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demandiong thelr sbatemeot asa nuf,
sance. They Dot only Ei¥e the pelgh
borhood an uDeavory repoiatlon
among the better olass of oltizepa, but
are a direct means of epresdlog vice
and o morallty.

Thers can be D0 qUestlon at lo the
tendency of these Bundsy amuvements,
Whether dapclDg, coDoerls or games,
in thejr jnflusnce upod the moraia of
the people. However much may be
said of the barmiemsoes: 10 the
Sbatract, of the proceedings, the
fact resaaion that they attract
and are congeni!\] to a clase
of people tbat do not place a high
Value upop morality. And as llke
Cleaves to llke, it May be eald that
broad and cansatent relizglous ohserv.
Sbces do mot Araw euoh people Lo 0
Active ipterest thereln, theo that whbich
does attract them dues Dotdo so by aoy
Jofluence ot religlon it contalne. It is
the nop-religion: trend of such Bup.
day proceedini® that finde & kindrea
spitft in pnoo-reiigious lives, and tnere-
fore gathers tbem in, no: to elevate,
but to qebase them a0J others who are

Caught by tbe net which draws away
frem the higher and stricter religivae
lafluence.

The imclinatiod to jgDore and turn
away from Delty 18 one the stroogest
$odioations of the age of & calamilous
condition that confronts Lhle patloc,

very people thatbaeturned ffom Gou

88 met disaster as & Fesult. It may pbe
regretiable that the lessone of the pust
Ale belng unbgﬂded to this regard by
the people of todsy, 1D tue drlit towaru
indiviguslium and the disregard of a
centrajized ooontrolling power, but it Is
Deverthejess » fact. ADd the abandoD-
msot of & aay fof exoiunrively religlous
®Xorolsen and de¥YolioD8 Is one or Its
marksd evidences, Theeflorts of the
Pegple of Cleveland who ars opposing
the Bupdwsy Datquierade balls com-
plained of i&# aD atlempt to check su
lmpending evll of grest magnitade,
ang if it taile (fom lack of co-operstion
on the part of tDose WDo adminieter
the jaw, so mach the woree for the
Teal power in the people tuat ia respon-
sibie for that admiDlsiration,
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PREACHING IN ARIZONA.
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Elders Jobn Henry Bmith and
Heber J. Grant, of the Councl]l ol
Apoaties, have been boldlog meetlngs
in Arizoos, where there are very
many Liatter-day BalBts and eeveral
organized Btakes of Ziop, and have
been making epecial eflorta to get
Deople of all grades of religlous coo-
Yiolion to come und listen Lo the
teschings of the Gospel of Chrlal. The
brethren are meetlog with much suc-
cean 1p their lJabore 1D presenting the
trae plan of salvatlon bolore the people.
A jjlustration of the reception they
Blfe meoting with and the work they
are doing may be eevn in the press re.
purts of the meetings of Pbonix, the
capital clty of ArizoDpa, tays the
Phepnix Gazette:

John Henry Smith and Heber J. Grant,
the two mormon Apostles of theClinreh
of Latter-day Salots, spoke last night at
tbe opera bouse. The place was packed
to ils utmost, even the atairway and
atreet being filled. The Mesa choir as-
sigted in furolehing music. Both gen-
tlemmen are eloguent apeakers, and the
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services last evening were listened to
with mpob interest.

Tbe Arizooa Republican, Phenix,
gives the [lollowlng scoouut of the
same relf vices:

Apostles John Henry Smith and Heber
J. Grant ot the Mormon Church ad-
dressed ns large s crowd last night aa
could convenlently find room in the
suditorinm spd both gallerles of the
opera hounse. Both geotlemen are of
pleasing appearadce and though their
dootrine is older thad most med pnow
living, it was =0 Dew Lhat iL wawm re.
coived with the pgreatest intorest, Mr.
Grant 1s a rapid and powerlul speaker.
His defense of hia creed was able, and
his tribute to the memory of Brigham
Young was heantiful. He resented the
ocharges of disloyalty which bad been
made againet the Mormon Churech, the
acousation of Darrowness against it great
head. In refntatiop ot the vne he called
ntlention to the organization of the Battal-
fon which at the call of the government
aDetrated the sonthwest while the
hurch was being driven from post to
post. To disprove the other he poloted
to Salt Lake and Utsh as moonments ot
the wisdom and power of Brigham
Youog. Mr. 8mith is slso & speaksr of
pleasiog prosence and great abillty,

Of the meeting held Fridsy evoalog,
Marca 12, the Arlzona (Fazsite,
Pbos1ix, says:

Last night, to & large and deeply in-
terested audience at the opers Yloune,
Heber J. Grapt sod John Henry Smith,
Apostles 1o 1he Charch of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saipts, expounded the
doctrines and praciices of thelr Church,
Quite o large coDlingeot came down from
Mesan,inciuding the Mormon choir,which
rendered rome meost oxcellent vooal
mnsio. The meoting was conducted hy
ConbDselor Hakes, and several prominent
Morinons were on the stage, including
four membera of the Lepgislatare. Mr,
Graot, who is a Youhg looking man of
abount 35, spoke firat, and in & very elo-
quent and cobvincing manDer gave the
orlgin and history of his Churoh. He
was followed by Mr. Smith, whose per-
sonal appearanoe Is decidedly patri-
archal, who spoke of the divine mlasion
of Joseph S8mith. His styls of orstory,
though eotirely different 1o Mr. Grant’s,
proved to be equally captivating, for it
Wwaa 1 quarier {;ual'. ten when Representa-
tive George W. Skioner delivered the
final beunediction, The remarkes ol botbh
gontlemen were entirely free from as-
saults on other churohes or their
membera. Mr, Smith trequently used
the term *'the moiber churoh,” when
referring to the Catholic charch, and
spoke of his “brethren in Chrim'’ of the
Prolesiant churchea, Altogether it was
an euter.aining and fiDstruotive exposi.
tlon, and undoubtedly was a rovelation
to many of the lirge andience as to what
the Mormon Church uctually teaches,

It is roost gratifyiog lo vote, in Bd.
ditinp to the locreased ipteresi tbat le
belog ehown by the Latter-day Bajots
yenerally, and the youtb in particalar,
1D the principles ot the Gospel aud the
work of tbe Cburch suthorities In pro-
mulgating the same, that the Jabors of
thea Elders amopg those who bave Dot
yut oboyed the jullness of the Gospel
mesenge are bearlpyg Iralt, in oslliog
mole general sttention to the glorlous
apd marvelpus work which the L ird
bae joatituted in tbe latter days. The
dpirit of the Lord is working in mighty
power smoog ull the people of this on.
tion especially, to leau them al losat to
besr the testimeny of the Elders and
10 have opperiunity of recelving the

message they deliver na servants of the
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Most High., In the East, the Weat,
the North, apd the South, the work-
logs of the Bpirit are manifest; and it
msy be confidently antioipated that in
the due couree of time theotbher nations
willexperience a ke outpouriog,till all
sball have bhad the privilege of receiv.
log the Gospel. The mission of de-
clariog the principles which the Lrd
nes revealed in this dispepeation
through the Propbet Joseph Bmith
seems to depend upon & comparative
‘ew atthis time; butthese laborers in
vineyard here and wbroad are striving
Jiligently, and it becomee all the
Bainote to uphold them by earoest
prayers, und by strong faith mapifest
Iotbeir own endeavors to be mighty
workers jo righteousness, that the tes.
timooy of the whole Church shall go
forth unfaiteriogly, bearing witness of
the power of (God that rests upon His
people.
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THE LEAD OF MEETINGS,

CaxNoNVILLE, Utah,
Maroh 8, 1897.
To the Editor:

Bo kind enongh to anawer the follow-
lng\?nestlonu through the columna of
the Niws:

Can a Hlgh Priest, in the absenoce of
the Bishop and cennselors of the ward,
preside and take the lead of Sunday
meetiogs, without being called or other-
wise requested to do a0, by the Bishop?

Can be (the High Priest) assume the
authority by virtue of his calling as
High Priest?

If not, who is the proper porson to
preside over the Bunday meetings 1D the
sbsonce of the Bishopric?

SUBSCRIGER.

To the first question we will eay that
if there Ila no one directed by the
Bisbopric to conduct the meetipg, and
the Binhop and connselors are ahasnl,
a High Priest can take the lead of the
meeting, provided the Balple present
at tbe meetiog Indicate bim as thelr
choloe to do ag; but he couid oot do so
against the wish of the Bailnte. A
High Priest has the autbogity to pre-
slde, but be performs tbhe duties of
presideacy in pursusoce of his sp-
pointment; nod iu the absenoe of the
Bishop aud couupselors, without ilm-
atruottens, the Bajots are pot nnder
;bligations to seleot s High Prlest to
oondact & ward meeling, They
¢an choose some one elee haviog
the preaiding quoelificstion. It = ¢
Bishopric sbould leave the Haiots
unprovided for in the way of some
ope to condaet & ward meetinyg that
bas bLueed regularly mppointed, &he
members of the Courch are not com-
palled to forego the mesting; they
msy ¢telect some qualified peraou to
cinduaoct the asrvices. :

The reply to the second questleon is
that a igh Priest cannot assums a
‘jurisdioction to which be has Dot ween
appoipted, Ie has the presiding au-
thority, but requires the appuiniment
before be osn vXeroise bhis antbhority in
a parlicalar tiels. Tue Bainisin sach
a meeting we the oDe deeoribed ciuid
select oim to proceed with the meetiog
till the regularly appointed autbority
comes; OF he may proceed by thelr
conseut, given in due form,

Aa to the third question, it 1a &
proper thiug for the Bishopric of &
ward, where there 1s lisnility of the
thres members of that counocil being

abaent, to bave one or more brethren



