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commissioner robertsonRoberteon their
organ nonoww attempts I1inn two cocolumnsluin us
and a half of incoherentinc ravings to
defend them andami misrepresent the
declaration this was to be
expected no one supposed
that anything the president
of the church could do or say would
please or satisfy the kind of persons
who daily slander good men and
for argument heap vile abuse upon
thetheirr opposeopponentsats no matter what may
be the subject in dispute the dec-
larationla was not published to please
them or with auyany consideration con-
cerning them

but we will notice one or two
of their pretended objectobjectionslons which
are sufficiently respectable to be
quoted in our colucolumnscolunannsns here tois
one

governor thomasthoma4 had a right to
say that the language of the manifesto
was indeindefinitefinito because it was if the
editor of the NEWS was put under oath
te explain that language he would be
forced to say that it was the advice of
president woodruff as a man

there is not the slightest need for
any explanation of that language
it tois definite enough foyfor any person
that can read and he who on
reading it declares that it is simply

i
the advice of president woodruffuC as
a man 21 proclaims his own inability
to understand ordinary words or his
utter disregard of honor and truth
the language of the declaration is
713 therefore 09 president of the

church of jesus christ of latter day
saints 11 ttit is in his boffl ial position
as president of the church the one
man who can speak with authority
to and for the church on such a
matter as this that president wood-
ruff makes five definitedeti nite announce-
ments they are these

first he says the statement tele-
graphed as bebeingng in the commission-
erseriv report that forty or more plypluralral
marriages have been contracted in
utah within a certain period is
false

second he declares that the lead-
erseis of the church are not teaching
plural marriage or permitting any
person to enter into its practice

third he denies that any number
of plural marriages have been sol

in the period mentioned
either in our kremples or in any
other place in the territory

fourth he declares his intention
to submit to the laws forbidding
plural marriage and to use hisbis in-
fluence to have the members of the
church over which he presides do
likewise

fifth hebe publicly a his
advice to the latter day saints to
refrain from contracting any mar

ariage forbidden by the law of the
land

the document is signed by wil-
ford woodruff as prpresidentaident of the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints

with any person who cannot un-
derstandderstand this language and its pur-
port it is useless to dispute andadd
the dishonesty of one who deedeclareslares
this to be only the advice ofef wilford
woodruff as a man there is noDO

need to denounce
the tribune writer says in rela-

tion to the denial mentioned in the
third announcement above

6 ouroar recollection is that he says he
knows nothing of such nimarriages no
one has told him of them since hence
he knows nothing of them I1

he then proceeds to argue on the
basis of his false I1 I1 recollection that
is to call names and pile up pitr
ration which form the essence of
tribune reasoning beyerenBeReferen e to
the declaration would have corrected
this alleged recollectioncollectionle but that
would have spoilt the excuse for
this wilful misrepresentation

the objection is made that this is
not an edict by the headbeat of the

church pronounced in the usual
way who can produce any ednotedid
by the head of the church the
president does not issue Iledicts
the first presidency in matters
that require their concurrent action
do not utter edicts 11 there are
no such things in the church the
power of the priesthood is exercised
by persuasion by counsel by in-
structionst by enlightenment and not
by force command or constraint

president woodruffs declaration
comes with all the authority that
attaches to any epistle or other doc-
ument of a similar character that
has been issued by the presidency
of the church

A nother assertion of this utterly
unscrupulous sheet is that

it is not considered a crime by any
member of the mormon church to
commit perjury in behalf of what he
thinks isIB the best interest of the
church

to this we can only point to the
doctrines of the church as contained
in its standards and to the charac-
ter and reputation of its members
there is no personer soninin the church so
far as we are aware that entertains
such an abominable sentiment and
ifthere is his conceptions of mor
monism are the very opposite of all
that hebe has been taught by
the letter and spirit of his creed

the writer of the vile libel is18 but
reflecting upon others the image of
his own character exhibited
through a series of years in almost

daily wilful falsehoods and misrep-
resentations until doubt over-
shadows everything he writes no
matter what may be the subject
and we will dismiss further notice
of his latest disgraceful effort with
two lines from the article we have
briefly reviewed and which con-
tains his favorite epithet and his
stereotyped and most powerful argu-
ment

every man has his own status and
the sneer of a scrub has no weight 12

THEY WILL NEVER BE SATISFIED

athasIT has been telegraphed through
the country that the utah commis-
sion complained because the leaders
of the I1 mormon church iuin some
authoritative and explicit manner
had not declared against plural mar-
riages and also that those leaders
had continued in the tabernacle
and elsewhere to teach the people
the doctrine of polygamy these it
was made to appear constituted
two of the great objections against
the mormonscormonsMormons 1

the declaration of president
woodruff forms a complete answer
to this and ought to be authorita-
tive and explicit enough to satisfy
anybody

but it is not either to some
members of the utah commission
or some portions of the american
press the thing they have asked for
is not the thing they wanwanttandand if the
whole church were to arise and repu-
diate the doctrine of plural mar-
riage declare their disbelief in it
and if every man who has a plural
wife were to utterly discard forsake
and cast her off for time and eter-
nity it would make little or no dif-
ference to the hostility against the

mormon church and people
the history of the latter day

saints has demonstrated beyond a
reasonable doubt that it is useless
for them to attempt to pleaplease the
world or satisfy the demands made
upon theriathem by their enemies no
matter what they may say it would
not remove their opposition to the
church and their hatred of the
saints their encroachmentsencroach ments will
never be stopped by submitting to
their clamors butevery point yield-
ed will only encourage them in
their oppressionsoppress ions and increase their
determination to destroy if the
saints were to give up one tenet
alleged to be the great object of aver-
sion another would be objected
to with equal dislike and similar
demands and so on with every
point receded from until the creed
of the church would be elientirely


