside himm and began to trausfer
the hides to his own waguon, He
transferred some twenty bundles or
more and theu was uot detected by
No. | teamster. Even a policeman
saw the trausfer taking place and
thought nothing of it. When No.
1 got to his store the shrinkage iu
his hides was to him inexplicable.
The matter was placed in the hands
of the police, and at iast the thief
was detected. But it is a8 robbery

that one man cau’t spenk of o an-| If

other without laughing. And if
the hide thief cémes before a jury
his chauces of escape are goed. [t
will be hard to tell whether the
somneleucy of the hide teamster s

more crimiual thau’ the Jaring of
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the hide thief. At all events law-
yera will have a c¢hanee {o show
their humorous sides in the case,

There are ng deep canyous in
Chicago, but there is a foul smelling
river which does just as well. This
river is a puzzle to visitors here.
They encounter it every where and
they wonder what kind of river it
is. Well, the river Is a puzzle cer-
tainly. First there are two branch-
es or creeks, one flows from the
north, oue i{rom tbe south. RBoth
uuite sbout & mile from the lake and
form what is ecalled the Chicago
River. Btrangers are puzzled to
find that they encouunter bridges no
mutter which way they go. These
bridges, too, are anD annoyance.
They are all moveable, and when
salling crafts gooup and dowu the
bridges are turned. When turned,
the traveler comes to a fearful chasm
with a black, dirty. sluggish pool
below. If ir a meditative mood he
is likely to walk in, because there ig
oo protection when bridges are
turned, There ia a policemau on
the look out, but he is geuerally eu-
gaged discussing the chauced of
Frank Saerler, ti:e congresaman, for
sberiff of Cook Couuty, or perhaps
the peliceman is sampling a new
branu of chewiug tobacco.

Bome two years ago a fire engine
in full chase guing to a fire drove
into the river, the bridge al the
timo being open. Two lives were
lost, thatis, two human lives begides
the two borges. Then there wag g
ery for protection but nothing came
of it. A short time ago a woman
walked right ato theriver, but she
was rescued. A few uights ago a
street car and two horses tumbled
in. This occurred at Clark Street
bridge. Coming from the north
the approach to the bridge is a down
grade. Thedriver broke the brake
chain, and lost eoutrol of his ear,
There were fifteen ipside passen-
gers. Thedriver findiug that noth-
g could prevent the ear frem
guing ioto the river yelled at the
passengers to jump for their liveg.
They did jump. One mau who was
aslecp was near golug to the other
site, The commotion arouged
him. Justas he jumped. from the
rear platiorm, the car being tilted,
and about the time he landes gy
solld ground, the ecar and horses
were at the bottom of the Chicugo
River.

Lately we have had a mjld gen-
sation here in the religlous line—g
Christian turned Jew in order to
get a wite. His name is Vere V,
Hunt. He has already changed
bimseif several times. He 13 a pa.
tive of Dublin, Treland, and elaims
to have been oruained au Episcopa-
llan minister, Not liking theslogy,
he became a lawyer. He is pot
more itban a few years in this coun-
try. He came into potoriety ay a
champion of the anarchists, and he
posed as the chevalier of Mrs. Par-
sous. The pext we hear of him was
as a poetry producer for the Catholie
ome. Now he turnes up a Jew,
He iz a physical mouatrosity. He
hag a fine intellectual head, but his
face a furtlve, treachervus expres-
sion. He bas a hideously malformed
foot. He denies that his couversion
cumes from anything but dishelief



