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ing and filling you with His
Holy Spirit? In hours of sorrow, of
affliction and of deep trial, did He
ever fail to respond to your cries? T
know He never did. No faithful
man, no falthful woman or child
ever went to Him and poured out
their sorrow unto Him without His
coming to their aid and their deliv
erance, and filling them with inex-
ressible peace and joy. He has
ﬁft,ed their burdens and He has
lightened their sorrows and given
them all that their hearts could de-
sire.

Brethren and sisters, let us con-
tinue to put our trust in God, and I
can testify to you that if you do so
He will lead you onward until He
will bring you into His presence
and erown you with glory at His
right hand; which I ask in behalf
of all of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

A MISUNDERSTANDING.

WE publish below a communica-
tion from Elder Theodore Brandley,
correcting some inaccuracies which
appeared in a statement published
in the NEWS some time ago regard-
ing the conversion, labors and ex-
periences of Brother Walter Diet-
rich. The latter being unable to
speak English our reporter was un-
der the necessity of conversing with
him through the medium of an in-
terpre er. Itis morethan probable
that most of the discrepancies to
which attention is directed by I1-
der Brandley oceurred in the pro-
cess of transmission to a third party,
and were inadvertent. The
statement did not suggest to
us that anything like even a seem-
ing reflection upon President Stucki
appeared in it. Probably the failure
to observe it was because of our
knowing him to be a large-hearted
man and the soul of honor.

LETTER FROM SWITZERLAND.

The DgSERET SEMI - WREEKLY
NEWS of Nov. 1st reached us in due
time and confains an article which
appears under the heading of ““Re-
markable Ixperience,” regarding
the conversion and Iabors of Brother
J. W. Dietrich, late of Bohemia.
Several inaccurate statements are
made therein. One of them is of
such a nature as-to cast a shadow
upon the character and judgment of
our esteemed President, J.U. Stucki,
and we therefore ask you to kindly
permit usto correct it. The state-
ment reads thus:

“He ( Brother Dietrich) was sent
to Bohemia as a missionary and
there preachod the Gospel most earn-
estly. Asa result of his labors fif-
teen persons were baptized into the
Churech within the space of two
months, On April 21st Brother
Dietrich was visited by Elder Beek,
by whom he was ordained an Elder.
At this time, in Stuttgart, Klder
Beck fully organized a branch of the

Church, which at present numbers
upwards of thirty persons. By the
secession of Brother Dietrich from
the Catholic Cburch (which to.o.k
place twenty years before)and his
subsequent work in behalf of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, quite a stir was created
among the people, and a system of
persecution began. In thisthe Bo-
hemian government played an ac-
tive part. There exists a law in
Bohemia prohibiting baptism ex-
cept by authorized persons helong-
ing to the Roman Catholie faith (or
any other recogunized by the govern-
ment), and it islikewise provided
that no other religious doetrine
shall be publicly taught besides
that appertaining to the Catholic
Church., Hence, no fewer than
sixty-two charges were brought
against Brother Dietrich. He was
arrested but afterwards released to
appear on a subsequent date and an-
swer the allegations laid against
him. At this time he took flight to
Switzerland, and there remained
for about a month, at the expiration
of which period he was sent back to
Bohemia by President Stucki, where
he rejoined his fawily. While ab-
gent from his wife and children they
had all been afflicted with small-
pox and one of the children died
from the disease. After his return
to Bohemia Brother Dietrich eluded
the vigilance of the authorities for
upwards of the four weeks he con-
tinuel there. He sought shelter in
the woods, where he was almost
daily visited by his wife.”

Now it must certainly appear
from the above that to send a man
who had become an exile for the
Gospel’s sake, and against whom 62
charges were preferred, after a lapse
of four weeks, back again to the
place from whence he fled, was an.
unwise or cruel act on the part of
President Stucki. But here are the
facts in the case: After Brother
Dietrich was  baptized into the
Church he expressed a desire to re-
turn home to his family, and in or-
der to do some good he wished to re-
ceive a portion of the Holy Priest-
hood. At the request of Ilder
Beck, President Stucki gave per-
mission to ordain Brother Dietrich
to the wifice of a Priest. This was
accordingly done, and Brother
Dietrich  returned to Bohemia,
baptized the members of his family
and several others. Then Elder Beck
was asked to go to Reichenberg,
where Brother Dietrich resided, and
confirm the baptized believers, look
after the labors of Brother D etrich,
and, if deemed wise, ordain him xn

Elder. This was also done; but no
branch was organized. Amnother

man was ordained a Teacher. Mat-
ters seemed to go on all right. Presi-
dent Stucki paid them a visit and
ealled Elder Lewis M. Cannon to
labor there and supervi-e the work
in Bohemia. A few days after, the
man who had been ordained a
Teacher became a teaitor. He re-
vealed the work which had been
done by Elder Dietrich to the pas-
tor of the  ‘rotestant church at
Reichenberg, and from these two
originated —so we were told _lay
Brother Dietrich—the persecution
on the part of the government.
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Hearing of what was going on,
we at cnee telegraphed Brother
Dietrieh to come to Bern: for safety,
which he did as stated. While
Brother Dietrich was at this office,
President Stucki, the Elders and
Saints did all in their power to alle-
viate the wants and suflering of the
distressed family, and knowing that
they woull have to suffer greatly if
allowed to remain in Bohemia—
where every avenue of making a
livelihood had been closed against
them, to some extent even before
they joined the Church—President
Stucki and myself issued a call for
help uporvall the German speaking
Saints at home and in this mission
for the deliverance of Brother Die-
trich and family from their distress-
ing circumstances in Babylon,

In the meantime Brother Dietrich
had been here for alout a month,
and not having any papers, it be-
came mnecessary for him to change
his location. In a conversation
which he and President Stucki had
upon the matter of hiz going .to
work and the choice of his field of
labor, Brother Dietrich stated that
he had many fricnds in South Bo-
hemia whom he would like to visit
and bear testimony as he considered
himself safe for a few weeks. There-
upon President Stucki coneluded to
let him go and see what he could do.
He was set apart, and told to be care-
ful. A safe return was promised
bim, and the means for the journey
furnished by this office. About
three weeks after Brother Dietrich
wrote to P'resilent Stucki that he was
on his way to North Bohemia, where
his family resided,and was penniless,

President Stucki sent to him, ad-
vising him to return to s fe quar-
ters and also necessary funds to do
s0; but during the time Brother
Dietrich had gone into the ueigh-
borhood of Reichenberg and made
arrangements for one meeting with
his family in an adjoining forest.
As soon as that was over he started
on his return frip and arrived safely
in Berne. The Saints had by this
time responded cheerfully and lib-
erally to our call, one sister, Anna
Kuehni, who is in service in
the city of Paris, France, giving
permission for the use of all her
hard-earned savings for the family
of Brother Dietrich. They were
supplied with everything need-
ed to make the journey to Zion,
where according to allaccounts they
arrived safely, though we have not
heard from them personally.

We were not asare that sixty-
two charges had heen preferred
against Brother Dietrich, but were
told by him that quite a few could
be preferred under the law. Pre-
vious to Brother Dietrich and fami-
ly and five other souls leaving, the
mission in  Bohemia numbered
twenty-four adult members and
eight children. A few have turned
away, and two have been added by
baptism.

We submit this to your judgment,
bul feel that this statement of facts,
ag we know them, is necessary in
order to do justice to our President.
We do not believe the inaccurate
statements to which we have re-
ferred were made with the inten-
tion. of injuring anyone, but they



