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DISCOURSE - Church must be faithful. They eannot ru

Py President Brigham Youns, Tabernacls, April 6, 1855.
; ., " i \ |
[REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.]

Twenty-five years ago to-day this Church was
organized with six members. More had been
baptized by br. Joseph, but he having received a
revelation to organize the Church, and only six
members being present they were all that were
then incorporated. Many of the faithful brethren
and sisters, who embraced the gospel of salvation
in the early days of the history of this work, have
no doubt often looked over the ground this
Church has traversed, and have been enabled to
diseern the invisible hand of the Lord in the pre-
servation of this people in the various scenes

they have pussed through.
* Many times, to all human appearance, there
was no temporal salvation for the suints. Aguin,
those who were not faithful, behelding things as
the natural man beholds them, have left the
Church; yes, scores of them, hundreds of them,
thousands of them, both maleand female. They
looked at this kingdom und, considering its pro-
gress upon seemingly nstural prineiples, dis-
covered it was best for them to leave it and if

ossible save their lives. Those who have been
Flithful can witness this day, that those who have
sought to save their lives have lost them, while
those who have sought diligently to build up the
kingdom of God,who have clurg to the command-
ments of the Lord, who have not counted their
lives dear to them, have saved their lives.

It is marvelous, it is marvelously strange, and
truly it is a marvelous work and a wonder, to
those destitute of the revelations of Jesus Christ,
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when they reflect upon the history of this people, |
in their travels and progress; and it has been a/
wonder to all who have been acquainted with it.
Those who were acquainted with the rise of
this Chureh,with the lives and acts of the few who
then believed the gospel, and with the lives and

acts of many who surrounded them, discovered

then that the powers of darkness, the powers of
the euemy of all righteousness were leveled

against the few who believed in the Book of Mor-

mon, and who believed that Joseph Smith was a

Prophet, Whether they were six in number, or

gix times six, or whether there was but one it
made no difference. Just as soon as the Book of
Mormou wus declared to the people, or to a neigh-

borhood, and proelaimed to be the history of the

aborigines of our country, and to contain the will

of God to the peo le formerly, and that the Lord

Jesus appeared to tlie inhabitants of this continent

and revealed to them the gospel; that the king-

dom of God was built up here; that the Laman-

itos were a remenant of the house of Israel; and

that the set time had come for the Lord to favor

Zion and gather ITsrael; at that very time, on that

very day, the powers of darkness were arrayed

acainst the Prophet, against the Book of Mor-

mon and those who belioved it to be what it pur- |
ported to be.

Has this spirit of persecution ceased? No, not
in the least, but it has steadily increased. I was
gomewhut acqnainted with the coming forth of
the Book of Morinon, not only through what |
read in the newspapors, but I also heard a great
many stories and reports which were cireuluted
as quick as the Book of Mormon was prin‘ed, and
begau to be scattered abroad. Then the spirit of
persecution, the spirit of death, the spirit of des-
truction immediately seemed to enter the hearts
of the pious priests more particularly than auny
other portion of the people, they could not bear
it. Among ‘hose who professed great faith and
great piety, and believed in the blessings of sanc-
tification, and professedly belisved in the minis-
tating of angels, and in the gift of the Holy
Ghost, and that it was the privilege of christians
to enjoy the gifts and graces of the spirit now, us
well as in ancient times, as quick a8 the Book of
Morinon was introduced into eonversation, a spirit
would rise in them causing them to wish to des-
troy that book and every person who believed in it.
They would say, ‘it is from hell, itis from the
bottomless pit, it is of the devil; and those who
believe in it ought to go to hell; it is a pity that
such a delusion should be permitted to rise in our
christian country.” Such expressions came from.
the mouths of réligious priests, from the mouths
of leading characters in sociely, from those who
professed to hold the keys of salvation, and to
teach the people the way of life. IHas this spivit
ceased? No, it has not, but it has constantly in-

creased. And to my certain knowledgs, through | gosp

the visions of the spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ,
I did kuow, I did see, | did understand, before
1 went into the waters of buptism, thut this spirit
of persecution would increase. As the kingdom
of God increased upon the earth, so would the |

ower of the enemy increase in like manner, 10

eep pace with it; und there never would bea
time, except for a short period, that this people
wonld have rest unti! Israel was fully gatherod,
was reedeemed and built up, and the Lord had
drawn the dividing line between the righteous and
the wicked.

This Church has lived twenty-five years and is
not dead yet, althongh a great many of iis mem-
bers have gone behind the vail. Those who were
first baptized into the Church have almost entire-
ly left this setaga of action. I presume there is
not a single person in this congregation who em-
braced the Book of Mormon in the fail of 1829,
or in the fora part of the year 1830. The Prophet,
his father, and his brothers, except one, are gone
behind the vail. I suppose that Martin Harris,and
Joseph’s mother are living, but Oliver Cowdery has
gone to his long home,and most of the witnesses of
the Book of Mormon have died; and I know of but
very few in these valleys who embraced the faith
of the gospel in the early days of the rise of this
Chureh. \#h&u [ call to mind the multitudes with
whom | have been acquainted in this Kingdom,
and reflect how few there are who have stood firm,
and how many have apostatized, I often at first
think it is strange, but ﬁhniu, it ia no marvel, re-

alizing a3 1 do that every person who lives in this
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by |do all people join this Church with a pure inten-
sight, but must actually exercise faith in tha;.d tion? A greatmany HHBYEF the gospel to be
Jesus Christ, in order to enjoy the light o al‘l’rei from the iron hand upp’rﬁ?uil!' under
Holy Ghost. When they neglect this the spirit| which they are laboring continually, from year to
of the world takes possession of them, and'they | year, in servile chains, toiling to get a morsel of
become cold and fruitless, and pine away into | bread tosubsist upon. They are ground down
darkness, and epiritual desth, and finally leave us. | and afflicted; their wages are cut down to the last
Will this continue? Yes. = penny they can live upon, when they know that

Perhaps there are many who afe astonished to | they must labor or die.

see people apostatize, but it really is no marvel, it| Thousands are in this pitiable condition, and
is no astonishment at all, 1f you wish to know | would embrace anythiug, I do not care what un-
the reason why they apostatize, it is because they [der the heavens was preached to them. Yon may
neglect their duty, lose the spiritof the Lord, and |go and preach the doctrines of Universalism, of
the spirit of the holy gospel that they received | Infideli'y, or of any other belief in the world,
when they first embraced it. Many receive the | you may boil them down and get their very es-
gospel because they know it is true; they are!scence, and with it tell those who are o' pressed
convineed in their judgment that it is true; strong  and borne down by the rich and the great, “you
argument overpowers them, and they are ration-
ully compelled to admit the gospel to be true upon
fair reasoning. They yield to it, and obey its
first principles, but zever seek to be eulightened
by the power of the Holy Ghost; such ones fre-

make your escape from your shops of toil; we
are preaching this to the poor, now embrace
our system and our doetrine,and you shall be de-
livered from this iron hand of oppression. We
quently step out of the way. will take you to a land of plenty, to a land of frae-
Suy they, “Mormonism is true, but I am not | dom, where you ecan euwjoy your rights and be
going to stand it; I am not going to abide this se- | blessed, and have the privilege of obtaining, with
vere temporal loss; I am uot going to stay here | comparative ease like other men, all the comforts
and have my rights trampled upon; I am not go- | of this life.” What is their reply? “O we will
iug to be checked in my carreer; Ido not wish | embrace your religion, i yon will only take us
to be trammeled in my doings, but I want my |away from these to ls and this starvation.” Many
liberty perfectly; still I believe it to be true with | embrace the gospel actuated by mo other motive
all my heart.” than to have the privilege of being removed from
Well, rizht upon these stutements,if suchmen | their oppressed condition to where they will not
only believe Mormonism to be true, and that teo | suffer. They will embrace any doctrine nunder
no stronger than they do,they are not so far ahead, | the heavens, if you willonly take them from their
in this particular, ©s the devils in heli, for they | present condition.
both believe and know that the gospel is true.— | Are there any with us who act npon the same
They believe and kuow that Jesusis the Christ,
they believe in the old and new Testament, and in
the Book of Mormon,and know that thev are true.
They kuow when a trie prophet comes forth npon
the earth, if they did not they would not raise up
persecution against him. Not only believing, but
knowing that the gospel is true they are arrayed

one who is acting upon that principle, TLet per-
gecnlion bo heaped upon this people as it has been
heretofors, even let the pérsectitors threaten, nt
the great distanc® from us that they are now, and
those who have embraced the gospel with motives
that are not in every sense pure, will say, *I am

in opposition to the truth, and lay every plan and | for embracing something ¢lse to get rid'o” persecn-
scheme, that it is possable for devils to invent, to | tion; I am for leaving these Latter Day S ints,
overthrow the kingdom of God ou earth, that they ! lest affliction, trouble, and persecution conie upon
may retuin possession of the world still longer. |me and [ be killed, or be made to suffer in the
Will there still bs apostacy? Yes, brethren and | flash. T am going to leave for Californis, or for
sisters, you may expect that people will come into the United States, or [ am going fo do somthing:
the Church, and then apostatize. You may expect | I want to do that which will fres e from all
that some people ;;!1 run well for a season, and | earthly suffering and trouble.” Do thess consid-
then {ull out by the way. For example, take the erations touch one who has embraced the guspel
parable of the sowgggthat went out to sow,“and hecause of its prineiples? No. Those who feel
when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, | like forsaking the religion of Jesus Christ for such
and the fowls came and devoured them up: some | considerations, embraced it at first to bettor their
fell upon stony places, where they had not mueh | temporal position in life, and for not'ing else. This
earth, and forthwith they sprung up, because | has always been the case with many, and when
they had no deepness of earth; and when the sun | persecution has come, men and women have said,
rose up, they wers scorched; aud because they
hud no root, they withered away. And some (ell
among thorns, and the thorns sprung up, and
choked them; but other feil into good ground,
and bronght forth fruit, some smn huundred fold,
some gixty fold, some thirty fold.” |
When the seed falls into good ground if tukes
root, and brings forth fruit; such individualg will
be faithful to the end. The seed that fulls by the
way side, for wani of root cannot eudunre the
scorching sun of persecution. Those who are
reptesented by the seed among thorns cannot en-
dure becanse of the cares of the world, and the
pride of life. The iufluence and power of the
worid, and of the adversury surrounding such indi-
viduals they are by and by turned away, and cease
to be susiuts, cesse to serve the Lord, and turn
every one to his ownway. Isthis strange to you?
Yes, for 1 moment, you say ilis very sirange.
What did you embrace Mormouism for? Some
have embraced it for the truth’s sake; some love
the gospel becanse itis the gospel,—because it is
based upon true principles, and becausa jt is
the only system of doetrine revealed to the chil-
dren of men, that is built upou a sure founda-
tion. They love truth because it is truth, becaunse
it is light, and there is nodarkness in it; and they
faar not to come to the light that their deeds may
bereproved, for they wish to get rid of their evil
deeds. They love virtue becaunse it is a holy
pringiple by which the angels live; they love all
the gospel prineiples because they are counnected
with eternity, and are the foundation of eternal
lives, and will exalt the faithiul te happiness and
felicity, to kir gdoms.of glory, power, and immor-
tality,and to all the knowledge and happivessthat |
can be enjoyed by the intelligent beings who in-
herit eternity. -
It is not for me to say how many embrace the
ospel for the sake of the loaves and fishes; but I

happiness, and to enjoy life; 1 really supposed
that my sorrows were all ended.” '

A great many have emursced the gospel be-
lieving that their sorrows would come to an end,
at a certain period in this Charch and kiogdom,
on the earth, and that ton, speedily. T am a wit-
ness to thisin my own experience and feelings.

ments of the Lord, the brethren were preparing
to gather to a place that was culled Zion, in
Tuckson county, on the western borders of the
Siate of Missouri. I then actually had faith and
the spirit of Zion to snch u degree, that I sup-
posed that if we got to Zion onr worldly sorrows
and afilictions would cease. I had not however
a disposition to go there mysell, for T wanted to
ro 10 the world and proclaim the word of the
Lord that was reveuled to me, and on that ac-
count Lnever had the privilege of selt
county. The spirit of Zion which I then pos-
sessed is the spirit that inhabits the heuvens und
fills them, it is in_and round about all heavenly
beings. _ :

When that spirit i3 imparted to individoals
thev realiga it ns it is inils purity, snd are not
mindful, ut 81l times, that they are still embogdied
in a tabernacle of clay that is suhject to the pow-
er of the davil, and thut is liable to he afilicted at
Aany moment, and to have severa trials, und be
apposed aud persecuted a8 lopg us they are in the
flesh. But wheu the spirit that fills eternity is
breathed into p person evervthing elss is dispersed
in aapoment, nnd he sees Zion as itls in its puri-
tv, he then enjoys the spirit of Zion.

" A great many people imbibed the same idea
which I did in the beginniug, and resly helieved

afHictions, disappointments, and weaknesses per-
taining to the flesh would be at an end. and
thnt every. one would be samctified before the
Lord, and all would be peace and jov {rom morn-
ing until evening, and from year to year, nntil
the Savior should eome.

The brethren who went then found themselves
mist ken, in a very short time. Those who
went there, and those who were sequainted with
their going and coming, fourd the world, the
' flesh, and the devil there, jiist as much as any
where else, unless they hud faith to turn every
spirit of the world ont of doors, that i3, out of
their hearts. They found the same tempter, the
same covetous feelings, and the same allurements

there, a8 in other places.

really think from their conduct, that many have
embraced the gospel to see if they cannot make
gain of it; fo see if there isany temporal advan-
tuge in it.  Let this kingdom, or this people pros-
pery—let them he free from persscution at this
day,—let our {riends, eur relatives, our former
neighbors speak well of us and tell the truth with
regard to our femporal prosperity, as they would
of other people, and what would be the result?—
Thousands would professedly embrace the gospel
for the advantuges to be derived therefrom, to get
a good name, und to obtain the riches which are
of this world,and to be perfectly free from re-

shall be delivered from your factories, you shall | &

principle? O yes, you may, once in a while, see’

States, in California, or any where else, as vou
can here. ‘Well then, let us go,’ t&}f they. But
bold on, you ean serve ”-Itirg?ju t as well any
where else, when it is your duty to be there.
If it is not your duty to be any ‘glsra else, il you
would serve him acceplably, it must be where he
calls you. To what part of the earth is the
Lord now calling his saints? He has opened up
their way far into the interior of North America,
they are widely removed from all sourounding
civilization.

If you will examine the map you will find
thut we are located in an isolated portion of what?
Of Zion. And what is Zion? In one senss
Zion is the pure in heart. But is there a laud
that ever will bo called Zion? Yes, brethren.
What lund is it? It is the land that the Lord
ave to Jacob, who bequeathed it to his son
Joséph, and  his ‘posterity, and they inhabit it,
and that land is North and South America.
That is Zion as to lund, as to Territory, and loca-
tion. The children of Zion have not vet moch in
their possession, but their territory is North and
South Amarica to begin with. As to the Spirit
of Zion, it is inthe heuris of the saiuts, of those
'who love und serve the Lord with ull their might,
mind, and strength, We have opened up the
way, and come -iwre, und what will you see?
Just a8 much weakuess and trouble as in any
other place, if you have a mind to make it—
which yon will if yon do wickecly, and perform
that which is derogatory to the principles of
righteousness. We can make the Territory of
Utah one of the greatest sinks of iniquity upon the
face of the whole earth, and exceed the abomina-
tions of the ancient’ Sodomites, if we are so
disposed.

The first fonnders of this Territory, those who

“I' eanno’ bear it, I thonsht T war going to have |

When I yielded obedience to the command-

ling in that [

that in Juekson county ull the earthly sorrows,

dug their way through the mouuntains, cot the
‘sage brush, killed the snakes, made the roads,
[built bridges and houses, cpened farms, lvid oul
and built cities where no white man ever thought
that civilized people could subsist, unless they
bronght provisious from a distant country, ean
now assemble together sourrounded with the
comforts, and many of the luxuries of this life.
No white man who ever passed through this
country belioved that a settlement conld be made
in these mountains, and prosper in culiivating the
earth. The Lord hus brought us here, and what
have we brought? = Most certainly ourselves, and
‘after we get here some want to go away, and say
‘thut the place is not holy enough for them, that
they will not endure it, but will withdraw from .
this society, until we are pure enongh, and then
they will com® back sgnin.” Such persons are
like those who stayed in Juckson County, they
‘ure too pure and hely for themselves. But if
they stay they stay with themselves, and il they
go they take themnselves with them, and thut is
‘their great difficnlty.  If they could leave them-
'selves beliind, we might succeeds in cleansing
'them from sin, but no, they go and have to take
themselves with them.

The Suints who first eame into these vallies
necessarily brovglit their taubernacles with them,
but we endeavored not to bring any seffishuese
with us, any erronsous prepossessed notions, any
feelings, laws, rales, or sets pertaining to our-
selves, exeept such as the Lord should dictate
duy by doy. |

Suppose that every person who comes into
thess vaullies sliould come with a determination to
!be led by the Lord, from day to day; suppose
 they should say, *I will serve my Geod and keep
' his eommanpdiments, [ will not set a stuke bere, or
‘thers, 6r'any where else; 1 will not say thut I
will rise up to-morrow, und go to this city, or to
that town, to exchangs and trade to get gain, only
‘us the Lord will sav, und this will 1 do from this
Ftimr. heneeforth and forever;’ and then let each
"one fuithfully mwintiin such a determination, and
‘we could truly say that we have the Territory of
1Ziml,. and the spirvit, light, glory, and power
"theréof, und that the God of Zion dwells with this
people.

' But if we bring our old traditions with us, our
Eprr.'-puﬂesﬁud feelings and notions of this, that,
'and the other: aud set onr stukes, build our hubi-
tutions, and lecate our pesition in accordance
therewith, and say, “I will do so and:so, this is
the path T will pursue, und I um detérmined ‘to
walk in it, regardless of every thing else,” then
| We may expect to Le overturown, and the spirit
of ‘the holy gospel will depart from us. Then
you wonld soon ltarn that there wag vo tempora’,
'po natural prospect for this people to escape Irom
‘utter destroction; and vou wonld rise up and
BAY, “f am _uﬂ' lo Cn]ifﬂl’lliﬂ Lo shve my life.""
‘But those who try to save their lives by their
gkill and eraftioess, will lose them, both tempor-
ally and spiritually.

A great many say, “I belisve the gospel,” but
continue to uet wickedls, to do that which they
‘know to be wrong. I wish you to fully under-
‘stand that merely balieving the gospel, that Jegus
'is the Chuist, in the Old »ud New Testaments,
'that Joseph Smith was a prophet sent of God, und
“that the Book of Mormon'is true, does not pre-
| pare you to become ange!sof 1'ght, sons and daugh-
ters of (God, und joiut heirs with Jesus Christ to
ivine inheritanes. Nor does inere velief eutitle

straint. Let this kingdom prosper in a manner | |
lhut H" men “‘i“ Epeﬂk '“-rl."“ ﬂr it’ Hnd tEt lhﬁr‘._ b? “Thﬂ“ our Eldﬂ'# Eﬂ out to prﬂﬂﬁh tha ﬂ'ﬂﬁ]i(‘*lr I . clu to the Pﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ_ﬂ!ﬂ“ 'ﬂf t]lﬂ crowns H“d 'Ihrﬂl:'lt‘."‘
no trials, no threatepings, none to sny “you shull| they tell the people to gather fto Zion, Where | thut you are auticipating. No, such preparation

is i1? It isat the City of the Great Salt Lake,
in the wallevs of the mountains, in the settle-
ments of Utah Territory, there is Zion naw.
But you perceive when you come here the same
covefous feelings imbibed in the hearts of many,
as it otber places, the same tempter is here, and
there are plenty of allurements; and unless the
people live before the Lord in the obedience of
his eonninandments, they cannot have Zion within
them. They must earry it with them, il they
expect to live in it, to enjoy it, and increase in
it. If they do not do this, they sre as much
destitute of Zion here as they are in other places.
Some enqnire, ‘why cannot we serve God in
other conntries as well as here? You can just
as well in England, in France, in Germany, in
Italy, on the Islands of the ®ea, in the United

be killed. you shall be destroyed,” Lut letall suy
“pence shull be with you, we will bless yon, we
will neighbor with you, and hail you as our friends
and brethren’; under such a state of things,
thousands would professedly embraca the gospel
for the rake of living in pesce, and te obtain the
riches of this world; thonsands would profess-
edly embrace the Book of Mormon and the Book |
of Doctrine and Covenants for political advanta- |
ges, for a great name, and to obtain what they are
seeking after continually. What isthat? To be
spoken well of by everybody, 1o obtain power and
great influence among men.  Where I to give my
own private opinion concerning the matter, I can-
not say that a great many have come into this
Church solely for the worldly advantages which
they would derive therefrom. On the other hand,

“can be made, and such objects stizined ouly by
duing the work required of ug by our Father in
'heaven, by obeying him in all things, letting our
“will, dispositions, und feclings full to our feet, to
:r'ise no more, from this time heneeforth, and
actually operating upon the principles that we
“will do the will of our Father in heaven, no matter
' what comes upon us.  Then, if you are going to
be killed by your enemics, or destroyed by the
adyersary, you can say “kill away, destroy
away." |
| Trae the enemy of all righteousness, Lucifer
‘the con of the morning, the devil, is in possession
‘of the world, and of nearly all that is in it, and
‘savs, “] am determined to destroy every mun,
‘woman, and child that will not yield to my king-
‘dom, obey my mandates and renounce the Lord




