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ticul arly near its base hence the picture
of desolation is not so perfect now as it
was for some time after the eruption

while still gazing upon the wonders
of nature the fast falling shades of the
hills upon the placid and cream colored
waters of taraweraTarawera reminded us that
the day was spent that the sun was dis-
appearing below the western horizon
and the overhanging clouds also gave us
reasonto believe that the night would
be a dark one and here we were in a
strange uninhabited volcanic country
eleven miles away from the nearest hu-
man habitations so we beat a retreat
and started on our return trip at a time
that we according to the stable mans
addeaidea ought to have been at our quarters
as he had assured us that it was a very

unpleasant thing to be found out on
the steep mountain slopes of the tara
wera country after night fall retracing
our steps we soon reached the top of
the hill or divide thence passed down
to the site of the ruined villavillagecle
once more feasted on cherries
and then walked briskly back tto
Ro in the darkness qtof the night
arriving at our destination itat io10 p m
we met with no accident and had
not sat down to rest once on our sample
twenty two mile walk but our soft euro-
pean bed felt unusually comfortable
that night

friday january loth we visited the
government sanitarium and other points
of interest the country around
has been the scene otof several hot con-
tests and battles between different tribes
of maorislaoris and hunhundredsdreas of people have
been slain at different times out to-
ward the centre of lake is a
good sized island called which
torjor many generations was the strong-
hold olof the arabas and where they gen-
erally were able to defend themselves
against their powerful enemies from the
north who were in the habit of evading
the country in almost north america
indian fashion on one occasion the
great chief bongi from the north landed
in the lands otof the arabas on the east
coast and after beating the latter in a
number of battles they retreated to their
island strongholdstrong hold where they defied
their enemies to follow but bongi who
was a great warrior at once gave orders
to have his war canoes brought over-
land from the east coast to lake Ro
crossed over to with his big
army and slew the arabas ex

great slaughter there are
also several beautiful maori legends
connected with this island the arabas
still dwell in this renowned lake coun-
try and some otof them have embraced
the fullness of the gospel and consti-
tute part of the membership of the

district the arabas derive
their name from a large canoe of that
name which was one of the seven tradi-
tional canoes on which the maorlaorismaorisIsi

reached new zealand from their former
home in hawalkaHaw aika

the country is included in
that missionary division of the north
island of new zealand which is known
as the district this district
comprises three branches otof the church
called respectively Pokerimumu
rata andancl with a total
membership of 99 or souls including
children who have been blessed but not
baptized two are europeans the rest
maorislaoris elder david H packard is
now the president of the district suc-
ceeding elder christian petersen in that

capacity and elder william W mc-
donald is his traveling companion the
district embraces a tract of country bor-
dering on the bay of plenty which is on
the east coast of the north island the
coast line extends from on the
southeast to katikatikalikatiKati kati on the northwest
inland it extends to and includes the
country surrounding the great taupo
lake the largest fresh water sheet in
new zealand this lake is in a mountain-
ous country near the centre of the north
island

the Puke rimu branch consists of the
saints residing in the native villages of
Puke rimu Otaranania gaitanwaitangiWai tangisi and
aurea judea Puke rimu is situated
about one half mile southeast of the
european settlement of te puke which
is eighteen miles southeast of the sea
port town of Taw ranga and about
thirty seven miles dorth of Ro the
famous government health resort de-
scribed above the Puke rimu branch
was first organized in september 1895
by elders charles 0 anderson and
francis H wright in 1893 it absorbed
the neighboring waitangiWaitangi branch and is
now the largest and most important
branch in the district it is the
headquarters of the elders laboring in
that district

the Puke tarata branch consists of the
saints residing in the village of
ata and vicinity the village named is
situated about twelve miles north of the
town of taupo on the road to Aleamuri
or about eighty miles from Puke rimu
the branch was organized september

1887 by elders william gardner
and henry J manning

the branch consists of
some native saints residing inin chaki
waiotapu and a number of other villages
the village of is now de-
funct it was situated on the waikato
river about eighteen miles below the
point where it leaves the taupo lake or
twelve miles up the river from Atea muri
or thirty three miles south of Ro
the branch is an out-
growth of the Puke tarata branch and
was organized december nthaith 1887

this localocalitylity is celebrated for its boil-
ing springsspringsal geysers and terraces which
overhang the river adjacentadjacent to the maori
village and for its remarkable alum cave
which has been visited by a great many
tourists the waikato riverriver scenery is
also very interesting
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TRAVELING IN TEXAS

HONEY GROVE texas april ath 1896
your ever welcome paper which

comes twice a week is appreciated very
much in this part it is like hearing from
a dear friend at home and with your
permission I1 will drop you a few I1linesines
so that your readers may know how the
lord is opening up the lone star state
and preparing the hearts of the people
to receive the precious truths of the ever-
lasting gospel

I1 left my home january 1895 for
a mission to texas and alterafter
into the missionary field for about three
months with elder S H wells of st
george I1 was assigned to labor in fannin
county texas on may elder
S R and the writer started to
their field of labor where we worked
until july ath making friends and re-
moving prejudice while ththee people

were hospitable to us yet none were
touched with the spirit of conviction al
though they investigated our doctrine 1

and while aney could not deny any of it
yet they would try to console themselves
by trying to believe that part otof it was
done away

there we met the other elders of
texas at the grubbs school house in
hopkins county with a hearty hand
shake a loving spirit otof unity and a wel-
come to those who had just come from
zion owing to sickness elder kilnkiin
ball could not be with us so our worthy
ex president A S campbell took
charge of our conference which was a
source of great pleasure and enjoyment
to all the elders who had never at-
tended one before the rain had fallen
in such torrents that some of the elders
had to be ferried across the stream to
bomecome to conference after an assign-
ment of new companions we parted with
tears in our eyes and with a god bless
you and success dear brother and
started for our different fields of labor

on july loth elder R H smith and
your humble servant landed back in
fannin county where we held several
meetings and revisited friends as we
were instructed then because of the
hot weather and other reasons we were
advised to find a place where we could
stay for awhile as the chills and fever
were raging very badly also other dis-
eases common in texas during the sum-
mer season and the elders from the
pure mountain valleys could not stand
the summer heat in the south many
otof the elders were stricken down with
ill health until it seemed as though
satan was going to stop our progress in
this part of the vineyard but of this no-
ble little army there were nope but
what held out to the very last not willing
to give up although some of us had as
many as thirty chills and some of us lay i

as long as three weeks with the mamalariallaried 3
fever and one gave his life for the cause
his faith never falteringtaltering A dark gloom
was thrown over the poor weak elders
of the lone star state but they were
steadfast to duty

at vansickle hunt co texas no-
vember 3rdard fourteen humble elders
were seated in a semicircle on some
logs prepared for the occasion in thesthe
woods hard lbby the schoolhouse and
in which conference was to be held to
receive the much needed instructions
from our worthy president E S kimball
he showed us our weakness one being
the money we were carrying instead ofif
going without purse or scrip and putting
our faith in our heavenly father to raise
up funds to take care of us I1 will not
say all were that way but for one I1 was
in that condition to some extent and in-
stead of making converts we only made
friends enough to take care of us our
president elder kimball told us that if
we would keep the word of wisdom and
commandments of god and travel with-
out purse or scrip then instead of going
up to a man and fearing and trtremblingemblin
to get to stay over night with him anethe
spirit of god would tell us where to0 go
ana we would be bold and fearless of
man s arm and we would have friends
raised up to us in time of need and
gouid make lots olof converts

elder campbell was taken to work in
the office at chattanooga and A C
dalby succeeded him as president of
the texas conference the elders were
all assigned their fields of labor but
when it came to me I1 was to go alone


