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had got through, saying, “Have we not treated
vou well, Mr. Russell?”” *Yes, I have no fault
to find with you.”” “What then is your object in

pursuing this course? We have done business
with you a good-many years; we want to know
if you are going to change your insurance office?”

“Tamn? “Will yon tell us where you are going

to have your bus:ness done in the future?”” *Yes,
I am going to have it done in heaven, for the in-
surance offices do not control the winds, the ele-
nents are not obedient to them, and 1 have been
paying ten thousand dollars a year for insuring a
few ships, and I have to trust in the Lord anybhow,

c0 in the future I shall pay my insarance fee to

the Lord’s treasury.™

The gentlemen of the office thought he was
cracked or beside himself, for I fell youn trusting
in the Lord in these days is an unpopular business
with the world. But the Baints have to trust in
the Lord, and we might as well begin and seek
this kingdom and #he interest of it, and the right-
cousness of it, and bnild it up first as lngt. 1 be-
lieve the peeple are reforming in this thing; 1 be-
heve they are inereasing in their faith and bhave
mnanifested it heve in the city this winter, and I am
glad to see 1. ' |

The exhortation we have had this moming is
proper and seasonable, as we have been sowing
the seed of the word this winfer among the peo=
ple, and we should wateh and seethat the seed
1s sown in good ground, and try to cultivate the
principles we hear that the fruits of righteonsness
may appear in abundance. In doing this we will
be saved. _ '

We have had one of the mosl interesting sea-
sons this winter that we have ever enjoyed since
the church and kingdom of God has been argan-
ized in the last days. We bave had new lessons
opened unto ns by the servants of the Lord, and
among tho#® things the mercy of the Lord has
been manifested in a great degrée towards this
people, I have reflected on his merey and I feel
we should be faithful and humble and prove true
unto the Lord our God because of this mercy
which has been manifested unto us, and we should
be very careful bereafter, as President Yonng ex-
horted tis the last time he spoke conecerning this
Emple continuing to commit sin. He plainly laia

efore us the consequences of this course; we

should let the past suffice wherein we have done
anything in which we cannot be jystified. 1 am
satisfied that the people in these valleys will never
hear the same proclamation which we have heard
this winter. : ;

It this people with the light they have, the
teachings they bave and the examples they bave
had set before them intermingled witl® chastise-

their duties with reeaid to their salvation the
will have to pay the debt, for the sinner in Zion
will be cut off from the church of God, and will
have to pay the penalty whether it be small or
great. It is of the utmost importance that we
should guard ourselves against sin as the tree of
life is guarded, We have no time to throw away
in the service of sin, in committing iniquity and
grieving the Holy Spint of God.

1 tell you when you look aronnd and see the

slate of the worid on the one hand and what we

Lave to perform on the other, and what the king-
dom of God has gol to arrive at in order to fulfitl
its destiny and the revelations of Jesus Christ,
our chief object shonld be to build up the king-
dom of God and roll it on.

As Lremarked last evening in the High Priests’
quornm, we have been rolling this kingdom gp
hill, up a mountain; we have been toiling against
a mighty current all the day long from its first
organization, but the day will soon come if this
Eeuple will do their duty and take hold of the

ingdoin of God as they should do, it will soen

zet on the top of the mountain, and then it will

_ begin to roll down from the mountains and it will |

frength and speed as it goes, and
singing “Geteont of the way, (he
. AR g “Get out of the
it will not stop
The Lerd has
ons he has given

rot | m and gpread itself
Jatgitself Strength, The Lord
. wmtrrthis kingdom and with this
people. poLord says in the parable of the
vineyard “My servanis labored with their mights
and the Lord labored with them and they pre-
vailed, and brought forth the fruits of the kingdom
and the bilter branches were broken off, and the
tame olive brought forth good fruit, and the vine-
yard was no more corrupt.”” This shonld be u
permost in our minds, we should look for the
building up of the kingdom, and secure not only
blessings for ourselves, but seek to become saviors
of men on Mount Zion, andl try to do all the good
we can, laboring 1o promote the caunse and interest
of Zion in every department thereof where we
are called to aef, :

By pursuing this course we shall be prospered,
and have continual peace in our minds and as the
Lord has said, nothing will be withheld from any
man that seeks f.r the righteonsness and blessings
of the kingdom of God. Salvation should be the
uppermoat thing with us, and you will find if ever
we seek to do something else besides earrying out
‘ tbe dictates of the Holy Spirit, we will get into

the fog and info darkness and trouble, and we
shali be ignorant of the way we are pursuing.
Every day that we live we need the power of the
Lord—the power of his Holy Spirit and the

changes to take place in the earth, and the king-
dom 1s growirg; and I would here exhort all the
Latter Day Saints who hear me this day to study
 well the position you are in, and search your hearts
and see if we are in favoer of the Lord our Gody
and then let us increase continually in faith, in
hope, in righteousness, and in every virtuons
prineiple which is necessary for us to have 1o sus-
tain us in every trial through which we may be
called to pass in order to prove us ag the friends
of God, whether we will abide in the covenant or
‘noty we will be tried from this time until the
coming of the sessiah or while we live on the
earth,

If we eculd open the vision of our minds and
let it extend into the future and see this kingdom
- and what it is bound to accomplish, and what we |
have to do, the warfare we have to pass through,
'we would certainly see that we have a great
ywork on hand. We have not ouly to fight the
powers of darkness, the invisible forces that sur-
round us, but we huve to war with a great many
outward cirenmstances and lo contend with a
great many difficulties that we must of necessi'y
' meet, and the more of this we have to meet the

more we shonld be stimulated to action, and 1o la-

revealed. We have got to be one and labor to-
gether to-build up this kirgdom becausz we can-

bor with all our power before the Lord for the
establighment of righteousness aund truth and the
building up of the work ef God, and to see that
his name is honored upon the earth, -

Br. Wells has said, why the world is troubled
about us is because we are united. ‘This is true;
the world and the devil are afraid of it, and he|
has labored all his life to divide everything where |

righteousness dwelt, or at least ever since he was
cast out from the presence of God, what he did’
before that I cannot say any further than whal is |
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not establish it upon anly othier principle.
We should be careful to know that we are right
and then go ahead, and we will find our advan-

tage, and we shall be satisfied with our reward

if we pursue that course which is according to
the eompandments of God, When we come into l
the presénce of our Father in heaven we shall

meet with his approbation, this alene will reward l

us for our labors, |

If we go to work and build up the kingdom of |
God instead of gurselves, it is no malter in wbat |
shape we do it, whether it is in building a canal,
or in building o temple, preaching the gospel, cul-
tivating the earth, or anything else, let us take |
thar‘ami make it a business, and we will find the
Lo

v . I
will help us and sustain us, and nerve us

with his power, and will assist us in everything !
' we have to do, and if we are called to lay down |
ment, if lhE}? still will o0 on and be neglgctful of | our lives in the defence of God and eternal trtltll, | th

then all right, and if we live, all rizhit, and when |
we come into the presence of the Lord we shall
be satisfied with our reward and blessings.

The Lord has said he would prove us whether |
we would abide in his covenant even unto death;
indeed we have been tried from the commence-

ment of this great work, but there has beea an in- |
visible hand at work for our defence all the time; |

the wicked have not seen the power that has sus-
tained us, they cannat see’the inside machinery
that is at waouk in this kingdoun, the nations ef the
earth cannot understand 1t, and they never can

comprehend it, but the Latter Day Saints under-
stand it, and they know it is the power of God and
the word of God, for the Leord has made procla-
matiops and decrees and covenaats coucerning
[srael in the last days and all the prophets from
rizhteous Abel to Brigham Young have proclaim-
ed it to the nations of the earth as with the voice
of thunder, and we know they will be [fullilled;
we know the gospel has to be offered to the gen-
tiles first, we have offered 1t lo them for the space

of 25 years thdt we may be prepared to go to the |

honse of lsrael.

The gentiles, in a great measure, have rejecled
it: we have borne a faithful testimony to the na-
tions of the earth, and they prefer to take their
own coursge and act on their own agency; they
would rather build themselves up than the Kking-

dom of God. - The consequence is, it will soon |

be taken from the gentile nations, and it will ndt
be long before the judgments of God are abroad
among them, and those bitter branches will be
taken off' the tree.

Now there is no personage or subject, or work
apon the face of the whole earth but what is more
popular than the Lord and his gospel. and king-

doms his name is dishonored and blasphemed with

impunity by nearly all thesinhabitants of the earth
and in tﬁe midst of every nation under heaven,
but the day is nigh at hand when he will make
bare his.arm of power and show the world that
there is a God in Israel, who will no longer bear

the blasphemies of the wick#d without bringing |

thew to judgment, but he will send forth those an-
gels, those messengers who dwell in the presence
of God, who are waiting with their gharp sickles
in their hands to reap down the earth, but this

will not be until the gospel has been fully offered’

to the gentiles, then the bilter branches will be
broken off.

This kingdom will go forward, for the Lord
God has decreed it, and Zion will arise and be ad-
orned witlh beauty and power and true refinement,
in light and knowledge, and in every good gift
that will prepare the minfls of men for the society
of their Heavenly Father and of celestial beings.
These lessons have got to be given and we have
got to learn them, and we have gol to bring our
selves to the celestial law of God; we have to be
quickened by the Spirit and power of the kingdom

strength of the priesthood to be with us that weiof God and its righteousness that we may be pre-

may know what to do. Andif we will so live
before the Lord, the Spint will reveal to us every
day what our duties are; 1 do not eare what it is
we are engaged in, we should first find out the will
of the Lord and then do it, and then our work will
be well done and accepfable before the Lord, but
if we take a course against light and agamst the
Spirit of God, we will find it an unprofitable read
to travel. |

[ feel as though the Lord is going to do a great
work in the midst of this people. There is a

great many tkipgs at our doory; a great many

-
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pared to carry out the purposes of the Lord; then
this kingdom will be borne to the house of Israel
and they will receive 1t.

The door has already been unlocked to the Les
manites in these mountains and they will begin to
embrace the gnspel andthe recordsof their fathers,
and their chiefs will be filled with the Spirit end
power of God, and they will rise up in their
strength and a nation will be born in a day, be-
cause they are of the seed of Abraham, and G d
has promised to bless the descendants of Abraham

and they will be saved with the house of Israel,

 house of Israel, and the promises of God still

for the Lord has spoken it and made those promi-
ses unto them throngh their fathers.

Agzuin, here are the ten tribes of Israel, we
know nothing about them only what the Lord has
said by his prophets. There are prophets among
them, and by and bye they will come along and
thev will smite the rocks and the mountains of ice
will flow down at their presence, and a highway
will be cast up before them, and they will come
to Zion, receive theigendowments and be crowned
under the hands of the children of Ephraim; and
there are persons before me in this assembly to-
day who will assist to give them their endow-
ments. *They will receive their blessings and en-
dowments from mnder the children of Epliraim
who are the first frnits of the kinedom of God m
this dispensation, and the men wiil have to be or-
dained and receive their priesthiood and endow-
meénts in (ke land of Z:ion according to the reve-
lations of God.

Again, here is Judah, which is the tribe of
Israel from whom Jesus sprang; how many times
have I seer them among the nations of the earth
standing in their synagogues, even gray-headed
rabbies with their fuces to the east, calling on the
great Eloheim to opeagthe door for them to go
back to Jerusalem, the land of their fathers, and
to send their shiloh, their king of deliveranece;
when I have seen this my soul has been filled with
a desire to proclaim unto them the word of God
unto eternal life, but I knew I could not do this,
the time had not come, I could rot preach to them.
I might have stoad in their midst for a month and
preached unto them Jesus Christ or their shiloh
anil king, but I should have failed to have estab-

lished one particle of faith in their minds that he

was the true Messiah.
They do not believe in Jesus Christ, there is an
unbelief resting on them, and will until ghey go

home ayd rebuild Jerusalem and their temple more

slorions than at the beginning, and then by amnd
bye, after this church and kingdom has arisen up
in its glory the Savior will come to them and show
the wounds in his hands and side, and they will
say to him, “Where did you get those wounds?”’
and he will answer, “In the house of my friends,”
and then their eyes will begin to be open and they
will repent and mourn, they and their wives apart
and there will be a fountain opened for unclean-
ness o the house of Judah, and they will for the
first limme receive Jesus Christ as their Savior;
they will begin to comprehend where they have
been wandering for the space of {wo thousand
enrs.

? You eannot convert a Jew, yon may as well try
{o conyert this house of s¢lidl walls as-to convert
them into the faith of Christ, They are set in
sir feelings, and they will be until the tiine of
{hieir redeption. They are looking forward o
the time when they will go home and rebuild
Jerusalem; they have looked for®it many hundreds
of years; they are looking for the coming of their
king and they do not suppose for a moment that
he has already come, but they are looking for him:

ty> come as the Lion of the tiibe of Jadah, not
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and 1t has been fulfilled. There has been a great
exertion to make this prophecy fail. It hurt the
feelings of the gentiles to think this prophecy
should have its fulfilment in these days. It bas
been fulfilled so far, and I feel thankful to dn{,
that all the prophecies which have not been ful-
filled will bej hence I have hope and confidence in
looking forward to the fulfilment of the blessings
that are promised to us.

et us be faithful and seek diligently to build up
the kingdom of God n righteounsness and d> our
duty, and try to save ourselves, our pvives and
children, our kindred and our friends, and the
house of Israel, and also the gentiles as far as
they will be saved, atill then we will be satisfizd
with our reward which we shall obtain in this life
and in the world to come. 1 pray the Lord to
bless ug_all and save ns in his kingdom for Chirist’s
sake: Amen.
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: DISCOURSE

By Elder Samuel W. Richards, Tabernacle, Feb,
=2, 1557,

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

It is to me, my brethren and sisters, and no
doubt it is to every one who is called upon to ad-
dress you from this stand, a very great degree of

 sulisfiiclion to see the warmth of spirit indicated
by the people in their assembling together in this
T'abernacle to hear the words that may be spoken
to them; and to see the inteusity ol feeling that
is mauifested in their crowding this room so early
in the morning, that they may be reudy to hear
what may be said to them. It indicates to me a
desire on the part of the people to hear the words
of life, and this is certainly a very great stimulus
to those who address you.

I have often remafked when I have seen tfe

“freedom with which the First Presidency and oth-
ers have addressed you, that it wus an evidence
to me that the people were increasing in their
faith, their love of rigiiteousness and desire to do
dhat which is well pleasing in the sight of God,
otherwise they could not speak with that degree-
of ense and freedom with which they often com-
mubicate to us. Evidently there is pluce for
the truth in the bearts of the people, and the
Lord sends forth the words of life through His
servants, aud we can with pleasure witness their
effucts upon the minds and upon the character of
the Saints. I think every cureful observer must
be able to discern the good and salufary influenco
that it has upon the minds of the people.

As llook upon the operations of the word of
the Lord I discover that in its workings it_is to a
very greatextent like good seed that 18 sown ia
the gronnd, or like the husbandman sowing seed
in the field which is gourished by the soil, swells
und becomes enlarged, and finally shoots forth the
tender sprout which miatares and brings forth
many fold. So likewise the word of the Lord
when it is sown in a propes place, or in good and
honest hearts will grow snd cause the heart to

as a lamh led to the slaughter and as a sheep that i swell and become enlurged in its views and feel-

is dnmb before his shearers; they are looking for
iim to come with power and great glory.

I thank God that the day is at hand when the
Jews will be vesfored. 1 have felt to pray for

thewn; 1 feel interested in their behalf, for they

are of the seed of Abraham and a branch™of th-

remain with them. It is true they feil through
anbelief and the kingdowm was taken from them

and given to the gentiles, and when it came from |

them it came clothed with all its gifls and powers |
and glory, priesthood anil ordinances which were
necessary for the salvation of men, and to pre-
pare them to dwell in the presence of the Gods;
and when the kingdom was given to the gentiles,
they for a while brought forth the natural fruits
of the kingdom. But they, like the Jews, have
fallen throngh the same example of unilelief,'
and now in the last days the kingdom of God has
to be taken from the gentiles and restored back to
every branch and tribe of the house of [sracl;
and when it is restored to-them it must go back

ings, apd consequently in its desire and love for
righteousiess,”

The progess is very much the same as that of
the good seed when it is cast iuto the earth, It
cartainly has a teullency to enlirge the heart; we
can feel its influence aud its blessed results; it
abides with us and we know that we have receiv-
ed something thut we had not befors within us.

Itis so ordwined that ajl have power in them-
selves, in a great degree, to de'ermine what is
right and wrong, and to distinguish between truth
and error. It isa great and important fact, the
saying of the Prophet Joseph, that ‘Truth earries
its owa evidence with it> When we receive the
word and by it we are influenced to do good, by
it our minds begin to expand, the result is that it
immediately begets faith in our hearts, not only
faith in the word, but faith that we will realize the
hopes that spring up in our bosoms, and that faith

cgutiuueu to increase uutil perfected in knowi-
[ iy gf‘l.

with all its gifts and bles:ings and priesthood
which it possessed when it was taken from them. |
But the Lord has said that in restoring these bles-
sings-to the children of Abraliam that he would
be inguired of by the house of Israel to do it for
them. Bat from what branch or part of the house
of Israel will the Lord*look for thus petition or re-
quest to issue, if not from the Latter Day Saints,
for we are oul of the tribe of Joseph through the
loins of Ephraim who have been as a mixed cake
among the gentiles and are the first fiuits of the
kingdom, and the Lowd has given unto uns the
kingdom and priesthood and keys thereof? Hence
the Lord will require us to ask for those blessings
which are prom'sed unto Israel and to labor for
their salvation.

These things will be reqaired at our handss a
great work is before us, a work worthy of mtel-
ligent beings—worthy of the most noble of spirits
that ever existed arourd the throne of Gol in
time or in efernity, in heaven or on the earth.—
Then, if we would feel right abont this important
subject and look upon it as it ie, we will go' to
work and labor with all onr mights to build up
the kingdom of our God, to carry out the purpos-
es of the Lord, in the butliing up of Zien, the
establishment of his kinedom and restoration and
sdvution of the house of Israely we should listen

striefly to those men who are the word of the
Lord to us.

The prophet Jeremiah saw this kingdom estab-
lished, and saw that Ephraiin was the first born,
and in gathering the children of Jacob and es-
tablishing Zionin the last days their nobles should
be of themselves, and their governor &hounld pro-
ceed from the midst of them. I have looked Eor-
ward for years by faith to that time when the
children of Zion would have the privilege of hav-
ing their rulers and a governor of their own choiee
of the house of I:rael to rule over them and coun-
sel and lead them.

We have had a governor since we have been a
Territory who is actually of the loins. of Joseph, |

This is sumething which enables us to under-

'stand and comprehend the wo-d that is associated

with the proc'amution of the gospel of truth. When
we have this fuith in our hear(s it becomes strong
by the power of the Spuit, then the word of the
Liord bcomes desiruble, and as faith continues to
abound the kuowledgs of the Lord ivereases, and
if we coutinueto practice upon it we shall surely
bring forth the fruits thereof. We can sea aund
witness the truth of thisin the condact of men.
The good spirit leads cur minds and inclines us o
do that which is good. Ia all our actions and do-
ings connected with the principles of righteouss
ness,we should endeavor to keep the proper ob-
jeet in view, and have our minds upon the prin-
ciples ol eternal life that we may secure the de-
sired blessings. Is not this desirable? Yes, itis,
[t is for this reason I feel thatit is a pleasurs to
witness the faith that is in this people, and 1 pray
that it m+y iacrease until we shall have no ocea-
sion to say that this people have been presched to
death, but that the word has its :Ie-ﬁire-:r eflfect up-
on their minds, that they treasure it up, that it is
abiding with them, and that the spirit and power
of the Lord is with them to assist them to devel-
ope themselves in all that is good, for tho IHoly
priesthood is caleulated to develope ull the pow-
ers and faculties of our souls.

We have been told from time to time what our
duties are und have had tex's given us to preach
from, and have been told from day to day to live
our religon. I huve astied myself f equently
since the commencement of this reforination,
what shall 1 do in order to live my religion? And
in endeavoring to answer it 1 have invariably
come to the conclugion that I must answer my
conscience before God and my brethren, and il i
do this I am then living my religion and [ feel
that this is all that is required.. It is the position
that all men ought to, ocoupy, fa.feel day by
day that they have fully answered their con-
scieuces in view of the light and lknowledge they
have received, and if they do uot ars under

the son of Jacob. Jercaish saw. this, spake it

-

coudemnation before God and before their breth-
ren, but if they do,then they are justified, helere



