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mental to the ‘““Mormon’? system. And
while itsa votaries break neither the

laws of God nor of their coun-
try, the Church will do noth-
ing as to their fellowship. It

will not attempt in any way to infringe
upon their iiberty to adopt the political
views of any party and tosupport at the
polleany political candidate. - =

We zay this simply because of misa-
representation and consequent mis-
unRderstanding among many persons on
this gsubject. There are strong
Republicans in the Church as well

as pronounced Democrats. Some
of each party occupy very re-
Bponsihle positions in the Chureh.

That makes no difference as to their
ecclesiastical standing cor influence.
When the time has fully tome for local
issues to be swallowed up in mational
questions and measures, each will act
upon his own views as to party and
that will be without reference to his
religious faith and his religious duties.

The people of Utah are devoted to
the cause of goed govermment. The
differences between some of them and
the country have been settled hy their
concessions to the will of the majority.
There ought o be nothing now in the
way of a united movement of the
whole pecple of this Territory towarda
that proud position which [Jtah should
occupy a3 an integral part of this
glorious Union of Btates.

=

THE NEW -ORLEANS LYNCHERS
WHITEW ASHED.

THE report of the grand jury at
Orleans in reference to the iynching of
the Itallans is very unsatisfagtory.
There 1s plenty of it and it contains
many interesting particulars, but it
does not deal squarely with the main
question.

The principal sabject of idvestiga-
tion was the unlawiua} killing of the
victims of riot, and the indictment of
the persons responsible for the crime

was  the end to be kept in
view. Instead of dealing direct
with these objective points, the

reportis chiefiy de voted to the existence

‘of the Mafla, the dereliction of duty
manifested by the jury that tried the
Italians, and the offenses committed
by certaln individuals connected with
a detective agendy,

Of course the grand jury were in the
line of their duty in finding indict-
ments against the persons alleged to
have engaged in other efforts to defeat
justice, But they have shown them-
Belves incompetent or worse in their
treatment of the offense which was
8pecially before them for eonsideration

The condition of public affaire in
New Orleans disclosed by this report is

truly apalling. A so-called detective
agency, conducted by a criminal hav.
ing for his partner a public prosecutor,
and for an agent a memmber of the police
force, engaged in the practice of in-
fluencing jurors, managing affairs so
that juries are largely composed of
individuals attached to their interest,
is a formidable engine of evil that
ought to be broken up effectualiy. The

corruption exposed in the re-
port—though it i3 rather too
general in  its  nparration and

not sufficiently specific in its details,
is shocking to the moral sengre and
needs heroic treatment.

The verdict of the jury that tried the
Italians is denounced, and the general
puhlic charge that some of the jurors
were bribed Is echoed, but nothing
definite is shown against them nor are
any of them indicted. Itis not made
clear thatthe jury acted in a manner
different from other juries when they
cannot at first agree. We do not wish
to justify them in the least, but merely
mention the {acts as they are set forth
in the report.

The evident purpose of the grand
jury in devoting so much of
their report to denunciation of the
conapirators, the petit jury, and the
corrupting influences at work in New
Orleans, is lo palliate the crime perpe-
trated by the mob and which they
were specially required to investigate.
This is made more apparent by the go-
phistical ressoning about ‘the people
not submitting the surrender of their
rights into the hands of midnight as-
sassing,?’ etc., about the condition of
afTuirs being such that ““the law itself
was well nigh powerless to deal with
them,’’ and the expression of a doubt
that “any power at the command ot
the authorities has been sacrificed.”’

The gist of the report is a wholesale
whitewnshing of the promoters and
perpetrators of the slaughter in the
jail at New Orleans. This was not
upnexpected. Public sentiment was
80 strong, and there were so many pro-
minent men in the disgraceful affair,
that no one acquainted with the case
believed the rioters or any of them
would be punished.8tili,it was thought
that, for decency’s sake, perhaps some
of the ringleaders would be indicted,
even if they were never convicted,

_But the grand jury, throughout this
report, show their intention to condone
it not apologize for and approve the
lawlessness of the New Orleans mob,
and the unlawful killing of the ac-
quitted Italians. They speak of the
rioters as “‘several thousand of the firat,
best and even most law-abiding citi-
zens of the city.» o

That is a nice deseription of a band
of blood-thirsty men who slaughtered

655
helpless prisoners while under the pro-
tection of the sworn officers of the
law!

A pnd what has their social standing to
do with their innocence or guilt? Is
an accused person to escape indictment
because he is omne of the “firat citi-
zens?’* If the grand jury were in-
formed sufficiently in regard to indi-
viduals prominent in the riot to know
that they were among the first, hest.
and most law-ahiding of the citizens,
did they not know enough about them
to designate and indict them? Does
the fact that s8¢ many of the
people were engaged 1n the of-
fense against the law, make it
improper or inexpedient to indict
such of thefr number as are knowa?
If it is impossible to indict all, is it
wrong to indict some of them? What
would be thought of a grand jury who,
finding that they were unable toiden-
tify twenty or thirty persons accused of
murder, refused to indict half a dozen
who were identified? Yet this is the
pos®ion, on a smaller sgale, occupied
by the New Orleans grand jury in their
voluminous report.

If public affairs are in such a
condition in that city tbat the
aunthorities have no power to protect
prisoners nor punish people who kill
them, something ought to he done to
establish there a truly civilized govern-
ment.

The confession of the grand jury is
adisgrave to the city, and its apology
for the slaughter of eleven persone who
had been acquitted by a jury and who
were held until another indiciment
might be found against them, is cne of
the weakest' excuser ever offered for a
crime that will make a broad, deep and
damning blot upon the history of
Liouisiana.

ITALIAN CRIMINAL CLASSES.

PERHAPS the notahle New Orleans
tragedy has rendered the crimes com-
mitted hy Italians in this and other
countries more conspicuous than
formerly. Be this asit may, a pum-
ber of deeds of surpassing horror have
Intely been perpetrated in which
Italians have been the principais.
BSome fights they have bad among
themselves have been characterized by
the most frightful atrocities. But their
own conflicts are not of so0 much con-
cern to the general public as are the,
instances where thelr murderous acts
are directed against other people.

The account of a tragedy that has
juast occurred at Bouthport, an English
watering place, is blood.curdling in ita
details, An Italiap named Cummino
attacked alandlord named Bawyer with
a knife. The man who wan assailed de-




