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REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

[n arisingto address you, my breth-
ren ahd ﬂlﬂgt.ers, this evening, I desire
O e oo ledl 10 Apeak upon thoes
that 1 ma 8 upon
points of !doctrinﬁ orof principle that
are adapted to our wants and to the
circumstances which surround us.

It is a great responeibility to arise as
a teacher to a great people like those
who have assembled wi this house
this evening, especially to speak in the
name of the Lord, and I do not believe
that any man should do this unless he
can have the assistance of that spirit

which God has promised to bestow

upon His servants.
e who belong to the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latt.er-dag Saints be-
lieve in God, not a God who lived a
few thousand years , but a God
e ik which . Apeak to-day, and
voice with whic spea -day,
who has arms and a head, and gﬂdily
as well as spiritual powers, who can
communieate His mind and His will
unto His children with the same facili-
ty in the days in which we live as He
d,id in the days of the Savior and His
disciples, or in the days of the pro-
phets, If there is any feature char-
acteristic of the present age that is more
notable than another it is the decay of
faith in God. Itis a characteristic of our
age and time, and it is one that is in-
creasingly mnnﬂesting itself among
what are termed the Christian natioas.
I have myself frequently—especially of
late vears—been struck with the con-
trast between the present unbelief and
the faith coancerning God which existed
in the days when I first went out to
preach the Gospel, or iu the days ot my
youth. Scepticism is increasing on
every hand, and if it were not for this
Church, and the faith that is cherished
by the Latter- Saints, and which
tl{ey are endeavoring to instil into the
minds-of their children, and of all un-
to whom they have access, there would
be no Church of which I have any
knowledge that, as a church, believes
in God our Eternal Father, as he is
described in the Scriptures—a God who
can hear and answer—literally answer
—the prayers of those who address
Him in faith. The idea has become
very prevalent of late years in the so-
cu]l..ﬁa-.s Christian world that God does
not interfere by any special providence
in behalf of any people or of any indi-
vidual; that He governs the universe
and the earth upon which we stand,
and the inhabitants of which we form
a part, by grand and universal laws,
and that those laws are never over-
ruled. In other words, that there
is no special interposition of provi-
dence in behalf of individuals or of
peoples, but that the Lord rules by
those grand laws which are applicable
to all, and which all have to submit to
and that He does not concern Himself
to listen unto the appeals of individuo-
als in behalf of themselves or of those
in whom they are interested, or to
have any special providence extended
unto nations; and it is this feature of
belief that causes mankind who are
familiar with us to entertain such ideas
respecting our future as they frequent-
ly ind in. You will often hear it
" said—I have heard it stated I may say
hundreds of times when I have spoken
to friends who are mnot of our faith,
concerning the inter;»oﬂtiun ot pro-

vidence in our behalf, and the faith
that we had re ting the deliverances
that would be ught out for us—I

have been told that God is on the side
of the strongest battalions, that God
is on the side ot the heaviest artillery
that God is on the side of the ::rentesf;

numbers, and I have often provoked
smiles of incredulity the simple
statement of our faith in God and our

hopes and anticipations concerning
the care that He had had over us, the
deliverances that He has muﬂlt out
for us, and the promises that He had
made unto us concerning the future.
Upon this point and in this

respect we differ as I
have remarked, from e;fery ople
with whom I am acquainted—in this

feature of our religion, this implicit
trust in a God who can hear and who
can answer prayer, in a God who is
not on the side of the greatest num-
bers, unless the test numbers are
in the right; ina whose power is
not exerted in behalf of the strongest
battalions, ner of the heaviest artil-
" lery, uanless the strongest battalions
mﬁ the heaviest artillery are in the
right. We believ
been stated, that
a great majority,and that when He pur-
poses to accomplish a certain work,
all the powers of earth and the powers
of hell combined cannot prevent the

accomplishment of that work; that

there is no
sibility defeat His p
He | inte
His Almighty _
individual, in [ of the commun-
ity, or in behalf of the nation concern-
ing whom He has spoken and who are
seeking to do his . We have prov-
ed this,at least to our own satisfaction,
The history of the people is full of
illustrations of the most remarkable

wer that can by a 8-
D His parposes; and that

character establishing this truth, so far

as we are concerned, beyond a.ﬁ con-

e, as it has sometimes
dod and one man are

by the exercise of
wer in behalf of the

that caused Him to gather from the
elements the bread and the fishes
necessary to feed the multitude. It
was no suspension of law thas caused
Him to o
to cause the sick to be healed. It was
no suspension of law that caused Him
to ascend in the sight of His d les
after His resurrection when He ted
them. I know that miracles are said
to be a suspension of law; but
instead of Itheir being a suspension of
law they fare due to a knowledge of a
higher law, to a comprehension of
greater laws, by the knowledge of
which what are ealled miracles are
wrought. To aperson who never saw
the effect of electricity, if he werein
this Tabernacle and were to see these
lights kindled instantaneously by She
touch of electricity—a person who did-
not understand the laws of electrlcltx
would say, ‘*“Why this is miraculous.

Or to an ignorant person, a person
who knew nothing of the law of elec-
tricity, it would seem marvellous that
one standing at the end of a wire
stretched under the ocean could, by
touching that wire,communicate a dis-
tance of nearly 3,000 miles, and could
| talk te a person at the other end of the
wire. Had this been mentioned iu the
days of our forefathers they would
have declared it was an impossibility.
Such power would have been miracu-
{lous in their eyes, and they would have
said that such a thing was contrary to
all known laws concerning the t -

us who understand this law—or if we
do not understand it,gywho see the op-
erations of electricity, who know that
we can go to the telegraph office and
send a message to Europe from this
city and get a reply within a few hours,
in fact, receive it here at a time of the
day earlier than it was transmitted
from there, which is frequently done
—we who witness this no longer look
upon it as a miraele, or as a suspea-
sion of law, or a violation of the laws
which govern the transmission of
sound or thought. We accept it be-
cause we have become famljiar with it.
And so, if we understood the law by
which .’I esus operated when He fed the
multitude, it would be as simple to us
as the law of electricity is to-day. If
we understood the law by which the
| sick were healed and sight restored to
the blind, or by which He counteracted
the laws of vitation and ascended
in the sight of His disciplesinto heaven
—if we understood these laws they
would be simple to us, as all laws are
when they are understood.

There is no suspension of law on the
l art of our Father when He interposes

Pn behalf of His children. Hehas min-
istering spirits who minister wunto
those, as the Apostle tells us, who
shall be Heirs of salvation. Jesus
conveys the idea very beautifully when
He aag that not one hair of our heads
falls the ground unnoticed. This
was the kind of faith which He taught
His disciples, and itis the kind of faith
that was believed in by the ancients,
by those who wrote the Bible, by those
who wrote the Book of Mormon, and
it 18 the faith that is transmitted to us
which God is endeavoring to establish
in the hearts of the children of mean,to
bring them hearer to Him, and enable
them to partake of that power which
He is willing to bestow upon men if
they will follow after Him.

As I have said, the history of this
Church is full of instances of this
character. Whenh we started out from
the State of Illinois and crossed the
| Mississi pi when it was frozeh over,
the leading men of this Church, send-
| ing their wagons on with the few goods
they had, they lauanched forth into a
wilderness, not knowing where they
were going. Moses and the children
of Israel, when they left E,_.-E'pt. bhad a
more definite idea of their destination
than the Latter-day Saints had when
they left Illinois; because the children
of Israel knew that the promises which
had been made to theirfather Abraham
concerning Canaan, (and which was
the residence of the heads of their
tribes) must be fulfilled. The tradi-
tions of the people led them to look
back to Canaan as the land which they
would eventually inherit. But there
were no such traditions for us to lean
upon. Before the people stretched an
uninhabited wilderness, two thousand
miles in extent, concerning which but
little was known, but the people had
no hesitation. God had spoken by the
mouth of His servant Joseph Smith,
the Prophet, concerning the Latter-
day Saints, that they should be in the
Rocky Mountains, aud should become
a numerous people, a great people,
The T'welve Apostles who then presid-
ed over the Church were led by the
Spirit of God to organize the people
into companies, and to encourage them
to look fumrﬂ to a journey in the
wilderness to & land to which God
would lead us, and that when we
should find it we should
know it was the land that Lle ‘designed
for us. There were inviting places in
Io for Jowa was then comparative-
ly uninhabited. We followed Indian
trails with our wagons, for there was
no r wagon road. We built
bridges across the streams of lowa—
that is, streams that were not fordable

—gver which ¢, take our wagons and

|

nthe eyes of the bliod, or

mission of sound and thought; but to |

man in the company who had evertrod
the ground before, or who knew any-
thing, by practical experience, of the
character of the region upon which
they were entering.

Now, this was faith in God. 1t is
easy to say, after it has been demon-
strated that settlements could be made
in these mountains, that crops could
be raised—it is easy to sa t this
was not much of an unde ing, Tam
reminded of a story told of Columbus.
After he had m -
America and returned to Spain, upon
one occasion, while at a banquet with
a number of Spanish dees, some
one made light of the discovery he had
made, of the voyage that he had under-

taken and the result of it. He picked
up an egg that was lying near, and
asked which of them could make that

egg stand on end. ‘They all tried it,
but failed; they could not make the
gg stand on end. He thereupon took

e egg, knocked iton the table and
flattened it, and made the egg stand.
“Gentlemen,”” said he ‘it is easy to
. make an egg stand on _end when you
‘know how to do it.”’ 1t is easy to dis-
{;mver a land after it has been discov-
"ered. Itis easy to talk about the set-
' tlement of these valleys, and that
which has beep done here, after the
' work has been accomplished and the
tgergb em has been solved; after it has

n demonstrated beyond all possible
. doubt that this country 'is habitable,
that these valleys will produce crops to
sustain human life, and that
‘these streams that flow from
the mountains can be  used
for the irrigntigﬁ of these lands and
used successfully. But there was a
time when there was doubt concerning
this. When the pioneers reached this
valley, there was no doubt in the mind
of the man who led the people, what-
everthere might be in the minds of
others. His mind was clear, and the

‘whole ple feit that he had the right
from , 48 His servant, to designate
the t. They had faith to believe

that God would sustain them in dnitgg
what they were told, and they plan
thémselves on this spot, having faithin
God, believing that He would hear
them, believing that He had heard
them, believing that He would still
centinue to protect them, and fulfll all
His promises which He had made, and
they proved then, if they had not
roved before, that God the KEternal
ather is a God nigh at hand and not
afar off. And when the crickets came
down, as they did in 1843jin myriads
from the mountains, ‘blackening the
whole face of the vuﬁer. sweeping off
during one night fields of n that
were as promising as fields could be,
and leaving them as bare as the palm
of a man’s hand, even then their faith
did not fail; they still had confidence
that that God who had led them thus
far would still contimue to preserve
them and would supply their wants;
and when it seemed as though their
faith had been tried to the very utter-
most, when the last point had been
reached, Goe interpuosed by a very
natural means. He did not come down
Himself, that is in our sight
see Him visibly; His lngels did not
come for us to see them visibly: but
He sent the gulls who came by thou-
sands and who devoured those crick-
ets, lea them in heaps along the
edges ot the water ditches. Havin
eaten their fill they then vomited, an
having eaten ea.cFa.iu vomited adg-ain, and
thus continued the work of devouring
until every fleld was clear of those
destructive insects. Now, an unbe-
liever might not have seen the hand of
God in this, but the hearts of the Lat-
ter-day Saints did see His hand and
rofound gratitude was aroused.
rayers of thanksgiving ascended unto
the God of heaven for His interposi-
tion in our behalf. The people felt
that their God was still near to them,
that He still heard and answered their
prayers, and granted unto them the
desires of their hearts.

And thus it has been from that day
until the present time. Notwithstand-
ing the many measures that have been
taken against us as a people, the many
plots that have seemed s0 promising to
those who framed them concerning the
destruction of the Latter-day Saints;
when it has seemed that destruction
was inevitable, that no power could
save us, God has in osed by His
wonderful power and we have escaped,
and to-day, notwithstanding these
many efforts, we are a free people in
the mountains, hay the privilege,
that God said we should have, of wor-
shipping Him and enjoying peace and
prosperity, if we would but continue to
put our trust in Him and keep His
commandinents ; so that to-day
throughout all these valleys, from one
end to the other, there is a people
found who, notwithstand all the
threats that are fulminated, all the
projects that are started, all the efforts
that are made to destroy us as a reli-
ﬁluuu orgauization, to break down vur

berties, to rob us of those rights
which are dear to every man who
been born free—notwithstanding these
threats a reign of and undisturb-
ed quiet prevails throughout all these
valleys, in the breasts, in the houses,
in the family circles, of all the Latter-
day Saints from one end of this land

¢ the discovery of

forus to | P

promises, and are willing to trust Him
to the very uttermost, believing that He
is indeed a God who is, as I have said,
near at hand and not afar off. In fact,
outside of this people you can scarcely
find a man or a women who has any
clear conception concerning God Him-
self. You ask members of churches,
“What is vour God like? Who is
the Being whom you worship?”’—and
the reply, doubtless, of many would
be, “grent is the mystery of godliness.
That is something we do not compre-
hend.” " It is a forbidden topic,almost.
You ask ministers of religion concern-
ing the character and form of God, and
how few there are who will attempt to
make any sort of a reasonable answer.
They have no idea, scarcely, Do they
believe Him to be a personal being? |
have scarcely ever found a professing
Christian who did believe this. They
say God is a spirit. True enough. But
has God no powers. Is God a diffused
substance. filling all creation? That
is the idea that many have. And you
get the professed Christiun and the
profe intidel, and let each of them
talk about God, and they are as near
together as itis possible to be. The
infidel who hasno faith in Ged believes
In nature.jThe Christian,who professes
to betieve in God, if he attempts to de-
fine his God will describe him some-
thing as an infidel would the creative
power.

But what is the fruth concerning
God? Let us bear what Moses says:

“And God said, let us make man in
our image, after our likeness: and let
them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth.

“*So God created man in his own im-

, in the image of God created he
him; male and female created he
them.,”

What could be plainer than this!
“God created man in his own image,
in‘the image of God created he him;
male and female created he them.”
Again Moses says:

‘This is the book of the genera-
tions of Adam. Inthe day that God
created man, in the likeness of God
made he him;

‘‘Male and female created he them;
and blessed them, and called their
name Adam, in the day when they were
createc.”’

Yet with this Bible in their bands
you will scarcely find a pmfesse&
Christian who believes this statement
of Moses, that God created man in his
own i , notwithstanding the fact
that Paul in two or three places in his
epistles actually says that Jesus is the
express image of his Father’s person.
He wrote so to the Galatians. He
wrote so to the Hebrews. He told
them that Jesus Christ was the express
image of God his Father. And we
have the fact recorded that Abraham
talked with God, and that Abraham
plead with God. You remember the
occasion when three personages came
down and visited Abraham. Abraham
it is said talked with the Lord and
lead with Him concerning the des-
truction which was about to come
upon Sodom. He plead that if there
should be fifty righteous men found in
Sodom would He spare the city? He
Hlea.d that if there should be but forty-

ve, or forty, or thirty or twenty, and
ﬂnail}* he came downrto ten—that if ten
richteous men were found would He
spare the city? and He promised He
would. He talked with Him as one
man talketh with another. Again, we
have -the record of Moses in Exodus
where he tells us that the seventy
Elders of Israel ate and drank in the

resence of the God of Israel. We

ave the statement also that the two
tables of stones which contained the
law and the testimony, were written
by the finger of God, b ]:lig own finger.
And when Moses plead with Him that
he might see His person He told him
that he should see His back parts; but

His face should not be seen. He gave
that promise to Moses, and Moses
saw Hlis person. '

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
whom we worship as God, was a man
like unto us, so much so that his di-
vinity was not recognized through any
external signs by the Jews. There
was nothing about His person that
thev could discover that would make
Him a God, the creator of the heavens
and the earth, any more than the
Sandwich Islanders could discover in
the person of Captain Cook, who dis-
covered their Islands. They believed
him to bea god when he first came in
their midst; but he showed signs of
mortal fear, by which they knew he
was not a god and they slew him. The
Jews tested, as they thought most

thoroughly, the divinity of Jesus.
When they hung Him upon the cross
they said moc ly, ‘*“If thou be the

Son of God come down from the
cross.” They assumed that they
would believe and accept Him as the
Son of God if He would coine down
from the cross. He was in all respectsy
a man, so far as the outward appear-
ance was concerned; His exterior was
that of a man; but, nevertheless, He
was a God. He was the first begotten
Son of the Eternal Father who sits en-
throned in glory and majesty sur-

of the people. L
When such misconceptions as
exist in the minds of the childryys

men, of course there cannot be
faith exercised; men do not \
whom to go,on whom to call, o
whom to pray. ‘‘This is eternal life»
says Jesus, ‘‘that they might knoy
thee the only true God and Jesus Chpy
whom thou hast sent.” That y,
 eternal life—to know Him, to comy
hend Him, to understand the Bg
that gave us life, that created §
Therefore, when a man understay
this he goes to God with perfect eo
fldence. He asks God as he would iy
earthly father for that which he g
sires, ;
My brethren and sisters, itisag
rious truth that has been trught to
that we are literally the childrent
God, that we are his literal descey
ants, as Jesus was literally descend
ed from Him, and that he is our Fathg
as much as our earthly parent is oy
father, and we can go to him with g
feeling of nearness, owing this, ug
derstanding it by the revelations whig
(od has given to us. ;
I would like to read to you a littlel
refresh your minds and to show ymu
how this faith which had been so lon
lost to the earth was restored; for th
memory of it—the memory of whal
God was like, had died out of the ha
man mind. Hundreds of years ha
elapsed since any man had seen God
All that* was Ekuown, therefore, res
pecting Him, His personality and HE
attributes was that which was writtes
in the Bible; but through the spiritual
izing that had taken place, throught
attachment of double meanings to th
plain word of God, it caused the trutl
to fade away from men’s minds. Thes
was no man upon the earth of whao
we have any knowledge, who |
tell any thing about God, or aboutg
angel. As |l remarked here a few Su
days ago, the general idea that pe
valled in regard to angels was
they were half fowl, that they
men or women with feathered w
gruwiﬂg out of their backs. I kné
aat there are creatures referred tok
the Scriptures who have wings, i
they are not men. they are not angel
such as come and minister unto the
human family. Yet you will see in all
the pictorial representations of an-
gels in our family Bibles
dressed somewhat like a woman, with-
features resemhllndg those of a woman,
and with feathered wings wing out
on their backs. These ideas became
common and still
Christian nations.
Now, as 1 have said, the true con
ception of God, like the true concep
tion of Angels, had vanished from#
minds of the children of men. B
Joseph Smith, prompted by the Sp
of God, chosen, as I fully believe
the old prophets were, from before
beginning of the world, to lay
foundation of this great latter-
work, was moved upon to inquire
God. I will read a little of whal
said concerning this:
““While [ was laboring under theg
treme difliculties, caused by the c¢
tests of these parties of religionists
was one day reading the 1stle
James, first chapter and fifth ven
which reads, If any of you lack wisd
let him ask of God, that giveth untol
men liberally and upbraideth not, a
it shall be given him. Never did &
passage of scripture come with md
ower to the heart of man than
id at this time to mine. It seemed!
enter with great force into every fee
ing of my heart. I reflected on it ags
and again, knowing that if any pers
needed wisdom from God, I did; &
how to act I did not know, and unle
I could get more wisdom than I t
had, would mnever know; for |
teachers of religion of the diffe
sects understood the same passage
differently as to destroy all confide
in settling the question by an appet
the Bible., At length I came tof
conclusion that 1 must either
main in darkness and confud
or else I must do as James directs,
is, Ask of God. I at length came
determination to ask of God, com
ing that if He gave wisdom to#"
that lacked wisdom, and wouldf"®
liberally and not upbraid, I mightted
ture. S0, in accordance with ths ™
determination to ask of God, I petire!
to the woods to make the attemph ]f
was on the morning of a besss

clear day, early in the sprin '

,r.

It was the first time in my lif

prevail thmughdﬁ

-
had made such an attempt, forsmidst
all my anxieties 1 had never$s Yl
made the attempt to pray vocsl

“After I had retired into the place
where I had Erevmuﬂly designed é“
Fo, having looked around me#ad fin i
ng myself alone, I kneeled down ant
began to offer up the desire: of m)
heart to God. I had scarcely done s0

when immediately I was seized upo’
by some power which ent 2ly o
came me, and had such m“iﬁhjﬂ"
influence over me as o bind 1
tongue so that 1

Thick darkness gathered :
me, and it seemed to me for & time®
if 1 were doomed to sudden dﬂ““’fﬂ
tion. But, exerting all my powers =
call upon God to deliver me out of 1
power of this enemy which had seiz¢
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