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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

PRACTICAL TRAINING.

To those interested in the welfare of
the growing generatlon, which is 1iden-
tieal with the future welfare of the Re-
publie, It Is encouraging to notlce that
now and then a vioce ls lifted in favor
of a practcal eduecation. It is a subject

to which parents cannot give too much
attention. Many seem to think that a
child !s educated when it has mastered
a falr amount of book-learning and has
had a little training in music, painting,
dancing, ete., whereas the truth is that
unless the chiid is thoroughly eguipped
for a victorious battie with life, pre-
pared to fight It out with honest meth-
pds—sauch as can stand approved before
the bar of eternal justice—its educatlon
has been lamentably neglected. And to
guch neglect s due much of the crime
that is committed both within and with-
out the reach of the arm of human jus-
tice.

As an ilustration an Item going the
rounda of the press may be referred to.
We quote from the Elicott Clty, Md.,
Times:

“Cornwall, England, 18 a puzzle to the
sage crimlnologist and sapient sociolo-
gist. Cornwall 1s, Intellectually, as low
as Enghshmen can get, No other sec-
tion of the empire can show 80 small an
attendance in the schools. Nowhere
should we expect to find crime more
rampant, if we are to credit those who
clalm that education is an antidote for
all moral ills—a curer for all erilme. For
pome reasons the results do not bear
out these claims. Instead of belng more
eriminal than any other section of the
empire, it 18 decidedly less. Frequently,
the judge who comes to hold court is
pregsented with a pair of white gloves
as a token that no crimes have been
committed and that there are no cases
to try. Nowhere, except in Ireland, and
there very rarely, is such a thing heard
of. The people are poor and industrl-
ous. They work hard and do not dis-
glpate. Wise essays have been written
to explain the phenomenon, hut the
nearest anyone has come to explaining
it ig to call it a coincidence.”

The facts mentloned certainly are a
strong argument in favor of practical
tralning. Nn one who understands
the requirements of our age will un-
derestimate the value of learning,but in
the intereast of healthy morals there
must be a revival of that public senti-
ment in deference to which even kings
and emperors were required to Iearn a
trade.

It i8 true-enough that we live [n the
age of machinery. Science has come to
the aid of manual labor and publle life
offers “saoft snaps” for a certaln
amount of men and women, but not-
withstanding these facts, there stlil is
and always will be much “work” to he
performed in the homes both In the
cities and in the country. Children
should be tralned to take thelr share
of this work, If for no other reason
than to learn that manual labor is not
degrading, but elevating and conducive
to health. In the probation of man
upon earth it has pleased his heavenly
Father, for good reasons, we may feel
sure, to ordaln that he shall eat his
bread In the sweat of his brow. Let
that be understood from the first. Let
it be taught that it is a religious duty
to conform to this law, as to others
pertaining to life.

The home 1s the best sehool for this
practieal training. Boys and girls In

whose hearts have been Iimplanted
reverence for labor will not go to school
and to college for the purpose of escap-
ing in the future the dutles of practi-
cal life. They will go there to become
better qualilfied for carrying out those
dutles. A man who knows well from
practical experience how 1o manage a
farm, bulld a house, make a pair of
shoes, and 80 on,is better off in most re-
spects than those who knows nothing
of practical work. And it is certalnly
of as much importance to know how to
ecnok & meal and keep a house clean as
to know how to parse a French sen-
tence and aolve a geometrical problem.

ELECTION REFLECTIONS.

Those who will take the trouble to fish
put the pointa In the late clections, that
are worth considering, have a good fleld
to work in, one that will wyleld useful
if not pleasurable results. For instance,
the political equality which our system
of government establishes and main-

tains, making one state equal to any
other in the matter of soverelgnty,
identity and recognition could not be
more plainly drawn than when New
York and Nevada are mentally placed
side by side. One is the Empire state,
having the greatest population, the oth-
er the Sagebrush state, having the least,
A senator from New York I8 no more
potent, politically, than one from Ne-
vadn, yet the former represents over
7,060,000 of people, the latter approxi-
mately 50,000; that is, one is some 1560
times more populous than the other, yvet
a negative vote by a Nevada senator
nullifles an affirmative one cast by the
New Yorker. The reason for this is that
the states themselves are equal in the
matter of governing or participating in
the government, and the senators are
representatives directly of the sover-
eignities in thelr aggrezate capacity,
but only indirectly of the sovereigns
themselves,these being represented on
thelr own account by membersg of the
lower house. Of such members, Nevada
has one, Utah has one, and New York
has thirty-four. Utah has six or seven
times as many pecple as Nevada, which
means that the representative In Con-
gress of that states gives 50,000 people
as much potency in the House as ls
wielded by about 350,000 In Utah. In
this reapect, New York is not placed at
such a disadvantage as in the case of
the Senate representation, having one
for about each 2,000,000 pecple, or four
times as many as In Nevada.

It Is altogether, notwithstanding some
inevitable defects, a grand and equit-
able system. All theorles of popular
government, except absolute democracy
or the immediate rule of the masses, s
observed and carried out: The individu-
al, being the firgt entity, receives the
first consideration. All means by which
the power originates, Is placed and con-
trojled, rest with him and proceed
from his hands through a system which
absorbs somewhat of the innate
sovercignty as It progresses, this he-
ing necessary for the establishment and
maintenance of the authority which we
recognize as government,while all fune-
tions and privlleges not needed In such
establlshment and support are retained
in the hands of people. They can cause
a repeal of obnoxious measures or
even bring about changes In the great
charter §tself; can have laws sulted to
thelr times and condlitions enacted; can
elect officials and have them removed;
can, In a word, by simply asserting
thefr majesty, cause those whose duty
it 18 to do or not to do anything what-

ever that is feasible and desirable. Each
election Is an object lesson of the
grandeur of our republican methods
practically applied. In one sense there
are then no states at all but a great
natjon, declding what and whom it will
have in the places to be filled, in anoth-
er sense, state lines are so carefully ob-
gerved and local regulatlons so strictly
malntalned that all the soverelgnty
seems to reside in and be the exclusive
property of the commonwealth. In oth-
er words, the motto of the nation,
E plurlbus unum—out of many, one—is
fittingly and thoroughiy exemplifled.

How true it is that the
great privileges which we en-
joy of heing the arbiters

of our own career, the architects of
our own political fortune, are fn places
perverted and debased! In such a &ys-
tem as in almost every other created
by man the work of the paragite 18
vigible continually. Because a class of
people who toil not legitimately and
spin nothing but webs to ensnare the
unwary have intruded themselves into
the temple of liberty to corrupt and
debauch wherever the unwary and
those who are willlng to be tempted are
found, votes that should be as sacred
as they are powerful, are bartered like
30 many cheaply devised trinkets, the
birthright of the citizen goes for a mess
of pottage and too frequently very un-
savory pottage at that. Men who are
cunning, unscrupulous and ambitions
use the purchasable element simply
n8 a means of (futrtherng improper
ends, and thls extends to some extent
into every ramiflcation of the national
fabrie. Offices high and low are bidden
for and hought in some places with
scandalous boldness and disregard of
privacy. It is whem the office sought s
brought wilthin the disposal of a few
instead of being controlled by the
many that the worst phase of the bar-
gain and sale business goes om The
office of United States senator, for ex-
ample, 18 one that is 0 eonsegquentlal
and honorable that ¥t is peculiarly an
objeet of purchase, by means of
whiech we have too frequently beheld
the disgraceful spectacie of men hold-
ing it not by reason of any fitness or
abillty, hut for the simple reason that
they were able to buy jt. This is not
%0 ecommon now as it was during
the period #mmediately following the
civil war, but 1s stlll practiced pccasion-
ally. And yet the geller of a legislative
vote is many times wurse than the one
who disposes for gain of the ballot he
casts in common with his fellow citi-
zens at the polls; the former betrays
an accepted trust, he makes merchan-
dise of Interests eomimitted te him as
the sacred charge of those who hava
honored him with the place; he ls a
traitor to the institutions of s coun-
iry, a renegade to his constituents, an
enemy to the commonwealth and one
i those who should be scourged out of
liherty's realm. The same is true, in an
emphasnized degree if posaible, of the
trafficker himself. May the day speedly
come When oOur system will be safe
from all such; when an election in any
part of our country will he free from
stain or suspiclon thereof, and al] the
possibilities of a land consecrated to
freedom and the fullness of humam en-
gle?jvor properly dlrected w41l be real-
ized.

TEE FATE OF LUCHENIL.

Those who possibly regard the fate
of the Itailan anarchist who murdered
the entpress of Austria as an inade-
quate punishment for the erlme should
read the graphic account of hls fu-
ture life on earth, sent to the New
York World by Consul Ben H. Ridge-
ly at Geneva. He @ays for the firet
filve years the prisoner wil] be confined
to hls cell and will perform the labor



