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COL. MILLS’ FIGHT WITH THE

INDIANS.

CAMP ON OWL CREEK,
Dakota, Sept. 10, 1876.

Two fights with the hostile Bioux
occurred yesterday., A band of
about 150 braves was surprised at
dawn, their village destroyed and
their ponies captured by a detach-
ment of the Third Cavalry under
Col. Anson Mills. The main col-
umn under General Crook, over-
took the troops in advance about
noon, and about 8 o’clock it was
attacked by Indians belonging to
the neighboring villages, mumber-
ing about 500,

One soldier and one scout were
killed in that engagement, aond
eight soldiers wounded, one of
whom died this morning. About
forty Bioux were killed and twenty-
one were made captives.

The column marched three days
southwards from Heart River,
through a _constant storm of cold
rain, with meagre rations meted
out to hungry palates. BSeveral
hundred worn-out horses were
abandoned on the marchyand on
this day the famishing =soldiers
broke from their ranks to kill them,
in order to secure the meat.

(General Crook despatched 150
men of the Third Cavalry to guard
the pack train to Deadwood City
and load with supplies to relieve
the troops. The service was ex-
tremely hazardous, because of the
multitude of small trails discoveied
by the scouts, which all turped to-
wards the Black Hills, and a con-
centration of the Indian foreces
upon the detachment was feared.
The detail for this service was not
made larger, because there were no
more horses in command whose
strength was equal to the rapid
marching il required. Col. Mills
was in command, and I accom-
panied his little force, which was
divided into two battalions, under
Lieutenants Crawford and Von
Lenwitz,

Although wearied with three
days’ marches of thirty-five miles
each, the detachment left camp in
the evening in a thick mist, which
interfered seriously with its pro-
gress. Frank Gruaid, the scout,
guided its course. A storm was
raging, and several halts were ne-
cessary in order to eonsult the com-
pass; but the clouds suddenly broke
and the north star appeared. We
camped at one o’clock. The storm
continuned the next day. About
thirty miles from the main eolumn
Gruard discovered indieations of
the proximity of an Indian village,
as we were approaching Slim
Buttes, and we halted on the table
land, concealed behiud a knoll
The Indians were watched while
they were herding their ponies, of
which there were great numbers;
but it was doubtful how many
braves were in the party. Colonel
Mills desired to attack them at
once; butaftera consideration, fear-
ing the band might be much stron-
ger than it appeared, he determined
to wait until daybreak. Every
precaution was taken to prevent
the enemy from discovering us.
We marched back two miles, and
bivouacked ‘in a pocket formed by
two canyons in the deep mud, and,
drenched with batiering rain. The
plan of attack was fully digested.
Lieutenants Crawford and Von
Lenwitz were to get positions on
two sides of the hollow in which
was the wvillage before its inhabit-
ants should awake. Their men
were to be dismounted a mile’s dis-
tance from the village, the horses
to-be left there in charge of the
packers, and the troops were to
advanceeautiously on foot. Twenty-
five mounted men were led by
Lieuteuant Schwalka. Lieutenant

Bubb ‘was to remain in charge of
the mules and horses.

Du'rlndg the night seyeral alarms
occurfed, At 2 o’clock all was in

readiness, and the detachment

in the chill, wet darkness, straining
the ear in vain for the sound of the
fray, was full of dread, anxious sus-
pense,

The dawn had not begun, when
a white soldier, patrolling a hill,
espied a horseman coming at full
gallop toward us. It at first appear-
ed to be an Indian, but proved to
be Captain Jack, the scout, whe
said the fight had begun, and we
were to advance as rapidly as pes-
gible. We dashed forward through
the mist and reached a reund top of
blufls, from whence we saw flashes
of guns a mile below, while now
and again dull detonations reached
us against the breeze. Here we met
Gruard and a private, whe brought
an order frem Col. Mills todespateh
a courier to General Crook imme-
diately, asking reinforcements.
Two men volunteered for this ser-
vice and galloped off to execute
the order. We then advanced iuto
the valley under fire. The fusilade
was continuous, and bullets came
whizzing from nearly every accliv-
ity., A low ridge hid the village
from view, and at its foot were
herded 200 captured ponies. Gain-
ing the ridge the fire upon us be-
came pearer fora time, but well
restrained by our skirmishers com-
manding the village. The attack
had been accideutally precipi
tated. - The trvops had advanced
in double column for two miles,
when they came within sight
of the herd of Indian ponies; the
animals were frightened,and rushed
like a hurricamse toward the village.
The accident caused a chavge in
the method of attack to be ordered
immediately., LieutenantSchwat-
ka, with his twenty-five men,
dashed forward at a thundering
gallop, and close upon the heels of
the penies, swept through the
crowd of lodges. A strange sound
was heard, produced by the cutting
of the lodge skins with Kkunives,
quickly followed by the reports ol
guns, and the Indians were seen
scrambling up the steep banks and
into the gullies, with yells of dis-
may.

Hardly was Schwatka well oul

Von Lentwitz’s men opened fire,
and their balls riddled the tee;.ee~
before their occupants were fairly
awakened. Owing to the precipi-
tate attack Von Lentwitz had not
time to secure his as~iguned position
on the further side of the ¢reek,
and the effect of a cross fire, there-
fore, was not gained, and the Indi-
ans who escaped in that direction
secreted themselves and acted as
sharpsheoters, Schwatka had cap-
tured the main portion of the herd,
but many ponies had escaped. A
few were caught by the Bioux, who
began to ride around on the hills
firing at the troops where they
happened to be most exposed.
Others were seen to canter away
over the bluffs in the west. It was
surmised they were going to raise
tue neighboring bands to their as-
sistance, and preparations were
strenuously made for a desperate
defence of the position command-
ing the village until General Croek
with his colamn should arrive.
Lieutenants Crawferd and
Schwatka made repeated charges
which drove the Sioux from those
points from which their fire was
annoying. They both muade rapid
explorations of the hills to gather
up stray pcnies so that they should
not be secured by the Indians. I
these they had many pistol en-
counters with the Indians, "and
forced them to retire repeatedly.

{ The gallantry displayed by both of

these officers was splendid.

In the action «t the village, there
had been several casuailties among
our troops, as follows:— |
Private A Midburry, alias “Wea-
sel,”” was Killed by a bullet in the
head and an arrow in the body.

I Charles Foster, wounded severe-
y

Sergeant Kirkwood, wonnded.

Augustus Dorn

Most of the fighting had ceased
when the sun was up.

At four o'clock a second courler
was sent back mounted on a stron
Indian pony, to hasten Genera
Crook., Two soldiers and myself
volunteered to go, and one of the

was occupied by the soldiers, but
not until the Indians were driven
from a steep hill ecommanding its
approach. The booty was safely
inspected and removed.
Lieutenant Crawford was sent
with nine cavalrymen to charge

sines, and while he was makivg a
cireuit through a hollow to escape
observation they opened conversa-
tion with our interpreter by sheut-
ing overtures to a truce. Stabber,
a chief, said, “J am tired of fight-
Summer; want to to agency
again.”
the approach of Crawford’s party,
who went up the mountain cheer-
ing and received a volley. They
killed two Indians with their pis
tols. The wails of the equaws who
were hidden in the hill were heard
at intervals,

The pack train was led into the

g0

former was selected. The village|

them, the braves holding the hill-|

He was iuterrupted by | waslying on a dead infant,

reigned. The ravine was full of !

Indians, wh

o, after the first charge
in the mnrnfng,

had fled there to
hide. The volley wounded Private
Kennedy of the FifthCavalry. The
siege became more tragic and earn-
est. Captain Munson was foremost
peering over the steep bank into
the ravine, when he alip(fed in
through a dense bramble and found
himselfamong the Indians. The dry
water bed was narrow and deep and
hidden with brush, Several war-
riors lay face downward in this
trench, and had built small breast
works across it with mud and roots.
Behind these were a score of squaws
and children. BSome of these were
wounded, and the mud was drench-
ed and bushes spattered with their
blood.

Munson gallantly seized a squaw,

ing; have had enough of it thisjand putting her papoose on his

One buck
Mun-
son had barely a glimse of the in-
terior of this strange stronghold,
and then dodged back to escape the
muzzles of five guns over his head.
Bullets hissed both ways, the sol-
diers pressing forward to ire, They
several times swayed backward
before the fire of the Indians, and

back shoved her out.

correspoadent,
all doing

of their range than Crawford ana |

|

the roar of musketry was like that
at Antietam.

Baptiste, the Pawnee scout, dash-
ed in and caught two other squaws
and a young brave. They said the |
rest twuuld surrfnder, butd wlﬁau

uarter was again proposed they
EERWEI‘E{!‘ withgbulleta.

John White, known as Buffalo
White, a friend and follower of
Buffalo Bill, was shot through the
bheart.

Baptiste just escaped a ball, to
kill the savage who fired it, and
scalped him in an instant.

A talk was meanwhile held with
t1e women who had been rescued.

The letters which I quote, found | Oue of them, who was wounded,
on the bodies, are an ironical eom- | said she would gointo the ravine
mentary on Indian policy:— and induce the Indians still alive

. to surrender. She went, and soon
SPOTTED TAIL AGENCY, after led out a forlorn looking group.
Jan, M4, 1876. | There were several squaws and two

The bearer of ‘this, Stabber, be- | hucks, one of them' named Black
longing to this agency, will travel | Wolf.  On entering the stronghold
no:th to visit his people. He will | there were found three dead squaws
return to this ageney within I]i[]{-:fy and one dead brave, American
days, without disturbing any white | Horse or Iron' Shields was found

village and loaded with 6,000 pounds
of dried meats and fruits found
there. The lodges were full of
splendid robes, bead work. deer
and elk skips, guns, ammunition,
saddles, &c¢., &e. But trophies of
far more signifieance were there.
Col. Mills took from a lodge the
guidon of Custer’s cavalry, the
overcoat of a slaughtered officer of
the Seventh Cavalry was found,
and several saddles of troopers kill-
ed on the Little Horn, while the
horses in the berd bore the mark of
the devoted regiment.

CERTIFICATES OF LOYALTY,

Two companies of the Fifth Cav-

alry, acting as rear guard, surprised
a small body of Indians who ven-
tured from their hiding place, sup-

aning the camp deserted. Beven
raves were killed.

Private Wadden was wounded in
the leg.

A march of twelve miles was
made to-day. Some of the wound-
ed squaws were left among the
ruins of the village, where their
friends will find them,

Captain Jack killed and scalped'
an Indian a mile from the column.
during the engagement of yester..
day afternoon.

Captured Indianssay Sitting Bull:
has crossed the Yellowstone, and
that the other bands are returning:
to the agencies. The captured
horses have been distributed among

persons engaged in the capture of

the village. One formerly belong-.
ing to Custer’s cavalry fell to your
The wounded are-
well. They are carried on
mule litters furnished with captur-
ed furs and blankets.—New ¥York
Herald.

By Te

AMERICAN.

CHICAGO, 25.—The special poestal.
railway commission, appointed un-
der the act of Congress passed last
session, convened here this morn-
ing. The commission consists of
Gardiner J. Hubbard, of Mass,, F.
W. Palmer, of Ills.,and Eamuai M.
Fox, of Penna, They heard John
McArthur, Postmaster at Chicago,
John M. Iriubba.rd, General Supt. of
letter carriers in Chicago, George S.
Bangs, late general superintendent
of postal railway transportation.and
Hugh Riddle, General Supt, and
Vice President of the Chicago, Rock
Island and Pacifiec Railroad Com-
pany.

The Tribune’s Washington special
says: The Republican Congressional
committee,to-day, received the fol-
lowing dispatch— ..

. “Aberdeen, Miss., Sept. 24.
. ““The Republican meeting in Ok-

egraph.

man. If he need any little thing, | horritly wounded in the abdomen.

you will not lose by giving it to| He was brought out and ecared for
him. This js true,

F. C. BOUCHER.

WHITESTONE AGENCY,
D. T., Feb,, 1876.

To ANY URITED RBTATES INDIAN

AGENT:—

Thisis to certi’y that Charging
Crow, an [ndran belengiog to San-
tee’s band, is a true man to terms
of treaty and uses all his influence
with his people to do right. I cheer-
fully recommend bim to favorable
consideration of all.

Yours respectfally.

A. A. HOwWARD, :
United States Iudian Agent.,

The couriers sent to Crook met
him en his march. He hastened'
forward as fast as his jaded and
hungry troops could come. Feor
two days the flesh of horses has|
been issued to them for food. at
noon the column appeared and
gladdened the eyes of Colonel Mills
and his detachment; who were in-|
stanily expectant of ‘an attack by
the Indians in (force. Firing had|
ceased, except occasionul sghots
from tim ravine on the west side of

morning. The captives were twen-
ty-oue in number.
surrendered they seemed to expect
immediate death. A squaw dis-
covered her dead papnosein a tepee,
and was a picture of intense woe.
Captives said that Crazy Horse’s
village wus on the other sideof Slim
Buttes, and that some of their peo-
ple had gone to bring his band to
their assistance.  About three
o'cloek mounted. Indians began to
swarm on the ridges and attacked
{ the camp. They made strong ef-
orts to find a weak point in our
skirmish ‘lime, which had been
thrown across the village, making |
a circuit of the whole command.
Firing was rapid for two hours, ‘An |
attempt was made to cut off Lieu-
tenant Sibley, who had charge of
some led horses in rear of the col-
umn, and was just approaching
camp, but they failed. '
A battalion of infantry

of four

lantly earried several difficult points
of the Buottes, charging the mount-
?d imfi}ihui_’ on l?i:th and p‘uuiring
thevillage, where it was supposed | ‘oM the crests which they gained
a single wounded Indian lay, de- | & t¢rible fite upon e Abﬂut!
termined to sell his life dearly. . | tWenty Indians were killed on t(tins
During the merning soldiers had Fmﬂ%ﬁ?hﬂ camp. The *?ﬂ"ﬂlil'y lg
been killed by shiots from the rav- ®qual execution. Our skirmis
ine. - General Crouk détermined to ) 1€ 8round the camp was ubout
éateh the Indian alive, and »vapsed | ¥'* milé_@:__lung,' and’ as El'iﬁm"girﬁu
the interpreter to make & promise ”}E ﬂg';;h “rﬁgft’!.?“s ’ﬁﬂ,ﬂ?ﬂﬂ‘ nu-
of life to him. Buliéts were the | ©Y" t?orﬂh y 10 A e hinl‘:;gét
only reply. Soldiers posted behind | Urove the Sloux over the highes

bim oun the opposite bank had pour- ridge occupled by them ‘with ring-
ed their fire into the m.iug“ for ing cheers. The casualtiés on owy

bours, but still the I[odian’s guu side in these afternoon fights were

wasmot silenced. Passing from the | fOUT: s '
ridge to the village soldiers were " Privates E‘;t:d ?;?gﬁgmth In-
saluted by bullets. Troops weie antry, wou g.

by the surgeons, but died ¢this|wounded b
When thﬂ, Eiﬁﬂippi,

companies, under Major Burt, gal- |

with the added pe

tebbet, was broken up last night,
and four negroes Killed and several
y the democrats,”
District Attorney Walter, of Mis-
telegraphed . Altorney
General Taft as follows: As Man-
ning and myself, nominees for
(ongress, were about giving our
aineteenth joint discussion, to-day,
a white man cudgelled a negro,
and the whites opened fire on a
large colored squad in the audience.
Five colored and two whites are
reported shot. After the snootip
I offered to speak, but declared
should as usual denounce the demo-
cratic violence. The officers then
advised the crowd to disperse and
they did so. This affair occurred
some time ago, but the details were
iuppreased, and bave just reached
ere.

Distriet Attorney Wslton de-
clares the attack was unprovoked
and unpardonable. -

PROVIDENCE, R, I., 25.<In the-
United States Circuit Court,to-day,
Judge Knowles delivered the opin-
ion of the court, Judges Clittord
and Knowles, in the ease of an'&c-
tion at law, United States vs. Row-
land G. Hazard. The action is one
of debt, to recover the sum of
$17,451 for defendant’s income tax
in 1868. Defendant jplends in bar
to the recovery of the payment by
him of the assessment made by the
United BStates assistant assessor,
nalty of fifty per
cent. Upited States AttorneyGard-

s | per demurred to this and ofher

pleas, and the opinion of the Court,
to-day, sustains the demurrer. fol-

lowing the principle of the décision
of the United States Supreme Court
in the case of

6 Dollar Savings

Bank vs. the United States. ‘The

j# important as it is the first

y severely wound- ry, g’ml‘ instituted to Tecover a tax after

the citizen had paid a tax assessed
by a United States Assessor, with
50 per cent. penalty. 'I'he judgment
of the court sustains sucl action.
NEW ORLEANs, 25. — The How-

formed ranks, In profound dark-
ness, fog and rain itad vanced slow-
ly to the position of the previous
evening, and there halting, the'
guide went forward to find the way
to the viliage. After waiting haif

deployed below the mouth of the Sergeant Scribner, Fifth Caval

ravine to make the approsch cau.| Wounded i the thigh. .
tiously. They cmw!e-{ll),pwith load- | Private Dorn,' Fifth 'Cavalry,

ed guns. | Bullet after ballet . ws- wounded in the hip and arm,

sent over- their heads froma the}  'Lhe spoil of the Tﬂlagb not use-
depth of the ravine and they.,re- | ful for subsistence was distributed

ed.

Lieuntenant A. H. Von Lentwitz,
severely wounded in the knee, at
evening,

Sergeant Idwards Glass, severely
wounded in the right arm.

—~———

an Rour he emerged out of the ob-|  (yyrno ) i not-si ‘ ‘captured it. ti &

: ral Edw: . turned but dia not silenpe the fi anong the men WwRo ‘Capture ard Association, in response to a
geurity again,and we again moved. .nugmlfy wnundei:l ol - The excitement spread thron ;11 t?e [ts provision of mea% and fruit wili | telegram from Or. Bru ras, who left
f:fter a second halt the mulesand | [ jvite Willlam Dubois, slightly |eamp and the mouth of ‘the ravine | Support the troops until’'we reach | here on Saturday under their aus-
Norses, with about thirty men, of wounded. ; Y Liisbiiine this fLens Uf & crowd. Sey. | the Black Hills The lodges and |pices with nurses for Brunswick,

whom I wasone, remained behind,

Colonel Mills took and oceupied | eral officers joined in the siege, the | debris were then burned. During

while the main body advanced. At
the first seund of firing we were to
advance rapidly, but cautiously,
and if the enemy proved too strong
we were to secure and hold some
favorable point uuntil  relieved.
There was in these arrangewen s
an anticipation of another disasier
like that which bsfell Custer and
Gis gallant Seventh. The wsiting

overlookingy

another was sdvarced to

every point used by the enemy to
annoy our troops, and caused rifle
piis to be dug with the only «hovel
which bad been brought. I was
placed in charge of oue, with two
men in it,en one of the rilges
the village, while
a4 point

cryed as gn out

beyoud, which g
yost. -

¥ 1 the spiot, and the wildert confurion

stronghold wasapproached by hun-
dreds of eager soldiers wuden the
delusion that they were to seo an
[ndian made prisoner. e )
Hitherto only single sbhots ha
ceuie from within; but suddenly
thei® was a vo! ey sent through the
apprbaching troops, which caused
an ijgdescribable rush away from

the night the 'Indians sent a few |and eight nurses  to-
shots into camp. 'This morning the | dispat

work of destruction was complet. pq]f;[g
burned. [ are wanted.

ed, Many fine robes we!
The Indians indulged a - little
sharpshooting with no effect.

The column took up the march
with flanks - carefully guarded
against any attempt of the Siou
recapture the pricon=rs antl pon

:e,g gent two additional JJhysiuinna

ay. The
gays the destitution’ is ap-
oreé muires and money

B, Lovuis, 25.—The democrats of

the second congressional district

of this eity had a very stormy and
bitter time in their couvention this

x to | afternpoon, between thi¢ friends of
ey, | Bravtys Wells, the prevent incam-




