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God knew His children before they
came here. 8peaking to Jeremiah,
He said: “Before I formed thee in
the belly 1 knew thee; and before
thou camest out of the womb 1
panctitied thee, and I ordaiued thee
a Prophet unto the uations.” IFe
kuew Jeremish belfore he made his
appearance in the flesh, and He
knew that he would be a Prophet,
for He kpew the spirit of the man,
apd He kuew also the course that
he would take. So with the other
I'rophets and Apostles. God, in
His infinite mercy, lias revealed to
us that we uud a pre-existetce, that
we lived with Him before we came
here in the flesh, just as our Bavior
did. The Apostle Paul, quoting frem
the i‘salmm, says of the Bavior,
“Thou bhast loved rightevusuess,
and hated imiquity; therefore God,
even thy God, hath anointed thee
with the vil of gladuoess above thy
fellows.”?” Who were His {ellows?
We were His fellows—we who are
here today, aud all the ¢hiftiren of
men upon the face of the earth,
We were all compamions of tiie Hon
of God in the eternal worids, burn
in the spirit, living with Christ he-
fore He became our earthly Savior.
God foreordained Him, chose Hin,
elected Hlm, to come forth aond per-
form the work of a Savior upon the
earth. He was ordaineu to this ex-
press work, God kuowing before
hanil that He would do this. So
with the A postles, with the Prophets,
aud with all of us. We were rent
here ou earth, foreordained to do
oud, to keep the comnisudments of
d, and to be saved; tor God loves
all His childrenu, aud would save
every huisan soul. He would uot
tiat any oue should be lost; but He
desires the salvation of all.  And all
will be suved, except the suus of per-
diiiwvn. Thisis the graud truth that
God has revealed upto us iu these
last days; that every humau being
will be saved eXcept a certain clasy
wha comamit the unpacdonable sin—
they wilio shed iunocent blecd, they
who are accessory thereto, or who
cousent to the eheddiog of innocent
blood. For them there is no salva-
tivn, we are told. 'Therefore, Jesus
sald: “All mauper of sin and hlas-
phemy shall be forgiven unte men:
but the blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost shall vot be forgiven untomen.
And whosvever spesketh a word
ayalust the Bun of man,it shall he
forgiven him; but whoso ever apeak-
eth aguaiust the Holy Ghost, il shall
oot be furgiven him, neither io this
world, peither in the world te
come.?  Every pin not of this up-
rdouable churacter will receive
orgiveness, suoner or later., But
will it not be punished? Yes. There
is punishment affixed to every sin.
No man cao commit sin withont
receiving the punishment therefor.
He will have to expiate that gin,
either in this life or io the Jife to

-come. For there is a penalty affixed

to every transgression of the laws
of God, and we shall have to pay
the penalty uniess we repeut of our
sins, and by going forth iuto the
walers of baptism, obtaiu a re-
mission of them. according to the
promise which Goi has giveu. In
this way our sioe can e remitted
and be blntied out, and we be re-

lieverd from the
affixed to siu.

These features of the Gospel, as
they bave beem revealed to us, [
think, must fill every soul who con-
templates them with gladness, with
joy, with satisfaction. The idea
that has been preached by ignorant
teachers who have put erroneous
conetructions on the words of the
Bible for so many generations cen-
cerning the punishment that God
has affixed to sins has fillled men
with great horror, and has driven
probably a great mauny into atheism
or unbelief respecting God, bueause
they eould not recorncile such tench-
ings with the character of a Be-
ing such as our God ip. Before
this Church was organjzed, the
Lord gave a revelation unto the
Prophet Joseph Smith, in which
this was explained, and it was ex-
plained with such clearuess that &
child might understand it; that be-
cause God’s punishment is eterual
punishment it does mot necessarily
follow thatthe being who receives
it is consigned to it eternally. For
instance, a prison might stand for a
thupdred years. It mightbe a place
of punishment. A person consigned
to that prisou might go in there and
ex, iate his crime in the prison by
suffering a ceriain punishment, and
after the time proomounced as the
punisbment had expired he could
emerge therefrom. 8ill the prison
exists, Bo it is with Guel’s punish-
ment. His punishment is eternal
punishment, because He is eternal;
hut it does Dot follow, as the Lord
has said with great plainness, that
a person who is consigned thereto
will endure it eternally. The Lerd
Jesus Christ has died for all inen,
and He will draw all men uuto
Him. But there are Jdegrees of
punishmeut affixe  to sin; and in
proportion to men?’s crimes they will
be punished. But they will not be
consigned to eudless punishment—
that ie, to suffur it eternally.

Ti.e revelation which God gave,
and which I8 embodied in the
seventy-sixth section of the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, is wounder-
fully plain upon this subject. In
that revelation weare told that there
are three degrees of glory. There
isa glory which Paul likened, in
T Cerinthians. 15th ehapter, to the
glory of therun. There is a glory
which he likened to the glory of the
mooun; and there is a glory which he
likened to the glory of the stars, and
as ‘‘oune star differeth from another
star in glory, so also is the resurree-
tion of the dend.” Menamd women
who keep the commandments of
God iu their faloess; who labor con-
tinually, s8 many have done, to
carry out the pripciples of truth;
who are willing to suffer martyrdo:
for the sake of the truth, as the
Apostles lid in the days of Jesus;
men and women who have died by
hundreds and by thousands, iu var-
ioun ages of the world, for the truth
—these will undoubtedly receive a
grenter glory than those who have
never made such sacrifices. There
are people wwho have not stamioa to
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position that is brought to bear
against them. They love popular-
ity, they love a good name, they
love the good things of this life,
and they are willing to trust the
future to itself. They go in for the
enjoyment of the present day, of
the present hour, aud are willing, as
they may, to risk the future. But
there are others who look above and
beyond this; who love the truth bet-
ter thap they love worldly ease, or
comfort, or riches, or good pname,
like cur Lord and Bavior aud His
Apostles. They went through life
emduring every ccuceivable liard-

ship and  privation, and at
last had their lives taken from
them. Why waz this? Because

they knew that God had in store
for them a wonderful reward, a
great glory. As Jesus said, in re-
sponse to a question of one of the
Apustles; “Ye which have followed
me, in the regeneration wheu the
Son of Man shall sit iu the throne
of his glory, ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.”® They believed
the words of Jesus. They believed
that Jesus would give them thrones,
that they would be tulers in the
Kingdom of God. They did not
lahor for an earthly erown, We
read of men who have endured
everything for the sake of a worldly
erown. We remd of men going to
battle, risking their lives and under-
guing ull sorts of privations and
hardghips, for worldly fame. But
these heroes of whom [ speak Jookexl
beyond this life. They saw that
worldly honors, crowns and fame
were perishable., But Jesus had
promised unto them that they
sbould sit upon twelve throues,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
They would bhecome kings. Amnd
they looked forward with perfect
conltidence to the fulfillment of that
promise. Therefore they enduted
these privations,

But now, as then, there are other
clagses—men who love their own
ease; who will mot endure these
privations; who will not go through
that which the Apostles had to
meet; and, of course, though they
may be worthy people in many
respects, they cannot hope to at-
tain unto the same glory as these
did who made such immense sacri-
fices for the truth. Therefore, there
is, as Paul says, one glory of the
sun,or the celestial glory. Who shall
attainunto that? Those who keep the
law that pertains to that glory;those
who do everything that is com-
manded them of God; those who
are williug to endure everything for
His sake abd to do that which He
requires at their hands. There have
been, no doubt, willions of people on
the eartiy wbo have had this willing-
nees. They will atfain, we are tolu,
unte the celestial glory. Whete God
and Christ are they willdwell. They
are promised crowns, thrones,
exaltation. XEverything that heart

ﬁ

atand up to the truth, and who nre | class,
not willing to eundure the persecu.|earth.

call desire, or that will add to the
glory of a human or pon immortal
soul, will be given unto this class.
Jesus is the great exemplar of that
He himself came here on
He torsook His throne and

tions that follow the practice of | His glory, He left his father’s pres-
{truth., They weuken before thre op- | ence, and was willing to come down



