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carpets, hats and clothes which are sup-
posed to be all wool are practically made
of these cottons. Almost 75,000000
pounds of cotton are used every year
by our woolen mills and our woolen hat
factories annually take about 4oo bales.

The United States will, it is belived,
always control the cotton trade of the
world. *We could make now more than
the world’s supply, and could, I am
told, easily run other countries out of
the markets had the south a different
system of farming. The lands I have
traveled through are nowhere half
farmed. The cotton patches are gen-
erally small,and here inGeorgia much ol
the farning is dome on the shares.
The lands are often owned by men who
live in the cities, and advance supplie;
to the negroes, who put in thirty J
torty acres and who expect to pay their
debts out of their share of the year’s
yield. Most ol the farmers until lately
have raised pothing but cotton, and
would rely upon the money they got
from this to pay for their pork, sugar
and feed for their stock. They could
raise as good corn and oats as the
northern states, and the graziog possi-
bilities of the uplands of the southern
states surpass the best of the northern
land. This is already changing, and 1n
the not distant future the south will
raise all of its own supplies, and will
use its cottom as a mmoney crop pure
and simple. which will make the south-
ern farmers richer than the same class
anywhere else in the world. With the
other cotton.producing countries tryng
to increase their yield it would scem to
be a mistake to limit the growth of cot-
ton here in order to raise the price.
With diversified farming the south can
raise better and cheaper cotton than any
other country, and we ought to run the
other countries out of the business. It
costs, it is said, over 8 cents a pound to
produce Egyptian cotton, as the lands
are taxed §5 per acre and upward, and
the cotton fields of China and Japan
and India yield comparatively little to
the uacre, and that only of the very
poorest variety.

But bow is cotton raised?

Colonel R. R. Murdock, an Atlapta
banker and cotton dealer, who has
handled cotton for more than a genera-
tion, tells me that it requires but little
intelligence, and that the average negro
can produce almostas good a crop as
the most scientific white man. The
ground is ploughed -and barrowed in
March, and the furrows thrown up so as
to make rows ol hills about three or
four feet apart. In April the cotton
seed, little. black seeds, about the size
of a lemon seed, are drilled in. A few
days later the green sprouts come
through the soil. The rows are hilled
up as the plants grow, and the weeds
are kept down. The cotion plants are
thinned out irom tme to time. and
about the last of July the work of cul-
tivation is done. By the middle of
Jupe the plants begin to blossom, and
fields look like great gardens of Marshal
Neil roses. As the blossoms drop oft
the bolls of cotton appear. They grow
to about the size ot a black walnut,
when they crack open and the beautiful
wilite cotton shows out, The crop is
such that it will keep a long time. 1t
does mot ripen all at once, and the
pickers go over the fields a halt a doz-
en times during the seasou of gathering
the cotton, which begins in the far
south and Texas in July, and which lasis

unlil late in the fall. In Georgia and
North and South Carolina some cotton
is still being gathered at Christmas.

The picking of the cotton is an ex-
pensive item. The gathering of the
crop of 18g4 costs it is estimated, about
f60,000,000. The pickers are usually
negroes, who are paid so much for each
hundred pounds of cotton as it is taken
from the pods or bolls. Here in
Georgia pickers get about thirty-five
cents a bundred, but in other parts of
the south as high as fifty cents and up-
ward a hundred.

In Texas a crop of 2 soc bales aver.
aged a cost tor picking of g a bale. I
am told there are faster pickers now
than in slave times. Then 100 pounds
a day was considered remarkable work.
Not lonig ago ten convicts of the Mis-
sissippi  penitentiary picked 18,000
pounds in five and a balf days, an
average of 333 pounds daily per mao.

As to the ordipary labor, itis hard to
get a negro to pick more than 100
ponnds a day, and when he has done
that e wants to stop. Now and then
the pickers strike, but it is more often
on account of bad weather than a dif-
fereoce about prices. The women and
children, as well as the men, go out in-
to the fields to pick, and for the time
the land is alive with biack gangs mov-
ing through the white fields, who are
pulling out the cotton and putting it into
bags sirapped on their shonlders.
Nben z bag is full the cotton is emptied
into a large basket, from whichit is
thrown into the waﬁons which are to
carry it to the gin. ot a pound of cot-
ton can be sold before it is ginned.
This process is necessary to get the seed
out ol the cotton. The lint is wrapped
around the seed so tightly that it would
take days to separate by hand what
machinery will doin a few moments.
Some large planters have gins of their
own Other gins are worked on shares.
Every locality has gins near it, and with-
in a few miles of the cotton field. 1
have visiled a number ot these cotton

gins. The lint is sawed from the seed
by circular saws, so graded that the
seed will just pass through them

Further on in the machine there are
brushes which pulli the lint from the
saws, and which "will roll it outina
beautijul fleecy sheet of what looks like
cotton batting, so that it drops on the
floor in a mountain ot white, It is now
ready to be squeezed by machinery into
the great bales tor the market. Each
bale as it comes from the gin is of about
the size ol a big dry goods box. It is
about four feet square and about five
teet in length. It is wrapped with
rough cloth, much like cofiee sacking,
and is bound with bands of hoop iron.
Such a bale weighs from 450 to 500
pounds, and is now worth from §30 to
#40 as it stands on the scales ot the
shipper. .
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BEET SUGAR ITEMS.

[Lehi Bauner, Nov. 12.]

Owing Lo the reoent storm the farm-
ers Dave nut been diggiog tbeir beets
quite 0 fast as f-rmerly. But a ylupce
at the company’s meieorolugical charts
revealed lhe foot thal we bave been
vislied with a similar storm shcmt tbis
time of the reapon for .the paal three
yeare,

diotions of the ghart prove true, we
may expect a reason of dry ,weather
now during which the beels will great-
ly improve.

The suenr company I¢ pow teeding
about 1,000 nead of caitle. The num-
ber will oot Le inereased toany great
extent. Lnst year, owing to the rapid
copsumption of pulp, s pumber of
steera had to be sola pbefore they were
cufficlently fattened awvd others were
turped onthe grags. The present sup-
oly of cattle was obteiped from the
south and Deep Creek country.

AttbDe factory they have recelved
to date 34,000 tons of heets. Before
the crop ie all D they expect the total
to reach 40,000, 85 there s ebout 6,000
tone yet to be delivered. Ho far they
bave worked up a little over 20,004
tonp, 8o about half of the wessob’s ran
Is over.

Mapager Cutler har contributed nn
article to the American Agriculturist
on ““New Methods of Btoring Bests’?
In which he dJescribes the meibods
ouw i Voguw Al the fuctory here.

The price of eugar has sdvance! §
since slecilon but it i yet below the
price laat year.

At the reguest of Mr, Jos. P. Cooke
of Rio Bonito Orchard comperny, Ban
Frapcleco, we give the following facis
concerping the pugar logustry In this
State ae shown by the results st the
Lebi factory: The average yileid per
acre 18 15 tons apd Lhe cost of prodac-
tion $30 per aore. The average sucrose
couteuts of the heets jo 12 to 13 per
cenl, ‘T'he farmers receive §1.25 per
ton deilvered uat the faotory. JLand
can be rented ib this viclpity for from
$10 up mcre up according to qusality,

We bave beeo eayiog right slong
that the sugar industry was a great
one and was rapidly coming to the
fronl. Not oply is thie the cave jo this
county but the people of this Btate are
realizing tbat it i» 8 most importsot
induetry and should be bulit up bere
whete we know It osD be made a suc-
cess. It ik now po longer a question of
expetiment for it has pussed that
atage ‘and ie op the higb road to ruec-
ovee, INo sooner ia the subjact brosched
of a iactory at Mt. Nebo tnan Bpring-
ville comeg to the Iront with a bid for
one, They are right in maklog such a
bld lor they have rome excellent land
in that vicinlty apa can grow beets
succeesfully, and 3/ sanother feotory Is
coming thisway they wapt to be nn the
iookout for it. The people in Nephl
want a factory apd the Republic sug-
yests that Representative-elect W hesler
put fortb bis best eflorte to gecure a
sugar factory for that town. Let the
good wotk go on.

Chlef Juatice Baker at Yuma, Arle
zoos, Moodsy rendered judgment in

the faumous case of the Btate of
Arlzopa Improvemesnt oJyopady
against the territury to compel the

obrervai gs of a contract made with
tbe retirlng board ¢! control for the
leasing of the territery’s convicts.
The contract, whlch has been bitterly
seeuited Dy tbe territorial press, turps
over the inmates of tbe territorial
prisnn st Yuma for tep yesrsto the
improvement company at a reptal of
70 cente a day eacb, payment to be
made In water righte ot the oanal
company. The decision was In Iavor
vl the plaintifle und treata only of the

Alsv, proviuing that the pre-|legal questions involved.



