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in arising to address you my breth-
ren and sisters this evening I1 desire
an interest in your faith and prayers
that I1 may be led to speak upon those
points of doctrine or of principle that
are adapted to our wants and to the
circumstances which surround us

it Is a great to arise as
a teacher to a greatr at peopeoplele like those
who have asseassembledgaled wlmWIMwithin tillthis house
this evening especially to speak in the
name of the lord and I1 do not believe
that any man should do this unless he
can have the assistance of that spirit
which god has promised to bestow
Uuponn his servants

weVe who belong to the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints be-
lieve in god not a god who lived a
fewlew thousand years ago butbat a god
who lives todayto day a god who has a
voice withwhichh to speakpea todayodaytoO day and
who has arms aandnd a head I1and4 bodily
as wellweli as spirlspiritualtual powers who can
communicate hisS mindad and his will
unto his children with the same facili-
ty in the days in which we live as hetydidid in the days of the savior and his
disciples or in the days of the

if there Is any feature char
acte ristle of the present age that Is more
notable than another it is the decay of
faith in god it is a characteristic of our
age and time and it is one that is in-
creasinglycreasingly manifestingmanifestmanifestingig itself among
what are termed the Cchristianristian nations
I1 have myself ffrequently especially of
late years been struck with the con-
trast between the present unbelief and
the faith concerning god which existed
in the days when I1 first went out to
preach the gosgospelpelpei or liiila11 the days ot my
youth scepticism is increasing on
everyeveny hand and if it were not for this
church and the faith that is cherished
by the latter day saints and which
they arearc endeavoring to into the
minds of their children and of all un-
to whom they have access there would
be no church of which I1 have any
knowledge that as a church believes
in god our eternal father as he is
described in the scriptures a god who
can hear and answer liteliterallyrallyraily answer

the prayers of those who address
him in faith the idea has become
very prevalentalent of late years in the soveecacalledI1 elreyegreychristian world that god does
not interfere by any special providence
in behalf of anyabr people or of any indi-
vidual that liehe governs the universeuniverso
and thath earth upon which we stand
and the inhabitants of which we form
a part by grand and universal laws
and that those laws are never over-
ruled in other words that there
is no special interpositioninterposition of provi
dence inin behalf 0of individuals or of
peoples but that the lord rules by
those grand laws which are applicable
to all and which all have to submit to
and thatthat he does not concern himselfhimsel
to listen unto the appeals of individu-
als in behalf of themselves or of those
in whom they are interested or to
have any special providence extended
unto nations and it Is this feature of
belief that causes mankind who are
familiarlamillar with us to enterentertaintata such ideas
respecting our ffuture as they frequent-
ly indulge in you will often hear it
said I1 have heard it stated I1 may say
hundreds of times when I1 have spoken
to friends who are not of our faith
concerning the interposition of pro-
vidence in our behalf and the faith
thalthat we had respectingeting the deliverancesalices
that would be broughtwrought out for us I1
have been told that god is on the side
of the strongest battalions that god
is on the side ot the heaviest artillery
that god is on the side of the greatest
numbers and I1 have otenotten provoked
smiles of incredulity by the simple
statement of our faith in god and our
hopes and anticipations concerning
the care that he had had over us the
deliverances that he has wrought out
for us and the promises that he had
made unto us concerning the ffuture

upon this point and in this
respect we differ as I1
have remarked from every peopleeo aeyn ziswith whom I1 am acquainted in tthis
feature of our religion this implicit
trust in a god who can ilearhear and who
can answer prayer in a god who is
not on the slsidebrayere of the greatest num-
bers unless the greatest numbers are
in the right in a god whose power lais
not exerted in behalf of the strongest
battalions nor of the heaviest artil
lery unless the strongest battalions
ankanor the heaviest artillery are in the
right we believe as it has sometimes
been stated that ddgod and one man are
a great majority and thatwhen he pur-
posesoses to accodaccomplishlish a certain workpitaallali thehe powers onearthof earth and the powers
of hell combined cannot prevent the
accomplishment of that work
there is no power that can by any pos-
sibilitysibl iltzlity defeat his purposes and that
he will ininterposetexpose by the exercise of
his aleighalmightyty power in behalf of
individual I1inn behalf of the commun-
ity or in bebehalfhaltait of the nation concern-
ing whom he has Sspokenp and who are
seseekingbeeking to do hhisis Xwill weve have prov-
ed least to our own satisfactionVthehe hhistorystory of the people is fuliuil of
illustrations of the most remarremarkablekallekalie
character establishing this truth so
alsaisas we are concerned beyond Wallali con

troversetroversy and I1 am happy to say that
this faltfaith Is increasing instead of de-
creasing among the latter day saints
I1 am happy in this knowledgknowledgee
in mymay associations with our people in
various places I1 find that there is a
steady growth ofbf faith in that god
whom we worship and in illshis power
tto0 save and to deliverdeliver us and in hismis
power to bless us and to grantant unto ustourthe righteous desires of our hearts
this does not necessarily require a
suspension of law etwasit was no suspen-
sion of law on the part of ournur savior
that caused him to gather from the
elements the bread and the fishes
necessary to feed the multitude it
was no suspension of law that caused
him to open the eyes of the blind or
to cause the sick to be healed it was
no suspension of lawlawr that caused him
to ascend in the sight of his disciples
after his resurrection when ilehe visited
them I1 know that miracles are said
to be a suspension of law but
instead of otheir being a suspension of
law they are due to a knowledge ofat a
higher lawlawt to a comprehension of
greater laws by the knowledge of
which what are called miracles areeree
wrought to a person who never saw
the effect of electricity itif he were tufah

this tabernacle and were to see these
lights kindled instantaneously by the
touch of electricity a person who diddd
not understand the laws of electricity
would say why this Is miraculous I1

or to an ignorant person a person
who knew nothing of the law of elec-
tricitytricity it would seem marvellousmarcellousmarvellous that
one standing at the end of a wire
stretched under the ocean could bbyy
touching that wi a dis-
tance of nearly miles and could
talk to a person at the other end of the
wire had this been mentioned luin the
days of our forefathers they would
navehave declared it was an
such power would have been miracu-
lous in their eyes and they would have
said that such a thing was contrary to
all known laws concerning the ttrapsr s
mission of sound and thought bbutbul to
us who understand this laworlaw or if we
do not understand see the op-
erationserations of electricity who know that
we can goao to the telegraph office and
send a message to europe from this
city and get a reply within a few hours
in fact receive itft here at a time of the
day earlier than it was transmitted
from there which is frequently done

wenhowe who witness this no longer look
upon it as a micaelemiraeleeie or as a sussuspen-
sion

en-
tof law or a violation of thehe rawspawslaws

which govern the transmission of
soundsounderor thought we accept it be-
cause we have become familiar with it
and so if we understood the law by
which jesusjesus operated when he fed tthehe
multitude it wouldatwould be as simple to us
as the law of electricity is todayto day if
we understood the law by which the
sick were healed and sight restored to
the blind or by which he counteracted
the laws of gravitation and ascended
in the sightright of his disciples into heaven

if we understood these laws they
would be simple to us as all laws are
when they are understood

there is no suspension of law on the
partart of our father when ilehe interposes
inin behalf of his children he has min-
istering sspiritsbrits who minister unto
those as zethe apostle tells us who
shall be heirs of salvation jesus
conveys the idea very beautifully when
he says that not one hair of our heads
fallsfaus to the ground unnoticed this
was the kind of faith which ilehe taught
illshis disciples and it is the kind of faith
that was believed in by the ancients
by those who wrote the bible by those
who wrote the book of mormon and
it isIB the saith that is transmitted to us
which god is endeavoring to establish
in the hearts of the children of menbeutoto
bringbring them nearer to him and enaenablede
tthemhem to partake of that power which
he is willinwilling to bestow upon men if
they will follow after him

As I1 have said the history of this
church is ffulluli of instances of this
character when we started out ffromrom
the state of illinois and crossed the
mississippi when it was frozen over
the leading men of this church send-
ing their wagons odwithon with the few goodsgood
they had they launched forth into a
wilderness not knowing where they
were going moses and the children
of israel when they left Eegetpt hadbad a
more definite idea of their destination
than the latter day saints had when
they left illinois because the chichildrenideenI1
of israel knew that ththee promisespromises whwhichh
had been made to their litherlatherfather abraham
concerning canaan and which was
the residence of the heads of their
tribtribesesmustmust be fulfilled the tradi-
tions of the people led them to look
back to canaan as the land which they
would eventually inherit but there
were no such traditions for us to lean
upon before the people stretchedchedanan
uninhabited wilderness two thousand
miles in extent concerning which but
little was known but the people had
no hesitation god had spoken bv the
mouth of his servant jojosepheph smith
the prophet concerning the latter
day saints that they should be in the
rocky mountains aud should become
a numerous people a great people
the twelve apostles who then presid-
ed over the church were led by the
spirit of Ggod0d to organize the people
into comcompaniespan 1 aandnelnei to encourage thethemin
to look forarforward to a journeajourney in the
wilderness to a land to whichwh ch god
would lead us and that when we
should find it we should
know it was the land that lieile
forfonforustonusug there were inviting places in
iowa for iowalowa was then comparative-
ly uninhabited we followed indian
trailtrall with our wagons for there was
no regular wagon road we built
bridgesbrid acrossthiethlettetietic streams of iowa
tthatishatiess streams that were not fordable
yertovertovercoverver which t taketahe our wagons and

cattle the whole countrycountry was a waste
the latter day saints might hadllad they
chosen havellave settled there but the
voice of the spirit was not to ssettleettle
there we crossed the missouri river
remained during tha winter uuponon its
banklandbanksand then in the spring wethe plopio-
neers launched out through what is
now theState of0 Mbnebraska which was
then indian territory the fertility of
those plains did not tempt them to
make that their abiding place but they
pressed on not a amanman inn the company
knowing where they were going not a
man in the company who had ever trod
the ground before or who knew anany-
thing by practical experience of the
character of the region upon which
they werewere entering

now this was faith in god it is
easy to say after it has been demon-
strated that settlements could
in these mountains that crops could
iebe raised it is easy to sayisay that this
was not much of an inz I1 am
reminded of a story told of columbus
after he had made the discovery ofa
america and returned to spain upon
one occasion while at a banquet with
a number of spanish grandeesgrandegrandeescs some
one made lightlighton of the discovery hehle had
made of ththe voyage that he had under-
taken and the result of it ilehe picked
up an egg that vaswastas lying near and
asked which of them could make that
egg stand on end they all tried it
but failed they could not make the
egg tandstand on end ilehe thereupon took
eieliealie iseggg knocked it on the table and

1 flattenedttegde itt and made the egeega stand
gentlemen said he it is easyearvI1 to

I1 make an egg stand on end when youon
know how to do it it it is easy to dis
cover a land after it has been disco-

vered it Is easy to talk about the set-
tlement of these valleys and that
which has been done here after the
work has been accomplished and the
problemproblem has been solved after it has
been demonstrated beyond all possible0 sible
doubt that this country is limitablelizihabitablebiblebibie
that these valleysvalleyswillwillwili produce crops to
sustain human life and that
these streams that flow fromfrom
the mountains can be used
torlor the irrigating of these lands and
used successfully but there was a
time when therewas doubt concerning
this when the pioneers reached this
varleyvalley there was no doubt in the mind
of
cayeythe man who led the people what-
ever there might be in the ands of
others illshis mind was clear and the
whole people feltfeitf that he had the right

dromdron god as illshis servant to designate
the spot they had faith to believe
that god would sustain them in doindolndoing
what they were told and they plantedplante
themselves on this spot having faith in
20godd believing that here would hear
theme 0 believing that he had heard
them believing that he would still
continue to protect them and falfil all
his promises which he had made and
they proved then if they had not
proved before thaithat god the eternal
father is a god nigh at hand and not
afar ornorf and when the crickets came
down as they did in myriads
from the mountains blackening the
whole face of the valley sweetingsweepingsweeying off
durinduring1 one night fields of gragrainn that
were as promising as fields could be
and leaving them as bare as the palm
of a maaslandmanshandlandhand even then their faith
did not failfall they still had confidence
that that god who had led them thus
far would still continue to preserve
them and would supply their wants
and when it seemed as though their
faith had been tried to the very utter

I1 most when the last point had been
reached god interposed by a very
natural means he did not come down
himself that is in our sight for us to
see him visibly illshis angels did not
come for us to see them visibly but
he sent I1the gulls who came by thou-
sands anandd who devoured those crick-
ets leavingleavin them in heaps alongaidna the
edges ot theile water ditches having
eaten their nillnili they then vomited andana
havinhavluhaving eaten aagain vomited again and
thus Ccontinued the work of devouring
until every fieldneld was clear of those
destructive insects now an unbe-
liever mtmightht not have seen the hand of
god in thisOs but the hearts of the lat
ter day saints did see his hand and
profound gratitude was aroused
prayers of thanksgiving ascended unto
the god of heavenheavelin for illshis interposi-
tion n our behalf the people felt
that their god was still near to them
that he still heard and answered their
prayers allarlandid granted unto them the
desires of their hearts

andtiusand thus it has been from that day
until the present time notwithstand-
ing the many measures that have been
taken against us as a peopleeople the many
plots that have seemed so promising to
those who framed them concerning the
destruction of the latter day saintsa ants
when it has seemed that destructdestructionio
was inevitable that no power could
save us god has interposed by illshis
wonderfulwondernal power and we have escaped
and todayto day notwithstanding these
many efforts we are a free peoplepeopie in
the mountains having the privilege
that god said we should have of wor
shipping him and enjoying peace and
prosperity if wuwe would but continue to
put our trust in him and keep his
commandments so that todayto day
throughout all these valleys ffromrom one
end to the other there isia a people
found who notwithstanding all the
threats that are fulminated all the
projects that anare started all the efforts
that are made to destroy us as a reli-
gious ororganization to break downdownouruur
liberties to rob us of those rights
which are dear to every man who has
been born free notwithstanding these
threats a reign of peace and undisturb-
ed quiet prevails throughout all these
valleys in the breasts in the houses
in the family circles of all the latter
davday saintssainta from oneonu endoud olof this land

to16 tiiethe giheiother A grander exhibition of
faith a more sublime exhibition of
confidence in god cannot hebe witnessed
anywhere upon the face of the earth
than Jsis afforded by the example of the
latter day saints they do bear wit-
ness unto the heavens unto god the
eternal father unto holy angels and
unroll men that whatever unbelief
mamaxmay prevail elsewhere whatever thetilefeelingsfeelings of scepticism may be in other
lands and among other peoples they
htat least have unwaveringunwaveringlyly andana

relied upon hisris glorious
promises and are willingwl ling to trust him
to the very uttermost believing that he
1Is indeed a god who 1is as I1 have said
gearnear at hand and not alaralar off I1in factfactt
outside of this people you can scarcely
tindhildanildafind a man or a women who has any
clear cohecoueconceptioneption concernconcerninginglug god him-
self you ask members otof churches

what is your god like who is
the being whom youou worship 11 and
the reply doubtless of many would
be great is the mystery of godlinessagatthat is something we do not compre-
hend 1 it is a forbidden topietopic almastyou ask ministers of religion concernconcern-
ing ththe character and fformorm of god andarnd
howbow few there are who will attempt to
make any sort of a reasonable answer
they have no idea scarcely do thelthey
beheyebelieve him to be a personal being I1
have scarcely ever found a professing
christian who did believe this they
say god is a spirit true enoenoughuh but
has god no powers Is god a diffused
substance filling all creation that
Is the idea that manymanx have and you
bettne professed hristianchristianbrist lanian and the
professed Infideli and let each of them
talk about god and they are as near
together aias it is possible to be the
infidel who has no faith in acol believes
in elTheeithe professes
to bellevebelieve in god if hebe attempts to de
fine his god will describe him some-
thing as an infidel would the creative
power

but what is the trutharuth concerning
god let us bear what moses says

and god saidsald letiet us make man in
our image after our likeness and let
them havebommondominion over the fish of the
sea and over the fowl of the air and
oyeroter the cattle and over allan the earth
and every creeping thing that creepethreth
upon the earth

so god created man in his own im-
age in the image of god created he
nunhim male and female created he
themthern I1

what could be plainer than thisagod created man in his own image
inthein the image of god created he him
male and female created he them
again moses says

this is the book of the genera-
tions of adam ininthethe day that god
created man in the likeness of god
made hehimhim

maiemale and femaleemale created he them t
and blessed them and called their
name Adam in the day when they were
created

yet with this bible in their hands
you will scarcely find a professprofessedea
christian who believes this statement
of moses that god created man in his
own image notwithstanding the fact
that paul in two or three places in his
epistles actually says that jesus is the
express image of hishia fathers person
he wrote so to the galatiansGalatlansians ilehe
wrote so to the hebrews he told
them that jesus christ was tbthee express
image of god hisbis father and we
have the fact recorded that abraham
talked with god and that abraham
plead with god you remember the
occasion when three personages came
down and visited abraham abraham
it is said talked with the lord and
plead with him concerning the des-
tructiontruction which was aboutabbout to come
uuponcon sodom he plead that if therebouldshould be fifty righteous men found in
sodom would ilehe spare the ccityity he
plead that if there should be but forty
fivenive or forty or thirty or twenty and
finally he bailiecame downtodown to ten that it ten
righteous men were found would he
spare the city and ilehe promised liehe
would ilehe talked with him as one
man with another again we
have the record of moses in exodus
where he tells us that the seventy
elders of israel ate and drank in the
presence of the god of israel we
have the statement also that the two
tables of stones which contained the
law and the testimony were written
by the finger of god by his own finger
and when moses plead with him thatteat
hebe mightmight see his person ilehe told him
that he should see illshis back parts but
illshis face should not be seen he gavegaye
that promise to moses and mosesarises
saw his person

our lord and savior JesusJesu Christ
whom we worship as god was a manmoan
like unto us so much so that his di-
vinity was not recognized through any
external signs by the jews there
was nothingbothinI1 about illslils person that
they could discover that would make
him a god the creator of the heavens
and the earth any more than the
sandwich islanders could discover in
the person of captain cook who dis-
covered their islands they believed
him to be a god when liehe nitanirafirstfita came in
their midst but he showed signs of
mortal fear by which they knew he
was not a god and they slew him thejews tested as they thought most
thoroughly the divinity otof jesus
Wwhenhen they hunihung him upon the cross
they said mocmockinglyangly if thou be the
son of god come down from tiletiie
cross they assumed that they
would believe and accept himliniI1 asas the
son of lodgod3 if ithe would come downlown
from the cross ilehe was in all respectsct
a man so far as the outward appear-
ance was concerned illshis exterior was
that of a man but neverneverthelesstheles ilehe
was a god hehe was trie first begotten
son of tuethe eternal father who sits en-
throned inig glory andfind maesky starr

rounded by burning fire ilehe was the
songon of that beinbeingbeung and was theethe e-xpress image of illsilia person like bimhim
having a head having the senses thatthat
men have having all the bodily featea
turestares that we haveardhave and illshis fatherlather weswas
precisely like him or hedeainhishos in other
words was precisely like sl Father
there is nothing more plainly concey
ed and taught than ththiss in the scrip-
tures of divine truth the bible andyet men professing to teach godliness
and to teach god endeavor to destroydestro
that ffeeling and thatthat falthfaith in the minds
of the people

when such misconceptions adese
exist in the minds of the children ofmen of course there canncannotot be correct
faith exercised men do not knorknow to
whom to go on whom to callcalidallortolortooitoelto
whom to pray this laIs eternal life n
says jesus that they might know
thee the only true god and jesus
whom thou hast sent chato
eternal life to know him to cerulcomcorcoralieahieapielielit
liend him to understand the beibehbdie
that gave us life that createdcreatedxjitherefore when a man understand
this he goes to god with perfect cohcot
nidfidficeneceneeence ilehe asks god as helie would hii

earthly father for that which he did

sires
my brethren and sisters it Is a aftgl

ririousous truth that has been frught totokton
that we are literally the childrenschildreni
god that we are his literal desben
ants as jesus was literally descend
ed ffromrom him and that he Is our eathfathfatha
as much as our earthly parent is 0our
father andeeand we can go to him with I1
feeling of nearness knowing this dil

4

standingferstandingder it by the revelations whick
god has given to us

I1 would like to read to youyon a little toti I1

refresh your minds and to show yojiiouyou
how this faith which had beensonbeen so lodiodlona
lost to the earth was restored for titthi
memory of it the memory of whaiwhat
god was like had died out of the hulbulildtin l

manmarx mind hundreds of years haihathafhlf
elapsed since any man had seen godagod
all that was known therefore res
pelting him his personality anceliand hu

I1

attributes was that which was written
in the Bbiblenibleibleibie but throughI1h the spiritual
izing that had taken place through theltiethe
attachment of double meanings to tiethi
plain word of god it caused the truth
to fade away from mens minds ahertthero
was no man upon the earth of whoa ibehavewe have any knowledge who coula
tell any thing about god or about tja
angel As I1 remarked here a few susur
daxdayssacosagoairoasro the general idea that pit
tailed in regard to angels wasvas tktte
they were half fowl that they vama
men or women with feathered wh
growing out of their backs I1 knotknox
that there are creatures referred toktoll
the scriptures who have wings buibd
they are not men they are not angelangen
suchsuch as come and riministerfinister unto thitthetthithe
human family yet you will see infa all
the pictorial representations otoi anani
gelsgeis in our farnfamilydiky bloiesbibbes abeln s

dressed somewhat likeilkee a wwoman sitf l

features resembling those oiof a woman
and with ffeatheredea wings growingrowing out i

on their backs these deasideas bebecamecanecant i

common and still prevail throughout
christian nations

now as I1 have said the true con I1

caption of god like the true concepconceyconcept
angels had vanished from

minds of the children of men B14

joseph smith prompromptedted by the spisp
of god chosen as I1 fully believe
the old prophets were from before
beginning of the world to lay
foundation of this great latter
work was moved upon to inquire
god I1 will read a little of whatwha
said concerning this

weilu I1 was laboring under the Q

difficulties caused by tthehe cofcotcota
tests of these parties of

bry
e I1

was one day reading theethe epistleistle
james first chapter and fifth vevers
which reads if any of you laclack wliisdoradol

let him ask of god that untoantol
men liberally and upbraideth notpot sstii

it shall be given him never did slialf
passage of scripture come with mommon
power to the heart oiof man than thi
did at this time to mine it
enter with greatthreat force into every fedfedtt
ing of my heart I1 reflected on it agiari
and again knowing thatisthat if any perin
needed wisdomwisdom from god I1 did ft10

how to act I1 did not know and unie
I1 could get more wisdom than I1
hadhai would never know for i4
teachers of religion of the dlfdifdiffertferel
sects undandunderstooderswood the same passagepassae

differently as to desdestroytroalallali confinoconfide if
lain settling the question oy an appellappeal j

the bible at length I1 came totolar1

conclusion that I1 must eltheeitheconticontucontressesaEss

main in darkness and confusionconfusiafusio
or else I1 must do as james directs
is ask of god I1 at length came 0to
determination to ask of god codocono
ing that if he gave wisdom to imiiblw
that lacked wisdom and would fivetivelve

liberally and not upbraid I1 mighty11

ture so in accordance with t

determination to ask of Ggodod I1 retiredretire
to the woods to make the attempt
was on the morning of a bobeanajaffal

clear day early in the spring of it10

rit was the first time in my we wW I1
had made such an attempt fotssfoi 31

all my anxieties I1 had neverneversss Yyeiet
made the attempt to pray

after I1 had retired into tiie place
where I1 had previously dedeewsinSIPed vto
go0 havinhaving looked around me indstamastamonindfind
angng myselfmyself alone I1 kneeled down and
beganegan to offer up the desires oiof rsof
hearteart to god I1 had scarcely done soisoos0

when immediately I1 wasswas elfedseized apollupon

by somehome power which entirely owrover
came me and hadbad hi v

influence over me as tirtoV bind mlmj

tongue toso that I1 couldcouldipdep notnoxot
thick darkness gathered roand
me and it seemed to kefor a me a

if 1 were doomed to sudden desirusde
tion but exerting all mya powers to

call upon god to deliver me onoutbofof thette
af this cinemy had seizedbelted


