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THE following Jletter was unavoidably |

crowded ount of our last number—

Gorvespondence,
LETTER II.

‘¢ It is therefore proper to say that while
the case at bar is called The People
versus Brigham Young, its other and
BEALTITLE s FEDERAL A UTHOR-
ITY \vErRsus POLYGAMIC THE-
OCRAQY."—Opinion of Chief Justice
J. B, McKean, ) Y

_ T :
Myr. Editor: Dear Sir:—In again gl
ling the attention of the public to this

subject, permit me to say, that I do it
wit pirit of vindictive malevolence;

no 8
but simply with a desire to lay before
the public important facts, intimately
connected with our present politieal
and religious status; that we may com-
prehend, in some measure, the powers
and p ives of the government we
live under, our duties and respousibili-
ties thereto, and our own individual,
moral, so¢ial and political rights.

There are events in the history of na-
tions and communities that, as they
develope themselves, <¢all forth the
serious;.¢alm consideration, not only of

liti i Journalists and historians,

ut of all intelligent men, who are in
anywise influene¢ed, controlled or af-
fected y. An eminent p¢
scientist, living under a menarchical

overnment, a century ago, instituted
the following enqui |

‘““How may the peculiar and independ-
ent operation of each individual, in
the social state, moat effectually be pre-
gerved? Heow may the security each
man ought to , &8 to his life and
the employment of his faculties, accord-
ing to the dictates of his own
understanding, be most certainly de-
fended from invasion? How may
the individuals of the homan &
cies be made fo contribute to the
general improvement and happiness?’’

From the above ideas it would seem
that it was an admitted axiom, even
among monarchists, that governments
were, at least, nabonaihl{d organized for
the security and protection of every in-
dividual man in the community; for
the protection of his life, the protection
of his property, and the amg‘llnymant of
his faculties according to the dictates
of his own understanding,

There has been from time immemor-
ial a continual struggle between the
governors aud the governed, the firat
trying to usurp power, authority and
dominion, and the other to resist these
encroarhments, Vested originally with
power from the people, rulers have al-
most invariably made use of that power
to break down, oppress and trample
under foot their benefactors; and thus,
by aseries of aggressive acts, oligarchies
and limited and unlimited monarchies
have been established, and thus kings,
emperors, dictators and autocrats have
fastened themselyes and their dynasties
npon the people, and to crown their
usurpations have called upon a frucu-
lent priesthood to anoint them “kln?a
by the grace of God,”’ and thus sanctify
their unholy acquirementa. Thus the
last principles of liberty have fre-
quently been crushed out, until the
people have lost their individaal, social
and political rights, have been man-
acled and bound by thelr political
usurpers, and, like sycophants and
gserfs, have bowed in meek submission
to the yoke of their tfyrants and o
pressors, The history of France, during
the last twenty years, is an exemplifi-
eation of this. Napoleon '‘commenced
his political career as president of a
republic,  had himself proclaimed
emperor, and left it as a vanquished,
resigned empire, Santa Anna’s exploifs
inl]t.'faxlm were productive of like re-
sults.

The histories ofthe Babylonians, the
Medes and Persians, the Greeians, the
- Romans and the Russians are all evi-
dences of this fact, nor can we exempt
the British, the French, the Prussians,
the Austrians or other European na-
tions. All have been intolerant and
oppressive, more or less, according to
governmental forms and
cumstances oOr necessities, by which
they may have been influenced. Nor
do the forms or names of governments
make very much difference; there was
as much disorder, anarchy, bloodshed
and glavery under fhe public of
(Greece,as under Phillip and Alexander.
Nor was Rome any more happy and
free under a Republic than under her
Dictators or Emperors. ‘And again,
horatediby: Sesdist of An sLootat,

rated by theediet of an sutocrat,
Republican’ America imported  slaves
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and fapt them in bondage for naﬁrlyi. It is the muost Equi'tabiu and juﬁ£ in-

century., The greatest, ouftrages and
crimes were perpetrated in Republican
France; justice was trampled under
foot, innocence destroyed, virtue des-
Pollad.,and a reign of blood and terror
naungurated, the very contemplation
of which thrills the mind with horror,
Caligula or Nero, as Emperors, were
no more bloodthirsty, tyrannic nor op-
pressive than were Robeapierre, Murat,
or Danton, as Republicans. Where
integrity, virtue, and honesty bhave
prnniluf whether under mowehlﬁ
or republican rule, there have exis
hl.ms:m and freedom. Where Lhese
have been lacking, disorder, anarchy,
bondage and cenfusion have been the
result. Liberty is not a name butf a
Hrﬂli . In ﬁggg;hl%;wunm “$5
apoleon e, Fratern
was written over the entrance to every
public edifice; while twenty persons
could not meet together in a private
house without the permission of the
police, and private papers could be
examined by the same authority. At
thesame time in monarchical England
you needed no passport, your house was

your castle, and your papers and pro-

perty were safe. In monarchical 1:.5-
land all men can worship God accord-
ing to the dictates of their own con-
sciences, and be justified in that right.
In Republican America, thousands of
her citizens have time and again been
robbed, muardered, pillaged, driven and
-axlled_!‘ for their reiiflun alone.. This
same Kngland centuries ago proscribed,
persecuted and exiled her citizeas for
the same offense, and her Puritans had
to flee to Holland, and to the then wilds
of America, to secure themselves from
the fury of their oppressors; and yet,
strange as it is, those very Puritans
persecated the Quakers and Baptists
for believing in and worshipping God.
Freedom, justice and liberty are not
therefore the growth of republican in-
institutions alone. Freedom and lib-
erty are the gifts of God and are fre-
t:glﬂntly wrenched unwillingly from
the hands of tyrants. Tyranny, under
any guise, ia & hideous monster. Dress-
ed in the trnf.plngu of royalty, or in the
plain garb of Republicanism, it is still
a monster, One headed, or hydra-
headed, it makes no difference; repub-
lican or monarchical, it is the same
horrid, repugnant, revolting monster,
Tyranny is the same, whether in the
dictator or the people, the general, the
judge or the preacher.

The very honorable, venerable and
patriotic gentlemen who framed our
Deeclaration of Tndependence bad mnan
of the above facts in view, and, smart-
ing under the lash of British tyranny
entered their vehement protest agains
the numerous usurpations which they
have very tersely stated.

The honorable framers of the Consti-
tution of the United States were no less
alive to theze matters, and while they
threw psafeguards around the eivil
power, were very anxious to protect the
people in their individual, social, relig-
ious and politieal rights, And lest
their ideas should be misunderstood,
they made several amendments, direct-
ly intended to protect the rights of the
people. Hence Art. IX. says,‘“The enu-
meration of certain rights shall not be
coustrued ' to den or - disparage
others retained by the pie.”” *“Art
X. The powers not delegated to the
United States, by the Constitution, nor
prohibited by it to the Biates, are res-
erved to the Btates respectively, or to
the plﬂpln." And as the fulfowing
bears directly on our case I quote—
| regulated militia be-
iog necessary to the security of a free
State, the right of the people to kee
and bear arms shall not be infringed.”
Again, ‘‘Art. I. Congress shall make
no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or Hruhibiting the free exer-

The Constitution of the United States
is unquestionably the best instrument
that was ever instituted by man. The
Great Magna charta of England, so
much talked of, was simply snd only a
resistance to a few prinei of tyran-
ny, originating in the conquest of Eng-
land by William of Normandy, and a
conceasion to A fewepecified demands, re-
luetantly given, by King John; as were
other bhills or rights wrenched from
othér Earopean powers, =

The Constitution of the United States
was formed apd framed by the people
of the United States from which the
government i- o d, and that constitn~
tion, “serviuy .o: only as an authority,
but as a law of eontrol to the govern-
ment,”” and answers the question, so
far as human institutions can— How
may the peculiar and independent op-
ations of each individual, in the so-
state, most effectually be preserved?

other questions above enumerated. |
L

strument for government ever emanat-
ing from any people. Joseph Smith in
speaking of it, says, ‘'If was given by
inspiration of God,” and to no other
cause under , are we more justly in-
debted for our pretection and preserva-
tion, as a people, than to this instru-
ment. Misrepresented, mnlégnad, pros-
eribed, robbed, despoiled and driven by

litical fanatics, religions bigots, un-
_r:nt and designing knaves, we have al-
ways fallen back on this fut palladi-
um of human rights, and have always
found relief under its ample folds.
And while knaves, bigots and fools
have been clamoring for our property
and blood, eryirg, “Crucify him, cra-
cify him,”” this | viog instrument iasks,
as did Pilate, ‘‘What evil hath he
done?’ While the Declaration of In-
dependence, as in living letters of fire,
proclaims, ‘“*All men are created equal;
that they are endowed by their Creator

‘with certain inalienable rights; that

among these are life, liberty and the
pursuil of RaApPPINEss;  ........ goOvern-
meonts are instituted among men, deriv-
ing their just powers from the consent
of the governed.” We have never
had any difficulty with law-abiding cit-
izens, with lovers of good order, with
patriote and honest men. And the big-
oted and fanatical attacks against this
people have b-en imstituted agsainst
private interests, constitutional
antees, religion and the rights
man.

There have been many attempts
made to overslaugh and destroy the
Latter-day Saints, and yet ‘‘Mormon-
ism'’ is still a problem that statesmen,
politicians, moralists and religionists
cannot solve. The reason may be
found in this one fact, that as the **Mor-
mons’’ are a law-abiding people, and
are lovers and sunporters of the Consti-
tution, they cannot be condemned for
violating law and breaking the Consti-
tution of the United States. The pres-
ent, as former crusades, is an ample
alunid;:inn of this t{mbi ‘‘Mormonism"’
may opposed by bigotry, supersti-
tion, religious prejudice or judicial in-
tolerance; not by law, equity or the
Constitution. If the Constitution and
the inalienable rights of man could be
disposed of, ‘“Mormonism’” might ap-
pear in other colors, and might not be
80 difficult a problem, for while the
‘“Mormons’’ abide law and do right, it
is impossible to condemn them by laws
that are enacted to punish wrong-doers
and violators of law.

From the above we learn that there
are certain inalienable rights possessed
by man. It may be said further, that
he is born into the world with them;
that they are inherent; that, as he pos-
gesses the power to breathe the free air
of life, and as the blood of life flows
through his arteries and veilns, and
permeates every part of the body, 8o is
this right born into the world with man
and he esses it iuherently; that, as
the child or person breathes, ulaeping
or waking, and as the blood flows with-
out the direction or contrel of the will
of any individual, so he brings into the
world with him, as an inheritance from
his Heavenly F’nthar, eertain inaliena-
ble rights; and that as every individaal

& the right to breathe, and to

iave the blood circulate, so every indi-
vidaal in every community in all the
world inherits this inestimable, God-
ven right, and like the breath or
lood, he carries it with him wherever
he goes, and no person, no. Totanhto,
prince or president, no legislature, no
vernment, no tribunal or court can
egitimately dispossess him of this
right. It is inherited from God and
must not be interfered with by man.
As every interference with or stoppage
of the blood or breath, in the natural

of

‘body, produces distress, disorder and

convulsions in the system, so every in-
terference with this inherent right of
man, produces convulsions in the body

litie; and the unpatural attempts of

ings, emperors, presidents, legisla-
tares, judges, governors or autocrats to
interfere with thissacred, eternal, God-
given right, have been productive of all
the oppressions, bloodshed, injustice,
war, carnage and desolation, the tears,
groans and misery with which the
world has' been carséd.  As when the
lungs are diseased, the blood or breath
ia obstructed, wa&_tinﬁ, weakness, in-
firmity, convulsions, decay, and ﬁpath
ensue in proportion o the m:lifnity.nf
the disease, so when the inalienable
rights of man are obstructed or inter«
fered with; in like proportion does the
body - politic suffer, and the nation or
people that permit it encou 8 gan-:
grene, a viper, that is gnawing at the
very vitals of the system, and will nat-

urally result in anarchy, confasion,
ae:knm ac:;_nnd dlni:mo It is

| decay a . .
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ments. of destruetion. within them-
selves;’" and this, in fact, is the princi-
pal element of destruction that is found
among all nations, for, so far as they
interfere with this inherent, God-given
right, they open the flood-gates of
error, and injustice, tyranny, oppres-
sion and corruption follow iIn its
train, anarchy, confusion and revolt
eusue, and weakness and desolation
are the result. Well, then, might the
framers of the Declaration of Indepen-

ence proclaim that ‘“‘all men are borm
free and equal, and possess cerfain in-
which are life

alienable rights, nmunf
liberty and the pursuit of hnpplnau.'i
Let these flow unobstructed and all is
right; let them be obstructed or inter-
fered with, and all is wrunf. All men
have the right of life, the right of liber-
ty and the right to pursue happiness,
and no man or set of men s a
just power to deprive them of this
right. Thie right belongs to every in-
dividual man, is inherent in him, and
i= the gift of God.

Our fathers discovered that all go-
vernments derive their just power from
the con-ent of the governed. The res-
publica, or public business or power of
» nation, of a republie, derives its autho-
rity from the people. The very term
representative implies, as Webster has
it, ‘‘an agent, deputy or substitute, who
suapp'ies the place of another, or others;
being invested with his or their autho-
rity.” It has kEeen well said by an emi-
nent author that, ‘‘all delegated power
is trust; and all assumed power is usur-
pation. A Constitution is not the act
of the Government; but of a people
constituting a Government.” Assum-
ing the above hypothesis to be right,
and no man can succesefully dispute it,
what becomes of the action of our Fed-
eral officers? Liberty
in the clanging of bells, the sound of
trumpets, the beat of drums, the rear-
ing of tall liberty poles, in parade, and
pomp, and glitter, and show, nor in the
declamation of demagogues nor the
sanctity of courts, nor in quoting exten-
sively from the dusty tomes of the ju-
dicial dead; but in the preserving of
these righis to the people, and preserv-
ing intact as the living inheritance of
man. Every man that sustains these

rineciples is the friend of freedom and

umanity, and every one who opposes
them, whether among Autocrats, Mon-
archies or Republics, is & disturber of
the peace, a sower of discord, an enemy
of mankind and of God.

But as this article is already suffi-
ciently long, and as I propose to say
more on this subject, I will conclude by
asking a question or two.

There is said to be a hundred thou-
sand inhabitants in this Territory.
How many of them had a voice in the
selection of the present Federal Officera?
Not one.

There is a Grand Jury here—out of
one hundred thousand *‘‘ Mormons,”
how many of them gsat on this (Grand
Jury? Notone. It is not surprising
therefore, that with such a Gourt and
guch a :lury, the following opinion
should be given by his Honor Chief
Justice J. B, McKean, and, as his honor
has desired us to keep this in view, I
o repeat it—

i1t is therefore proper to say, that
while the ease at bar is called the People
righam Young, its other and

does not consist

versus B
real title is Federal Authority versus Po-

lygamic Theocracy.”’

Respectlully, &c.,
JOHN

.

WANTED A MILITARY EscorT,~The fol-
lowing is & portion of a dispateh from Salt
Lake to the New York Herald—

Judge McKean insfructed counsel to
consult together and fix upon the time for
going to trial., No day has yet been settled
u;;on. - The trial 1 doubtless come off
within six weeks or two months, The
other cases of a like nature will not be
tried before thatof Brigham Young is com-
pleted.

Judge O. ¥, Strickland, United States
Marshal Patrick and anumber of attorneys
left for Provo City this morning, where &
Court for the Second Judieial District will
be opened to-morrow. General De Trobri-
and was asked for a cavalry escort, but he
refused. Tke United States Marshal says
itis im ible for him to make arrests
there without military sapport.

If the Msrshal said so, eveats have prov=-
ed that he said what was not justified by
the facts, The facts are that he could make
no arrests in his midnight raid with mili:
tary, but when he went without military
he could and did make arrests.

-~ -
Taey MisTtaAxp.—The Omaha Herald
does not think, a8 some ple do, t

TAYLOR.

“Mormonism’’ will die early. It says— .
Those who think that the Church of the
Latter Day Saiats will die with its ablest

hold
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