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tering a native village with prip In
hand is occasten for wonderment, only
eqnalled by the arrival of o c¢ircus in
a country village,

Our April copference whl bs held at
Takaron. one of the Islanda in the
"Tuamotus. 'This group has long been
‘a stronghold for the Latter-day Salnts.
The peopl2 there have a means of ob-
talning money very easily. Bounteous
nature has fllled these waters with the
vnluable pearl shelis, During the div-
ing seasons some of the nntive Saintx
earn 88 much as a hundred dollnrs in
a single day's dlving. The shells find
a ready market among the traders.

At present there are five lders)
laboring In thls group, they nre: A. F,
Smith, George F. Despain. Davil Neff,
E. T. Hatch and W. H, Chamberlain,
Willlam Chipman will take the Arst op-
portunity for joining Elder :“hamber-
lain. President D. T. Miller owill e
present at . mcnference. Elloers A, R.
Curtis, I, E.Roppleye, L. H Iunnardl
William MeGregor. Grant Andrus nnd
A. . Ropplaye cre appointed to con-
tinue in the opuning of the Irceward
group. Presidant Miller, ¥ T.. Crocpper
and F. T. Yeatas ure expected to loave
for the Austral group this month,
Oabarne Widtaae will keep vigil alone
on Tahiti and Morea until ‘he axrrival
of new Elders from Amieiiea,

We Elders at Tnhiti apent our Christ-
mas in Fautana eanyon nbave Papeete.
By dint of miich persevereancc we sun-
ceeded In xetiing soaked In n  tropic
‘shower. plastered with mud, and sdine
of us ducked in the river in an attempt
to cross on stones. We arrived at home

at dusk wora and l’alrat. A gloarious
Chriatmas? :
Every Mormon ‘Elder who hasn

labored on Tahiti of late years knows
full well the bamboo hut of Elder
Tamaiti at Plrae, It was at this
famillar spot and at his familiar board
{n banana leat) and in his own rude
way that Tamaltl entertained us on

'8 day.
New Years 4a¥- | E. WILLEY.

TIM-E__OF REFRESHING.

in our bodies, and to fit exactly omr
case and needs.

At the evening meeting the house was
again crowded. DBrother Callis occu-
pled most of the time. This indeed was
a time of refreshing. He spoke on the
first four princlples of the Gosapel, elab-
orating them with forceful and splendid
ilustrations. He showed the import-
ance, beauty and sublimity of the Sa-
vior's mission and his present and fu-
ture position as King of kings and
Lord of lords, and he graphically por-
trayed the allegiance the whole world
owes ta Him, showing the calamity
that would have befallen the human
family had the Savior's mlssion falled.

Brother Welsh followed,directing his
remarks especially to the youth of Zlon
in this part of the Lord's vineyard, con-
cluding with a noble testimony of the
Gospel revealed In this the nineteenth
century.

We have had a glorious time the last
few days—a pentecostal shower, we
thank the brethren for coming, we also
thank those who sent them, but. above
all, we thank the Lord oun God.J a

POSTAL FACILITIES

It was an English writer who polnted
out that an excellent method of meas-
uring the civilization of & community
was by noe means of the number of
letters ment annually by each of [ts
citizens. Mensured by thls standard
the United States not alone leads the
world, but it has practically no second
80 far as the other competitora in the
race are concerned. Of the postal busl-
ness done by the United States that
of New York excesda and excels all the
rent. The per caplta flgures are so
Iarge as to seem almost incredibile.

The pleces carried are far past the
billion mark and the total amount of
the money orders exceeds the entire
value of many of the smaller powers
of the 0ld Whorld. ‘The conaolidation
which went Into effect on New Year's
day doubled the slze. of the postal sys-
tem of the clty. Before that time it

‘Rock Springs, Wyo., Feb. 21, 1898

Rock Springs ward has been visited
the past few tinys bythree missionaries
—Brothers Charies Kingston of IEvans-
ton, assa home missionary. Charles Cal-
1is of Cloalville and Elder Welsh of Mor-
ean Clity, Utdh, The last named breth-
ren were working in the {nterest of Mu-
tual Improvement work. The mission-
arles were with us Thurseday evening
last, February 17th, at our Mutual Im.
provement meeting. imparting such ad-
vice and instruction as were requlsite
for the growth of the institution, nnd
rejolcing our hearts exceedingly. The
two followlng days the brethren made
a house to house canvass, visiting
those who were somewhat derellct in
Mutual Improvement work, and thus
rousing them from their semi-lethargy.
This we do not doubt will result in
great good. On 8Sunday, the brethren
were with us at Sunday School, and af-
ter the regilar routine of the school,!
Brother Kingston gave some axcellent
Instruction to the children, concluding
a noble testimony of the divinity of theI
Gaapel.

Between Bunday school, and our!
afterncon meeting.funeral services were
held at the residence of Brother and
Blater Charles Spence, over the remalns
of their eighteen-months-old baby. The
house was crowded, and excellent In-
struction and consolation were given to
aH present, J

At the afternoon meeting, our cosy
meeting house was fllled withSalints and
strangers, and every nook and gorner
was pervaded by the Spirit of the Lord,
Brother Kingston, as flrst speaker. en-
cournaged us all to be up and doling. !
Brother Welsh followed and hls re-
marks seemed to penetraite every flbre

wnsg larger than Paris, and almost as
large a8 London. Now, 1t is {n ad-
vance of even the British capital.

It consists of two magnificent main
bulldings, the one gn Broadway. Man-
hattan,” and the other an Washington
street, Brooklyn., Esach ls a vast stone
structure, fire proof, storm-proof, and
almost time-proof, and each contains
wlthin Its walls court rooms, judges’
chambers. and the other accommoda-
tions demanded in Manhattan by the
United Btates district and clrcuit courta
of the SBouthern district of New York,
and in Brooklyn of the Eastern district
aof New York.

In each of these main buildings Is a
financial department, where money or-
ders and postal notes are !ssued and
where "millions of dollars are received
and disbursed. In each there is an of-
fice for the reception of blind letters,
the plnce which Is a humorous c¢om-
ment upon human infilrmities, There
appears to be some mental law where-
by one person out of a milllon in ad-
dressing a letter will put on the name
of the recipient but not the addreses.

There is another person in a million
who will write nothing at all upon the
envelope, but will drop it, nevertheless,
Into the postoffice. There i3 a third
person who wlil put the name and the
street: but not the clty or the state.
There are two persons Iin a million
who wlll put the name and the city, but
not the stpte. There Is one person
whose writing is 30 bad as to require
an expert to decipher It. ‘There IS an-
other whose spelllng i3 so extraordij-
nary as to require an expert to make
out what is meant,

These men Aare always ‘busy. the
number of letters they receive being
just as constant as the change from

day to night. In each of these two
headquarters there is ample provision
made for the economy of time in
the handling and dispateh of mail
matter. There are swirt-footed boya
and youn= men who delivey letters on
which there are Bpecial delivery
stamps; there are guaint lttle chari-
ots, opened in the rear, with which
collectors drive from lamppost box to
lamppost box, gatherlng the letters
which have been dropped into them by
the public; there are powerful express
wagons,drawn by strong harses. which,
loaded with mall bage and sacks, are
driven like the wind froni main office
to branch, from oflice to stemmer pler
and rallrond depot.

In Brooklyn there are special post
office trolley cars, and ip New York
post office’ cable cars, fitted up as min-
fature rallway offices, in which maifl
matter is sorted and distributed as the
car rolls uptown or out of town in the "
country.

The saving on time whieh this means
may be inferred from the fact that
fitfty years ago the average malling -
time for the sender In New York to the
recipient in Brooklyn, Queens or Rich-
mond was twenty-four hgurs, while
today 1t* Is often cut down to three
hours and four, amd even this Jow time
is about to be still further reduced by
pneumatic tubes running the length of
Manhattan Island and extending
through the main thoroughtares of the
Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn and Rich-
mond, down to the very houndary lines
of the huge new clty,

Formerly the hours for collection
were those of the business day, but the
inereasing pressure of this demand has
lengthened this period at both ends. so*
that the first collector starts out at the.
dawn and the last may be seen in the
silent thoroughtares at I1 o'clock In the
evening.Even this is beginning to prove
insufficlent. and it looks as if very
soon there would be collectijons made
and letters forwarded in the dark hours:*
of the night by means of all-night
branches and pneumitic digpatches.

As Indicated by Postmaster VAD
Cot in a recent speech this could be
done so tharoughly that the letter
would ere many years be s formidable
rival to the meesenger and within city
limits to the telegraphic message.

Under these two great offices are
braneh offices. In. Manhattan and the
Bronx there are 1o less than twenty
of these {ndicated by letters of the
alphabet. and others, unlettered, at
City Island, Hirhbridee, Kingsbridge,
Madisbn Square, Tremont, ‘Westchester,
Williamabridee and University Heights.
In Brooklyn there are nine lettered and
one numhbered, and others at Flatbush,
Bath Beach. Blvthehourne, Canarsie,
Cpney Island. Fort Hamilton, Sheeps-’
head Bay and Manhattan Beach.

In additlon to this the horough across
the river has no less thanp =ixty-four
sub-postoflice stations well distributed
in evéry pnrt of Ita fmmense territory,
The magnitude of the postal business,
may be eatimated from the offieial Te--
turns of the government.

The grose receipts of the New York
office the last fiscal year were $7.837.-°
707.66; of Brooklyn, 21.113, 0§3.12: of
Long Teland TClty, $34.000; of Ja-.
malca, $12.941; of Port Richmond. $11.-
504; of TBrighton. $5,100; of Ca=tleton.
$2.400: of Far Rockawnay, $7.400; of
Flushing, $23.700; of Tottenville. $2.700:
of Tampkinrville, $14,200; of West New
Rriechton, 3$25300: and of Woodhaven.
52,800, making a total of between nine
and ten millfons of doltars, an industry
of the largest proportions.

Improvement la satill the order of the
day. and every week sees some new
suggestion, process, or labor-saving
contrivance. A new stamping m=achlne
for ecancelling stamps is among the lat-
ret noveltleg, and reduces the time of
the overation one-half, or doubles tlle
effective power of the operator.
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