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teachings were inepired of the Holy
Bpirlt. The epeaker had heard much
corrohorative evideace Irom mapy
sourcer concernlpg tne sulhenticily
of the Book of Mormon, aod in his in-
vestigntions of Jegeph’a visions wilh
heavenily beinge, he had learned that
they were verily lrue and wWas thiere.
fore in a position Lo testify fo their
truth, He remembered Molbher Bmith’s
remarke with regard to Joseph?s mie-
elop and to the esiablishment of Lhe
Church ot Jesus QOhbrlst of Latter-any
Balnts upon the earth in_ this dispen.
sation, In copclusiou Elder Coray
grew very emphatic in hie lestimony
of the Goepel and exhofted the Balnte
to remember what he bad eaid regard.
ipg the Prophet Joseph nnd the latier.
day work.

Elder Jobn . Cutler Jr., waa the
nexl epeaker., He said be had recently
yeluroed from a missiop lo the Bouth-
ern Siates. There the Elders travel us
did the Apostles of old~—dieseminaling
the principies of the Gospel {rom cily
Lo oity and county lo county. He hayg
had muoh pleasure In his Javors and
had received a Lleslimony thal Lhe
Listter-ony 8alnte were engaged In
the work of @God. He exhorled the
young men of Zton to be oiligent in
the cauee of Christ, that when Lbey
were called to go upon missions Lhey
might bave a reason for Lhe
bope that was witbin them. He
charsclerized the ex perience of a mis-
slonsry ee somelbing invalusbie nnd
whioh couid be gained in po other
way than by going to tbe nations of
the earth to preach the Gospel.

FElder Horace 8. Eosign rang lo a
feeling manner the eolo, The Holy
City.

President Joseph F. Bmith nexi ad-
dressed tbe copgreygalion, He hnegun
by referring to tbe testimony of Elder
Corsy. He eaid that he had been In a
poeition with the Prophet Lo Enow
whereof he spuke. His testimony
weg liue ks mImany could bear wilLess,
The apesker reau to the coDpregation
angd commented on Lhe same, Lhe
Prophet’s acconnl of his firs: vision,
angdalso the vieite of tbe Angel Mo-
roni. President Bmith spnke ol other
visions with which tbe Prophet had
been bleseed and clored hy bearing his
teslimony to tae trutn of the work of
God as engaged in by the Latier-day
tiniote.

The cholr sang the anthem:

Soung of the Redeemed.

Benediction wae proDounoed
Elder George Reynolde.
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MARICOPA NEWS.

AR1ZoNA, Dec. 22, 1896.—The Lrri-
gation congress convened al Pbeeoix
on the 15Lh andg 16th ipel.,, anv on
tbe 18th the delsgrales vielted our gity
and were fittlugiy enlertained by our
oitizene, who decorated the Co-op. hall
wilb fruits, flowers snd euitehie foliage
tu make it appear us a troplesl garden,
‘fney sleo provided, Iuv tbe midet of
Lhe tropical garden, a grand buuguet
of the good Lhiings oar Valley produces,
Afier ginner wae over our host of dis-
inguished guests rode oul ip ourciuges
furulshed for Lthe purpose, Lo gee cur
lovely couantry and perfecl. canal pys-
ter.

The Maricopsa Blake of Zion held 1ts
quarlerly conference on the 20ih end

2let ipet. apnd the Bainle enjoyed a
time long to he premembered. For
wore than & year we have been work.
ing with faith and might to buiid a
Biake (sherpscle apd throogh Lhe
plesslnga of the Liord were enahled to
cumplete it for dedication. The
maip balldingis 76x45 feet, snd 24 feet
to the square; it hzs ao urcheu
ceiling. It also hae & two slory adul-
tion on the resr., The structure is of
brick,coet ahout $11,000 aud stande as a
mpnuwmwent to the feitu and wunioo ol
the Baints in this litile Biake.

din view of the dedication of the
Mormon labernacle, special tralos run
and many of vut pop-Mormon f(rieuds
were I attendance.

Besides (be loenl,
quorum and officere of the varlvus
other apsociations, we had with ae
Elder Brigham Young of the Counctl
of the Apostles, Elder Wm, Paxman,
President of the Juab Siake, Elder
Jesse N, 8mith anu Josepnh H. Rich-
arde, of the Presidency of the Soow-
flike Btake, Blshop Jobho Humi, ol
Bnuwflake ward, as well a8 olper visli-
Ing breitbren and pisters.

Al the opening seeelon, Bunday af-
lernoon, Presldent Colllus R. Hakes
gave a brief history of our Stake build-
g, and Brother Brigbam Young
offered the dedicaiory prayer. Ad-
dresees wore made by our visliing aod
local brethren durlpg Lbe conierence;
and the strong testimonlies which were
borpe aud the suwod justractions
given wele a soulpe of comtprt anu
aetrength Lo the Baints and s surprise
and sdmiration to the etrapngers vres-
eni. All the genera! and Biake offi core
of the Church welfe UDuUIMOUBIY 8UB-
lajhed.

The heaith of the people generally
in good, =nd all thinge are reasvnably
prospervus with us.

BEN. F. LE BARON,
Biuke Qlerk.

NEWS NOTES.

A pectiliar accident happened in the
vicinity of Freshwater, Cal.,, Chriat-

mae evening. Whbile epgaged In
trimming OChristwas trees, Kthel
(3etchell loet aD eye. Bhe requesteu

ner brother tuv hand ber & palr of
gciesprs, He tbrew them Lo her with
some viclepce, etfiking her in the left
vye, entirely destruying the eight,

Harry Waldby, 8 bank cashier of
Adrian, Mich., keeps many catain hie
barn. When asked why he did this he
anid: **¥When I get up Iln Lhe morning
sud things uo0 wrong wito the hirea
gir! and the children and the bhouse-
hoid generally I don’t scold and sworm,
I Just graban ex apd go oml to the
harno and killa oit.

A ealjor nemed Willlam Brown, from
the ship Queen of England, was runp
over apd bLadly muillated pesr Port
Costa,Oul., on Saturday night. Brown
wnas seen shortly before nildoight wite
pome pther drupkeo sailore apd after
leaving them was killed by one “of the
trelght traina that pass abobl Lhat
time, but wus not fouud uotil sbout 2
o*¢leck o tne morping. The uopfor-
innale map was ahout 56 yeare of sge
awnd leaves no relativer in this country,
80 far us 18 Knowno.

A badly decomposed body wau found

flostipg ip the bay near Port Coets,

Binke, ward,

Cal,,on Baturdsy mornlog, It bas been
ldentified sp thal of Gus Anderson,
who foF fOme years was a well Rnown
characlel alopg the water-front, Of
Inte yeare A upderson hae earned his
livipg by digging clams, and as he
drank lo excees 1t is supposed be fell
overboard while druuk., He leaves
rejatives reslding 1n S8an Franpcleco.

The Ban Josqnin and Kings River
Canal and Irrigation gompany, Qal.,
pas Hled upon 30,000 inches of Lhe
walen ol the 8an Josquin river, the
point of division belpg near the june-
tiop of the river ano Fresno elough,
I'he eelate of Miller & Lux is Lthe prin-
cipui stockbolder, and the purpoese of
the fliing ie Lo contract the water sp-
ply of the Ban Joaquip. It ie under-
alood that & gonple of large caDuie are
to be buiit routh and west of Lhe river
for the irrigation of luud lp Fresno
and Merced countles,

A diptressing and probhahly fatal
aceldent nappened at Riund Mountaln
aohovol house, LWwenly-lhlée mlles
vortheast of Freeno, Cal,, on Fruday
pighlt. “8anta Claua’® wud pearly
burned to cdeath. The school houss
atunds 1n & epareely soltied district out
! Lthe lloe of the road mnd with little
tagllities tor communication with the
world. Centerville ie the nearest town.
When it was known thal Banta Clans
wan going to vielt the Rouond Moun.
tuin echool house, nnd thal a Coriet.
mas Lfee Wad amoDg Lhe altractions,
the children flucked to the place from
far and vear, The molbhers and grown
s.nters of Lhe jillle oner were theére, too,
and a scofe or Llwo ol men wenl Lo see
the fun, There were over 200 pereons
in tbe sohool building wben the acel-
deat happened. The Quristmas Llew
with 100 colured tapers burolog smid
Lhe evergreen branches and their gifta,
was Immedistely In front of the
rostrum, Al tne appointed time Babia
Claue, reprerenled by George Hrowa,
who lives at Rownd Mountalp, made
bie appearance, He was got up in the
neual etyle, wilh whlite locks
apnd heard and a libheral application of
ootton hatéing 10 represent the snow
cliugiog to his gurments, In makiog
In making hie wasy past the tree
Banta Claus was seemiugly s ‘trifle
confused hy the joyous shouls of the
children, for he gol 100 Deal the lree
aud pne of the candles set fire to the
inflammeshle maes of collon, Within
halt a mivpute Banla Claus was
wrapped ino fiamee. Two or three men
in the audience had Lhe presence of
mind to prevenl Lbe unforinpate map
from hie purpoes of rushing down Lhe
cenler sisle and out into the open air,
The poor feilow was forcibly held he-
fore he reached the doolr and the
flames were extinguished hy ocosls
ireely lorn off by the Wearels lu Wrap
arpund the suflerer’s face and body,
meauwhile the crowd In Lhe school-
house hurst out by every poesible exit.
Every window hnd s eash torn out
snd » bumber of women apd chijdren
weole oul by the 1atlen glasa, or brulsed
in the soremhble to escape. It is Dot
kpown eXaolly how ICRuy were hurt
or what thelr panmes are, bul a dozen
capep ate under ¢are. Brown, Lhe un-
fortunate caues end vienm of the.
trouble, may oot live Lo act the part of
Bapte Clsue ,ugain. He i¢ burned
on the lace, arme and hepdes quile
badly, and nas also ehown sigus of a
scrlous shook Lo the #ystem.



