
THE DESERETDl SERET WEEKLY

3 the lands and the sheep are the as-as
leete of the Mormon Church The
foreclosing creditor is the UnitedUnit d
States Government The liabilities

the case are about to be dete-
rmined

deter-deterdete-
rmined1 mined by the Suprememe Court The
problem is onone of ththe strangest prepre-prpre-

sented
pre-

sented to this country since s-elf go-
vernment

selfself-
7 government was setsetupup years ag-

o

ago-

-

ago
onoo aft basis of freedomf om of consciencenc

t Early in the the Church ofo

JesusJesos Christ of Latter-dayLatter Saints
wasB incorporated The act of in-ini-
ne

in-

corporation
inin-

corporationcorporatione provided that ththe trustee
p or assistant trustee might receiverec-eive

pro-perty ve
ty real oro personalp nal byhy gift

f donation bequest or in any manner
Qgot incompatible with the principles

s of righteousness or the rulesrules of Jj-us
us-us

1 We The act furthfurtherr stipulated
r that the property received should
t-t cbe used managedmanag d or disposed of
r the benefit improvement er c-cc-

lionlion of houses ofpublicof-publicpublic worship and
instruction and the well-beingwell of

Church
Thehe bestowal of incorporated

r powers on this Church society was
declareddeclared to be justifiableinasmuchjustifiable inasmuch
as the doctrines principles practices
or performances support virtuevirtu and

f increase1 morality and are not incon-inconinconsistentincon-fent with or repugnant to the
rI Constitution of the United States oror-
ii of this Territory and are founded
f on00 the revelations of the Lord SoSo-

rtrt tilethe began
i In 1862 Congress passed a law de-dedede-

claring4 daringclaring it unlawful for any corporcorpor-corpo-
ratIon

corpo-
rationAlton or association for religiousr orb purposes to acquire oror-

tt fz bold reareal estate in any Territory of
tr r the UnitedUnit StatesStateR during the existexist-exis-

tenceli-lir r ence of the Territorial Government
f-ffororALofaorALa greater value than
r-r AnyCAny real estate the law wenton

I inI sayY or held any
f sucheach corporation or association con-concon-

trary
con-

toWary to the provision of this actUshallhall be forfeited and to

thetilethe United States
But there was adaddeded a provision

r that existing vested rights

lr should not be affected by the law
I This law of 1862 was prompted

b-yby the situation in Utah It was
IntendedIntended to warn the Mormon cor-

f
cor-corco-

rporationf4 Lion that it must not go on hheapheap-ap-apa-pICupIg up wealth Fromrom 1862 to 1887
Jr a Quarterquarter of a century the law oc-ococ-

i

J
i led so80 much spacesp ini n the statutes

that was all Nothing waswas-

hh-hfc donedonedODe lookingng to its enforcement

l OnOa the 3rd of March 1887 Mr
I Cleveland neither signing nor ve-veve-

rr 4 g the TuckerEdmunds-TuckerEdmunds-Edmunds ruck r billbin
law7

ofor Jesus Christ ofLatterday SaintsI and ininstructed the
Fj Attorneyy General to take steps tottotwind1nd upu its affairsaff irs conformablyconformabl-yrrr f with law Conformably with what

V-Vx lawJaw Why with the law of 1862

tr whichbleb confiscated to the governgovern- Igoverngovern-I rentiDent all real estate over 50
1 The Attorney General in June

1887 brought suit in the Supreme
Court of Utah and asked for a re-rere-

ff Ierfeiver of the Mormon Church propprop-propprop-Hfetty The court granted the re-re
estandnd Frank United

5 MatesstateS Marshal was appointed That
was two years ago

il t month Mr Dyer demanded
f-fffj f the Church authorities their

They pointed to the TemTem-

pIe block the ten-acreten square in the
heart of theth city with the
temple approaching completion the
wonderfully constructed tabernacle
with its great oval dome and seatingng
capacity of the little endow-
ment

endow-
ment

endow-endowendow-
mentment house set apart for the myster-
ies

myster-
iesiesi of the celestial marriagess and
ththe assembly building second
in imposing architecture totiP the temtem-tem-
ple

tem-
ple

tem-
ple and the tabernacle The receiv-
erer took possession of thiswallbound
ed square with its great buildings
wide walks and well-keptwell lawns
Then helie said to the Mormons in ef-
fect

efef-

fect
ef-efef-

fect
HereHere take your Temple square

and take care of it until the courts
get a little nearnearerr the solution of this
puzzle As a rerecognition of my temtem-tem-
porary

tem-
porary control of the property pay
me a dollardoHar a month

AndA nd the Mormons did so and
went on preaching and worshiping
according to their faith In short
the United States became the landland-land-
lord

land-
lordlordord and the Mormon Church a tenten-ten-
ant

ten-
ant

ten-
antant of the property it had created
Having thus arranged the matter
of the big TTemplemple block for the
time being the Receiverr asked

What next
The Mormons pointed to the

tithing yard the collectioncoll of office
buildings and shedssh s and store-
houses

storestore-
houses

store-
houseshouses where for yyearsars the faithful
had comcome and brought their con-
tributions

concon-con-
tributions

con-
tributions of grain and live stock
and whatever they raised or manumanu-manu-
factured

manu-
factured

manu-
factured for the Church The ReRe-

ceiver
Re-ReRe-

ceivercei ver took possession and not
knowing what betterbett r to do with ththe
property he at once rented it to the
Mormons for a month and the
business of the Church went on atat-

the
at-

the
at-

thathe old stand
Then the ReceiverIer came to thet

faireGardo1 House11 a fi e structurei usedr ll-

asas the residence of the President of
the Mormon Church the parsonage
in fact This waswa turned over byby-

th
by-

the
by-

theththe Church but leased back by the
I receiver to the Church for 75 a
month

There followed about a year ofof
steady fighting before the court The
Church protested against confisca-
tion

confisca-
tion

confisca-
tiontion In the act of 1887 is a provision
which much real property
from this confiscation as may be
necessary for the erection or use
of houses of worship andnud for susuchh
parsonages and burial groundsrounds as
shall be necessary for the convenconven-conven-
ience

conven-
iencei nce and use of the several congrecongre-congre-
gations

concongre-
gations

re-re
ofsuch religiousr society sect-

or
setsectsect-

oror congregation
IInn another plaplacee ththe

that all the property confiscated
shall behe disposed of and the propro-pro-
ceeds

pro-
ceeds appliedd to the benefit of the
common schools of the Territory
But here again was insertedins a pro-
viso

propro-pro-
visoviso that no building or the
grounds appurtenant thereto which
is heldbeld and occupied exclusively for
purposes of the woworshiphip of God or
parsonage connected therewith or
burial ground shallshaH be forfeited

Upon these exceptions the Church
askeda keti the rreturnturn of the Temple
block and of the Gardo House It
was a knotty question TheTh Church
hahad beenb en d and its
propertyerty seized e its beliefs
and practices in the eyes of ConCon-Con-
gress

Con-
gress

Con-
gressgress called for measures wwhich

I

would it Could it
now be consistently recognizedf as a-

church
aa-

church
a-

churchchurch and be allowed to receive
back its property and go onou worshipworship-worship-
ing

worship-
ing

p-pp-

inging just as ththeyy had done The
court split the difference It re-reres-

tored
re-

stored
rere-

storedstored to the Church the Temple
block but ordered the Receiver to
hold on to the GardGardo House or parpar-par-
sonage

par-
sonage

par-
sonage The ordererder by which the I

Temple the Endowment House the
Assembly Hall and the Tabernacle
were returned as an interesting docdoo-doc-
ument

doc-
ument It recites that the Temple
block is setBt t apart to the voluntary
religious worshipers and unincorpo-
rated

unincorpo-
ratedrated sect and body known as the
Church of Jesus Christ ofdayLatterLatt-erSaints for ththe erection by them of
houses of worship and for their use
and convenience in the lawful exerexer-exer-
cise

exer-
cise

exer-
cisecise of worship according to the
tenets of said sect and body

The corporation of Mormons must
die The individual Mormons are
given the temple the
great tabernacle the endowment
house and the assembly and told to-

go
toto-

go
to-

gogo on worshiping according to
the tenets of their sect This is
called equity

As to the tithing yard andchurchchurch
offices the claim was made that this
part of the confiscation was invad-
ing

invad-
ing

invad-
inging the existing vested rights w-

hichwhich the law of 1862 exempted
It was urged that this property had
been iniu the possession of the church
since lonlong before 1862 andami waswaa ex-exex-
empt

exex-
empt

ex-
emptempt The court decided otherother-other-
wise

other-
wise

other-
wisewise and the Mormons are still
paying rentr nt to the receiver at the
rate of a month

The receiver was not satisfied
with the aboveaboe showing of property
madmade by the church When he
had received the Temple block
j i j j i i Athe yardtithingyarding-yard and the Gardo
House he asked for more There
were certain pieces of property thENiecesChurch hahaghad sold to individuals
just previous to or about the time
of the passage of the act Like a
good receiver Mr Dyer did not
rest with what was in sight He
hunted up all thesetheMe recent transferstransfers
eight or ten of them and threatened
suit Protesting that the sailssans were
genuine but anxious to get the case-

in
casecase-

in
case-

inin shape so that a final decree
might be entered and an appeal
taken to the Supreme Court the
church officers came in and deposited
the full amount which the deeds
showed they had received for the
sales of property This added 84to assets

The Mormon Church owned aa-

fine
a-

finefine theatre but sold it about thetheLL

time the confiscation bill passed
For this property or its equivalent
the Receiver put in his demand and

more was paid over which
was allalJ the Church had received
with interest added

NNextext the Receiver called for 303-0 worth of coal lands in Summit
County and the Church turned the
property in

The act of 1862 makes
worth of real estate the limitlimit and
says nothing about personal propprop-
erty

rop-ropropYY

erty But the Receiver andand the
court held that the act of 1887 apap-
plied

ap-apap-
plied

ap-
pliedplied to as well Once 1

more the ininvitation to Zaccheus

rc

U-bU r J


