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CAPT. PERSHING
AND THE MOROS

He Tells How He Met and Then
Defeated Them,

HUNDRED AND FIFTY KILLED

Got Wehind Them, Much to Thelr
Surprise- Refused to Surrender,
Preferring to Fight it Oul

Washington, June 21.—Capt, J. J.
Pershing, who was in command of th
troops at the fight at Lake Lanao, in
the Philippines, hog writtén o letter to
u gonal friend In the war depurt
ment degeribing the battle, It hag been
ghown to Becy. Hoot, who authorized
its publication. Capt, Pershing says:

“Camp Vigars, April 27, 1903 | sup-
pose your mail adviceg have or will
hdave brought you a full account of the
Bacolod incident, In reality, the best
fight of the Moro campaigns, nhot so

or

many Moros Killed as at Bayun
Pandapalan—one year ago—but fought
secording to some gort ol gysteny

Ot course, | have worked on this
fight, ag ! toresaw long ago that I
must come and the whoe tning trom
beglnning worked out as planned, First,
we got behind them, mouch to thelr sur.
prise, and could post our guns aboye
and drop projectiieg down into thelr
fort, so that thelr artillery fire in this
cage was about all nolse, We had some
work and some fighting to galn this po
sition. Once there [t was only a ques-
tion of gitting down deliberutely and
walting (o see what the Moros would
do, Many got away before the place
wus Invested thoroughly.

“The fight began in a food of a rain
sgtorm that lasted il dark and recon
noiteging was diffieult, 8o we did not
find all the avenues of escape until next
day, and I am glad now we did not, as
they had sguch confidence in this fort,
that they hive been congtructing for a
yeur, that they took many women and
children joside and thege escaped durs
ing the night

“The next day and night we held
them fagt, however, tried to get them to
surrender, had two talkg under Hags ol
truce, ‘No,' they would fight it out, 8o
there was then only to finigh it. 1 call
ed my oflicers L wr and gave each
one his work, The waln obstacie was
a deep diteh 35 feet wide und 40 feet
deep to be crossed, Tt was to be bridged
with fallen trees und over all # bamboo
Lldre was laid

“Everything In readiness, the agsault
pegan. In the fuce of a heavy Reming
ton fire from the fort, the lines ad
vanced against two facex of the fort,

putting out of busginess évery More that
appeared, They could not  use thel
yort holes, as we had battered them
to pleces, Although we could not with
out light field artillery damage  the
eirthwork. The lines up to within 50
yardsg of the bridge were completed by
two companieg detalled for that pur
pose, treeg having been previously cut
and hauled as near as could safely be
done

Within 80 minutes, the assaulting in-
fantry swung acrogs and formed o line
on the Berme and clambered up nearly
in line to the top of the parapet. Here
they were met with kampilan and Kris,
and a bloody hand-to<hand fight occur-
red—one soldler against two  Moros
here another running his bayonet into
a fanatlie there, Morog plunging head-
long Into the deep diteh in thelr Impet
uoslty and Impetus

“It was as & whole a scene never to
forget. Too much cannot be sald of the
valor, the bravery. the courage and
cooiness and nerve of the American sol-
dler, The majority of those left inside
never reached the top of the naranet

“It was & rellef to me that none of ollp
men were killed, Two will lose an arm
each; the rest will recover with honor-
able sears, but not maimed. It was the
proudest day of my life

YCholera existed in all that section,
oandl we did not examine the interior of
the fort until after It was burned and
wet thoroughly, for there were all gorys
of vaderground gallerleg and passags
Wi

Some oficers in the assaulting line
cosnted 60 dead on one floor and Moros
B4y there were more than 100 killed in.
sgide, while the list outside has heen
growing ever since the battle, so that
1580 all told = a congervative estimate

“T have labhored with these Bacolod
Moros for g year! thegugh other Moros
pamie of them near relatives, trying to
convinee them of thelr foolishness in
thinking of fighting us, but they have
réplicd in In=ulting mesgages, and in
fact the whole Laguna de Lano has
pnticipated n reverss

“The lesson, of cou has heen a
esvere one for them, The old panan-
dungan (& sort of Moro title, meaning
chief coumeelor or gsomething of that
kind; in this cuse he had more power
than the sultain) losgt hijx life and the
rest of them that are left have sent
word that they want to be friends

“We burned nothing but this main
cotty and a few smaller ones from
vihich we were flved upon, and 1 think
the Moros all see thet our purpose is
to be humane ag far g8 they will per-
mit ue

“To my mind this practically settles
the Lake Lanao . troubles Wi of
course, must explore the sastern portion
of the Jake for a digtance that remalns
yel unexplored of about 10 miles I
anticipnte Httle trouble there, but ther
may he one or twa hard-headed old
Aattos who will put up their red flags
The matter may now be said to
pettled

"“There will never again be any cons
tinued opposition nor any general oppo
pitiem, The sensible oneg see that it is
useless, and several of thelr old pan-
ditas (priestg) are now preaching the
univergal brothedhood of man, It I8
needless for me to say to vyou that | am
gratified at the outeoms

“From Bacalod north to  Marahul
thére were more United States flags
digplayed in the road and in ranchesrios
than T supposed existed In all this
country. I have heen here nearly two
years right In and about the Moro
eountry, in the islands nearly four,
and can bet feel that 1 have accomp-
lishad samething .

“I think It the largest gingle agccess
that hag been made in the islands, One
yenr ago nobody knew nor had seen,
except myself, the Moro in his native
lagoon, vor had they any {dea of him
nor of his flerce, unconqguerable na-
ture, Today we have crossed the lake
and have practically marched around

It

"Without the support and backing of
Gen. Duvis and Gen, Sumner 1 could
ot have done this. To them, of course
us commanders belongs the oredil, l
hepe it will not fail of appreciation, and
that they will be rewsnrded accordingly
1 Wil end here this hurried description
nf the Bacolod expedition and shall
hote to hear from you at your lelgure
Bincorest regards to you and my
fricide.” "
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