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THE BETTER civilization
i

A CLERGYMAN writing from the east
makes inquiry respecting a contrast
which he had seen in an eastern paper
and which waswar said to have been drawn
bytoy president young between the civil-
ization which exists here and that
which prevails elsewhereelsewhere he says he
wants to know the truth

auifyou have a better civilization than
ours hesayohe says you must have a better
religion we ought to adopt it for civil-
ization is modulated by ligionreligionie and
so on the other handband if ours is betterbettey
ththanan yoursyoura why not adopt oursoura I1 con-
fess that our civilization is far from
what it ought to be and that our reli-
gion does not affect directly one fourth
of our population

this confession is a candid one and
though truthful is one that preachers
will rarely make butdut it embodies
many strong points and points
which should never be lost sight of nor
shunned by remtreftreflectingetingefing melqmelt tiiefoundnidrid
er of the christinnchristian religion tittertd a
ampieample but great truth which the exlieexpe-
rience of ages has corroborated whereahere
he saldsaid a good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit neither can a corrupt tree
bring forth good fruit A good religion
will bring forth a good civilization a
corrupt religion will produce a base and
an inferior civilization this gentleman
states correctly that if we have a better
civilization herehero than exists elsewhere
we must have a better religion manuanmanyy
will readily admit this in the abstract
but bring them to the point and they
argue that our civilization is not better
than theirs or if we have features in ours
superior to theirs that they are not the
fruits of our rellrelireligionglngin they are the re-
sults of the circumstances which sur-
round us

when menbien can acknowledge that
their civilization is far from what it
ought to be and that their religion
does not affect one fourth of their popu-
lationVson they are in a good condition to
rakaak around them and examine with
care and without prejudice any system
that promises better results such a
civilization needs purifying0 and the

alxlx is correct which makes its
improvement dependent upon an im
moved religion one of the great obee
eionsafons to the religions which christen-
dom acknowledges as orthodox is that
they are content to sitait side by side with
everything that is viletile contact
withith wickedness of the most
abandonedab character they do not
shun nor shrink from on the con-
trary all their teachings recognize it
as necessary and even indispensable
their ministers instead of battling
fearlessly persistently and with giant
strength against wickedness in veryacryevery
form andinand in every class discourse in
silvery accents in such a mild placid
manner upon itsita heinousness that men
are lulled into the sleep af security in-
stead of being aroused to a sense of
their peril the orthodox religions of
the day are popular religionslons their
ministers court popularity they can-
not afford to forfeit thethie good opinion of
the wicked the result is wickedness
thrives and flourishes under their aus-
pices it permeates their civilization and
they are powerless to prevent its devel-
opment

this is illustrated in the towns which
kiark the progress of the great con-
tinentaltin railroad men of god servants
off jesus christ would soon finish their
eborslabors among such people as throng the
line of the pacific railroad Ttheyey would
either bring abo ut a change in theaon
duetduct of those folks or they would like
lotrot at sodom and gomorrah leave them
to their fate no true servant of god
could long labor among the corruption
with which the very atatmospherenaosphere reeks
iiiin those places if they did not change
he would be compelled to shake the
dust off his feet as a testimony against
such people and to take his departure
but popular ministers cancam dwell among
them and sanction by presence
these foul blots upon their civilization
and in the midst of orgies the most dis-
gustingguetinggutting talk aboutJesusand the
bloodlood that washes away all sinSIDI who
canmn reflect upon these things and not
entertain a feeling of contempt for men
who thus profane so holy a name in
such a connection and who degradedegraae
themselves while professing to have so
sacred a calling by dwelling amid such
surroundings

the system believed in by the latter
day saintsfaints is perfect but itsita believers
agrenot the aim of its ministers lais to

6

mamakeilke themselves and the people as per-
fect as the relireligionglongion of course when
this is accomplished sin will be subdued
contrast what has been done under the
civilization which it has produced with
what exists elsewhere two facts alone
speak volumes in favor of its superior
ly one is young men grow to man-
hood and when they marry theintheir brides
find them pure and virtuous the other
is a case of secret disease is not known
among the latter day saints in utah
these alone are proofs sufficientclent to sat-
isfy every reasonable thinking person
of what our religion has done here
without mentioning the entire absence
of I1intemperancetemperance and other evils

THE HIGH WATERS WEST AND
THEIR REMEDY

THEtue amciearticle on stagnant waters 72

which appeared in the NEWS of last
saturday week has ellblielicitedcited some fur-
ther information on the subject which
claims attention we had a call from
br edwin rushton of the oth ward
and received a nate from col J C litt-
le both of whom have been interested
in the subject and engaged in efforts to
thoroughly drain the land referred to
eoinfoin thothe visit and notenI1bad and subsequent
intemeteVeWlieviI1 with col litlolune and bro
rushionlonion we hayobaye obtained iliethe informa-
tion

informa-l1

to which reference laig made
As we believe the draining of the

land between this city and the jordan
is not so difficult an undertaking as
might bobe imagined colonel little en-
tered upon the work of draining last
spring with his accustomed energy
means having been raised for the pur-
pose and cut a canal from the west end
of north temple street to hot spring
lake to drain the bottoms of the water
accumulating there there Is a fall of
seven feet and two inches from where
the canal commences to its terminal
point at HotpringhothHotySpring lake which is
perfectly sufficient to carry the water
off and the work was prosecuted with
such energy that it was almost comcorn
pleated when the high waters of the past
season romroprosorose and compelled those labor-
ing upon it to suspend operations before
the canal was finished to carry away
the onentiretire volume of water that should
go in this channel however the canal
wiwillI1I1 require to be widened so as to al
low city creek to find an outlet in that
way instead of emptying into the jor-
dan as at present

to preserve the road running westivest for
thetile travel in that direction a leveelovee was
thrown up by the territorial authori-
ties on the west bank of the river so
thatwhenewhen swollen by the spring floods
its waters might be prevented from
0 in that direction but this
forced the water over the east bank on
to the bottom land between the river
and the city and along on the east side
of the river doing a vast amount of
damage and increasing not
entirely forming the stagnant waters to
which reference has been made to
remedy this the public made donations
of a considerable amount of means and
a large amount of work has been done
in throwing up a leveelovee on the east side
between the ath ward bridge and the
church pasture as well as in making
the canal alluded to this levee is not
however completed there being a gap
in it still to fill up and it is estimated
that it will require something like
to fill this gap there should also be a
levee thrown up between the ath ward
bridgland the jordan bridge onoil which
work has already been done to the
amount of the owners of land
between the two bridges would be will-
ing to aid liberally iiin constructing this
latter levee with the canal widened
and with these levees built from the
pasture to jordan bridge the land on
the east side of jordan in the vicinity of

i the river would be kept free from wa-
ter and would be very valuable as it
is perhaps the best sollsoil in the county

the importance of this matter is be-
yond question whether or not the de-
sired object can be gained in the man
ner pointed out and as cheaply as
estimated however opinion may run
with regard to the water west of the city
being a cause of disease scarcely any
one could be found who would object to
even a supposed source of sickness and
mortality being removed even if the
expense were considerable the less
philanthropic reason of bringing the
ground into available use also has its
weight anand we hope the liberality of
the public will be directed towards the
widening of the canal between jordajordanu
bridge and the hot spring lake suff-
iciently togtoy carryearry off the full volume of
water that can be taken in that diredirec-
tion and the completing of the levees
now partly constructed the territory
the county and the municipal author

atles we have no question would cheer-
fully aid in the accomplishment of so
desirable an object should it be deemed
the best thing to do and we understand
considerable meansmeans hasteenhas been received
from this source for the furtherance of
work already done
it hashaa been suggested to take out a

part of the water of jordan on the west
side about a mile above the ath ward
bridge and carry it to ththe white lakes
thence through the three mile hollow
to boas slough and from there to saltbait
lakeedke or to take it out at jordan bridge
and convey it to the lake but
there is a serious objection to this
the water of salt lauelake is found by
actual survey to be nine feet higher
than formerly and the tapping of jor-
dan at either of the places named and
carrying the water towards the lake
would result in the submerging of a very
large and valuable tract ofeflandland should

i the water of the lakalake continue to rise
and the mountain streams running
down the east side of this valley increase
in volume as they have for a year or
two past serious difficulty may
have to be encountered from the back-
ing of the waters but as this
is a contingency which may or may
not ariarlariseseitit is needless discussing itt
now we hope though that the work
of draining the land invthajhb neighbor 3

hoodlood of t aj city willIII be prosecuted
with energyfj vaypay aandanan0 pecuniaryecru I1ary

i considerations and thatatthetb t owners of
land in that neighborhood ththa munici-
pal county and territorial authorities
with the public at large will
adopt such measures and carry them in-
to effect as shall accomplish the great-
est possible good in the matter

THE MORMON QUESTION

WE hope our reareadersders will not be startled
at the heading ofour article we think
the subject is not altogether new to
them they have heard of it before A
contemporary in nevada the jreesereese
eiverriver reveille has discovered somesonae new
features in the question he promises
us a greater sharesnare of attention than
he hashis heretofore bestowed upon us
he says

now that we aroarc about to be freed fromorom
ahthothe0 perplexingrp exin lelegislationsiti0n attendattending the
susuppressioncpres i0n 0offgthee irebellionebe 0nvowvewwowwe arill11alqbe in a
situationit to deottodevotedevoto a little1 more ttime0 and
consideration to our mormon brethren I1

this is consoling to us and we think it
will be a relief to the readers oritsof its co
blunajurans it kluivill be a echange
after being surfeited with the long and
dreary leaders on political topics which
have been itsita principal matter for
months we are somewhat in the po-
sition of a blacksmith of whom we once
heard he was a burly stalwart fellow
bu good tempered his wife was
rather small but what she lacked in size
sliesite made up in temper she was a vix-
en her chief delight seemed to be when
angry to vex and torment her good
natured spouse she even went jao far
sometimes as to strike him one of his
friends undertook to remonstrate with
him for submitting to suehsuch abue and
asked him how he could endure blows
from a woman without losing his tem-
perper he replied that as it amused her
and did not hurt him he did not thinkthinh
it worth while to getge tangryangry about it

now if it will amuse the
its to bestow time and consider-
ation upon their mormon brethren 11

as it will not hurt us we feel assured
that the brethren will have no ob-
jectionjec tion

in the receRevereveillesilles judgment it will re-
quire something more than the comple-
tion of the overland railroad to solve
this knotty problem of mormonism li

it thinks those who have looked for-
ward to its solution through that means
are over sanguine we are happy to
find the reveille agree with us on this
point that has always beenbean our opinion
we could not think much of a system
of religion the perpetuity of which

I1 should depend on the constructionnon
of a railroad and it is certainly satisfac
tory to know that the reveille has a
better opinion of our system than to
think it one of that kind

the reveille is evidently splenetic
and the cause of it we can best state in
its own words it says

it is now becoming manifest that the
president of thetho mormon charobchurch a meremore
ecclesiastic authority has howertopower to control
its laity in their relations of trader and tatraffietraffic
evencven to their pecuniary disadvantage he
has issued an edict against their trading
withmith gentile and the decree I1iss
obeyed more implicitly than is a firman
from the grand pasha of turkey 11

it is too bad perhaps but we cannot
sympathize with the Bebeteille in think-
ing this a bad condition of things the

mormonscormonsMormons have always been just that

kindkind of people if they would have
been controlled by what appearappearedbd to beb
to their pecuniary advantage they
would never have come to utah tuey
certainly had first in misMikmissourmissourisour and
afterward in did appear to
be at the time a better thing perhaps
it is unconstitutional perhaps it is crim-
inal for a I1 mere ecclesiastic authority ly

to exerexerciseelseeise influence over people to in-
duce

in
them to adopt a policy that may

seem prudent and wise butut if it iaIs eorao

we have failedtailed to get that understand-
ing of it we do not think the Be
would object to being placed in posses-
sion of influence sufficient to induce the
citizens of austinaustiff to follow its lead ix
political matters and to vote for the
nominees of the party of which it is an
organ its editor iais doubtless a modest
gentlemaneitlemanentlemanieman but we think we do him non
discredit when we say that to wield
such influence would not shock his mo-
desty in the least

the reveille shows what it would do
with those who from it because
we will not trade where it says we caa
get goods cheaper than anywhere else
it has a punishment prepared for us
now we always supposed that every ci-
tizen had a constitutional right to trade
where and with whom he pleased innew bortt san francisco or evenevlevenn aus-
tin and with jews or gentiles ina all or
anyaty of thasethose places to suit his own con
valencevenienceenee andfind taste if the reveille be
correct we have been mistaken in ofirour
idiidlideasea for it threatens us with a penalty
fortor not trading to suit its notions itacknowledges that our refusal to patron-
ize a certain cla-eselassclass is a question full cfof
perplexities and that it does not feel it-
self

t
competent to indicate alinealine of policy

adequate to the occasion butonebut on e susursue
occurs to it and it putaputs it fofortigrt

for what it is worth to be candid wawe
must say that we do not think it worth
much it is the partition of our terri-
tory

wyoming territory is estaestablishedbUshed
and it is almost without population letiithe southern line be extended as far
west as saltbait lake city thence running
as far north as may be deemed tractablepractable
then a portion of our southern border
might bobe in time if not immediately
united to a portion of territory taken
fromnesfrom trew mexico and colorado and a
new territory created this course of
policy would forever as it appears to the
reveillesReveilles view deprive the mormon
church as an ecclesiastical body of
obtaining or wielding political power to
any exte-ntextent whatever of political in

weve basht would be di-
vided instead of concentrated as saht pre-
sent

averyA very pretty truly oaon
paper always presupposingsupposingpre also that
we arearc to sit still and allow the pro
gramme to bobe carried out does the

think that it is the sollsoil that
gives political power suppose we were
to be divided up into two or three ter
ritories who would be the people
mywhy1

1iff the cormonsmormonsMormons would be in
the mmajoritya as they undoubtedly
would be in each of these territories
contemplated by the reveille instead of
bendingsanding one delegate to congress
as at the present time they would
send kwo or three notzotot long sinco ne-
vadas senators thought they would re-
lieve everybody from all further trou-
ble about us and solve the problem
themselves and they proposed to annex
utah to nevada anaix influential gen-
tleman sent a to washington
that possibly harhadhat some influence in
producing a change in their views
they found such a move would suit us
too well we might become a state
and a power in the nation when thethey
least wished it the scheme received
no further attention the Revereveillesilles
plan is opened to similar objections
and it must conclude upon reflection
that the I1 knotty problem can not be
solved ioin the way it proposes

but why make that a problem which
is no problemliemilem at all this whole sub-
ject is a simple one and easy of
solution the people of utah mindnind their
own business this is their creed
they do nobody any harm if they
withhold their patronage from theirthearen en-
emiesamies and bebestow it on their friends that
is their indefeasible right others do
the same without question it is this
meddling dictatorial spiritspalt that has
made us all the trouble we have ever
had and it is that which makes us a
problem let us alone and we are no
knotty problem but vainplain simple loy-
al folks who love gogod and our country
and who are trying our best to honor
one and develop the other

the mineral product of great britain
and ireland in 1867 waswa valued at 43

or in gold


