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.RELIGIQUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held in
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Bun-
day, Dee. 15th, 1889, commencing
at 2 p ., President Angus M.
Cannon presiding.

The choir and congregalion sang:

The trinls of the present day

Reguare Lhe -ninis 10 watch and pray.

Prayer by Elder Milando Pratt.

The elioir sang:

Genlly raise the sacred scram,
For the Sabbalh's eome again.

The Priesthood of thie Twenty-tirst
Ward offitinted in the administra-
tion of the Bacrament.

APOSTLE ABRAM H, CANNON

was called to nddress the congregn-
tion. The Latter-day Balnts, tre
said, occupy n very peculinr posi-
tion at the present dny. It scems as
though the eyes of the whole world
are upon them, and that the efforts
of men in every part of the earlh
where they are known nare directed
towanl their overthrow. It is as-
tonishing that n handful of people
h%e wsurselves, who have accepted
the Gospel, should crente such
grent commotion among mankind.
It is strange In one senss, and yet
in another it is not; for the Bavior
when here below tolu His follewers
that they would arouse the enmity of
the world, and were to expeet noth.
fng but hatred and pergecution from
those who did not see and believe
an they did. Pnul stated that perse-
cution was a heritageof the fulthful;
it was predicted, indeed, concerning
the Iatter-day work in whirh we
are engaged that it would meet
with the most severs oppusition—
that men woulil conspire against it,
that combinntions would be formed
for its destruction, and that those
who remainel fajthful ,mnust expect
Lo be tried in the fires of afflictifn,
\We nre the witinesses of the fulfil-
ment of these numerous predictions.
Although sofew in numbers and so
weak in  comparison with the
strength of the world, we have ex-
cited the hosatility of nations. Com-
binntions still exlst to bring abolat,
if possible, the total annihilation of
thia work of God. There is no in-
iquity too vile, no sin too grent, to
be Iaid at the door of the Latter-day
Baints. Every calumny uttered
educerning them appenrs to be
Fladly receiverd by the world; we
inve irdle tales and false accusntions
to meet contioually. So it was
with Jesus nnd His disciples. He
found that the world waaopposed to
Him; that the ple whom He
came to bless and among whom He
established Hia Church were those
wost hitter in their perseention of
Him; and finnlly they succeeded in
accomplishing His death upon the

croas. e was accused of every-
thing wrone, though His 1life
was one of unexampled purity.

Filled with good deeds, He went
amoug the meek and lowly and
taught themn the. plan of light
and salvation.

to their temporal wants, healed
their sick, made the lame
walk, upstopped the ears

He ministered also!
'since T enn remember
to [ povernment under which we live is
of | the most glorious extant; that it was

25-

the deul",.looaened the tonguer of the | the only one under which the work

dumb, and even raieed the dead to
life. Notwithstandlpg these mani-
festations of Guod’s favor, the people
charged Hiin with doing these
thiugs by the power of Beslzebub,
the prince of devils. He wasacrused,
among other things, of trying to es-
tablish n kingdom upon the earth
in opposltion to that which then ex-
iated.

Having truced the course ol events
leading up to our SBavior’s crucifix-
fon, the speaker remnurked that these
rame ucensations followed His A pos-
tles. Paul and Bilas were nccused by
the Jews subsequently of seeking to
break down the government which
already existed and csiablish the
Kingdom of Christ; and for this,
probably the principal among the
charges Inid ngainst them, they
weure cast into ?rimm. They were
agcused of seeking to turn the world
upside down, to introduce new
theories, new doctrines, and new
ideas that were contrary to the cus-
toms and long-established institu-
tions of the mansg sod of the
habits of the Jews. They were re
garde | as men deserving of the most
severe punishment, and so met with
denth at the hands of those whom
they sought to bless,

It is no mew thing, therefore, for
men (o Le accused of uvil intents
and derigng with regard fo govern-
ments nnd peoples. The evils which
have been inflicted upon ns as
Latter-day Baints are but a repeti-
tion of those which others have en-
dured, and all the troubles throuch
which we nre passing are but the
fulfilment of that which has been
spoken coneerning the latter-day
Zion. But we bwlieve that God is
the Supreine Ruler of the universe,
that He should diwctate to His people
how they should live and net. We
believe that He controls the affairs
of men and nations; that it is with
Hia permission scme nntions are
destroyud and others estublished
upon their ruing; that these various
changes will coutinue to eeccur under
His direction and with His sanotion
until the Kingdom of God,for which
th& disciples were taught to pray, is
vatahlished upon the earth; and that
He will use His own means for the
accomplishment of this glorious pur-
pose— a power under which men may
live in peace and barmony one with
another, wherein Jove will prevall
und control the actions of men,
wherein justice will beadministered
and righteouspess shall dwell, We
look for this time in the glorious
future; we look for Lhe establish-
ment on this earth of a thousand
yenrs of teanquility and happiness
during which the Baints wilt be
free from persecutions and triuls.

But we do not look for this people
to take up arms against nny nation,
or to be ealled upon to shed the
blood of thelr fellewmen. We are
ntemple building people—one oanlled
of God to estaLlish houses whereln
the work of redemption for the
Iiving nnod the dend may be earrierd
on,and wherein great blessings may
be received.

The doctrine has been tanghtever
thal thie

of God could have been establinhed;
that under the provisions of its God-
given (Jonstitution we are enabled,
with the assistance apd under the
direction of the Lord,to establish Mis
Chureh upon the earth, to gather
the people from the nations, and to
prepare them for the fulfilment of
evary word that has been spolien
concrrning Zion.

The men who Jaid the foundation-
stones of this republic were those
who apprecinted liberty, baving
themszelves suflered under the hand
of oppreasion. They had been tricd
severely by the wrongs which the
muther  country  iuflicted upoen
them, and they fought for freedom.
In those early days many who had
fled from the old world sought in
these western lands, amongst sav-
agee, a place where they might be
fres to worship God. Belng inspired
of Him, they founded that glorious
Constitution under which we live,
and which has brought so much
prosperity to this nation.

But God has also said in His word
that the mnatlon which fights
agninst Him shall not prosper, and
those who oppose him will fil in
their endeavors. He desigpned lo
eatahlish upon this western hemis-
phere the Innd of Zion, which we
understand to be composed of
the pure in beart We ex-
pect thnt over this whole lnnd
will prevail a rule of peace. right-
eousness, nod justice, and that men
who Jive here will have their hearts
filled with the love of these prinei-
ples. When wicked men rule the
people mourn; and if they continue
in their inigquity, the Lord will in
His own due time remove them
and call fn their place those who
will be just and fearless in the
adminisiration of the lnws. When-
ever the people have hearkened
lo the voice of God, in all ages,
they hnve Leen prosperous, but
whenever they have rejected His
counsels nol turned awny from His
guidance, then they have been upon
the shifting sands and had no sure
foundation. So it 1z with nations.
The nations that have prospered are
those which have administered the
lawesof God with justive and equity,
who bave sought no oppression upon
the people, who have brought no
evil upon any party or class.

WWe are called out of the world
ammd expected to build up a church
over which God Himself wili reign
—of which Christ will be the head.
We are called to lattle for freeiiom,
pot with earthly weapons, but with
the wisdom which comes from God.
We are called lo cry down oppres-
slon wherever it is found and seek
to estabiish perfect liberty upon the
earth. .

Having received persecution, we
mustnoot in turn become persecutors.
We nust pot scek to heap upon
others the iniquities under which
we have suffered, but live above
such things and follow the admoni-
tion of Jesus—to love our enemles
and pray for those who despitefully
use us. If we oppress those whe
oppress us and revile those who re-
vile us we are po better than the
world.

Men may question what the Lord



