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livefive miles up the ban rafi

river crossing that stream some
thirty odd times and came so
nearbear famishing for a drink
of water that my litelife was nearly
despaired off

buybur said one of the company who
bad also traveled in america why
bidet you drink out of the river which
you say you crossed so often

how in the world could I1 do that
without a tin was we prompt re-
ply

up to lord BeresBerea fordsfordYs ranch WOwe
hadbad followed a rough wagon road but
at the crossing of the rio san pedro
we left this and struck out for the top
of the mountain on a trail winding
our way up through narrow canyons
crossing a number of very steep hills
and gropgropingingi our way through the
heavy timbers we at length reached
the top of the sierra madres which tois
the boundary line between the states of
chihuahua and sonora rodand which at
this point Is perhaps feet above
the level of the sea itif the ascent on
the east side of the grand old moun-
tains was steep the descent on the west
adde was still more so for the
first mile or so we could not
think of riding our animals and it
was even with considerable difficulty
that we succeeded in leading our
horses down the awful steep mountain
sideide at length we reached a small
spring in which one of the tributributariestributatarterries
ofatthethe lavisiebavispe river rises and after
watering our animals wwis continued
our descent crossing several mountain
ridges and going down canyons so
narrow that we hadbad to ride along the

adeep mountain slope to keep out of the
water we soon reached the celebrated
doebos cabezoscabazos two heads mines from
which the precious ore is shipped over
the mountains on08 the booksbacks of burros a
mode of freighting which costs the
owners 8030 per ton and this is only
foxfor a distance of about twenty five
miles from the mines to carregancarretasCarretas a
ranch situated near the foot of the
mountains on the chihuahua odebide
promfrom there to doming the nearest
railway station a distance of miles
another 20 per ton is paid to have
the ore taken in wagons and then
Is added the expenses of freighting by
rail to denver colo or other points
where the ore receives the proper
treatment of course the mine tois a
very rich one0 ne or it wouldwon id nevernever pay i to
shipah ip the ore at such an enormous ex
pense the possession of suchouch a valu-
able mine has cost the lowloss of several
lives As we crossed the last hill be-
fore arriving at thebe mine we noticed
a grave on the mountain slopeelope which
was apparently only a few days old
and going a short distance we saw still
another new grave this was enough
to ajouearoue our interest and particularly
that of elder vanoevance our guide who
had been through here on former occa-
sions when no such graves were seen
onadu making inquiries alterafter reaching the
ninemine we soon learned that a few days

before our arrival a mr harper one of
twoawe brothers who own the DOSdoe ca
bezos mine and jackson reddingbedding the
owner of an quarreled
and tbthat after indulging in the use of
foul and abusive language both men
drew their pistols and fired almost
simultaneously with fatal effect both
foil to wethe ground and in this helpless
condition continued tote fire upon each

other with deathly effect until they
were dead one mexican laborer waswai
also severely wounded in the affair
some of the mexicans in telling the
storyetory of the shooting asserted emphat-
ically that the men continued to shoot
after they were dead so desperate and
maddened were they some years ago
a partner of the harper brothers was
killed while having considerable
money about his person the crime
was laid to the mexicans but suspicion
rested upon the two harpers who by
that death became the soleboie owners of
the mine there is now only one of
the original partners or owners of this
extraordinarily rich DOS cabels mine
left and he is at present absent on a
visit to europe

we encamped for the night in the
canyon about three miles below the
mines having traveled during the day
about forty miles in crowingcrossing the
sierra madres I1 had occasion to ad
mire some of the finest and tallest
forest trees that I1 ever saw pines one
hundred feet high and as pretty ana
straightbt as anything toio the shape of a
treeiree could possibly be were seen on
every hand and down in the canyon
on the louora side of the mountain
beautiful cedars varying in height
from 75 to feet abounded they
were nearly asan straight and perfect as
the pines

continuing our journey on the
we soon reached a lower latitude where
the vegetation and natural features of
tue country were altogether different
to that which we bad witnessed at the
higher altitude all the plants and
grasses characteristic of a semitropicalsemi tropical
zone flourishedduri shed here the cantup
loslo huasshuse the prickly pear and
nearly all other species otof thorny
plants in all their different huesbues and
varieties covered the gracd mountain
slopes at length we descended an
unusually steep bill and found our
relves on a river of which brother
vance had forgotten the name but it
is one of the main tributariestributa ries of the
bavispe river following this stream
through a canyon which cuts through
a chain of mountains we beholdbeheld the
upper valley of the bavispeBavi where
there are three quite important mexi-
can towns the principal cne of these
bavispeBavi was almost totally destroyed

oydy an earthquake a lowfew years ago
when the shocks cammencommencedced nearly
the entire population sought refuge in
the catholic church thinking they
would be safe inside the edifice which
they considered sacred but while
hundreds of people were massed lain the
building and others were strivingtriving hard
to gain an admittance an officer on the
outside pleading with the people not to
enter the church fell and crushed
under its adobe walls the in-
matesmates killing nearly all of them this
catastrophe happened early in may
1887 soon after our people had
settlednettled in mexico bavispe is one
of those isolated mexican towns
whose inhabitants get solace in the
civilization of the century until
quite recently no vehicle of any dode

hadbad been seen in the old
town andnd I1 was told that when our
brethbrethrenbrethrenrn first brought wagons through
their country men women and
children would turn out in large num-
bers to wesee the curious sight before
them s they would gaze upon the
revolution of an ordinary wagon wheel

with as much interest as some of usua
perhaps would witness a circus par-
ade or anything of that kind until
quite recently all the freighting has
been done on the backs of burros and
the farming carried on in theche
old middle age style plowing with a
forked stick laIs still very common
among the mexicans though some of
them even in this secluded valley
have adopted the use of the american
plowblow and other modern farming imple-
ments

twenty five miles below the mexi-
canan town of bavispe is the infant mor-
mon colony known as oaxaca which
was founded two years ago by
george C williams familiarly
known as parson williamswilliamo PPP and
others we reached our friends in this
colony late in the evening having fol-
lowed the canyon of the bavispe the
last fifteen milesmile and crossed the river
twenty six times kinoe leaving cave
valley we had traveled about eighty
miles the distance by wagon road is
about thirty miles further

oaxaca Is named after a
mexican town in the mexican state of
thatmat name it is the birthplace of per
forioferio diaz the president of the mexi-
can republic the place was formerly
Kkoozonow n as the hordconeshorconesHoHor cones purchaseoe being
a concession to C E mollo K
a colonel in the mexican army who
sold thehe claim to george C williams
and others in 1892 the grant con-
tains about square miles of land I1
extending north and south about
twenty miles and tois about tonten milmiles
wide the baylassBay laps which tois one of

the main tributariestributa ries of the
river passes through it from southeast
to northwest most of the grant con-
sists of a mountain country possessing
only grazing facilities and only narrow
strips of land or a succession of river
bottoms in triangle shapes along the
stream are adapted for farming purposes
this valley in which our people are lo-
cating tois about nine miles longwith an
average width of half a mile but the
river in iitsis meandering coursecoure through
the valley or canyon cuts up the 1800
acres of farming land into thirteen
fragments none of which contains
more than acres in one body A
tOwtownsDeltete hashag been surveyed on a flat on
the northeast side of the river imme-
diately above the point where the so
called pulpit wash 10 puts into the
river from the northeast the altitude
of the river landsland is about feet
above the sea level and the neighbor-
ing MOUmountains rise perhaps to an alti-
tude of feet or more though in
the immediate vicinity of the river
they are much lower many strange
and curious formations are found and
there is some pretty natural scenery
along the river along which the soil is
very rich and productive mesquite
chino cottonwood sycamore ash
walnut etc abound toin the low lands
and the heavy timber hasban to be re
moved in order to make farms

the bavispe river rises in the
sierra madres about miles south-
east of oaxaca siadaud takestaken a northeast-
erly course thence westwent and thence
south and Lsouthwestcouth west until it falls into
the river in its meanderings
and general course through different
mountain chains it resembles the bear
river in utah very much the course
of the stream as marked on most of the
maps of mexico asaa published in the


