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announcement OF THE
DEATH OF PRESIDENT

JOHN TAYLOR

more the latter day saints areaare
called upon to mourn the death of
their leader the man who has held
the keys of the kingdomKing doin of god upon
earth PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR de-
parted this bufeufe at five minutes to eight

on the evening of monday
july 1887 aged 78 years 8 months

bandand 25 days
in communicating this sadbad intelli-

gence to the church over which he
asals so worthily presided for nearly ten
years pastie are filled with emotions
too deep for utterance A faith-
ful devoted and fearless servant
of god the church in his death hashaf
kostitslostlo its most conspicuous and exper-
ienced leader steadfast to and im-
movable in the truth few men have
ever lived who have manmanifested such
integrity and such Jununflinchingflinching moralmora
andnd physical courage as our beloved
president who has just gone from us
he never knew the feeling of fear con
necked with the work of god but
in the face of angry mobsmeb and at other
times when in imminent danger of per-
sonal violence from those who threat-
ened bishis life and uponapon occasions
when the people were menaced
with public peril he never blenchedblanchedblen ched

4 his knees never trembled hisbin handband
never shook every latter day saint
always knew beforehand on occasions
wwhenaen firmness and courage were need-
ed where PRESIDENT JOHN
would be found and what hisbis tones
would be he met every issue square-
ly boldly and in a way to call forth
the admiration of all who saw and
heard him undaunted courage un-
yielding firmness were among his most

ineat characteristics giving himyomdistinctionis among men who were dis-
tinguished for the same qualities
with these were combined an
intense love of freedom and hatred
of oppression he was a man whom
all could trust and throughout hisbis life
he enjoyed to an extent surpassed by
none the implicit confidence of the
prophets joseph hyrum and brigham
and all the leading men and members
of the marchchurch the title of cham-
pion of liberty which he received in
nauvoo was alwaysalway feltelt to be most
appropriate for him to bear but it
Wwas not only in the i possession ojof
these qualities TAYLOE
was great his judgment was re-
markablymarkably sound and clear
and through life he has been noted forfoi
the wisdom of his counselsand teach-
ings his great experience made his
suggestions exceedingly valuable forfoi
ttherehire has scarcely been a public move-
ment of any kind commenced carried
onen or completed since he joined the
church in which he has not taken
part
tatbut it is nothot that we

should yeneven if time permitted re-
hearse the events of his long and busy
life to do so would only be to give a
greater part 0off the history of the
church for with it his biography isI1
inseparably interwoven

the listlast time PRESIDENT IR

appeared in public wasraaonon
auary 1885 on that ococcasioncasio hebe
dellydeliveredered a lengthy discoursedisco in ththe
tabernacle in salt lake city rumorbumon
had been Ilfloating around torfor some ulmtime
that hisbis arrest was contemplated inic
fact while roreturningturning from a trip to ththee
settlements in arizona he was adviseeadvised
ID california that he was in greatgreat
danger and it was suggested that per-

i baas it would be better lorfor him not tto
return to salt lake city he listened
to these cautiouscautions but still resolved tto
take the risk and came back and fear-
lessly went about his business fofox
some time butbat on the evening oiof
sunday february 1stast he concluded
to withdraw himself from the public
performance of his numerous and im-
portant duties lain taking this step he
did so more to preserve peace and to
remove all possible cause of excite-
ment tthanhan from any desire for per-
sonal ssafetysfalty he perceived that there
was a determination on the part oiof
men holding official position aare to
raisemise an issue and if i possibleassible in-
volve the latter day saints in belrseri-
ous trouble he had not broken any
law he knew he was innocent and
that if he were arrested andcould havehave
a fair trial nothing could bbee
brought against him he had takentake
every precaution that a man could
take under his circumstances to make
himself invulnerable to attack he
was determined that so far as he WwasL a
concerned he would furfurnishfurgustlust no pre-
text for trouble bitbat would do evevery

thing in hisbis power to prevent the peo-
ple over whom hebe presided from beinbeing
involved in difficulty
from that date upwards of two

searaears and a half ago when he left his
Ksomeome in salt lake city he had not had
the 0opportunityportunity of crossing its
thresholdhresko fd again to home and its
joys ica delightful associations and its
happy reunions hebe has been a stranger
he has lived as an exile a wanderer
in the land to the development and
9good government of which hebe has con-
tributedtri so much I1 while living inID

this condition one of hisbis wives waswa
stricken with disease and though hihia
heart was torn with anguish at ththe
thought of her condition and with
anxiety to see her and minister to hei
in her deep distress her residence
was closely watched by spies and
when she was in a dying condition was
even searched with the hope of en
trapping him thus she was deprived
of the privilege of looking upon hithii
beloved face and he had not even theth
sad consolation of witnessing or takitakina
any part in her funeral ceremonies

during the two years and a
halfaalf that PRESIDENT TAYLOR hathar
been living in this condition
lieie has been cut off from H11

the society and lovingcovme ministrations olof
lishis familafamily but though this was sosc
hard to bearear at his time of life heh
never murmured he was always fullful
of courage and hope cheering every
one with whom he was brought in con-
tact and lifting his companions
by hisbis noble example outou
of despondency and discouragement
with the same courage with which hihe
toodstooda by the prophet of god and wibb
a walking cane parried the guns of theth
mob when they vomited their sheetssheet
of flame and messengers of death inn
carthage jail hebe confronted the biffi
curties and the trials which hebe had tot
meet when compelled to leave hnhis
loraehome and the society of those whom hihe

loved his demeanor throughout this
long ordeal has been most admirableevery one who has seen him has been
impressed by his equanimity andan
stately bearing always distinguished
foreor his courtesy and dignity of charac-
ter at no period of his life did he eve
exhibit those traits to greater addan
tageage than he has duringdaring mshis exile H

haslas never descendedcondescendedcon even to speak
ivilevil of those who so cruelly persecute a
himurn

bytheby the miraculous power otof god
PRESIDENT TAYLOR escaped the death
which the assassins of carthage jailjai
designedlesigned for him his alood was then
mingled with the blood of the mar
byred prophet and patriarch he hakhai
stood since then as a living martyr foifo
thehe truth but todayto day he occupies thithe
placeelace of a double martyr
PRESIDENTIDENT JOHN TAYLOR hasha

beeneen killed by the cruelty 0of
officials who have in this terr-
itory misrepresented the govern
nentment of the united states then
Isa no room to doubt that if he hadhac
seenbeen permitted to enjoy the comforticom forli
off home the ministrations of his fam-
ily the exercise to which he had been
accustomed but of which nohe was de
prided he might have lived for man
years yet his blood stains thithe
clothes of the men who with insen-
sate hate have offered rewards for hi
arrest and have hounded him to theth
grave history will yet call
deeds by their right names but ONE
greaterre Lt aban thee combined voices oi0
1allI1 I hhistoriansi oria wwillI1 11 yet pronounce
dreadful sentence

it is now some months since
DENT TAYLOR was attacked bydisease
it came upon him by degrees mani-
festing itself in the beginning by a
swelling of the limbs for the want 0oi
proper exercise he fought dismas
with his characteristic pluck and de
termination he would not yield litH
would neither allow himself noino
anyone else to think that his sickness
was serious he would not permitpe mit hi
family to know hisbis real condition a
liehe did not wish them to have any acx
bety on hisbis account and it was almost
against his express wishes they were
told how sick he was when message
were sentsent by him to them they were
always of a reassuringassuringre charactercharacteiup to the last day ortho liehe was ableabl
to sit in his chair and until quite re
bently he was able to assist himself iri
getting inia and out of bed the strength
heae has exhibited and his tenacity ofc
life have been very wonderful foifo
though so strong he had partakenpartakerpartaken of0
scarcely any nourishment torfor the pastpas
six weeks so peacefully did he pas
awayaway and so like a babe falling aslee
that a brief period elapsed bedfor
those who stood around his bed were
sure that his spirit had taken its flight

As the sad intelligence which we nowno
communicate will spread through
these valleys and mountains sorro
will fill the hearts of all at hearing 0
the last days of their beloved an
venerable president we know ho
deep has been the sympathy that hasha
filled the hearts of the saints for hirhim
in his advanced years in thinking of hihis
condition and of his being compelledcom pelle
toco live as an exile from his family andan
thedie people the expressions of es
teem and love which have come to himhii
fromboffl all parts of the land have deedeehlI1
touched him and caused him garea t
pleasure in thinking how much hic- ahe wa
beloved and how much his weltbeltarr
was desired by all the saints through
out the earth

his constant desire was to do every
thing in hisbis power to relieve the latt-er day saints arom the oppression
under which they suffer every palpu
bation of his heart beat with a love ofc
alonton and a desire torfor her redemption
we10 de siredland the desire wasgeneralgenera
Vwe bebelievelieve throughout the church
thatI1 khee might live to emerge frfrom hi
exile and be once more a ixfreee maa

amonimong the people whom he loved but
thishi jashas been denied us he has gonecone
to mingle with the holy and the pure
indand to quote his own eloquent words
written concerning his dear friend
osephjoseph the seerbeer
beyond the reach of mobs and strife

liehe rests unharmed in endless life
laishis homes inin the sky he dwells with the

gods
far from tilethe fanous rage of mobs

and though we chavehave lost his pres-
ence here his influence will still be
feltelt such men may passpabs from this

life to another but the love which
beats in their hearts for righteousness
and for truth cannot die they go to
iaan enlarged sphere oiof usefulness
their influence Isis extended and will be
moremere widely felt and zion will
teel the benefit of hisbis labors
as it has the labors of others
have gone before him the work 0of
god will roll forth one after an-
other of the mighty men the men
who have spent their lives in the cause
of god may pass away but this will
not affect the purposes of our great
creator concerning his latter day
work he will raise up othersothersandand the
work will go on increasing in power
in influence and in all true greatness
until it will accomplish all that god
has predicted concerning it

we feel to say to the latter day
saints be comforted the same
god who took care of the work when
osephjoseph was Dmartyredmarty red who has watched
over and guarded and upheld it through
the long years that have since elapsed
and who has guided its destinies bince
tilethe departure of Brigham still wtwatchestae
over it and makes it the object of his
care john has gone but god
lives he has founded zion he
has given his people a testimony olof
this cherish it in your heart of hearts
andaveand jive so each day that when the enoend
of your mortal lives shall come you
may be counted worthy to go where

m and JOHN have gone
and minglemingI1 e with that glorious ahrthroneong
whose robes have been washed white
in the blood of the lamb

this is the earnest prayer for all
saints and for all the honest inn heart
of your unworthy servants in christ

GEORGE Q CANNON
JOSEPH F SMITH

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

THE death of president john taylor
officially announcedBOuncedan in this issue 0of
the DESERET NEWS although not un
expected will cause a shock that wllwill

be felt in every fibrefabre of the body of0

the church throughout this territern
tory the mourning will be general
apart from the position which ouour
brother occupied in which he received
the respect and honor which was due
toco him he was enshrined in the hearts
of the people as a great fearless tal-
ented and honorablehori brable man whose life
has been devoted itoto the cause that is
first in every faithful heart who ha
never faltered and never swerved from
the path of duty whose blood was
mingled with that of the latter day
martyrs and who has passed away in
exile into which he was driven by ththe
relentless hand Jf persecution directed
against the trutas for which he lived
sufferedered struggled and died

john was born in
county england nov

1808 he was educated
in his native country and
being naturally devotional he
was impressed early with religious
influences and became a consconsistentisten
member of the method istAshurch in
1830 his parents JamJameegandarand agnes
taylorraylor emigrated to canada and twtwo
years later liehe joined them there and
makingI1 the acquaintance of misshis
leonoraleonora cannon daughter of captain
cannon of the isle of man he marriedmarrie

and settled in toronto engaging
in the business of wood turner
here he became associated with a

number of progressiveprogressiye Methodistsand
beingg convinced by study of theth
sarscripturestures that modern christen-
dom had departed from ththe
primitive simplicity power andan
livin ity of apostolic times hebe and
mother preacher boldly proclaimed
thesehese views and pointed out prevailing

errors those utterances oroughr
themhem into conflict with the Mmethodismt 0 is

authorities but tile reformersreformer would
notlot when broughtbroughttoto trial swerve onone
otaiota from their conscientious condic
eionsions A little body of devout wor
shippershippers met from time to time readdeac

thehe scriptures exhorted to lives 1f
moralitynora lity and obedience to god and
rayedprayed for the restoration of primitiveprimitiv
christianity mr taylor was a prom-
inent worker in thispreparatory move-
ment

in 1836 elder parley P pratt who had
beeneen sent on a mission to CanadaCana dawitwith
thehe prophecy that hebe would fifind a peo-
le

eo
in toronto prepared to rreceiveeive hisis

messagenes sage called at thetha househous off mrr
taylorcaylor and was afterwards I1introducedtr ce

to0 the little congregation of enquirers
mr taylor and hisbis wife and severalsevera
others received the gospel after dili

gentent ininvestigationestigation and were baptized
inn 1837 he went to kirtland where hhe
stoodfood up valiantly against the defamersdef amers

ofif the prophet joseph and after pur
chasingbasing some land returned to toronto

onn the ath of july 1838 a revelrevelationatio
broughugh the prophet joseph smith

namelame johndjohn taylor john E pagespage
willfordyillford woodruff and wil-
lard

1

richards to be ordainedl
postlesapostles to fillAU vacancies in

the council of the twelve
brotherrother taylor therefore left canada
and moved to missouri where on the

of december 1838 he was or-
dained to the apostleship

iche fall of 1839 in company wittwith
elder wilford woodruff elder
started on a mission to england the
were both sick with fever and ague
elder taylor being nigh unto death
but they proceeded nevertheless
arriving ivaim liverpool on the alth 0ol01

january 1840 he labored with great
success inia that seaport town bringing
many to a knowledge of the
truth in july of the same year
he went to ireland preached
in several places and baptized the firs
convert in ireland a larmerfarmer 3by the
name of he then went to scot-
land

cot
preaching inia paisley and glas-

gow and returning to liverpoolli pro-
ceeded to the isle of man where hhe
preached the gospel debated with anand
replied to printed attacks by sectsectariannectariaaria
ministers and succeeded in establish-
ing the church upon that island be-
fore returningreturn mg to nauvoo he had the
satisfaction of testifytestifyingin thatthai
he had traveled miles
without purse or scrip besides
his journeys in the breashbritish lalesisles
on railroads steamboats coaches on
foot and horseback had never lacked
for anything nor asked anyone for a
farthing

after filling this mission he becamebecam
the editor of the times and seasons8

and also of the nauvoo neighbor a
member of the nauvoo city councilcou cai
and a trusted adviser of the prophet
joseph when the prophet and patri-
arch joseph and hyrum went to car-
thage under the pledged protection 0of
governor ford elder taylor volun-
tarily shared in their captivity and
when they were murderously assailed
by the mob with blackened lacesfaces and
cruelly shot to death he struck
down the loaded weapons with
hisbis cane and received four balls
in his body his life was saved by
another bullet which struck his watch
and hurled him from the window back
into the room and elder willardwillar
richards covered him up with a mat-
tress

at

in company with the twelve he
helped to take charge of the affairs olof
the church after the martyrdom and
was with the saints in the great exo-
dus from nauvoo but was sent to
england aith elders parley P prattprat
and orson hyde to regulate affairs inIE
the british mission returning to win-
ter quarters just as the pioneers were
departing audaad following quickly I1in
their rear

in 1849 he went on a mission to
prancefrance where hebe engaged in theth
famous debate with several winBoinisaisters
at boulogne sursar mer while in france
tielie studied the language and published
the book of mormon in french and

to hamburg published it also ivin
overmangerman he returned in 1852 assisted
in lalaying the corner stones of the
templeemeteempte I1in april 18531953 in 181854
tielie was placed inin charge of tthe
branches of the church in tho eaeast
and in new york city published a
vigorous paper called the mormon
which speedily acquired a proprominent
reputation both in and out 0ol01
thetae church he was also oneon
of a delegation appointed to present to
congress a state constitution and asask
for the admission of utah into theth
union

after his return to this territory hhe
was identified with manyman importantita
enterpriseenterprisfesL sandand was I1ina akethe front on
every important1 occasion his manlymaul
anand patriotica biotic speeches andsand whitinwritings
during the time of the invasion of tthee
ararmyy on tthee visits of schuyler col-
fax and other prominent poli-
ticianstic ians and his defence of ththe
constitutional rights of the people
made his name the synonym lorfor all
thatflaat is courageous outspoken liberal
and admirable

his position in the council of the
apostles was gravely considered some
time before the decease of president
young and it was decided that he be-
longed of right at the head of tilethe quor-
um this position he occupied when
president brigham young departeddecarte
this life and in connection with the
other members of the twelve he con-
ducted the affairs of the church with a
wwisdom

I1

adom caution and conserconservatismvatis
which gained the approval and admira-
tion 0of ththe people
at the october conference of I11880

the first presidency was organized
with john taylor as president of theth
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints in all the world and as prophet
seer and revelator with george Q
cannon and joseph F smith as his
counselors this organization waswa
sustained by unanimous vote of ththe
several quorums of the priesthoodesthe in
a general assembly president taylorlo10
labored to set in order all the vvariousous
organizations of the church at hohome
and abroad and traveled inmuchc
inn this territory counseling di-
recting and preaching to the people
he received several revelations which
were written and distributed amonamong
the priesthood making known the
mindind and will of the lord in refer
ace to important matters
on the passage of the edmunds act

march 22 1882 president taylor who
hadaad been voted the use of the gardoardo
house as a family residence made aar-
rangementsrangements with his wives by whichchic
sheyhey were to return to their severalsevera
domidomicileddomicilesciles as he had determined tot
pplaceace himselfself beyond the charge of vio-
lating thet e law so that his usefulness I1in
itshis highI1 9 calling might not be impaired
eaisis fafamilyily chose this alternative
ratherather than ahat nehe should leave the
jardogardo house this arrangement was

out president taylor hadbad not
violatedrio the law of 1862 his marital

relations having been formed before
it was enacted and he did not break
the law of 1882 for the reasons speci-
fied yet he became an object oxof as-
sault under toe pretended forms of
law by the federal officials engaged in
the crusade against the latter day
saints

on the 3rdard of january 1885 in com-
pany with several of his brethren kejie
took a journey to new mexico and
arizona by union pacific railway to
denver thence to albuquerque he
aisted the mormon in the
neighborhood of winslowWinslowaudand thenthea
went to guaymas on the gulf otof cali-
fornia and thence to hermosillo infia
sonora Mexico where he met I1 gover-
nor torres at his residence who re-
ceived him and his company with dis-
tinguished consideration president
taylor visited bensonbeason and the adjacent
settlements of the saints and held
meetings there and also on the gila
river the party returned bywayby way of
los angeles and san francisco

shortly atterafter this learning that it
was the intention to arrest him on the
false charge of unlawful cohabitation
and knowing the disposition to
incarcerate leading mormonscormonsMor mons by
the aid of packed juries
biased courts and vindictive prose-
cuting officers president taylor left
hisbis home and retired from the public
view an indictment was procured
against him although not a particle ot0
direct evidence could be found and the
facts were simply as stated above
in his retirement he continued to pre-
side over the church and direct its
affairs laboring assiduously for its
welfare in all the world he preserved
the vigor of his stalwart body and of
his intellectual and cultured mind up
to within a recent period his decease
has come through a gradual breaking
down of the forces of life in which a
strong constitution resisted the powerbower
of the destroyer until the great change
came and his noble spirit departed in
peace

president johntJohn tatayloralor leaves fta large
and intelligent family who bid fair to
follow in his footsteps as honorable
upright citizens and faithful latter
day saints he reached a good old
age and hisbis upright form and vigorous
manner showed despite hisbis silvery
hair a well preserved and healthy
bodbody in which no intemperate
habitsabets of any kind had made
inroads the soul of honor 0of in-
domitable energy and caling firm-
ness when convinced of the right
residentpresident taylor was the embodimentbo ment
of dignity anetand urbane authority his
record is without a stain and his name
will be inscribed in the archives
of heaven among those of the
mighty spirits who have helped to
swayaway the destinies of this world he
hasas gone to mingle with hisbis brethren
of the last disdispensation who laid the
foundation of this greats work and
with them he will shine inha eternal
splendor as a sonben of god an heir to
thehe royalr priesthood a ruler in the
fathersathers kingdom may peace and
comfort rest upon the bereaved

THE GENERAL SENTIMENT

ALL day yesterday the people were in
a perpetual state of unrest lain conse-
quence of the report of the death of
president taylor throughout the
communityom th ere was a sentiment of
inexpressible sadness which was prob-
ably intensified by the absence of any
announced authenticanthentie confirmation of
the rumor by the time the NEWS is-
sued however it had become pretty
generally settled in the mindsmandli 0off thitb
pepeoplele in the central part olof the clcitta
at ofaleasteast as a fact todayto day thtb
same subdued sadness permeates th
community and everywhere are hear
expressionexpressioexpressionsio of esteem and love for tb
departed remarksmarks are made as tb
thoughts come up in the minds of
whoho utter them such as we d
not think etien he wadwas driven into exi
that we would never see him in IS11

againain well he is beyond the rest
001 the minions of the law now

how we should liked to have se
his face and heard his kindly volvoi
once more before he left us 1 I

the pall bearers
had it been possible it woul hat

been eminently proper that 1101VP
bearers of president taylor hoal
havebave been the twelve Apostle finen
bers of the organization with ilchch thtb
president hadthad been so long I1stifletide
but as for reasons well anoa to th
public this was manifestly
ableble it was deemed advis abO selet
welvetwelve members of the fama tletie
seventeen sons Vrepresentsent at bunerdtunerd
this was accordingly boniaone

scofield noff
our correspondent 19 V writing

fromora scofield on the idt Yss
something must be rallyrr wrong

with the telegraphic ddiaches as it
was not untauntil last esey 9 thatat the
news came that ouroar red andd venveil
erable president joaowas U

great preparations beinmatlagayt he P V coal C 11 liew
chutes and dump ine great-
y facilitating the fi of their
orders

work in the min s steady
notot knowing thatfideSTI 0 rwas
in anyway indisindia d th was
celebratedele brate this 1117uld been
done hadahad we beebeeb0 his iuill
ness the Salinpel deeply tae
ofI1 their beloved isident


