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The Methodmts and Dancing,

WINISTER OF TIIE METIOIMST
EPISCOPAL CHURCEHE,

Y A

IFrom its earliest history Methot-
ism has carrled on a vigorous war-
fare in defense of Splritual Chris-
tianity. It took at the beginning
and has held to this day, what
some might regard asextreme posi-
tions ‘on the subject of worldly
amusements.

But let us not flatter ourselves with
the {dea of:nmu e— round,which
mr one else has the om Lo see

1or the grace to oecnpv Others, as
\\ ell as cur=elves, see the beauty of
holiness. Almosl every branch of
the chureh of Christ has taken the
alarm, and, by its leading ministers
or resolutions passed in Ecclesiasti-
cal Councils, has spoken emphatle
words of \\a!.'lllug‘ A few extiracts
irom the sources whence they ema-

nate, will shew us the sentiments
and convictions, of the general
church in our whole I«!l’l ‘The

heno"a.l Assembly of (he Preahy
terian L!mnlt iyn spoke half a
«\on!un ago

“On the f.\-illuuablr, tliough, as
we believe, dangerous amusement.s
of theatrical exhibitions and danec-
ing, we deep it neces:ary to make
a few ebservations.  The theatre
we have always considered as a

schedl of immorality. With res-
pect to dancing, we think it neces-
<ary - to obseryve (hat, however
plausible it may armat l.u some, it
i3 parhaps not the lessdan us on

acegunt of that plausibility. Tet
it once be introduced, and it is
difficult to give it limits. . It sleals
away precious time, dissipates re-
ligious impressions and hardens
the heart.”

The General Assembly of 1865 re-

affirmed the action of the session of |

1515, and “‘affectionately exhorted
all the members of the church to
avoid all recreations and amuse-
ments which are calcunlated to im-
pair spirituality, lessen Christian
influence, or bring discredit upon
them in their profession as mem-
bers of a Christian church.”

The late Bishop Mellvaine, of
the Protestant Episcopal Church,
thus speaks on the same subject:
““Let me now turn to two objects
in which there is no difienlty of
diserimination—the theatre and the
dance. The only line I wowld draw
i nregard to theseis entire exclusion.
And yet, my brethren,I am well
aware how easy it is for the imag-
ination to array both of these In
such an abstract fand elemonhry
simplicity, so of all that
gives them thelr universal charac-
ter and relish, that no harm conld
be detezted in either.”

In 1886 the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association held a General
Convention in Albany, N. Y.
Delegales were present from all

arts of the United States, and the

jritishi Provinces. ' The guestion of
amusements was carefully consid-
and the conclusion reached
was thus set forth:—*“That we bear

our energetm testimony against
dnnclnf et ¥ assodﬂtincﬂve—
Iy worldly in its associations and

unspiritual in its influences as to
be utterly inconsistent with our
profession as the disciples of Christ.” |
It is presumed that tha advocates
of dancing will insist, at the out-
set, that we sball make a distine-
tion among the various fashionable
dances of the times. It is vot
probable that any Christian reader
of this article will attempt to de-
fend the round dances. ut cotil-
lions and quadrilles, we are told
are dlﬂamnt-—they are modest,
amt.aful and harmless. Doubtlma,
re is a difference. It is not
necessary to preve that the mere
motion is sinful in corder to con-
demn it; nor need we assail the
personal character of all who plead
for dancing as an innocent amuse-
ment. The abstract. possibility of
its being so practieal as to render it
hea.lthful exercise may be admit-
ted. We willeven go so far as to
confess the beauty of ecertain lc-
tures of innocent dancing iu
family circle, wherein one uf
ter presides at the piano and the
rest of the children whirl about in
their graceful evolutions till father
and mother feel the 04 -
ion and join in the mirth until it
time to call the house to order for
evemnﬁ prayers. We do not hap-
pen to know any family where de-
votion and dancing live together
on such excellent terms; neverthe-
less extraordinary things do occur
in the world, and this may be
among them. I guoke from a recent
article in a religious paper—the
Christian Advecate.
' “Dancing — a mere springing,
menasured motion—is as different
from f‘the modern danece’ as the
acting cf an animated and un-
co ous child from an organ-
ized theatre. The theatre is acting
in a certain way. It is an lnstibu
tion whma

doin “ Elﬂﬂb .
o

inei ent.s. Dnneing in itself is a
subject ef discussion forelgn to the

danee of society. Daneing Is not
otherwise harmful than as it takes
its 1n:3>imtion from the ball-room
and educates its participants ina
sort of knowledge which seems to
embelden and enforce the solicit-
ations of the davce. # * Christian

ple are net much in daunger
from the solicitations of gross vices.
We waste breath when we exhort
them not to get drunk, gamble or
steal; redl peril lies in the license
anccorded to the mild yices. With-
out a beginning ean be no
end, The wisdom of the ancients
aimed at stopping beginnings.  To
close up the entrance way is to
prevent disaster. In the swift de-
clivity of moral deterioration every

step apcelerates motion and dims

the d th mglu
s ﬁ"{m’:.-?'*m?c ﬁ
jmf?mnt, I‘oun upuubﬂot

some experience and
ation, it would be thﬂ
sands of the

cnlau;en'g. the wnﬂ.ll:lo:'alr. the u::
it ours, are v

muln': of th laws, me are
told that these can all be regulated.

deal-
iy = "‘1.""'& “i‘é‘,,".l'&':a are

like’y to
will hardl meot tho ty.
You say that some of the above

statements would nprly with «lhe
force to religious services T
ublle entertainments, Gnnt this

rt, if you , and still the
ovi is not obviated, We are not
excusing but

accusing.

Finally, danoing iavolves unde-
sirable tions. Here we de-
sire to be ly careful, that we
may not offend. We bring no in-
discriminate lccuntiona .Fl
those who love to fsa
prevalling custom in Mmhu
amon 1 classes. of my
best friends dance. F I am
looking at this subject from s €hris-
tian standpoint. If we are to tell | glarkston
tlie whole truth, it must be stated
that as a rule dancing prevalls lees
as you ascend |‘.l'.mu¢i of ;i:tugl.:;
telligence and religion and mo
you g:o down to explore the realms
of ignorance and vice. In our great
cll.i Lhose sections which are

nized as the ;;o&nea and ndﬂa:

ol’ and degradation, abon
dance-houses, and the sound of the
violin and of many trampling feet
mingles ni htly with the noise of
and b emy. B-t. as you
ascend the not only the more
ross forms of vice but e dance is

oft | ehind | ‘ before you “’“h m-nrrmm.a:m PAPER-RULING.
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United States Officers for Utah.

Governor—Qeorge L. Woods;
Secrotary—George A. Rlack;
Chief Justice—J. B. McKean;
Associate Justices— Jacob 8. Boreman,

Mo.; Phillip H. Mich.
Marshal—Geo. Maxwell;
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Surveyor-Gene 0. Clements;

Recetver of Public Moneys—J. B. Over-
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Territorial Officers.

Delegate te Congress—Geo. Q. Cannon;

Attorney-General—Zerubbabel Snow:

Marshal—J. D. T. McAllister:

Auditor— Wm. Clayton;

Trearur sr—James Jack;

Buperintendent of Common Schools— 0. H.
Riggs.

Salt Lake County Officers.
Probate Judge—Elias Smith; .
Belectmen — Heaben Miller,

tewart and E Mallin Wefler;
Coroner—George J. Taylor:

Fherif—R. T. Barton:
Prosecuting Attornoy—&. Bonow;

Assessor and Ccllector—R. J. Golding;

Teane M.

County Recorder—EBdwin D. Woolley;
fchoo! Superintendsnt—0. H. Riges.

City Officers.
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Panie]l H. Wells.
ALDERMEN:
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. Park, Henry I. Dorpmus.
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Captain of Pollce—Andrew Burt;
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Inspector of Buildings—A. H. Raleigh;
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Inspector of Liquer—Robert Campbell;
Inspector of Provisions—Jesse C. Little;
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B B Young.
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