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president cannon having read the
whole of the chapter of the
epistle of paul to the corinthians
said it is a blessed thing for us who
live ijinn thisthia day and age to have
records in our midst which haehave
come down from olden times
and which are recognized at least
by christendom as the word ofor
ad hindandfind asai containing principles of
life and of balyation A people who
are destitute of suchjeuch records are in
many respecs to be pitied for they
have not the benefit of thetb e experi-
ence and teachings of those who
have preceded them and are depriv-
ed of that knowledge concerning the
things of od which is a greagreatL stay
unto those whowh0 popossessISess it it is a
great comfort to ia person in the
midst of trials anandd of
hashaa a desire toth look unto god or
someibomel belag who is superior to us to
read ahethehe ifelife and the experience of
others who may have been similarly
situated in ages and foto know
from the record tbthatat has come down
how theythoy felt and acted and the
deliverdellverances they received through
the powerpowen of god in like manner
it is a great blessing and a comfort
to 1 those who are struggling
in the midst of the darkness error
and confusion which prevail upon
ththeartyearth whose souls go out after
god who desiredesine to know concerning
him to comprehend the plan
of salvation to have somemome un
der concerning the ob
leotjcob of theirthein creation and while
in this jinelife to have the experience of
ctot lers who have preceded thelandthemand
also to read that which they knew
coneonconcerning god

in thibthis respect the chapter which
I1 lavehave read from this book iaIs of
priceless worth its value cannot be
estimated byanythinganything that is known
ninonamong men upon which value 1919ig

wedoeded if we did not have this bookboob
and it could bebb given to us with the
testimony that we now have as to
its authenticity and its divine ori-
gin I1 suppose filerethere are hundreds
todayto daydav I1 n lma il11

could not get it in any other
way would be wIllingwilting to give all that
they have in the world to possess a
copy of it the fact that we have

that we have always had
it the fact that our forefathers aal-
ways had it at least so far as we
know ilaslias made us to a certain ex-
tent careless about it we do not
value I111t asna we might do if our atten-
tion had ben newly awakened to its
existence but lo10to the latter day
S lints it should always be a precious
tietreasureasure beyond any people now
uupon the face of the earth
teriithey should value it for the
reason that from its pages from
the doctrinesdocirines setlet forth its
writers the eepitometome of the plan
salvation which is there given unto
us we derive the highest consola
tionne obtain the greatest strength
adsit da as it were a constant fountain
sending forth atrenstreamsatrenss or living life
to satisfy the souls of all who peruse

itsits pages our condition is bad
enough it may be saidbaid in some re

with this in our possession
and having this to refer to butut we
can imagine that it would be much
worse if we did not have
it if we could not appeal to our fel-
low creatures who believe in god
who believe in jesus christ who
bellevbelieve ih the old and new testa-
ments if we did not have this to
appeal to to prove that whatever
our peculiarities may be however
different our views from the views
of many who profess christianity
we at least share in those views
vathvh others who were called the
people of god the disciples of the
lord jesus christ in days that are
pasraspast and who among all people
throughout christendom are recog-
nized as the true exponents of the
word of god and the planpian of salva-
tion which he revealed

there was a day in our history
when it was considered a crime for
us to believe in revelation from god
I1 do not know that that day is en-
tirely past there was a day in our
history when it wasmas considered very
improper for us to believe in pro-
phets or apostles that is to believe
that they ought to be in the church
there was a time when we were in

its written pro
claciaimatlonmation for believing in miracles
it was considered sufficientlelent cause

and lustjustjustificationficafleafleetiontion to expeleypel us from
our homes because we believed that
god through his power could heal

and perform miracles like
unto those that were performed in
ancient days by hlahia servants how
do you think it would have been
my brethren and bistersslaters if we had
not had the bible to ferdorerefer to how

I1 would it have been with mandofmany of
those who passedpawed throughh those
scenes if they had not tadcadhad the
teachings of the anostArostapostleslesies and
the words of the saviorsaylor written
as we have them in the bibebible
to comfort them to cheer thelandthewandmandmand
coshowto fidow them that it was not a newnow
departure lorfor men to leave those
ideas andfind beliefs with fhe bible
in our hands we could testtesi all mwmenu
who probesprofessedsedbed to be jesus
christ for god hashaq plainly saideaid
that izeiyehe is the same yesterday toto-
day and forever that hohe boes hotnotot
change that hefhe is as ner unto
his people in these days as hohe ever
was that he is willing to hearbear their
cries to answer their petitions to
grantt unto them the desires of theirheartshearts in w age as he ever wabwas jn
any preceding age now this is a
doctrine plainly taught in the bible
atandd it has been thetho cause of im-
mense satisfaction to those who
have espoused itsith doctrine it would
have been a very trying thing forforsor

i uaus in the days of gloom through
which we have basped had we not
beenbeer assured in a very reliable way
that god would hear and answer
our prayers for there have been
many times when if it had not been
for this assurance and this know-
ledge the latter day saints would
have sunk beneath the weight of
their afflictions it is doubtful if they
could have endured them but by
having this knowledge by having
received a testimony concerning the
willingness of our father in heaven
to answer prayer and to deal with
us as he dealt with his ancient
children we have been comforted
we have been sustained we have
been filled hope and have been
cheered in our onward progressprogreas and
this knowledge todayto day iaIs more
precious than any knowledge
therehere is upon the face of the
en th for in the darkness in the
unbelief in the denial
godgol which is eoso common ntat
the prebeitbeltseit time the man
who knows that god ilveslives that
god hearsbears and answers praprayerverk tthh 1

woman who knows this occupies
very r M t-

r s1sa
maunu ibnluni thanksgiving1ng and

that such knowledge has been dladiaplacedced
in his or her possession now paul
who wrote this epistle from which
I1 have read understood this per-
fectly his ilfelife in many respects
resembleresemblesi the liveslivesonof those who pre-
ceded him in the samefame career in
many of its features it resembles the
lives of the prophets who lived be
fore the days of the savior and the
lives of the servants of god in this
day in which we live have a strong
resemblance to that of pauls or to
his fellow apostles brother wood
ruff has published a little work
called leaves from my journal1

and in reading that book I1 hayebaye
been veryvert forcibly reminded of the
lives of the ancient apostles it re-
sembles them aoso much you have
doubtless thought all of you about
the character of the men whom je-
sus chose to be his apostles they
were men who were stumbling
blocks to their generation for they
did not belong to the popular classes
they were not bearr ed men they
were not rich men that Is inin the
worldly sense of the word they
were not dignified men and jesus
himself of life and of glory
was a constant to
illshis generation ills origin was
humblehum e although he came of a
kinglylr line his surroundings were
mean and low his reputed father a
carpenter abwand doubtless he him-self worked at the business and themen whom he chobechose were fisher-
men men of low degree men
of jowly origin not scholarsIS

not men of fine plesencepresencepresence
so far as worldly advantagesa were
concerned but he filled them with
the power of god he gave them the
revelations of heaven he taught
them the plan of salvation he sent
them forth endowed with power
from on high and they effected a
great revolutionrevolution in the earth they
laid the foundation otof a system that
has accomplished marvellousmarcellousmarvellous re-
sults anaand through their work the
name of christ has been spread
throughouttb ughout all the earthgahaveraveve you not been frequently
struck my brethren and sisters
with the peculiar manner in which
god called his people and his ser-
vants it is not many wise it is not
many learned it is not many noble
who have been called as his ser

u

he called firedhis1 prophets
wherever lleho could find them and
they were suitedsulbul tedAtj hisills purpose he
called his apostlesApost iealea and his dis

in the same manner it seem-
eddaw to bea necessity ththatatthearthetho faith of
the generations ot men should be
tried that their confidence in god
should be vested to seosee whether
they

i would bo willing toQ receive
his fruthcruth from however
humble it would not bepleybe any trial
ofa man falthfaith if some man pos-
sessing supremema power who d
wonderful jnfluencen eg were to declare
that what hehebaldheraldbaldkald was athethetho word of
god unto thlethiethe1118 people a man of
popular honorhonors da man who could
control all thothe people who could
makemako ipe system wwhichch liehe advocat-
ed popular and desirable among

E trial would there be
orof 9 peeplespeyplespies faith to embrace truth
alider sucsue66 circumstances but
that not been the course which
god has takenlaken withwith his people he
could have siltgent his sonsou jesus
christ among menamennmen af a timetiffie and
under circumstances tant wouldWru I1

have irresistible
duon the earth and hmongamong the people
he could have given him such
power that men would have
been compelled to have receivedzenhimnimm but that was not the way in

his work he
never did ifiti inn that manner he
never consulted meelimena views and
theirweir ideideas respectrespectinghig his work
ilehe chosechole htahlats instrumentsmeilts and he
sent them as he desired under the
circumstances which he deemed
best adapted to accomplish his pur-
poses th his jesus was
born though aa I1 have saidsald deriv-
ing1 g his descedescentut from the kingly
hhouse0 se of davidD wid under circumstan-
ces that did not carry with them
great influence there was bothinnothingg
about his birth or his surroundingsurround ins
to convince the inhabitants of the
earth that he was ththea son of god
they were left ententirelyliely to know
this by the spirit of god they were
leftlett to derive this knowledge by
seeking forfor it unto simhim who ild
bestow Jit tiponupon them and were not
to be actuated by that which iaIs can-
ed the popular voice and in this
way mans agency i tested to the
very utmost to illustrate the ideawea
that 1 have on my mind suppose
that jesusesus had been bomborn cir-
cumstancescumstances that mankind would
have had to accept him as the son
of god suppose his disciples badhad
lelulelm1 elmCAU under euchpuch circumcircumstancesstances and
surrounded by such Influenceinfluencesa that
mankind would have naturally fol-
lowed them midand accepted their docdoe
brinestrines without hesitation because it
would have been to their worldly
interest to do sogo would mans
agency have been tested as it was
in the days of the savior kono his
agency would not have been tested
hetie had presented before him truth
and error truth waswaa not popular
the espousal of truth waswaa not of
worldly advantage to men at that
time if hohe therefore espoused it it
would be iaklatbecausecauseenuse of illshis love for
it and for the blessings which would
flow from it and not
because there would be anyaniprofit of a worldly character attend-
ing its espousal therais a reason
therefore for god sending many of
his messengers as he has donegone itwas rarely that they were men who
by their position could control the
people and cause them to follow
them naturally aside from the
truth we know how it was with
many of the prophets they were
witounpopularpularpulan the truths that they
declared did not add to their popu-
larity and it was a lesttest of men and

love for the truth when
these men came among them forfur
when they espoused the truth they
did it because of the love of the
truth god has evidently deter
mined that when men and women
embrace the truth they shall em-
brace it for the love of it that they
shall not be converted bbyy
mans influence that thetheyy
snail not follow in the train of men
because of some advantadvantagerge that will
accrue to them evidently then it
is the will of god concerning
if we embrace the truth we must
embrace it because we love ihnotit not
because of the instrument who
brings it to us we must be willing
to receive it tbthroughrough whatever chan-
nel he may choose ifit it be
john the baptist if it be any of the
diecidisciplesplespies of thetho Saviorif it be joseph
smith if it be brigham young if
it belie john any othotherermallman
no matter who the man may be
god4 hisris own instruments
and he sendssenda hlahia truth to the
earth hiin a way tiuthatst he sees II11nitfitL

the most of those who are of
adult years in this audience this
day know how it was before they
heardbeard the soundcound of she gospel as

preached by the elders of this
church they know very well that
tioylowhere within the range of their
aacquaintance was there a man
among all viethe churches who declar-
ed that he had authority from god
to administer the ordinances of lifeife
and sniFalsalvation by direct revelation
from him the most of you know
that the common expression was
that the canon of scripture was full
that there were no more miracles 1

that angels would come no more to
thitbtthe earth that god would no more
bestow thathe old blessings that were
enjoyed in ancient daydwysand that he
would no more speak unto ipeniron
this was the teaching and every
one was led to expect that allail
things would continue as they were
and whenwilen men and women were
dissatisfied about this and they
went to their ministersmin and asked
them about it they invariably re
plied that the blessings pertaining1 0
the days of jejesusupsius and his apostleapostles
were not for this generation I1 was
but a child when my parents joined
ftfeb church but I1 learned to read
very early among the first ques

I1 remember asking my father
was in relation to the apostles and
to the gifts I1 asked him if there
were no apostolusApostlus now heretoldtold
me there were not I1 asked him if
therethero were no men who performed
the works that they did he told
me that there were none and I1
have time and time again gone to
bed and cried because I1 could not
live in the days of Appostles be
cause I1 could not see jesus and
know the things which he taught
and which his apostles taught
this was my experience in my
childhood I1 yearned with all my
soul to livlive in a davday when thesetilee
things were poss uleble whenn god
would speak from the heavens when
god would bes ow his rowerpower upon
menmell and when those who were
faithful could receive the gifts and
blessings orthe gospel as they did
in ancient days and I1 repined IDin
my heart because I1 did not have the
privilege of living in a day like that
and as I1 have said though but a
child when the gospel came to mvmy
fathers house I1 rejoiced in it and I1
have rejoiced in it from that day to
the present
god has restored the old gospel
god has rebuilt the old church
god has restored theold authority
and with the gospelgompel have come the
oll giftsguts and manifestations of thetilt
spirit and with the church autianil
with the authority andanti with the
gospel and with the gifts have come
the old persecution the old hatred
the oldoid animosity the same deter
minlnation to destroy the work of god
that has always been manifested
when it had an existence upon fhedie
earth and how inconsistent it
would be to entertain aay other
views concernconcerninging the gospel thau
that which we do how ininconconsistgist

1ent it would be to believe thatthai the
inhabitants of the earth would be
entirely cut off from any further
revelation from god but paysbayr one

this iais what iais said when they ob
jeet to these things how is it that
we have lived for so many genera
ionslions without this knowledge there

is a reason for thisthia godgoa does not
deprive the earth nor the inhabitJnhabitbabit
ints of the earth of his knowledge
without came when the prophets
disappearedearedcared from israel befaro che
coming of the savior there werevete
reasons for thetheir disappearance
when there was witchcraft as we
arasra told in the days of saul and
there was a time of faminefamme in the
land for the word of god there
were reasons for this when eomcorn
munication ceased between heaven
and earth in those and subsequent
days there were good reasons why
that shou d be so communication
never ceased when the people were
faithful when they honored god

they kept the commandments
of god when they listened to the
voice and admonitions of his pro-
phets communication never aceti
under thetheozo circumstances but
when the people turned unto idols
when they followed baal when
they hardened their hearts against
godsgod when they persecuted and
slew his prophets then in his
anger he withdrew from them his
face was hiddenbidden his voice was no
longer heardbeard there were noao longer
visions there were no longer pro-
phecies in the land an unbroken
stillness reigned between the hea-
vens

hea-
vens and the earth until thetire people
yeagaine in repented sometimes under
ttile inspiration ofor a prophet some-
times under some good king raised
up and turning to the lord then
again prophets appeared predictions
were heard the voice of revelation
or in other word the voice of god
through hishia servants was heard in
the iandalandAlaniandAndiidtid so lawas after the days

of the savior whenwilin he was killed
hlabla apostleapostless stilt lived and they
proclaimed the truth and they
would have continued to do so to
have perpetuated the line of the
apostles to have ordained apostles
alteralten apostles fofoi as paul has baideaidhaidigodgad has pipl ced first in the church
apostles the church of christ laIs
not perfect without apostles apoapos

as neceanecessarysary as teachteachersersera
they were aaas necessary as evangel-
ists they were as necessary as ras-
terstors buethebut the wicked would not aal
low apostles to jivedlveive forfoi apostles
were men who had regulation
apostles were inspiredInspiredofof god theythy
became as it were the oracles ofjehovah to the inhabitants of the

Jearth but they were slain onoone
afteraften another thetrio church wasper-
secuted thementhe men of god were de-
stroyed ist and 0of course ahenwhen this
came to passfass darkness prevailed
chere ere no Memeansansofof receiving
revelation could rodwol endfrendii

men unto people who would liiill
them hoifo Vesdestroyedtroyed the Jjewish6wiwihlih
nation for killing riahia sonon and hehea
broke inin pieces otheruber nations for
killing hlahia apostles and thusihus
there arose a system having the
form of godliness but denying the
power thAebeofof a system that waaAR
I1 copular a system ot relirellgjonloil that

caused to be taughlaugh t in
dominions and to their hubab

subjects and a great change bacurdeurbeur
red throughout what is called chris-
tendom the followers of thistb reliMI
gion instead of being persecuted
and hunted instead of having to
hide in caveseaves and dens to eescapecape the
wrath of the governing powers
thomthose that were left of them emerged
from their hidingbiding placeses and were
elevated to places of power and
honorand the followersfollowersorof him who
was called the meek and lowlyjesus bebecamecami in somepome instances
the rulers of the land thus perse-
cution ceased and with the stoppage
of persecution there was alsoalao a ces-
sation of revelation therothere was no
voice from heaven no angels de-
scendedsc no men had visions that
is I1 am speaking now in generalgereral
terms the church was not orga-
nized upon its originalhikihial plan it de-
parted from it ananil from that ttimenienae
until a little overdver half a century agoaeothis continued to be the case have
there leen reformers yes good
benjmen men who servedsearveil god to the
heatbest of theirthelr ability wycliffe luth-en luth-er calvincalving wesleywerley sand many others
arose in their strove
to thebesth a bes of their ability to turn
the tide andanil to have men seek aftergidhod but they had not the author-ity of the holy priesthood they hadnot the authority to rebuild the
church a jorzordirig to the original
pattern tadfaidlaidfald though they were
blessed of god

2 though they enjoyed
his favor though his spirit was
with them TOro a very great extent
they did not have the authority to10
initiate men and women into thethochurch and through their admin-
istration to bestow upon them thegifts that were enjoyed in ancientdas this was the cause of sguchuch a
long period of darkness bt0f gloom and
ignorance that prevailed concerning
god

now if a machadmaniliad gone with this
bible infu his hands throughout christ-
endom at the time the church ofjestisjesus christ of latter day saints
was organized and inquired of thevarious churches respectingbelrheirbeir
organization and the gifts and bles
bragsslugs that paul has described in thethochapter I1 havellave read asus necessary to
the church of chrischristt he would
have found no church correspond-
ing to his description he compares
it to a mansmanyi body hahe impressed
upon those to whom this epistle was
addressedaddres eci the necessity of being a
member cf the hodybody that the head
could not say to the feet 1I have no
need of thee that an apostle could
not saypay to the humblest member of
the church that there was no need
of that member or that officer nei-
ther on the other handband could that
officer sayeay because liehe was the feet
that there was noneennoneed of the head
all the offmeersofficers all the gifts all the
blebieblessings that were enjoyed in anci-ent daysdaya arensareas necessary to the
perfection of the body of christ now
aa they ever were the saintssainte were
all partakerspar takers of the same spirit and
when mtmen n had that spirit as paul
had it in his day they had thesethebe
gifts not every man the samebame gift
by any means but god gave hisgifts through his spirit according to
the wants of the people according to
the nece cities of the church and
thus they were in every te respect a
perfect r you taketahetakeoutout apostlesApostleslea
and you leaveleaver the body lmimperfectberfect
and you taketakeoutout prophets and the
body isJs no longer perfect you take
out miracles and helps prophecies
tongues interpretations of tongues


