suflerings, death, resurrection and
ascension, the officacy of faith, ete.

He says, in effect, that the reason
why the churchies are losing their
Influence, nnd hence their useful-
ness, is that inteligent and think-
ing people no longer give credence
to these old fables, nud do not care
to attend worship where they nre
atill promulgated na sober trutha
which womhippers are under obli-
gation to aceept as a part of thelr re-
Hgious faith. He makes the naser-
tion that free-mminded, well-informed
people no longer believe In any **fall
of man,?”” nnd asks, W hat followe???
In reply to hisown question he says:

“Why this follows as inevitably
a3 day follows night—that the very
corner stone of the popular theology
has crumbled, nn that  the
whole super-strueture totters to its
fall. If man has not ‘fallen,? then
he is not *loat,? and, in that case, he
does not need to be saved. Tnke
away the fall of man, and there
isn ne need of the acheme of,
redcmption, mo need of n Buper-
nnturally inapired reveiation, no
necd of nn incarnation, no need of a
supernatural or infallible church, no
need of o Trinity, no old time
heaven for the chosen fow, no vnd-
less hell for the doomed mony. All
these doctrines found their reason
fn the aupposed fnll, nnd with It
they pass awny.”’

In explaining how, in his opin-
ion, the c¢hurches might gain
ground, he says:

“But, in order fo become
more useful, the first ond most
important  thing for them to
do Is frankly to rocognize the
fnets of God, man, origin, destl-
ny, and adapt themeelves to them.
Wiy should they louger expect in-
telligent men to come to them to
henr a condition of things described
in which they no longoer belleve,nnd’
listen to nan offer of help that
they no longer belleve they need?
Today the lnrger part of the
magnificent Fowar of all the
churches ia thrown awny. It is
enough to make the nngels weep to
contemuplate the picture.  Maguifi-
cont buildings, millions of money,
thousands of mcn, grand enthusi-
asms, marvels of patient labor,
prayers and aspiratious, all ex-

nded in the effort to deliver an
maginary man from the imaginary
wrath of an imaginary God in nn
imaginary hell! If all the timeand
monvy and enthusinsm and effort
had been spent in co-working wilth
the real God fu dellvering the real
man from hia real evils, long be-
fore this the world might ?mVa
been the Fden that never was, and
that never will beuntil men i ntelli-
gently combine (o save man here
and now from the 1lls that all can
feel and see.

There is no use In raiting nt the
ast, “The times of this ignornnce

od winked at, but now commnnd-
eth all men everywhere to repent,?
‘To repent. That mweans, in true
Rible phrase to change their purpose.
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This is the great need of todny. In
the light of the ascertnined facts of
nature and man, the churches need
to repent. . —to change their purpeses
and methods. The world is not go-
ing back to the old, the ignorant,
the barbatie conceptions of the past.
It is for the churches to say whether
they will accept the newer, the ful-
ler revelntion of God. If not, they
will hut repeat the history of Judn-
iam, being left behind by the wider
and grander religion that keeps atep

‘with the advaacing God.

Mr. Savage, a8 a scholnt. n thinker
and n preacher, 8 ranked nmony the
nblest in Amerien, and his utter-
ances upon such subjectsas the nhove
quoted remarks relate to, nre import-
nnt as indieating the drift of modgrn
opinion among reading nnd think-
ing people regarding religioua
themes. Clearly, skepticiam is in-
crenaing among professed Bible atu-
dents and Christinn believers.

It scems inconsistent in a degree
which nporoaches the absurd to see
n minn calling himself a Christinn
nmiinister, an advoeate and defender
of thoe Chriatian Scriptures, thus cast
aside nearly every cardinal principle
embodied in the syastem which they
tench. But when Mr. Bavage’a
position is fully understood, Its
absurdity becomes sgomewhat miti-
gated. He does not belleve in “‘the
old, the ignornnt, the barbaric con-
ceptions [religion] of the pasty*? he
does not worship an cternal and un-
changenble "but an *advancing®
God. There ndmirgions render him
less tllogieal than other religlonists
are who are lers frank.

Apnin, it ja difficult to frame n
conaistent theory of the fnll, nnd
hence to have n consistent (nith that
such an event ever took place,
without n knowledge of the reason
why it happened; and this knowl-
edge cannot be obtained without an
upderstanding of the doetrine of
the pre-existence of spirits. This
latter truth is probably utterly for-
eign to the faith, philosophy and
scholastic attninments of Mr. Sav-
age, nnd hence he thinks it the
more consistent course to deny, al-
together, the history of Iiden.

But to deny the fall and at the
same time to attribute any degree of
sacredness, binding foree or divine
authority to the Christinn Serip-
tures, is to perpetrate nn utter in-
consiatency. If the fall never took
plnce, mankind nre entirely destitute
of sacred literature, and the RBible
becomes a volume of profane history
nnd ethieal teachings of donhtful
value nnd nuthentieity. Mr. Savage
calls himself a Christinn minister,
yet his teachings are flngrantly ninti-
Christ. It s no pallintion of them

—_—

in this regard to say that free
minded and thinking multitude?
areadopting them. Mr. Savage ar
zues that there wag no fall. If this
be true, there is no Christ, nor ¢a
there be. The fall, the ntonement
and the relemption nre the three
doctrines in which are centered and
epitomized the entire mass of Chri#
tinn scripture. To deny one of these
doctrines s to deny all of them, and
to become anti-Christ. For Mr. Ba¥-
nge to wenr the livery of the Mns-
ter while antagonizing His work
and teachings, which nre so pininly
et forth in those writings from
which the reverend gentlemn?
chooses his test Sabhath afted
Sabbath, is an incongruity which
cnnnot be hnrmonized with renso!
nnd honeaty.

The fact that a leader in the vo!
of the so-called *liberal and *nd-
vanced?” theologinns occupies sUCh
n position, indicates that their sdb-
erality?? and “advancement?’ are B0
improvement, from a standpoint of
loggic, upon the ignorance nml doi
nimtism of sectarians, which they
have repudinted.

It seerns remsonnble to suppost
that, when thinking people, by ™
flection nnd intellectunl nnolys®
have become convinced that the ¢
ligious systems they hnve hither
to acquiesced in are incollﬁisw"t'

and incongtuous, their mind®
will ba freer to neccept # BY%
an

tetn which s self-proving @
bharmonious throughout, and which
covers the whole scope of Jupm#
thought, past, present and future:
Hence there is reason to ex L
that the system of religion taught
by Joseph the Beer will, in Cﬂ“’ﬂ_ﬁ"
of time, be nccepted by the ghipk-
ing masses of mankind.
_

DEATH OF A JUDGE.

——r

The telegraph nnnounces Lllr"
death, nt ten o’clock this morni"&
in Washington, of Hon. S“‘”‘“’:
Matthews, n Justice of the Supre'®
Court of the United BStates. 'y
waa born in Cincinnati, Ohio, Ju )l
21, 1824, and at the nge of sisf"jel_'
was graduated from Kenyoll "Jlel
lege. He studied law, and, Wit
stilla youth, vngaged in the me, ’
tice of that profession nt M"unl;
Tenn. He remained awoy rrO'u
Cincinnati but a few years’ 0%
ever, nnd returning thither enghs
for n time in journnliam, and g
enme n member of the editorinl sth
of an anti-slavery newapaper:

He was judyge of the court O‘r (.021’1"
mon pleas in Hanover CoM%
Ohio, in 1851; state seU%
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