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otof the stream every year with profit
11theyhey stand in the water up to their
waists and scrape the gravel together
with their feet until they have made
a little pile they then dive down and
gather a often getting 25 or 50

cents out of a of gravel just
the otherlother day a nugget of the shape of
a pear weighing two and one half
ounces was taken out there was a
Sspaniard who worked the bed of the
river to a slight extent years ago he
had- a bucket brigade of indians who
equipped with rude buckets
and standing on notched poles that
served as ladders passed the gravel
and water from one to the other until
theythay reached the top it took two
years of such work to get to bed rock
and it is said that the man took ououtt
during four years in gold
another story which is questioned laIs
that he took out pounds of gold in
a single year and another is that he
panned out pounds in five hours
TKtb pit where this spaniard worked
was about seven miles above the
claims owned by the denver men itwas it tois said only twenty feet square
gold Is also found upon the yani river

is not far from the and
in southern Bbboliviabalivialivia

the peruvian gold field that is now
attracting the most attention tois the
Ca district this is notanot great
diAdistancetance from cuzco ana can be
reached by five days travel on mules
and on foot from the branch of thearequipa punofluno railroad which is ex-
tended toward that city you have the
railroad tor the garabayaCa on a mule
and go two days down hill then two
doedays upftp hill and during the last dalpda
you go down again for a distance of
about 1200 feet this last journeyjourney
is mauri on foot and it takes about
eight hours you then find yourself in
a region that tois covered with trees and
one where the vegetation is almost

bat A river runs through it and
in thle the indians have been washing
gold lor centuries these indians are
the descendants it is supposed of the
goeas they are semi civilized andcaucatt be got to work for you for 20 cents
a day up until recently all of thegowgold from this part of peru was from
placerower washings the chief work to-
day Is in the quartz mines of santo

out of this mine
of gold were taken in eighteen

mandis andaaa it was later on sold to an
american syndicate torfor
antherWawther the mine tois only a pocket or
not is not yet known the ore I1 am
told runs very though some of
the quartz has run as high as
to thetonthe ton the ore that is now be-
ingIngwarworkedked turns out about to the
tooboiu this tois being put through a ten

mill this mine was bought fofoiI1
theth syndicate by a california man
named hardison who came to south
Ai to investigate the rubber bust-
ness

busi-
ness and got into mining he man-
aged the property for a while but not

ally he bought a lot of ex-
pensive machinery without considering
how he could get it to the mine it
was in too heavy pieces to be carried
there andaad some of it tois now lying along
the road the syndicate has now a
lewk management with mr V KX
speareare a well known mining man of
colorado as its Perperuvianavlan head 1I un
derstand that the prospects of the mine
are good although as yet no large
amounts of gold have been taken out

jast above bakle near the
bolivian boundary at poto peru thorethere
axeace 0 mines which are doing well
mym-r latt on concerning this region

mr charles W bellows anab
Aft Ican prospector who is now in the
antey of the santo domingo mine mr
bonabellowsWS hasbag recently prospected in thisthin
part said hepotofire at poto placer diggings

feet up in the andes whichch are
now turning out worth of gold
every three months the gold is
fine some of the purest gold of the
world they are working the mine
with one hydraulic but they could I1
think use thirty with profit

there are other valuable gold
mines continued mr bellows just
across the line in bolivia at duchez
just east of poto and at the same alti-
tude there are placers which at times
pay a month and produce gold
that Is fine supposed to be the fin-
est gold of the world these mines
were worked for years by the span-
iards out they are now in the hands
of pentepenie and gibson two young
englishmen who are developing it they
have a river with foot fall which
gives them force for their hydraulic
in their sluice boxes are pavements 0ot
cobble stones in which the gold falls
and taley collect the fine gold with
quickquicksilverilver they have got some nug-
gets weighing as much as three ounces
above poto there is another good mine
it is known as the Potorosa it is
situated on the side of a mountain
ffeet high it is now in litigation but
the people who have possession have
bean making a good thing out of it
and they ship a great deal of gold to
europe to be smeltedsmeltersmelt ed

I1 fear that somesame of the statements in
this letter may lead americans without
capital to come to south america to
prospect I1 should most earnestly ad-
vise such to stay at home this is not
a poor mans country in any sense of
the word there is no chance at anall
for the man without capital and there
is no chance ftoror the man out of money
to make money by his muscle in com-
petition with these indians who live
like dogs and winwill work for about
twenty cents of our money per day
many of them are good mechanics and
as to bookkeepers and clerks the mar-
kets ateare overstockedover stocked it takes a large
amount of money to travel here and
without proper supplies the hardships
are inconceivable I1 met last week two
americans who had been prospecting
in the beni region of bolivia and in the
Ca district of peru they were
the hardest looking yankees I1 have
seen and their story was harder than
their looks they had attempted to
live off the country and had little more
than cornmeal mush for three months
some of the time they were almost
starving notwithstanding the fact that
they had plenty of money with them
for weeks they had to walk through
the rain and sleep at night without a
fire in rude indian huts where at
times they were only admitted because
they forced their way in there is ab-
solutelysol no chance torfor a man to make
his expenses as he goes along andand as
for trying to wash enough gold out of
the streams to support him this is an
impossibility for the surface wash-
ings and in fact all gold bearing
travelsgravels that could be easily gotten at
have been worked over and over by the
indians first in the days of the incas

i later on wwhenhen they were under thetheirirspanish taskmasterstaskmasters and since then
from year to year for themselves thegold regions on the eastern sides of
the andes are in many cases

and those about here are so higlh
that many cannot stand the rarifledair and have rochesosoro ebe no american
can work here as he can at home and

I1 most of those who attempt to do so
soon give it up As to the roughnessotof travel hetehere and in the
there is no comparison the passes of
the andes are over the ridges of the
mountains rather than through val-
leys and passes of and feetare common mr bellows told me he
crossedcroaased the mountains in one place at

0 feetfeefeelandtandand that when hebe got to thetop the otherether side seemed straight
down and lifthta trip from there on waswan

like climbing dodownwn the side of a wwallsome of the roads over the mountainsmountainjiare by a series of steps and mules are
trained to climb and jump up from
step to step in some places the mules
will sit down upon their hind legs andslide down the mountains and you are
ofoftenten in such a situation that itif you oryour mule makes a misstep you are
lost

let us look at what it will cost the tordinary american to come here tomine we will suppose that hishia purge s

is lean and that he travels in the 3
cheapest way if he goes by steerage
from new york to panama it will costcoat
him 30 and he will need 35 more torforhis steerage passage to mollendoMol lendo itwill cost him 22 for actual expensesempenses
from mollendoMollendo to la paz and so farnothnothingingi whatever has been allowed
torfor extras at la paz he must outfitsoutfitand here everything is high A sack offlour will cost him 11 he will findaftano baking powder and no bacon and f
he will have to stock up with suchcannedbanned goods as he can find at the fh iguest prices the chances are thathe will decloedecide to live off the conntry and that his stomach will beturned upside down as soon as he getsgetil
outside of the settled regions what hewill have to eat if he can buy it will bechalonacholona this is a sheep split sadanddried whole in the sun he packs thiaon his mule or burrow and it forms ahjastaple food it is exposed to the eatn
and then becomes soft A tei rstench rises from it and it looks alkerlike zputrid meat as it really is anotherfood that is a staple is chuno 3

frozen potatoes dried these are
liked by the indians but are not reldished by foreigners outside of thetwo articles you can buy nothing okios
the road at the indian villages youyorkmay sometimes be able to get beffe itables but no meats game is very
scarce and there is little wood tarcooking except in the regions on thaeastern slopes of the mountains theriesTherfeSis absolutely no fuel for warmth mwhat are some of the coldest of catt il
mates if you carry an oil stove Wwlwill have to pack along kerosene forand this will cost you for the tvariety more than 1 per gallon maaseMaaSp
people cannot realize that it I1is8 cold til
south america I1 am wearing twsuits of underclothing at this moment0 1
and my feet are in a fur tootfoot wabarmeslike that we sometimes use whenen assmss issleighing I1 am only a little gaftoabfeetfeat above the sea in a hhoitestal S
built of sun dried brick many of ass
mining regions are and more fteabove the sea there are no houseawhatever and at certain seasons tlwinds of the andes are damp cold ana
bonebonebreakbreakingmg the wind and sun
you and as a result of my rides in thhighlands my face and neck ara
the color of a boiled lobster while mrosy nose is peeling off in scaless lea
now wear the knit mask whwhich
natives wear on cold journejourneysys if y
of brown yarn and so00 made that
covers the whole head leaving hhhoteffth
for the eyes nose and mouth it 9sel alt
its purpose but it makes one look iv
very mephistopheles 2

the rainy season is a serious
for the american prospector
grass on these high pampas Is 0 1

T

soft spongy nature it holds
water so that going over it is 4
walking on wet sponges and no bI1
can keep your feet dry rubber crc
and peels when exposed to it in
gold region of the beni river where
tois warmer the rains are heavierhea er teal
the vegetation tois so dense thata
times you have to cut your wig
through with machetes
is impossible to make more thanchaa
or three miles adaya day and
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