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DISCO C)'-U R = , and justification to expel us from | vants. He called His - prophets prﬁehed by the FElders of this|of the Bavior., When He was killed

PRESIDENT GED 0 CANNON,

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
Sunday A fternoon, May 8th,.
1881. :

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

President Cannon having read the
whole of the 12th Chapter of the
Epistle of -Panl to the Corinthians
gaid: It isa blessed thing for us who
live in this day and age to have
records in our midst which have

| teachings

our homes because we believed that
God, through His power, could heal
the sick and perform miracles like
unto those that were performed in

do you think it would have  been
my brethren and sisters, if we had
pot had the Bible to refer to? How
would it have been with many of
those who passed through those
scenes if they had not had the
of the Anpostles and
the words of the Savior written
g8 we have them in the Bible
to comfort them, to cheer them,and
to show them that it was not a new
departure for men to Jeave those
ideas and beliefs? With the Bible

come down from olden times,
and which are recognized, at least
by Christendom, as the Word of
Gdd, and as eontaining princi]glau of
life and of salvation. - A people who
are destitute of such records are in
many respec's to be_pitied, for they
have not the benefit of the experi-
ence and teachings of those who
have preceded them and are depriv- |
ed of that knowledge concerning the
things of (-od, which is a great stay
unto those who  pos it. It is a

t comfort to a person in the
midst of trials and of afflictions,who
has a desire to look unto God or
some being wha is superior to us, to
redid the life and the experience of
others who may have been similarly
gituated in otiter ages, and (o know
from the record that has come down
how they felt and acted, and the
deliverances they received through
the power of God. In like manner
it is & great blessing and a comfort
to those - who are struggling
in the midst of the darkness, error,
and eonfusion which prevail upon
the earth, whose souls go oufafter
God, who desire to know concerning
Him, to comprehend the plan

in our hands we could test all men
who professed to be follo fJesus
Christ; for God has plainly said
that He is the same yesterday, to-
day and forever; that He does mnot |
change; that e is ‘A8 ne-:r-unto
His people in these days as He ever
was; that He is willing to hear their
cries, to answer their petitions, to
nt unto them the desires of their
earts, in 7ur age as He ever was'In
any preceding age. Now this isa
doctrine plainly taught in the Bible,
and it has been the cause of im- |
mense satisfaction to those who
have espoused its doctrine. It would
have been a very trying thing for
us in the days of gloom through
which we have pasred had we not

| been assured in a very reliable way
that God would hear and answer |

our prayers, for there have been:

ledge the Latter-day Saints would
have sunk beneath the weight of
their afflictions, it is doubtful if they

having this knowledge, by having
received a testimony concerning the
willingness of our Father in heaven
toanswer prayer and to deal with

of =salvation, to have Some un-
derstanding concerning the ob-
ject of -their ereation;  and while
m this life to have the experience of
ot 1ers who have preceded them,and
also to read that which they knew
concerning God.

In this respect the chapter which
I have r from this book is of
priceless worth; its value cannot be
estimated by anything thatis kaown
among men upon which wvalue is
ﬁl;]ed. If we did not have this book,
and it could be given to us with the
testimony that we now have as to
its authenticity and its divine ori-
gin, I suppose there are hundreds
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they oould not get it in any other |

way,would be willing to give all that
they have in the world to possess a
copy of it. The fact that we have
it,-the fact that we have always had
it, the fact that our forefathers al-
ways had it, at least so far as we
know, has made us fo a certain ex-
tént careless about it. We do not
value it a8 we might do if our aiten-
tion had ben newly awakened to its

istence. Buat to the Latter-day
1ints it should always be a precious

treasure. Beyond any Ferrpla now
upon the face of the earth,
they should wvalue if, for the

reason that from its pages, from
the docirines set forth by its
writers, the epitome of the plan of
salvation which is there given unto
us, we derive the highest consola-
tion,we obtain the greatest strength.
Itds, as it were, a constant fountain

sending forth streams Of living  life
to satisfy the souls of all who peruse
its pages. Our condition bad

enough, it may be said, in some re-
spects with this in our possession
and having this to refer to; but we
can imagine that it would Le much
worse if we did not have
it, if we could not appeal to our fel-
low creatures who believe in God,
who believe in Jesus Christ, who
believe in the Old and New Testa-
ments—if we did not have thisto
appeal to, to prove that whatever
our peculiarities may be, however
different our views from the views
of many who profess Christianity,
weat least share in those views
with others who were called the
people of God, the diseciples of the
Lord Jesus Christ in days that are

t, and who among all people
fﬁf‘uughnut Christendom are recog-
nized as the true exponents of the
word of God and the plan of salva-
tion which He revealed.

There was a day in our history
when it was considered a crime for
us to believe inrevelation from God.
I do not know that that day is en-
tirely past. There was a day im our
history when it was considered very
improper for us to believe in pro-
phets or apostles—that is, to believe
that they ought to be in the Church.
There was a time whgn we were in-
di‘led by a mob in its written pro-
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children, we have been comforted,
we have been susiained, we have
been filled with hope and have been
cheered in our onward progress, and
this knowledge to-day is more
precious than any knowledge
there is upon the face of the
exrth; for in the darknees, in the

unbelief, in the denial of
God, which is so common at
the presert time, the man

who knows that God lives, ,ihat
God hears and answers prayer, the
’Wuman who knows this occupies a

itinn and hoae groal
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that such knowledge has been placed
in his or her ion. Now Paul,
who wrote this epistle from which
I have read, understood this per-
fectly. His life, in many respe:ts,
resemble: the livesof those who pre-
ceded him in the same career. In
many of its features it resembles the
lives of the prophets who lived be.
fore the days of the SBavior; and the
lives of the servants of (God in this
day in which we live have a strong
resemblance to that of Paul’s or to
his fe'low-Apostles. Brother Wood-
raff has published a little work
called “Leaves from my Journal ”
and in readin% that book I have
been vers forcibly reminded of the
lives of the ancient Apostles, it re-
gembles them so much. You have
doubtless thought, all of you, about
the character of the men whom Je-
sus chose to be His Apostles. They
were men who were stumbling-
blocks to their generation, for they
did not belong to the popular classes.
They were not learred men, they
were not rich men—that is in the
worldly sense of the word—they
were not dignified men; and Jesus
Himself, theLord of life and of glory,
was a constant stumblingbiock to

His generation. Ltiis gin was
hum Ithough he came of a
kingly line; His surroundings were

mean and low; His reputed father a

nter, and doubtless He Him-
self worked at the business, and the
men whom He chose were fisher-

men, men of low d men
of lowly origin; not scholars,
not men of fine presence
o far as worldly advan were
concerned. But He filled them with
the power of God; He gave them the

revelations of heaven; He taught
them the r&lhn of salvation; He sent
them fo endowed with power
from on high; and they effected a
t revolution in the earth. They
aid the foundation ot a system that
has mml]:lhhed marvellous re-
sults, and throngh their work the
name of Christ has been spread
throughout all the earth.

Have you not been frequently
struck, my brethren and sisters,
with the iar manner in which
God called His people and His ser-
vants. It is not many wise, it is not

many times when if it had not been |
for this assurance and this know- |

conld have endured them; but by |

| truth.,

wherever hecould find them and
they were suited-to His purgose. He
cailed His Apostles and His dis-
ciples in the same maoner. [t seem.

ancient days by Hisservants. How{ed to be a necessity that the faith of
{ the generationsof men should be

tried, that their confidence in God
should be tested, to see whether
they would be willing to receive
His fruth from any source however
‘humble. It would not be any trial
of a man’s faith if some man l:aqa~
sessing supreme power, who wielded
_wmidarfu] influence, were to declare
that what He saild was the word of
God upto the people— a man of
popular honors, a man who could
control all the peo];:ie who could
make the system w ich he advocat-
ed popular and desirable among
.milg}glngi,whﬂ‘f. trial would there be
of 9 pecple’s faith to embraee truth
under such circumstances? But
that has not been the course which
God has taken with His 151000 ¢e. He
could have sgent His Bon Jesus
Christ among men at a time and
under circumstances that wou
have made His.influence irresistible
on the earth and among the people.
He could have given Him such
wer that men would have
been compelled to- have received
Him, but that was pot the way in
wuich the Lord did His work. He
never did it 'in that manner. He
never consulted men’s views and
their ideas respecting His work.
He chose His instruments and He
sent them as He defired under the
circomstances which He deemed
best adapled to accomplish His pur-
poses. Therefore HisSon Jesus was
born—thcugh as I hiave said deriv-
ing His descent from the Kkingly
house of David—under circumstan-
ces that did not carry with them
great influence. There wasnothing
about His birth or His surroundings
to convince the inhabitants of the

They were left entirely to Eknow
this by the Spirit of God; they were
left to derive this knoWledge by
eeking for it unto Him who could
bestow it upon them, and were not
to be actuated by that which is call-
ed the popular voice; and in this
way man’s agency i¢ tested to the
very uimost. To illustrate the idea

|

Church., They know very well that
nowhere wiihin the range of their
acjquaintance was there a man
among all the churches who declar-
ed that he had authority from God
to administer the ordinances of life
and salvation by direct revelation
from Him. The most of you know
that the common ex ion was
that the canon of scripture was full;
that there were no more miracles;

that angels would come no more to

the earth; that God would no more
bestow the old blessings that were
enjoyed in ancient days,and that He
would no more speak unto men.
This was the teaching, and every
one was led to expect that all
things would cont'nue as they were,

d when men and women were
dissatisfled about this, and they
went to their migisters and asked
them abont it, they invariably re
plied that the blessings pertaining ‘o
the days of Jesus and His Apostles
were not for this generation. I was
but a child when my parents joined
tite Church, but I learned to read
very early. Among the first ques
tions I remember asking my father
was in relation to the Apostles and
to the gifts, I asked him if there
were no Apostlus now. He iold
me there were not. I asked him if
there were no men who performed
the works that they did. He told
me that there were none, and I
have time and time again gone to
bed and cried because I could not
live in the days of Appostles, be
cause I could not see Jesus and
know the things which He taught
and which his Apostles taught
This was my experience in my
childhood. I yearned with all my
soul to live in a day when these
things were poss ble, when God
would speak from thie heavens,when
God would bes ow His power upon
men, and when those who were

us as He dealt with His ancient | earth that He was the Son of God. | faithful cou'd receive the gifts and

blessings of the gospel as they did
in ancient days, and I repined in
my heart because I did not have the
privilege of living in a day like that.
And as I have said, though buta
child when the gospel came to my
father’s house, I rejoiced in it, and I

have rejoiced in it from that day to
the present.

that I have on my mind, suppose | God has restored the old Gospe!
that Jesug had been born unuer cir- | God has rebuilt the old Chureh.

cumstances that mankind would
have had to accept Him as the Son

of God; suppose His disclples had
bceu vnder fuch cirrumstances and

surrounded by such influences thai
mankind would have naturally fol-
lowed them and accepted their doc
trines yithout hesitation because it
would have been to their worldly
interest to do so, would man’s
agency have been tested as it was
in the days of the Savior? No, his
agency would not have been tested,
He had presented before him truth
and error. Truth was not popular.
T'he espousal of truth was not of
worldly advantage to men at that
time. If he therefore espoused it, it
would be beccause of his love for
it and for the blessings which would
flow from it, and
because tliere would be an
profit of a worldly character nttemf
ing its espousal. There is a reason
therefore for God sending many of
His messengers as He has done. 1t
was rarely that they were men who
by their pesition could control the
people and cause them to follow
themm naturally aside from the
We know how it was with
many of the prophets. They were
unjopular, The truths that they
declared did not add to their popu-
Jarity, and it was a test of men and
women’s love for the truth when
these men came among them, for
when they espoused the truth they
did it because of the love of the
truth. God has evidently deter
mined that when men and women
embrace the truth, they shall em-

brace it for the love of it; that they
shall not be converted by
man’s influence; that they

saall not follow in the train of men
because of some advantege that will
accrue to them. Ewvidently, then, it
is the will of God concerning us,that
if we embrace the truth we must
embrace it because we love it, not
because of the instrument who
brings it tous. We must be willing
to receive it through whatever chan-
nel He may choose, If it be
John the Baptist, if it be any of the
disciples of the Bavior,if it beJoseph
Smith, if it be Brigham Young, it
it be Johin Taylor,or any other man,
no matter who the man may be,
Geod choos=s His own instruments,
and He sends His truth to the
earth in a way that He sees fit.

The most of those who are of
adult years in this audience this

(God has restored the old authority,
and with the gospel have come the
old gifts and manifestations of the
spirit, and with the Church, and
with the authority and with the
gospel and with the giftshave come
the old persecution, the old hatred,

clamation for believing in miracles.
It was considered suflicient caunse

many learned, it is not many noble

who have been called as His ser.

day know how it was before theyl
heard the sound of she gospel as

the old animosity, the same deter-
mination to destroy the work of Gou
that has always been manifesteu
when it had an existence upon :he
earth. And how inconsistent it
would be toentertain aay other
views concerning the gospel thap
that which we do. How inconsist
ent it would be to helieve that the
inhabitants of the earth would be
entirely cut off from any further
revelation from God. But, says one
—this is what i8 said when they ob

not | ject to these things—how is it that

we have lived for so many genera
‘jons without this knowledge? 'here
is & reason for this. God does not
deprive the earth, nor the inhabit-
‘nts of the earth of His knowledge
without cause. When the prophets
disappeared from Israel before the
coming of the vior there were
reasons for their dizappearance.
When there was witcheraft, as we
are told, in the days of Saul, and
there was a time of famine in the
land for the word of God, there
were reasons for thie,  When com
munication ceased between heaven
and earth in those and subsequent
days, there were good reasons why
that shou'd be so. Communication
never ceased when the people were
faithful. When théy honored God,
wien thaﬂ kept the commandments
of God, when they listened to the
voice and admonitions of His pro-
phets, communication never ¢ a<ed
under these circumstances. But
when the people turned unto idols,
when they followed Baal, when
they hordened their hearts against
God, when they persecuted and
glew His FProphets, then in His
anger He withdrew from them, His
face was hidden, His voice was no
longer heard, there were no longer
visions, there were no longer pro-
phecies in the land—an unbroken
stiilness reigned between the hea-
vens and the earth until the people
again repented, sometimes under
the inspiration or a Prophet, some-
times under some good king raised
up and turning to the Lord. Then
again Prophets appeared,predictions
were heard, the voice of revelation,
or in other worde, the voice of God
through his servants was heard in
the land.And so it'was after the days

‘ajter A

 addressed, the necessily

His Apostles still lived, and they
proclaimed the {truth, and they
would have continued to do so, to
have perpetuated the line of the
Apostles, to have ordained Apostles
postles; for, as Paul has said,

has pl ced first in the Church,
Aposties. The Church of Christ is
not perfect without Apostles. Apos.

tles were a8 necessary as Teachers;

they were a8 necessary as Evangel-
18t8; they were as n:fem Ty as

tors, But the wicked would not al~
Jow Apostles to live, for Aposties
were men who had revelation,,
A postles were inspired of God; they
became, as it were, the oracles of

Jehovah to the -inhabitants of the:

earth, But they were slain,. one
after another. The Church was per-
secuted, the-men of God were de-
stroyed, and of course when this
came 10 pass, darkness prevailed..
I'here were no means of receiving
revelation. How could @God send
men unto people who would kill
lhe;n? fHa- des
nation for killing His Son, and He
broke in ﬂlecm other naiiuna lfior'
killing His Apostles. = And thus
there arose a system having the
form of godliness, but denying the
power théweof; a system that was
j opular, a system ot religion that
nionarchs caused te be dtaught in
Ibeir dominions and to their sub-
subjects, and a great change oocur-
red throughout what is called Chris-

tendom. The followersof this reli. ..

gion, instead of bLeing persecuted
and hunted, instexd of having to
hide in caves and dens to escap: the
wiath of the governing powers,
those that were left of them emerged
from their hiding places and were
elevated to places of power and
honor,and the followers o Him who
was called the meek and lowly
Jesus became; in some instances,
the rulers of the land. Thus perse-
cution ceased, and with the stoppage
of persecutlion there was also a ces-
sation of revelation. There was no
voice from heaven, no angels de-
scended, no men had vigions—that
18, I am speaking now-in general
terms. The Church was not orga-
nized upon its original plan; it de-
parted from it; and from that time
until a little over half a century ago,
this coutinued to be the case. Have
there been reformers? Yes; good
men, men who served God to the
best of Lheir ability. Wyelifte, Luth-
er, Calvin, Wesley «nd many others
arose in their generations,and strove
0 the bes' of their ability to tarn
the tide and to have men seek after
Ged. But they had not the author-
ity of the Holy Priesthood, they had
not the authority to rebuild the
Church a 'ording to the original
pattern, #.ud though "they were
blessed of God, though they enjoyed
His faver, though His spirit was
with them 0 a very great extent,
they did not have the authoerity .10
nitiate men and women into the
Church, and through their admin-
siration to bestow upon them the
gifts that were enjoyed in ancient
days. This was the ca
long period of darkness, of gloom and
wmﬂm that prevailed concerning
Now,ii a malﬁmd gone with this
Bible iu his hands throughout Chris-
tendom at the time the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Raints
was organized and inquired of the
various churches respecting “their
organization and the gI{'J;‘.eﬁL and bles-
sings that Paul has described In the
chapter I have read as necessary to
the Church of Christ, he would
have found no church correspond-
g to his description. He compares
it to a man’s body. He impressed
upon those to whom this epistle was
of being a
member cf the body; that the head
could not say to the feet, ‘I have no
need of thee;” that an A postle could
not say to the humblest member of
the Church that there was no need
of that member or that officer. Nei-
th?r, on the other band, could thﬂ.b
officer say, because he was the feet,
that there was noneed of the head,
All the officers, all the gifts, all the
blessings that were enjoyed in anei-
ent days are as necessary to the
perfectiion of the body of Christ now
as they ever were. The Saints were
all partakers of the same spirit, and
when men had that spirit, as Paul
had it in his day, they had these
gifts. Not every man the same gift,
by any means; but God gave His
gifts through His spirit according to
tive wants of the people, according to
the nece sities of the Chureh, and
thus they were in every respect a
perfect ioly. You take out Apostles
and you leave the body imperfect,
and you takeout Prophets and the
body is no longer perfect. You take
out miracles, and helps, prophecics,

tongues, interpretaiions of tongues,

ed the Jewish

of such a



