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EUVILDING ON THE SAND.

BY ELIZA COOK.

*Tis well to wno, tis well to wed,
For so the world has done

Since myrtles grew and roses blew,
And morning brought the sun.

But have a care ye young and fair,
Be sure ye pledge with truthj

Be certain that your love will wear -
Beyond the days of youth.

For 1f we give not heart for heart,
A8 well as hand for hand,

You'll find you've played the “nnwise’ part,
And sputlt upon the sand.”

s well to sare, *tis well to have ,
A goodly store of gold,

Aund held ensugh of shining stuff,
For charity is cold.

But plees not all your hopes and trust
In what the deep mine bringe;

Wa cannot llve on yellow dust
Unmixsd with purer things.

And he who plles np wealth alone,
Wil often have to stand

Besalde his coffer chest, and ewn
*Tis “Luollt upon the sand.”?

*FMs good to speak in Xindly gulse
Aud sooithe wher’er we'can;

Fa!r specch shonld bind the human mind,
And luove links man to man.

But stay not at’the gentle worde,
Lot deeds with language dwell;
The one who pitles starving birds
Should scaster crumbs as well.

ke mercy that 1s warm and true
Must lend a helping hand,

Por those who talk yet fall to do,
But “bulld upsn the sand.”

REMARKS

Ry Preatdsnt BRIGHAM YOUNG, Tabernacle; p. m. of
March 16, 1806,
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[REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.]

I do not now rise expreasly for the purposs of
eiving additional instructions, for we have al:eady
ueard much to day; still, I have a few reflections
which 1 will offer. Can you not remember hearing
public speakers, both here and in other countries,
use many words without clearly and distinetly
conveying ideas?

The discourse by br. Vernon in the forenoon,
quite delighted me; I was extremely well pleased
to hear him clothé his ideas with sueh beautiful
language and so eesily nnderstocd. Hence I ex-
hort my brethren, the Elders, when they rise to
teach, edify, or iustruct the people, not to ham-
rer themselves with efforts tomerely select nice
sounding words, but to Jealout correct and use-
ful ideas, even il yofl do not use one word in ten
in u way that the learned would deem proper. If
a apeaker presents useful ideas to a congregation
of the best scho'ars in existence, though not one
word of his lur guage is strictly proper, yet what
he says will fecd that eongregation far more than
will a perfect volume of mnice sounding words
which convey few or no important ideas. 1 will
leave the correctness of this remark to philoso-
phers of every grace.

Still when any one rises to speak, if his mind
in stored with valuable idess let him clothe bLis
thoughts with the best language he can command,
that which comes to himn easily and naturally.—
[ really wish to impress this idea upou the mirds
of the Elders.

If you will reflect upon what elass of speskars
have most edified you, no matter whether they
sre taught or untaught in the learning of the
schools, you will readily discever that it has been
those whose minds were stored wilth good idens
aud whe spoke so that you could readily and ea-
eily understand them, whether their language was
couched in the most arprnvwl style or not —
When you hear individaals ak whose minds are
stored with rich ideas do they not benefit you
the mest? I care but fittle about your language,
hand out the ideas and let us kpow what yun
huve stored in your minds.

I will now refer to a portion of the discou:se
delivered here th's afternoon, and say to the bish-
ops that it would be highly gratifying to me, and
to all of us, if you would prove yourselves wise
stawards. You have a good opportunity to ex-
hibit your abilities, and 1 say to the biahn[) who
has just addressed us, won’t you do as I have
formerly directed you, and appoint good, wise,
judicious men to go throvgh your ward, to find
. out what is in that ward, and the situstion of
every family, whether they have money, flour, or
costly clothing, or whether they are destitute and
suffering? This is your business and calling.
Bat many of our bishops are sleepy and good for
nothing, and if I were sgoing to cleanse the
church, knowing the character of individuale, I
think 1 should commence with the bishops.—
Theirs is one of the most laborious and respon-
sible offices in the whole church; it is an office
which requires men of the best skill, judgment
snd talent to fill, and is one of the greatest im-
portance. Bishops will you take hold and try
to make men of yourgelves? After all I have
seid now and heretofore, if you were agoing to
search your wards, yon would be veriv apt lo
eome to me to enquire , what you should do. I
will tell vou, do not Jet there be one place, in the
habitations of the saints in your wards, about
which you are uninformed. Br. Wooley has re-
perted the circumstance of a bishop’s finding a
woman who had been living upon the charity of
her neighbors, and who atthe sametime had val-
uable property and money hid up. I can refer
you to scores of like circumstances, and what is
more te some of the elders, these who are sup-
posed to be among the'best of our elders, who have
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been preaching abroad and brought their hun-
dreds into the church, who come here with a lie
in their hearts and on their tongues with regard
to their means, and declare emphatically that
they have no means to help themselves with,
neither money nor goods. ,
We have brought them here and they are still
owing the Perpetual Emigrating Fund for their
passage, and they have gold if they hava no silver,
and have the richest kind of clothing. This brings
to my mind the circumstance of a family in Nau-
voe, who were in the habit of traveling from
house to house begging their living, aund said that
they were poor aud destitute. When the time
came for us to leave that city, and thuat family was
starting to St. Louis, the woman loosed her dress
and showed one of the sisters her stays, and said,
“] have my monsy sewed up in these stays, and
the church won’t get it.”” This woman begged
lier living and stayed in Nauvoo almost two years,
and would rather be damnea than to part
with the sovercigus seawed np in her stuys. Such
people will be damned, and the sooner they leave

us the better.

Were I a bishep, I would know, to a reasona-
ble degree of sccuracy, the value of the clothing
owned by those in my ward who were calling up-
on me for assistance, and I would be familiar
with every noék and habitation, and waich care-
fully that money was not secreted and the own-
ers begging from those poorsr than themselves.
I would know whether they had mouey hoarded,
{or hid away.

A score of vearsago the elders had to be very
watchful, and I do not suppose that for many
years I slept so soundly but what the slightest tap
would wake me up. If any person should say,
“Brigham?”’ [ am reedy at once to ask, “what
is wanted?’ I am ready to jump, ata moments’
warning. No person could stir abont, without
our knowing it.

Thhe bishops should be equally wide awake, and
get thore whom they have confidence in, those
whem they kuow to be honest, to be watchmen
!on the tower, and let them find out who are snf-
foring. Doubtless there are many who are suffer-
ing through want of food, but there is no neces-
sity of any family’s suffering in this ecity, and

Teérritory may be considered indpendent,

sions in this eity, to the number of the inhabit-
ants, than has any other portion of the Territory,
and yvet we need not euffer. Here we need
not be eshamed to beg, when stern vecessity has
¢losed around us. [ do not expect to see the day
when I am perfectly independent, until I am
crowned in the celestial kingdom of my Father,
und made as independent as my Father in heaven.
[ have not yet received my inheritance as my
own, and I expect to be dependent uatil 1 do, for
all that I have is lent to me,

If & man comes to me and says he is out of
food, what of that? Hae is out of food, that is all.
Il a nan comes along and save, “my family is des-
titute of food and clothing,” whet of that? Sim-
ply, that they are destitute of food and clothing.
and still they may be gentlemen and ladies for ull
that, and be honoring their tabernacles and being
on the earth.

The customs of the world have made it degra-
din
canguut honestly procure it in any other way.—
‘The man who is hungry and destitute has as good
a right to my feod as any other person, and I
should fee] as happy in sssociating with him, if
he had a good heart, as with those who have an
abundance, or with the princes of the earth.—
They all are esteemed by me not according to the
wealth and position they hold, but according to
the character they have.

Bishops will you try to magunify your ealling 7—
[ will give you a few words of consolulion, at our
pext Conference wa expect to drop a good many
bishops and appoint others, and we intend to keep
doing #o, until we get men with good hearts and
active brains to fill that responsible station.

I will now speak upon another subject, one
I which I have touched upon many times, bul
which to this day is bat little understood; I allude
to the organization of the gpirit and the body, the
distinetion between the two and their operations.
This subject is not well understood, and gener-
ally not much reflected upen, but is one which the
suints have got to learn, il they ever learn the
real organization of man. Then they will know
and understand the peculiarities of our present
organization, and how |iable mankind are to sub-
mit fo its weaknesses, and to the influences of the
powers that rule over them.

Were you in poseession of this knowledge, you
would be more compassionate. As severely as |
sometimes talk to youn, my soul is full of com-
.passion. It has ever been my study to under-
starfd myself, for by so doing I ean understand
my ‘neighbors. If this people* would n‘aply their
minds to wisdom with regard to themselvee, they
would be more compassionate than they are
now.

From what is at times said here, it might be in-
ferred that every one who did not walk to the line
was at once agoing to be destroyed, but who has
been hurt? Who is about to be killed? Who is
about to be taken out of the way? When this
people have lived long enough upon the earth to
have the principles of life and salvation dissem-
inated among them, and to have their children
taught in those principles, so that they fully know
the principles of eternal salvation, then let us or
our children turn away from the commandments
of- God, ad some do now, and I could tell you
what will be done with them.

Br. Woolley bas said, the time is not far dis-
tant,-bnt it will never come until the inhabitants
of the earth, and especially thore who have been
gathered together, have a sufficient time to be
educated in the celestial law, so that each person
may understand for himeself. Then if they trans-
gress agaiast the light end knewledge they pos-
sees, some will be stoned to death, and “judgment
will be laid to the liueand righteousness to the

to ask for food, but it is not when a person

| I presume that we have one fourth less provi- | and another there,

—

' be different,

plummet.” But people will never be taken and

sacrificed for their ignorance, when they have had-

no opportunity to know and understand the trath.
Such a proceeding would be contrary to the
economy of heaven. Butafter we receive and
understand thiogs as they are, if ‘we then disobey

we may look for the chastening hand of the Al-|

mighty. :

If wa could l2arn ourselves, we should see thous-
ands and thousands of weaknesses iu the people.
They turn to the right and to the left, to this and
that which is wrong; yet #f we did know and see
thinge es they are, we should understand that
thousands of those acts are performed in ingnor-
ance. , \

I presnme thera are people hearing me talk,
who would give the riches of the Indies, if they
had them in their possession, to be able to obtain
the mind and willof God concerning themselves.
They would give all they possess on the earth, or
expect to possess, were they in possession of keys
by which they could know the path to walk in.
What are we agoing to do with this class of persons?
I will tell you what I am agoing to with them, so
far a8 [ am concerned, I 'am agoing to give them
my faith, coufidgnce, prayers, and full fellowship.
And when they get through with this probation,
if they have done all the time according to the
best they knew, God will not bold them respon-
sible for what they did not know, and they will
be received, through the merits of the Son, into
the kingdom of our Father.

I mention this to inform the people, that they
may understand what they should do with regard
to the law of God and the transgression thereof.
The law ig very strict, and in this congregation
there are men and women who with uplifted
hands to heaven, before the Father, the Son, and
all the holy angels, made solemn covenants that
they never would do thus and so. TFor example,
oune bligation is, “I will never have anything to do
with any of the daughters of Live, unless they
are given to me of the Lord.”* Meun will call God
to witnesas that they mever will transgress this
law, and promise to live a virtuous life, ro far as
intercourse with females is concerned, but what
can you esee? A year will not pass away befere
some few of them are guilty of creeping into

when this city is supplied, the remsinder of the | widows’ houses, and into bed with the wives

of their brethren, debauching one woman here
Do we enforce upon them
the strict penalty of the law? Not yet. [ hope
their conduct arises from their ignorance, but let
me transgress my covenant and the case would
I want to live as long as I can on

‘the earth, but I would not like to live to violate

my covenants, [ would rather go behind the vail
before doing so.

A few of the men and women who go into the
House of the Lord and receive their endowments,
and in the most sacred manner make covenants
before the Almighty, go and violate these coven-
ants. Do I haye compassion on them? Yes, I
do have merty on them, for there is something
in their organization which they do not under-
stand, and there are but few in this congregation
who do understand it. .

You say, “that man onght to die for transgres-
sing the law of God.” Let me suppose a case.—
Suppese you found your br.in bed with your
wife and put a javelin through both of them, you
would be justified, and they would atone for ‘heir
sins and be received into the kingdom of God.—
I would at once do so in such a case; and under
such circumstances 1 have no wife whom I love

#o well that I would not put a javelin through her

heurt, and | would do it with clean hands. DBat
ruu who trifle with your covenants, be careful
est in judging you will be judged.

Every man and woman -has got to have clean
hands and a pure heart to execute judgment, else
they had:better let the matter alone. ;

Again, suppose the parties are not caught in
their iniquity and it passes alﬂn%unnulined, shall
I have compasgion on them? Yes, I will have
compussion on them for transgressions of the na-
ture already named, or for those of any other des-
cription. If the [ord so order it that they are
not caught in the act of their iniguity, it is pretly
good proof that he is willing for them to live, and
I say let them live and suffer in the flesh for their
sing, for they will have it Lo do.

There is not a man, or woman, who violates
the covenants made with their God, that will not
be required to pay the debt. The blood of Christ
will never wipe that out, your own blood must
atone for it; and the judgments of the Almighty
will come, soonei or later, and every man and wo-

. man wiil have to atone for breaking their coven-

ants. Towhat degree? Will they have togoto hell?
They are in hell enough now. 1 do not wish
them in a greater hell, when their consciences cen-
dem them all the time. Let compassion reign in
our bosoms. Tryto comprehend how weak we
are, how we are crganized, how the spirit and the
flesh are continually at war.

I told you here, some time ago, that the devil
who tempted Eve, got possession of the earth
and ‘reigns trinmphant, has nothing to do with
influencing our spirits, only through the flesh;
that is a true doctrive. Inesmuch as our spirits
are inseparably connected with the flesh, aud in-
asmuch as the whole tabernacle is filled with the
spirit which'God gave, if the body is efflicted the
spirit also suffers, for there is a warfare between
the flesh and 'the spirit, and if the flesh overcomes
the epiiit is brought into bondage, and if the spirit
overcomes the body is made free, and then we
are free indeed, for we are made {ree by the Son
of God. ‘Watch yourselves, and think. As I
heard observed on the evening of the 14th, at the
Social Hall, “think, brethren, think,” but do not
think so far that you éannot think back agsin. 1
then wanted to tell a little anecdote, but I will
tell it now.

In the eastern country there was a man who
used to go crazy at times, and then come to bis
senses again. One of his neighbors asked him
what made him go crazy; he replied, “I get to
thinking, and thinking, until finally I think so far
that I am net always able to think back again.”
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Can you think too much for the spirit which t»
put in the tabernacle? You can, and this is a
subject which I wish the brethren instructed
upon, and the people to understand. The spirit
is the intelligent part of man, and is intimately
connected with the tabernacle. Let this intelli-
gent part labor to excess and it will eventually
overcome the tabernacle, the equilibrinm will be
destroyed and the whole organization deranged.
Many people have deranged themselves by think-
ing too much.

The thinking part is the immortal or invisible
portien, and itis that which "performs the mental
labor; then the tabernacle, which is formed and
organized for that express purpose, brings about
or effects the result of that mental labor. Let
the body work with the mind, and let them both
labor Tdirly together, and with but few exceptions,
you will bave a strong-minded, athletic individual,
powerful both physically and mentally.

When you find the thiuking faculty perfectly
active in a healthy person, it should put the plg;
sical organization into active operation, and
result of the reflection is carried out and the ob-

ject is accomplished. In such a person you will

see mental and physical health and strength com-
bined in their perfection. We have the best op-
portunity afforded any people to cultivate thess
properties of man, 7

I do not know that I am trammeled by tradition
or that any of us need to be, hence we are in the
best situation to exhibit, through the organization
of the tabernacle, the labor and properties of the
invisible part. When a persen is thinking all the
time be is little better than a machine; he per-
verts the purpose of his organization and injures
both mind and body. Why? Becaues the men-
tal labor does not find vent through the erganism
of the tabernacle, and has not that scope—that
field of labor which it desires, and which it was
wisely designed thatit should have. Think ac-
cording to your labor, labor according to your
thinkiog. '

Some think too mueh, and should labor mere,
#thers lubor too much end should think more, and
thus maintain an equilibrium between the mental
and physical members of the individusl; then
you will enjoy health and vigor, will be active,
and ready to discern truly and judge quickly.
[s it not your privilege to have discernment to
circumseribe ulfthingr, no matter what subject

comes before you, and to at once know the truth *

concerning any matter? When von see a person
of this character, you see one with a healthy and
vigorous mind, throughout the whole operationa
of organization. True, this is not the privilegs
of every one; some have to do much thinking
and but little manual labor, while others do much
manual labor with little, if any, thinking. The
latter class are as dull and stupid as the brutes,
and when their labor is done they lis down and
sleep, like the brutes. They do not think enough,
they should bring their minds into active opera-
tion, as well as their bodies. Men who do much
thivking, philosophers for instance, should
apply their bodies to more manual labor, in order
to make their bodies more healthy and their
minds more vigorous and active.

Let me take twenty years to come, in which
to build cities, temples, tabernucles, halle, dwell-
ings, &e., with my mental organization, and not
put forth my hnncﬁr, or use any manual labor, to
perform any of this work, do yon not perceive
that my body would not have labored during all this'
period, and that my mind would have labored to ex-
cess, even to the overcoming of the tabernacle.
Ag-in, let me build house after house, hall after
hall, temple after temple, &e;, my mind would
have something to rest upon, and my body bein
weary with labor, I could lie down, and be
would rest together. When I wish to build a
temple it costs me much thought, and when I see
a temple finiched on this block, ds I have seen it
in the vision of my mind, de you not perceive
that the who'e of the labor of the mind on that
matter is at rest? This is my philosophy en think-
ing; and if I were ebliged to think for ten years,
and not erect a building, or help build up a city,
or in any way put my thoughts into exeeution,
it would materially injure my mental faculty thro'
want of results for it to rest upon. Bat let me
engage in active operations even though I do not
personally perform one davs manual labor, let me
see the result of my thinking budding into exist~
eres, and my mind has something to rest upon,
If I ecanpot carry out that which is in mind,
that which I wish to accomplish in all the
imprevements in building up Zion in the lat-
ter daye, ns soon as [ am deprived of the neces-
sary physical labor | withdraw my mind from
that objeet; I will not suffer my mind to rest up-
on it. For instance, we are agoing tosuspend la-
ber upon the remple for a year, until we ean pre-

are ourselves more fully for that work. We
Envﬂ abandoned the idea of using adobies in the
walls of that building, and intend to use granite,
Now suppose I should begin to think, and think,
and still think about it, are you not aware that
would be a worse than uselezs waste of time and
mental labor? My body would became wearied
and languid. I do netexpect to think about it
for onie year; good bye to it, for the present. I
must earry out the laber of my mind, or I injure
it. Cun you go to sleep in one minute, after you
have said your prayers and gonpe to bed! Can
you cease reflecti.n, bid good bye to thought,
and say to the body, compose yourself and let us
to sleep? How many now in this house can
o that? Whether it is natural, or supernatural,
mental or mechanchal, it matters not, but I have -
trained myself to go tosleep when I get ready,
and when I um in good health, as a general thing,
in sbout one minute [ can be fast asleep.

Until you can govern and control the mind and
the body, and bring all into subjection to the law of
Christ, you have a weork to perform touching.
yourselves. I delight to talk upon the subject of
our organization, but I must deso a little at a
time, or [ might weary your bodies and distract

oar thoughts. Short sermons fitly spoken are
Lttar than leng ones ill epoken., May God bless
you. Amen.



