
THErhe DESERET WEEKLY
there was a great cloud of witnesses to
testify to the truth of the gospel el-
der robertsroberta analyzed the bible the
book of barmon and book of doctrine

covencovenantsantes and took the ground
that we hdhad a great deal stronger evi-
dence tosupport us than any otof ersera
11had for0r the book of mormon corneacomesarllfrom a pure source but the booksbooka
of the bible have descended
through the turbid stream
of tradition and much had been lost
of the original scriptures the book
of mormon contains the foulness orfof the
everlasting gospel whole and entire
bearing emphatic testimony that god
lives henceence he reasoned that asan a
people we should have greater faith for
faith is based upon evidence andyesand yet
we hear that infidelity is increasing
there are some sixteen quorums of
elders and twelve or fifteen quorums
of seventiesseven ties in this stake of zion be-
sides aar I1 A associations and many
other facilitieseill ties to study the gospel and
yet infidelity was increasing he
thought it was a shame to the elders
of israel that such a state of things
should exist and hoped that a reforma-
tion would shortly set in among those
who at present neglected their duties
as elders in the church of christ

GREAT CRY AND LITTLE WOOL

THERE is a new attempt on foot to
conLe ct the leading authorities of the
church with the political affairs of the
territory the republican victory at
logan is made the immediate excuse
for the cry of church influence it
is claimed that certain individuals

went about 11 among the people of
logan before the election and told
them that the high church officials
were interested in a republican vic-
tory there among those named is
beof gibbs who is described as the
well known clerk and stenographer in
the office of the first presidency

these complaints have come from
democrats who seem to be smarting
over their unexpected defeat but
they are entertained by others and the
matter assumes proportions serious
enough to warrant some notice of the
charges if it tois true that the first
presidency have authorized these or
any other persons to advise the people
in logan or elsewherere what ticket to
vote then those church dignitaries
have not kept within the limits which
they have defined for themselves if
it is not true then all the nelse that is
being made isa much ado about

111 but the is thatnothingdg question one
concerns both political parties and is
of as much moment to the republicans
as to the democrats and in our
opinion it ought not to be evaded or
ignored

we have authority from presidents
wilford woodruff and joseph F smith

president george QCannon has been
absent from the territory for some
weeks to state emphaticemphaticallyily that they
have not authorized or instructed any-
body to advis eor counselor intimate to
the people at logan or
directly or indirectly how they should
vote or what party they should support
this statement meanmeans notlust what it says
in letter and spirit therefore if any
person has been doing what tois claimed
it has been without authority from the

church leadersleaden and Is to beae con-
demned by all sincere people ofof every
party I1

brother george F gabb toin answer
to queries from this writer stated that
he went to cache valley to visit rela-
tives and attend ais funeral that he
was invited by republican friends in
logan to to over to that city and make
a speech or two just preceding the
election that he did so but was not
sentbent there by the church leaders or
either of them nor did be receive any
instruction or permission to speak for
them on political matters As a
matter of fact he says chedidhe did not useuee
their names in the manner charged

As to the other persons named the
presidency have had no communica-
tion with them anthis matterandmatter and
itif they have used the names
of any church leader in the way de-
scribedbed they have done so wrongfully
and without justification it is diffi-
cult for those who know them to be-
lieve that they have gcgenene to the lengths
which are pointed out against them

in the case of brother gibbs theretothere is
the shadow of a slender thread appar-
ently connecting him with the presi-
dency and politics with the others
there is none he is employed as a
clerk in the office of the presidency
he is a republican he made some
speeches in logan he may have
used his personal iiIL fluenceinfluence in aid of
hisbis party Is there anything wrong
in all abie are the sentiments of a
clerk to be taken for the views of his
employers or must a clerk in a
church office eschew politics and be
come a political nullity

why try to make a mountain out of
a molehill or to terrify the publiopublic with
apprehensions of a monster evil which
is nothing but the ghost of a small
shadow we admit that if the presi-
dency of the church have done all
that is claimed the situation is serious
but with the slim evidences claiming
totococa hect them officially with party
politics we think some folks are
greatly exercised over a little and false
alarm

OUR distinguished VISITOR

PRESIDENT ELIOT the distinguished
scholar now visiting in our city IFia

connected with one of the oldest and
most celebrated institutions of learning
in the western world he is president
of harvard university the original
foundation of this institution dates
back to 16861696 only sixteen years after
the landing of the pilgrims at ply-
mouth rockbock and six years after the
settlement of the boston colony an
appropriation of in three sums
was made bytheby the young colony for the
support of a ecboale or col
edge and in 1686 was found-

ed the cambridge of the new world
A clergyman named john harvard
die j in massachusetts in 1888 he be-
queathedthed one half hisbis little fortune

to the newly established
Sch oale and in hisbis honor it was

known subsequently as harvard col-
lege at first special efforts were made
to educate indiansindiana in this school but
only one isin known to have everevec grad-
uated

from this humble beginningbegin sprang
the harvard of today the invested
funds of which exclusive of value of

grounds buildings books and appa-
ratus Isia over according to
the annual report for 1890 91 the total
receipts were and the pay
ments leaving a profit bal-
ance of nearly

the popularity of harvard increases
every year between october
letast 1887 and october 1891 the
increase was students whereas
during the preceding ten years it wa
only the numberdumber of students at
the commencement of the academic
year in the college proper was 1341
all departments of the university
show proportionate increase ao0o
change hashag been made in the require-
ments for admission nor has any
change been made in the method of
procuring the ordinary degrees hence
its popularity must be owing to the
superior manner in which the busi-
ness of the institution is administered
charles william eliot being the chief
executive of the harvard university
administration the logic of the situa-
tion must ascribe to that gentleman
the increasing popularity and success
of the establishment he is a
graduate of the class of 1853
he was elected president in
1869 the reforms inaugurated
during his incumbency are many and
varied the university government
isfa at present entirely and absolutely
neutral in its attitude towards religion
the government is vested in two
bodies the corporation and the board
of overseersoverseerq the former consists of
the president the treasurer and five
fellows the president and treasurer
being chosen by the fellows who are a
self perpetuating body the board of
overseers consisted originally of con-
gregationalgregat ional ministers later on it was
chosen by the state legislature but in
1866 it was made to consist of 30 of the
alumni five of whom are elected an-
nually for the term of six years all
the acts of the corporation are subject
to ratification by this board

IGNORANCE AND FALSEHOOD

JOSEPH COOK the noted national
egotist has again been devoting his
warped and inventive mind to the one
sidedaided consideration of the mormon
people this community and the situ-
ation here formfor edthe suleu I1 eject of an al-
leged lecture recently delivered by himbim
in the city of boston in his attempted
treatment of the theme he displayed
the usual degree of ignorance be hasbaa
exhibited in the past and the reckless-
ness of hisbis statements was quite re-
markable he is probably unequaled
on the lecture platform as a
gist in relation to facts here for
instance isais a sample furnished by his
referencereferefer recceerce to utah politics he

there are two party cries now raised
for utah statehood by the democrats
home rule by the republicansrepublican

the republicans not to be outdoneout done
but havingbaving more respect than the demo-
crats for public sentiment ask only for
home rule for utah 11

it will be observed that the reverend
has revereversedreeO the

situation relating to the formulation
and pushing of the respective measures
mentioned

another sample of inaccuracy is em


