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NEWS FROM AFAR

from afar gracious lord thou gather
thy flock from the shores of the ocean

Hohowwoftenoften the saints hearts bave
been cheered by the singing of this
beautiful anthem in our tabernacle by
Z oudond sweet songsonge eten how lowfew there
are however who fully comprehend
the significance of the words or realize
how fully they apply to the work of the
lord in the latter daysdaye

while contemplation this subject we
take a retrospective view of the past
our thoughts wander back again we
re cross the broad pacific and visit the
tropical of queensland where
torfor many yyearsears a towlew of our elders
have been laboring
ing the truths of the everlasting gor-
del

goe-
pel we remember standing upon the
shores of the ocean our faces turned
eastward and watching the first fruits
otof the queensland mission plunged
beneath theme surging waves immersed
for the remission of their sinssine
by an authorized servant of god
subsequently on a bright sabbath
morning abona 5 ovelock a little com-
pany wend their way to the brisbane
river and from its placid waters come
forth another band oioft regenerated souls
thus adding to the toldfold of christ

we can almost bear the songs otof re-
joicing yet though eighteen months
nave passed away since then it kiy
be interesting to note howbow this phoriousplRl orious
work was accomplished years of
earnest latorlavor badbaa neen spent tracts had
been distributed houses were visited
etc but a most important factor was
our own sunday school the

little ones were gathered in and
sabbath after sabbathSabbatb leagons were
t aught by the elders and who shall
say that these dear children did not
carry the simple message and the spirit
of the gospel to their homed W nen
toethe writer first visited the sunday
school in queensland about thirty
ticho lars were in attendance all non
mormonscormonsMormons since octoberOo toDer 1894 the
work hasbaa progressedprogresoed rapidly

the above thoughts were suggested
by interesting letters justjuet received fromfrem
elderseldera daniel M livingstonlvingstonIj ana
william F armstrong both of this
city anuw laboring in that conferencecoo ference
theabe lormor Is a son of mrair charlescharlee

onoone of our
officers latter toIs son of our es-
teemed ex mayor hon francis arm-
strong A few items from their letters
wwillIII bonab e the readers of the NEWS to
understand how the Llordrd inia blowingblessing
these faithfaithfultul young meomen

elder livingston waltee Ic although
not feeling well of late I1 navehave hadbad
much cause to rejoice on january

we hadbad the privilege of adminis-
tering the sacred rite olof baptism unto
fourteen good honest leaned souls
we baptized them inID the brisbane
river near the cemetery where we
alsoaleo baptized a company whan you
were herebete the sacred ordinance was

like previous onesonce with
a rich outpouroutpouringlug of the of aogoy

we blessed five children at our confir-
mation meeting in the evenieveningag
thus adding nineteen souls as a corncom
men cement for the new year cer-
tainly god tois with us and crowning
our labors with success paul may
sowasow apollon waymay water but god

the increase 9 all our new
members seem to lavebave entered into
the work in the right spirit I1 wish
you could have attended our testimony
meeting this month itII would hayehaya
done the heart of any latter day saint
goodgooce to have listened to the new saints
as well as theabe old ones ideardear powerful
testimoniesmonlee to the truthfulness of the
gospeldospel message the attendance at
our meetings has wonderfully in-
creased the largejarge hall is pretty well
filled every sunday night and there is
a lively interest being taken in the
message we bear our sunday school
has increasedcreasedlo so that our room will not
holdbold it we have now seventy four
scholars enrolled and have been com-
pelled to secure a larger room for our
classes and for sacrament meetings vil

elder armstrong writes after re-
ferring to the recent baptisms etc
igweI we are all so happy but this is not
all we have five more applications
for baptism next saturday 813 there
ifarere a few naoyemote here who are not afraid
to live godly in christ jesusJesuseveneven itif

they do have to sufferbuffer persecution
this is indeed a time of rejoicing we
have sown the seedaged we have seen it
take root and now we are reaping the
harvest god is truly blessing our
laborlabom elder argyle and I1 are now
located at west end a suburb of
brisbane about three milelmile from the
Coorparoo branch and we are opening
up a nownew field it seems asan though
there are people in the locality
waiting for the gospel and the cir-
cumstancescum stances connected with our locat-
ing there tois another strong testimony
thatthai god tola with us and overruling
everything for the best the people
are very kind and hospitable al
thong almost strangers nearly every
oay some kind friend will bring
us a nicely cooked dinner I1 am en-
joying my labors and my greatest de
sire is like paulpaulaa Epho vlvi 19
20 landand for me that utterance musymay be
given unto me that I1 may open my
mouth boldly to make known the
mystery of the gospel for which I1 am
an ambassadoramba esador in bonds that therein I1
waymay speak boldly as I1 ought to speak PPP P

these are encouraging words from
the antipodes surely the lord has
commenced ifaa marvellousmarcellousmarvellous work
amongst the people 11 how few of
ziona elders today are bussed with
huab experiencesexperiencep soas those referred to
above in these days of gleaning lowfew
can saymay with elder armstrong bewswe
have sownbown the seed we have seen it
take root and now we are reaping thotheharvest may god continue to blewbless

the boysboye

the mail that brought this good
news also conveyed the sadad intelli-
gence of a tearfulfearful calastrocatcatastropheastro Pbe seeabeen
from the summit of one of the bills lain
the vicinity the beautiful brisbane
river appears like a winding tbthreadread
of silver the sunlight glancing from
its placid surface and many pleasure
boats and terryferry steamers are continu-
ally flitting in all directions thegreat city is divided into north bria
bane and south brisbane by this na-
tional dividing line recent stormsstorme


