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power of the Holy Ghost achieving lhe
same resnlt, For tbat aopgust arrival
may we all be ready—our lamps burning,
if it be in the night; our shouts of wel-
come ready, if it be 1o tbe day.

If Christ ever does como lo reign on

earlh persopally, I think it will be
on this cotlinent; for if oo Eu-
rope or Asla he descended 1t

would be among this nation or that na-
tion; bat on thia coninent all nations are
gathered; and it would be a roceplion on
the part of all kingdoms, and all mon-
archier and all republicr. What & place
to sat up His kingdom, mid way between
the Alleghany and 1he Rocky! abd Asla
would send to Him itscontribution from
the one side, and Enrope would send to
Him its contribution from the other side
—and a oniversal kingdom. Mr. Orton
a little while before his death, presented
to me a tolegraphic chart which sarprised
me amazingly., But much bas gone oo
sloee that time to make lbe map a atitl
more wonderfulexhibition, sbowing that
the thme is haslening on when some onae
wlil be akle to pnt bis finger upon the
knob ot one telegraphio insirament and
tbrill all oations with the one touch.
But bowever Carist may come, and
whenever He mav come and whorever
He may come, let gs all be ready.

It will be ooticed that Dr. Talmage
agmite that hie aggualntance wilh Lhe
sobject is ae yel not intimale eoough
to warrant bim to spesk autboritative-
1y, but he flode it resscnable to sup-
pose that the history of the world
should end se it commence’—wlth
God as the supreme ruler an:d that the
divine tule on earth ehould have ils
center on thie continent. Io thie view
be touches genulnesorintorslground,
according to which Cbriet aecended
to heaven, until the times of the ree-
toration of all things (Acts 8: 21); and
he also sonounces a prineiple of truth

firet revealed to Joseph the Pro-
phet. It 18 impoeelble to read
intelligently the ©bislory of onr

cozntry from ite discovery lo the pree-
enttime, without feeling that ae Palee-
tine in snclent times wae eet apart for
tbe education of the naticns, nececsary
as 8 preliminary Lo the firet proclama-
tlon of the Goepel ot Jesus Obriet, so
this Couniry has Geen chosen DY the
Almighty as s preparatory sobool for
the world, with the floal eatabllek-
maent of the unlversal relgn, of the
Lord onearih in view.

The propbstie declaratlons concern-
jug this great coange in buman affairs,
itmust be sdmitted, are often obacure
and bave given rlee to a varlety of
copjectures among Bible siudents. But
there are some general featuree boldly
drawn by the Prophets and eaelly die-
cernible, smong the lees clear detalle,
and on tbose nearly all agree. A few
of them may be briefly stated:

The New Testarnent writers clearly
taught that the Church of Christ, al-
though He was given all power in
beaven and on earth, ebould experl-
ence a loog period of trowble And con-
flict. When the firel adversaries, tbe
Jewe, had been overthrown, the great
enpemy of the Bon of GQod ehounld
employ sgainst it other agencles—
world)y policy, pereecutlon and false
doctrine. Btil §t sbould aiwayes be
upder divine protection, so that al}
opporing forces phould at lust we over.
tbrown. Tbey reprecent that there is
B8 Dever-ceasSiDg connection belween
the vieible and invinble world, mes-
seBgers of mercy or of wrath earrylog
out the will ot Him who occupier Lbe
seal of power in heaven. They teach

that the Charch after a long period of
trinle ehall attalu honor, peace and
bappiness and that at last the follow-
ers of Christ, of every age and
country, shall be united in one glorl-
obssociety, enjoyling everlasting bappr-
peer. Such ere tbe great trutbhe re-
vealed, How It all shali be brought
about can ke perfectly clear only a8 I
trapepiree, but to a mind open to Lruth,
it 15 as plaln as day thst the Lord even
now le preparing the world for the ac-
compliebmen: of His great putposes.
We bhave beard the voice of the
heralds of the second adveni; It is un-
mistakable as was Lhe volce of that
mertyr by the nanke of the Jordano,
wbo celled upon the people lo prepare
for the firat coming of the King ot
glory. Already slzoe of His spproach
are visible oo ail bhande. let the
Haints be prepared, unshaken In their
iaith, united jo thelr purpoees and an-
defiled fu their hearts and copeciences,

A PLAIN VIEW OF THE CASE.

There is one aspect of all this aglta-
tion concerving the recent episile or
declaration of the General Authorities

vof the Church on the subject of
Cburch discipline which deserves Lo
be remembered and thought upobo,
oot only by members of the Cburch
iteelt but aleo by the honest-hearted of
all other secies who LaEe interest 1o Lthe
question., This agpect of ibe case mny
be bricfly stated thus:

The leading officers of tbhe Church,
cajled ae they and the Latter-day
Bainta believe by the Aimigbty, and
alep suelaiped by the upanimous vole
of the wmembers at the ereml-announl
(General Conferences, ars suppoeed to
ne guided in all tbeir officlal acts by
the Bpirit of the Liord snd to do poth-
ing contrary to the Intent, geniue and
principlee of the Qospel. If they are
no! thus coneistent and dutiful, they
are not entitled to and would not re-
celve the voiee of the Baints, and oan-
not enjoy the epirit of thelr high call-
18g. On Ibe other band, when they
do receive the united eupport of each
otber and of their fellow membere,and
by their life and walk and aots prove
that they enjoy the spirlt of thelr
office, tbey are entitled to and will be
strepgthened by the faith, esteem and
obedience of thelr assocletec—they ure
in the line of duty, they bave the ap-
proval of their own consoiences, and
thbe opDomislukable evidencea of the
frulfe of the Bplirit follow thelr miniz-
tratlone.

Now then: when out of lwenty-five
lesding authoritier of the Church who
are presenl or sttainable at Lhe
lateet Cooference In Lhis city,
twenty-four elgu their names o &
document reiterating tbeir adheelon Lo
an orlgluosl Gospel principle and re-
asserting & well-understood rule ol
Church diecipllne, and when at the
very same meeting wbere thie docu-
went |8 read atd approved, the slgners
are agaln sualained by the upllited
hands of their fellow membera in the
poeitione to which they bhave heen
calied, lhe altilude of au unwilling or
recalelirant member then or lwo or
three weeks Inter on the said doosument
peed not be in the Jeast degree
mieunderslooy. Whether he be 1p
Balt Lake Qity, or Provo, or Tocele, or
any where e¢lee—and whether he be

high or Jow or not at ail ln tbe Priest-
boud—ble action 18 susceptible of buk
one view, That view is that in hls
Individaal judgment the twenty-foar
leading authorities referred to were
wrong, and the body of the Church
wae wrong, Dot only o approving the
Jocument but also in voting o sustain
the nuthorities aforesaid. By his op-
posing vote on the document in ques-
tion be virtaally Jeclares his ugwlli-
ingoese to suslaln those who signed i}
acd there 18 neliber martyrdom
por #ny B8pecial beroism about his
splt, He exerciees the (ree Agenoy
which beloogs to bim and whion the
Cburch has never sought improperly
to restrain.

But—here j8 Lhe kernel of the whole
question—i! by thus actiong he refuses
to eustain bis Church leaders and those
whbom hie assoClates in the Church
have voted to accept BAnd support as
leaders, he moet not be sarprised if
Ibey and ail bie other CrLurch asspel-
ates refuse to sustaln bim. By his
own act be declares himeelf to e ont
of harmony with them and fheir prin-
¢lples—at leset in part, [t would be
woree than childish for him tp expecl,
alter such an exhivition, that they on
their part could extend to him the hand
of tuil fellowabip, when he witnholde
it from them—Iif he bas his sepses he
must koow that be and they cagoot
pleasantly travel the same path to-
gether.

Msny people and press-writezs, who,
not belng membera of 1he Church
gaonot therefore fully undersiand
ite rulee and obligstlone, assume to
epeak wisely or tremblingly andg yet
foo)ishly avout the class of incidents
we bave referred lo. We advise them
to lcok at the matter from the stapd-
poiut we bave attempted to defipe, Ef
tihey are Ialr-mloded, whatever they
may tbiok about the “‘declaration,’’
tbey will bave to admit thut It havipg
Lveen promulgated by the authorities,
accepted by the people, and the former
agaln sustained by the latterta vote,
there is nothlng for those who refuee
to accept it and thue refuse to sustaio
the authoritles who elgned it, but to
stepdown without whinlng, and that
in eny such sction tbere 35 nothing
whalever upon which to base B sepas-
tlon or iry to make a fuss.

—_— .

CONYENTION OF FOUNDRYMEN.

The Foundrymen?s association of
Poiladelpbls, under whose auspices
tho firet Natlonal Convention of
Foundrymen ever beld in the [ pited
Btates 1s to be condoocted in the
Quaker Cily on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thbursasy, May 12,13 and 14, an-
ncunces preparatinns completed for
the event. The convention maker Do
distinotion sa Lo delegates who may or
may not be union members; its object
ia stated to be to bring about & more
friendly feeling among the foundry men
of the gouniry, to allow of the pre-
sentation and discusstons of papers on
interestiog subjects, and to epcourage
the formatlon of foundrymen’s associa-
tione all over the Union, for diecursion
of snd instruction in this branch of
mechanice, believing that good resulte
will follow.

The first meeting will be held on the
aiterooon of May 12, and will open
wilh an addrees of welcome by Francla




