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knewledge aud blessings under certain circumstan-
ces then surrounding me; I remember them, they
are fresh in my memory, and those acts have se-
cured a feeling in my bosom that never could
have been there had not those acts of kindness
created it. You take the same course and so far
#8 you have exercised yourself in the priesthood,

and secured the blessings and knowledge of your

priesthood, you just may work for your friends

upon the same principle, and if you consider the

circumstances by which they are surrounded aud
act so far us may be counsistent with your calling,
and if they have got the spirit that is wrong and
thut you perceive would lead to apostacy go to
work and see what they want, and see what por-

tion of information you can impart to them. If]

they waut those things that ure good and you see
that through their misfortune u:1§ weakness they
have got into darkness, try to get that spirit from
them, and you will discover when they have over-
come the evils of their nature, and secured their
salvation, you will find that you have bound their
feelings to ycu insuch a way they never will be
severed, and when you need a maniflestation of
friendship you will always find a friend in time of.
need. Now this can be done, but not without
some sell-sacrifice. We have just got to feel,
brethren, that there are otherpeople besides our-
selves; we have got to look into the hearts and
feelings.ef others, aud become more godly than
what we are now.

We should be bound together and act like Da-
vid and Jonathan as the heart of one, and sooner
let our arm be severed from our bodies than in-
jure each other. Whalt a mighty people we would
be if we wre in this condition, and we have got
lo go into it, however little feelings of friendship
wo may have in exercise at the present time. [ can
just tell you that the day will come when we must
become uunited in this way if we ever see the pres-
ence of God. We shall have to learn to love our
neighbors as we love ourselves. We must gointo
this, however far we are from it af the present time,
yel no matter, we inust learn these principles und
establish them in our bosoms.
see clearly, und that is the reason why Italk about
these matters in the style in which I do, for 1
wish to plant them in the minds of the Suints,
und to huve these things among their every day
feelings. 1 see that some of the Saints are laying a
foundation to destroy the confidence of their
brethren. If a perscn will allow himself to full
into temptation of this kind beeause others do,
and to truusgress the law of right, to come in con-
tact with things that pertain to the rights of his
brethren, and tranfple upon the interest of his
brethren, he may see the day that he will repent
in sorrow and not hare forgiveness as soon as he
would like.

Now leta person trample upon the interests of
br. Brigham, while he is endeavoring to do him
good, would he not find that his confidence iu
God is departing? A man that would do this
would just as soon trample upon the rights of the
Lord, ff.‘he is doing this, aud the man that will
trample upon the rights of h's brethren, no mat-
ter who they are, he will trample upon the 1rights
of any man, il he ean do it and get along withont
being particularly punished. If in our move-
ments and dealings with each other we are seri- |
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also iry to secure something for the intérests of
those that are around us, for there is a self sacri-
fice 1o be made for the interests of thoze with
whom we are associated. We see this in the Sa-
vior, and in br. Joseph, and we see itin our Pres-
ident. Jesus, br. Joseph, and br. Brigham have
always been willing to sacrifice all they possess
for the good of the people; that is what gives br.
Brighum power with God and power with the peo-
ple, it 18 the self-sacrificing feeling that he is all
the time exhibiting. It is so with others just in
proportion as they are willing to sacrifice for oth-
ers, so they get God it them, and the blessings of
 the eternal worlds are upon them, and they are
the ones that will secure not only the rights of
this world but will secure the blessings of eterni-
ty. Just in proportion as you women, you wives,
'sucrifice one for another, just in that proportion
you will advance in the things of God. Now il
you want to get heaven within you and to get
into heaven you want to pursue that course that
angels do who are in heaven. If you want to
know Liow you are to increase, I will tell you,
it is by getling godliness within you.

Let angels be here, do you suppose that they
would enjoy themselve here? They would until
| they felt disposed to leave. Well just go indivi-
| duals can enjoy heaven around them in all places.
' We have got to go to work and do this;we must go
to work and establish heaven upon this earth,
notwithstanding the evils that-are around us, the
(devils that are around us, and notwithstanding
 the wickeduess that exists, stil we have got to go

to work and establizh heaven upon this eaith.

A person never can enjoy heaven un'il he learns |
'how to get it, aud to act upon its principles.—
' Now you tuke somne individuals, and you refer
'back to the circumstaunces that surrounded them
|20 years ago, when they were living in log huts,

wheun they had a certain amouut of joy, of peace,
of happiness at that time though things were
oancomfortable. Now they may have secured
' comiortable circumstances and temporal means

ilhut would administer to their lﬂnpural wants

unbappy, and more so than they were 20 years
ago. |

I do not leel to occupy more of the time to day,
but may the Lord bless you brethren and sisters,
aid may you think of these things and may we
love each other, and live so to exalt ourselves as
far as the Lord shull give us wisdom and ability
and secure counfidence with each other, which may
the Lord grant for Christ’s sake:— A men.
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DISCOURSE

By President Heber C. Kimball, Tabernacle,
March 1, 1857,

[REPORTED BY GEO. D. WATT.]

A more sensitive man than br. Joseph Smith
never lived, and that seusifiveness was in propor-
tion to the light he had. 8o it is with br. Brig-
ham, and so it 13 with br. Heber, and so it is with
br. Daniel, and it wiil increase upon himn as he
presses lits way forward and werks in the har-
ness and becomes used to i'y and he will be just
as good a leam-hmae as the Lord ever used, and I

ously tempted in these mutters, we have got to
know that ii is our business to learn to secure |
the peace and happiness of those that are uround |
ns,and never take a course to trample upon the
feelings and rights of our neighbors. Let a man
go and trample upon the rights of a brother and
tow long would it take him to destroy that feel-
ing of confilence that had heretofore existed be-
tween them? And when ounce destroyed how
long will it take to establish that feeling which
once existed between them? It will tuke a great
while. This is what we have to pluce our eye
upon; 1 feel it so; in all our thirking,in all our
movements and in our secret meditalions we
want to let our minds reflect upon the interests of
all around; and to eonsider that they have rights
und privileges as well as ourselves; we ounght to
have {his firmly established in our minds.

Now you take a man that is continually look-
ing after the interests of the people around him,
and let him feel to bless uuylﬁing and all things
that belongs to his brethren, and he will in this
way establish happiness in himseli and around
him. Let a man take the opposite course and
instead of blessing and laboring for the benefit of
others, find fanlt und pull down, will he make the
same improvement? Assuredly he will not.

I think the people are very good and that they
feel first rate towards br. Brigham and the general
nuthorities of the Church, they feel to bless them
all the time. At the same time they do not feel
in the way I thisk they might feel; but they feel
like blessing and actuaily do have = first rate good
feeling, especially when filled with the good spir-
it as they have been of late. They have not been
accustonied to make any sacrifice of a temporal
character, and 1 think they do mnot feel in this
way as they might il they had more understand-
ing. They feel to bless &ll around them and their
feelings o' kindness are first rate. Now this is a
very good thing, but a person that can take all his
temporal substance that is valuable, comfortable,
happilying and nice, and take of that substance
for the purpose of benefiting another, that is the
way I should think a man could show that he is
establishing those principles in himself. If we
feel thatit is our duty to go to work more ambi-
tiously than what we have done to secure confi-
dence, we will proceed if it is in our power to
yield temporul blessings and favors to secure the
frienaship of thosearound us. In this way and
in no other can we be bound together and man-
ifest that we have a kind and brotherly feeling.—
We must exhibit this feeling by our works and

m

ing God bless you my good fellow, and the next
day pay no re.%urd lo what we have previously
#aid but trample upon his best feelings and sever
them from us.

I feel that if we secure fo ourselves the bless-

‘descended from heaven aud encireled them round

'would begin to know God and learn that those
instead of shaking a person by the hand and sa}--'

know it.

1 will speak of br. Joseph Young, I often speak
of him; he is one of the most sensitive men that
ever walked on the earth, and that is in proportion
to the light he has, and if the Lord had not laid
his hands on him and said, “My servant Joseph,
be thou sick and go to thy bed and rest,” he
would bave been in his grave lonz ago, His late
sickness saved his life. Thal may be a curiosity
ta vou, but the best days I ever had with 1egard
to the happiness of my spirit have been when I
was prostrate on my bed and in reality could not
help myself. People will say, “O how I pity
such and such brethiren and sisters becanse they
are unweil,”” 1f perscns would appreci.le their
blessings when they are on beds of sickness, and
say, “Father, thy will be done and no! mine,”
there would be no room for that pity. When
necessary in God’s providences towards me, I
would as soon lay on a bed of sickness as to do
anything else, for we have got to l-arn that les-
son, I have to struggle and br. Brigham has to
struggle 1o exist here on the earti.

- I will say, not that I speak of these things to
boast, that if this people, both men and women,
would pray, and that devoutly before God in their
secie! p'aces, one quarler as much as br. Brig-
ham and I and br. Joseph Young do, you would see
different days frem what you see to-day. When
Jesus came to his people on this continent and ap-
peared in their m:ds!, they could not at first rea-
lize and appreciale him. They saw him and felt
the wounds in his side, in lis hands and in his feet,
and he tallkked with them and instructed them, and
chose and instructed Iweive disciples. And afier
Lealing their sick and blessing tljeir children, he
administered bread and wine to the people and
taught them to “watch and pray always.”” He
could not heal their sick, until through prayer they
bad become Linmble arnd got the power of God on
them. And when he had done this he said, bring
all your childien, and he blessed them one by one
and the power of God rested on them, and angels

about and ministered to them before the eyes of
the people.

What do you suppose we are going to do with
you? Are you evel going to be prepared to see
God, Jesus Christ, his angzls, or comprehend his
servanis, unless you take a faithful and prayerful
course? _D.d you actually know Joseph Smith?
No. Do you know br. Brigham? No. Do you
know br. Heber? No, you do not. Do you
know the Twelve? You do not, if you did you

men who are chosen 1o direct and counsel you are
near kindred to God and to Jesus Christ, for the
kKeys, power and authority of the kingdom of God
are in that Jineage. I sprak of these things with a
view {o arouse your feelings and your faithfulness
towards God the Father and his Son Jesus Christ,

ings and privileges of this reformation we must

that you may pray and be humble and penitent.

und mnecessitics, but if they have wnot secured |
frirnds,the good feelings of their brethren, they are |

When Jesus Christ came to this earth he came
to fulfil the law, and he taught the people to seek
to the Father with a broken heart and contrite
spirit, ard then whatever they asked he would
give. If youso come unto him, repenting and be-
ing sor:y for your sins, then he will hear you and
forgive you, and he will forgive this whole reuple.
Why? Because br, Brigham never would have
said to you that God would forgive you if you
would repent, unless he had received some inti-
mation of that kind from the Father and the Son
and the Holy Ghost.
the truth, and the Lerd will forgive you, if you
stop sinning now and begin anew to-day to work
righteousness with full purpose of !&eart. Then
{hrough continued faithfulness that "Spirit, light
and glory will rest upon you that br. Joseph has
been talking about this worning. |

I am speaking of these things to comfort yon,
for they comfort me. [ am talking to you of
nothing more than what I know, feel and have
experienced. What br. Joceph Young bas said,
is good. 1 feel very well in my body and in my
spirit, that is, I feel well in regard to the things
of God. I feel well, because there are some try-

Ang to live their religion and worship their God in

spirit and in truth. When they hear the servants
of God declare the truth here, they understand it
and the seed springs up and brings forth fruit to
the glorv of God, and that fruit will remain.
But there are others who hear the word and do
not conceive; they sit and hear the voice of God
speaking through his servants, and like the sound
thereof, but the wmoment they leave this place
they forget it.

Some say that they Lhave not faith—that they
cannot believe. What is faith? [t is confidence.
What is coufidence? It is faith. Some people
are striving and strivinz to get faith, when saving
faith is simply confidence in God, flowing from
walking in obedience to his commandments. W hen
you have coufilence in yourseif, in any man, wo-
man, or child, you have faith; and when you have
not confidence, you have not faith. I believe
they are co-partners, and the princinle of faith
and confilence is synonymeus to me.

I# you have not faith to deed your property
over to the Trustee in Trust, it is because you
have not confidence in the Trustee in Trust. 1f
you had confidence in him, you would have faith
in him. You wmay pay your tithing—you may
tithe your sage, mint and catnip, and this and
that and the other. and after all you may be
leaving the more weighty matlers undone. It is
not best to become stereotyped in paying tithing
and stop at thaty but if you aie going to become
stereotyped, 1 wish you to stereotype the whole
edition and let it remain so, and then go on and
make another., I do not object to your stereo-

typing one lelter at a time, if you will go on |

through the whole edition.

Inregard fo deeding over your property, no one
compels you todo it, I do not cownpel yon to do
it, the Trustee in Trust does not, God does not;
but he says that if yon will do this, that and the
other thing which he has counseled for our good,
do so and proye him. He goes to work and proves
us, as we go to work ani prove one another un-
der various circumstances. 'The Lord says, cast
in your tithes aud then your offerings. Tithing is
one thing, and offerings are another. Aud when

that 1s dene, consecrale your property to the | {ing your Bishopz lead .out and you follow?

church and make strong the hands of our Presi-
dent, and he will handls and distribute it to the
best advantaze. We are to betried in all things,

like unto Abraham, and God even told Abralam’

to offer up his son Isaac. H= went and built the
altar, got the wood and the knife, and was ready
to do the worlk; but instead of offering up his son,
the Lord said to him, take tins ram and offer
hin up, and put your son to usury and he
sball become a multitude of nations—his off-
spring shall be ‘as numerous as the sands on
the sea shore and as the stars in the firmament.
[t will be just so with the property deeded over
to the Trustee in Trust; every man becomes a
stleward and puts out his property tousury. The
principle of the consecration is to hold properly
secure and in the channel of blessings and in~rease.

Our property should not be dearer to us than
salvafion, and should freely be put to the best use
for building up the kingdom of our God. To il-
lustrate my ideas, | will use a comparison. Here
18 my lhittle finger, does not the blood go info that
finger as free‘.lf' and as fully, in proportion, as it
goes into my leg, or into my arm? Does it zal-
ways stay there? Does that little finger becoms
selfish—superstitious with the principle of idola-
try—and never restore that blood to the fountain?
No, for if it did the fountain would be weakened,
and the finger wonld wither, because of an inter-
rupted communication How can this church ex-
ist upon any other principle than that of free in-
terchange according to the dictation of the head?

"My finger restores back the blood to the fountain

where 1t again becomes impregnated with the
principles.of life, and then when it goes back
again 1s not that finger impregnated with the power
of my vitality—of my attnbutes? 1P that is a
fact, when we take the same course with the
things of God and turn in our property, it will
become empowered with the attributes of God
and his son Jesus Christand the Holy Ghost, and
of all those who_act with them in the eternal
worlds, and from them to us and from us back to
the throne of God. And except we become im-
pregnated with savinz principles as they exist
with God, with Jesus Christ, with angels, with
Peter and with Joseph, you may bid farewell to
salvation, every soul of you.

I wish that this whole people wonld so get-re-
ligion that br. Brigham and myself and other goad
men could always freely and fully teach you all
things pertaining to salvation, and show you your
condition, even as the Lord views it. Hare is
the kingdom of God, here are the Prophet and the
Apostles, the Patriarch, and all the leading men
of Israsl, and where is there a man in Europe, or
in any other country, who sprung from this church,
but what sprung from the authority, the life, vitals
and power of this church and kingdom? If he
has not got his power unfo salvation in this church

%

Bul br. Brigham told you |’
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he has not any power towards an exallation in
the celestial kingdom of our God. And those who
have power from the true source have not pre-
dominance over those who hold the keys in ad-
vance of them, for the kingdom of &od is a king-
dom of order, How can you become impreg-
nated with the Spirit and power of God, except
you become impregnated through us? There is no
true path, excepl 1o do as you are told by those
whom the Lord has calléd and chosea and placed
to direct youn.

I do not care 8o much whether you have faith
or not, forif you have confidence in yourselveg [
will risk the confidence yon shouid have in E&
And if you have lost confilence in yourselves,
you will not have much confidence in your breth-
ren; and 1a that case I want to know what confi-
depce you can have in your God? Tne Lord often
takes @ course to try the confilence of his people,
for he planted a branch of the olive tree in the
poorest spot in ali the laud of his vineyard, and
| he caused it to yield much fruit that was good.
Tnat was considered a marvelous work, and one
of his servants said, ““how camest thou hither to
plant this tree, or this branch of the tree?—for
behold it was the poorest spot in all the land of
thy vineyard. And the Lord of the vineyard said
' unto him, counsel me not, but go to and do all

things as I comwand you.” .

Now suppose I should say, here, John, William
and Richard, I want you {o go up near the arsei-
al and dig a well, and when you have dug ten
feet you will find water. They would be very
apt to say, *we have not a particle of confilence
in that operation,” 1 would reply, I do not care
abou! thaf; it is the well I want; and that will
afford water. ‘T'hey go to work without one par-
ticle of confilence in what I say, ana dig fo the
depth of ten feet and come to good waler. By
so doing, have they not obtained knowledge with-
out confidence? Yes, by their works. And Je-
sus says, by your works shall yon be judged, and
by your works shall you be justifiad. Jobn, Bill
and Dick dig the well, and f have accomplished
my design with them, though they had not a par-
licle of confidencze in me, nor in God. And when
they have found water they say, “that gives me
coufilence in you, br. Heber, and in your God.”
The result of their works gives them confidence.
1t may stimulate some of you to go lo work upon
(that principle, viz.: to do as you are told, without

' knowinz whether you will get water, or not

Well, go to work and dig the Big Coitonwood
canal on the same principle. Bezin to-morrow
morning and do not cease until that canal is done,
and I will warrant the water to come, and when
it cornes that wiil increase your confilence. Breth-
ren, will you ali with your Bishops lay aside
-everything that is not of greater importance, and
go 1o work on that canal until it is fnished? 1f
you will work, instead of merely saying you will,
and go to with all your hearts, it will be but a
short tune before you see the rock being boated
ot it for our Temple; and it need not be only a
few years before the Temple is built, wherein you
will receive your endowments and blessings. And
God our Father will protect us and give us good
peace, until we have accomplished that work and
many other thinzs. He will strengthen our feet,
and fill our granaries.

Will you go to work at once on the canal, let-
kf
you will, raise your right hands. [All hands were
raised.] IF you live up to thecovenant now made,
you will soon accomplish the work; and it will be
but a few days before the ground will be in readi-
ness for plowing and seeding, and God will bless
the earth and strengthen it to yield an abundance,
throngh your going and deing that little work and
ietting the water into that canal, sn that we can
boat rock from the gnarry unto this place, Let
us go to and do, instead of merely saying. That
15 drawing our feelings into the one reservoir.
Upon the same principle, let every man render
over hiis property with an eternal deed that cannot
be broken; throw it all into the bir reservoir.
Suppose that one puts in one drop, another two,
ano'her ten, and another a hundred, do you not
see, when you throw in your property—your
substance—into one reservoir, that it makes us
all one, and that you cannot become one without
this principle? You may work to all eternity and
never connect the branch with the vine, upon any
other principle than that of pulting your property
and temporal blessings with your spiritual inter-
ests, whnereby they will both become one. 1f
yon do not do that, I do not mean in one thing
only, but in everything that God requires of
you by his servants, if you do not bring your sub-
stance forward and lay it down at the Apostles’
feel, you will be stripped. Br. Biighun is the
ciief Apos'le of Jesus, and he is our President,
ir Prophet and our leader, and we the Twelve
are hiis brethren, and you have got to lay down
vour substance at their feet, as the Saints did in
the days of the ancient Apostles of Jesus.

Liook at Ananias and_Sapphira. I have heard
you read thair history a great many times, and
talk ahout it. They came with a part of their
substance, and-lied about it. You may do as you
have a mind to. In one sens®, we do not care
whether you lie, or tell the fruth. If you tell
the truth and do right, who is blessed? Is it any
one, but yourselves? Itis notl br. Brigham, nor
br. Heber, only in connection with you inasinuch
a3 you {ake a course to do right; for being mem-
bérs of the same body fo which we are connected,
it influences the whole body and the whole body
is blessed at the same fime. It does not particu-
larly make any difference with us, as individuals.

ou have got to render an account of every-
thing you have, for we are all stewards. You
Bishops, Seventies, High Priests, Elders, Priests,
Teachers, Deacons and members, where did you
et the priesthood and authority yon hold? [t came
from this very authority, the First Presidency that
sit8 here in this stand. There was an authority
before us, and we got our authority from that,
and vou got it from us, and this aunthority is- with
the First Presidency. Now do not go off and say
that you are independent of thatauthority. Where

did you get your wives? Who gave them to you?



