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god knew his children before they

here speaking to jeremiah
he said before I1 formed thee inID
the belly I1 knew thee and before
thou earnestcamest out of the womb I1
sanctified thee and I1 ordained thee
a prophet unto the nations llehe
knowknew jeremiah before he midemade his
appearance in the flesh and he
knew that he would be a prophet
for hefie knew the spirit of the man
and he knew also tilethe course that
hebe would take so80 with the other
prophets and apostles god in
his1118 infiniteluite mervy has revealed to
us that we nad a propre existence that
we lived with him before we came
here in the flesh just as our savior
did fhe apostle paul quoting frem
the Vs almis says of the savior

thou hastbast loved
and hated iniquity therefore god
even thy god hath anointed thee
with the oil of gladness above thy
fellows who were his fellows
we were his fellows we who are
here today aud all the chilchildren of
men upon the face of the earth
we were all companions of the son
of god in the eternal worlds burnborn
in the spirit living with christ be-
fore he became our earthly savior
god ordainedforeordainedfore him chose him
elected him to come forth landand per-
form the work of a savior upon the
earth he was ardaiordainednea to tathisj a ex-
press work god knowing before
hand that he would do this so
with the apostles with the prophets
and with all of us we were t tentent
here on earth foreordainedfore ordained to do

Tgoodd to keep the commandments of
godd and to be saved for god loves
all his children and would save
every human soul he would not
atiat any one should be lost but he
desires the salvation of all andaliA nd all
will be saved except the soussons of per-
dition thesisthis is the grand truth that
god hasbah revealed unto us in these
last days that every human being
will bube saved except a certain class
who commit the unpardonable sin
they who shed innocent blood they
who are accessory thereto or who
consent to the shedding of innocent
blood for them there is no salva-
tion we are told therefore jesus
said all manner of sin and blas-
phemy shall be forgiven unto meumen
but the blasphemy against the holy
ghost shall not be forgiven ununtotomenmen
and whosoever speakespeakethtb a word
against tilethe sunson of mant ishall be
forgiven him hutbut whosochoso ever speak
eth against the holy ghost it shall
not be forgiven him neither in this
world neither in the world to
come every sin not of this un-
pardonable characterr will receive
forgiveness sooner or later but
will it not be punished yes there
is punishment affixed to every sinno man can commit sin without
receiving the punishment
he will have to expiate that arins in
either in this life or in the life to
come for there itsis a penalty affixed
to every transgression of the laws
of god and we shall have to PRYpay
the penalty uunlessuless we repent of our
sins and by going forth into the
waters of baptism obtain a re-
mission of them according to the
promise which god has given inthis way our sins vancan be remitted
and be blotted out anandJ we beherere

lieveld from the penalty that is
affixed to sin

these features of the gospel as
they have been revealed to us I1
think must fill every soul who con-
templates them with gladness with
joy with satisfaction the idea
that has been preached by ignorant
teachers who have put erroneous
constructions OUon the words of the
bible for so many generations con-
cerning the punishment that god
has affixed to bins has filled men
with great horror and has driven
probably a great manylauy into atheism
or unbelief respecting god because
they could not reconcile such teach-
ings with the character of a be-
ing such as our god is before
this lurchchurch was organized the
lord gave a revelation unto the
prophet joseph smith in which
this was and it was ex-
plained with such clearness that a
child might understand it that be-
cause gods punishment iss eternal
punishment it does not necessarily
follow thattiethat the being who receives
it is consigned to it eternally for
instance a prison might stand for a
hundred years it might be a place
of punishment A person consigned
to that prison might go in there and
ex late his crime in the prison by
suffering a certain punishment and
after the time pronounced as the
punishment hadbad expired he could
emerge edtill the prison
exists no it Is lionsgods pupunish-
ment his punishment Isia eternal
punishment because he ie18 eternal
but it does not follow as the lord
has said with great plainness that
a person who is consigned thereto
will endure it eternally the lord
jesus christ has died for all men
and he will draw all men unto
him but there are degrees of
punishment affife to binandsin and in
proportion to mens crimes they will
be punished but they will not be
consigned to endless punishment
that is18 to suffer it eternally

tiie revelation which god gave
and which is embodied in the
seventy sixth section of the book of
DocdoctrinetriDe and covenants is wonder-
fully plain upon this subject in
that revelation t we are told that there
are three degrees of glory there
is a glory which paul likened in
I1 corinthians chapter to the
glory of the runt-u u there is a glory
which hebe likened to the glory of the
moon and there is a glory which he
likelikenedned to the glory of the stars and
as conone star differeth from another
star in glory so also is the resurrec-
tion of the dead men and women
who keep the commandments of
god in their falnessfulness who labor con-
tinually as many have done to
carry out the principles of truth
who are willing to suffer martyrdom
for tilethe sake off the truth as the
apostles did in the days of jesus
nieumen and women who have died by
hundreds and by thousands in var-
ious ages off the world for the truth

these will undoubtedly receive a
greater glory than those who have
never made such sacrifices there
are people who have not stamina to
stand up to the truth and who tireore
not willing to endure the
eions that follow the practice of
truth they weaken before the op

position that is brought to bear
against them they love popular-
ity they love a good name they
love the good things of this life
and they are willing to trust the
future to itself they go in for the
enjoyment of the present day of
the present hour and are willing asan
they say to risk the future but
there are others who look above and
beyond this who love the truth bet-
ter than they love worldly ease or
comfort or riches or good name
like our lord and savior and his
apostles they went through life
enduring every conceivable hard-
ship and privation and at
last hadbad their lives taken from
them why was this because
they knew that god hadbad in store
for them a wonderful reward a
great glory As jesus baidinsaid in re-
sponsesponsetoto a question of oneffone of the
apostles ye which have followed
me in the regeneration when the
sondon of man shall sit in the throne
of his glory ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones judging the twelve
tribes of israel they believed
the words of jesus they believed
that jesus would give them thronestb rones
that they would be rulers in the
kingdom of god they did not
labor for an earthly crown we
read of men who have endured
everything for the sake of a worldly
crown we read of men going to
battle risking their livliveses and under-
going all sorts of privations and
hardships for worldly fame but
these heroes of whom I1 speak looked
beyond this life they saw that
worldly honors crowns and fame
were perishable but jesus had
promised unto them that they
should sit upon twelve thrones
judging the twelve tribes of israel
they would become kings and
they looked forward with perfect
confidence to the fulfillment of that
promise therefore they endured
these privations

but now as then there are other
classes men who love their own
ease who will not endure theseeionsprivations who will not go through
that which the apostles had to
meet and of course though they
may be worthy people in many
respects they cannot hope to at-
tain unto the same glory as these
did who made such immense sacri-
fices for the truth therefore there
is as paul says one glory of the
bunor the celestial glory who shall
attain untounta that those who keep the
law that pertains to that glory those
who do everything that is com-
manded them of god those who
are williwillingaig to endure everything for
his sake and to do that which he
requires at their hands there have
been no doubt millions of people on
the earth who have bad this willing-
ness they will attain we are told
unto the celestial glory where god
and christ are they will dwell they
are promised crowns thrones
exaltation everything that heart
can desire or that will add to the
glory of a human or an immortal
soul will be given unto this clawclass
jesus tois the great exemplar of that
class he himself came here on
earth he forsook his throne and
hisHia glory he left hisbis fathers pres-
ence and was willing to come towndown


