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INFALLIBILITY, WHAT OF IT?

—

It 1s mony years ago sinpe we lie-
tened abroad to a setting forth of the
dootrine of *iofaliibility’” as vested ju
the pope. Probably many of the de-
{alie of the argument are Dol remein-
bered, but the gist thereo! way that be
was *the representative of the oldest,
the moat nohle, the moat wlorioua dy-
nasty the world bad vver geen;’’ that
besldes this he was Lhe representative
pf divipe rule and authorily, the head
of the cburch, the vicegerent of God,
It was furtber updersiood thst his
dictatipn in isaliers of failh and
morsls t2 the "*univeresl church,” wap
marked by the sttribute of infallibllity,
he belnz the pereonification of Jesup
Christ who was bt e Arat “*head of all
thioge unto the Cburecb.?? [t was alen
shown that ibe frue Catbollc was not
nt Hberty to Jlsregard the words of
the pope when he eapoke Qpon
matiers of polittos, for the terson that
oot jofrrquentiy political matters beld
# very int'malecpnnection with things
vertaining to '‘feith a-d morale?’
Bo 1hat se a gorollary, if the pipe was
jofalitble whernever he taught the
universul cburch in mst'ers of fajth
an morais, wherever politics touched
eitber apd he laught the church as
poue, he wae § [allinle In this alse,
‘Thus broadly stated, all good Qatholice,
it wen claimed, would be agreed; but
the llbersl ones, who #aid that tbe pope
bhad no right to meddle with politics,
‘“auld more than their prayere,”” and
those who further eald that 'the pope
could make mistakes in polities,’’ and
that therelore they were at liberty Lo
chonre for themselver, whalever he
mnight say on euch matters, were Dot
constdered fit to be membere of minor
prgaanizatione in the phurch, much Jess
of the cburch iteelf,

Now this was in coneervative Eng-
end, and probably would be unpala-
table to the American, judglog from
a thousand manifestatione, and a cer-
tain entipathy to ecclesiasticsl control,
even whers an influenoce may be
ueed or based on vastly more
iogical grounds, for most unbe-
Hevers would admit the Iunlimaoy
between molrality =sad faith, the
church and religlon being as mnch the
gnardian of one ne of the other. There
is, bowever, another phase of thought
and argument which occuples but IMt-
"tie mttention, and that 1s, tbat obedi-
ence i required in all departmenis of
lite, although it may oot be aeked for
or ex pected oo the assumption of any
glalm as to infallibility—simple ae to
the Catbolie believer, or perverted anud
misrepreseuted um that principle may
be by the entire Protestant world, The
exactions of obeaience are everywhere
predicated on sauthority, whetber in
the home, the school or the ohurch.
QObedience in lhe fret is never urged
because fathers uand mothers are
deemed to be '*“infallible*’—there must
be order,diseipline, restraint and obedl-
epce; pureninl control must he wun-
quesiioned; there muest  be re.
wpect to the voice of suthority. Anpd
a8 it s Ip Lthe bome, 8o It must be
in the sobool, in busipess, and jb the
cburch, Hydra-beaded rule wopuld be
as mouatroua and as mythical as the
fanecied serpent of a barbarous uge, for
the teacher is oot bonored and pbeyed
because he is Infallible Any more than

the Bishop, avd the scholar—the pu pll
—lietens to thie volce, or chaoe would
come again.

8o lbe good, devout CUatholie recog.
nlzes the volce of authority. The pope
to bhim is the supreme voice; ana while
tocal authority may be the medium
between tha poutifl and the pepple in
all general matters, yet the lasser
authority is also entitled to respeoct,
bonor and obedlevos, as the reprosent-
ative of the bigher; an: to opbey Is
pecessary, logioal, praicewotthy and as
pear sbsolute as thiogs can be. Yet
men do not obey their Bishop hecauss
tbey deem bim infallible, but because
te e I1n his spbere superior, he I agp-
pointed, and if the first autbority Is
divine 8o alwo ie the sepond, If the firat
anthority is from God, so {8 the latter.
It is bis to command and it Ils for the
people to obey, and Insuhordination
would be a8 fatal o the church as in
ibe hormoe or 8chool.

That this je trie in the pchureh as a
oghureh, i alsp true in the staté. Liaws
are made to be bonored snd executed,
and Do seculargovernment bases e Bu-
thority oo the plea of “infeliiblligy.?’
Liaws may be arbitrary and unjuest,
way ampunt Lo oppression, may, aven
invade the domaln of religion, of faith
and morals, as the people of these wval-
leye have found at n seripus ¢cost. Bul
there bas been ohedience, oot beorusu
courte were deemsd ‘‘lnialitble”—God
forbidl—not even bepause of diplomaoy
or of force; bot there wne as much of
an evolution of principle ln obeyiog
un unjust and tyravnnical law until
that wae repealed or becaumas obsoiete,
ag Lo carrying oul another prigeiple,
which wae Enown (o be right and true,
apd dJeemed Irrefragible and law-
fal until an adverse decls-
joon wae reacbed in the courls, and
probably even now LDie opinion mey
remuain uncbanged.

It le true nosuch protest may have
emanated from the'*Mormon Uburch??
o8 would bave doubtiess come frow
the Catholle chureh, uuder similar in-
vaslou of ‘*mettiers of feith apd
morale,’” nor bas tbe former Chureh,
whatever its plaims, a2 yel ventured
to protest sgainet acts of tyrsonioai
procedure in the bome or foreign gov.
ernmeots, as the pope did, when on

bebhaif of ble religious wubjects in
Poland yearsa ago, be stood nione amiy |
the civilizad powers Be the personifica. |
tion of right, liberty and bonor, ageinst |
the Coloesus of the porih. The argu-

ment gaed in this land has been that{

tbe Catbolio was disloyal; that be held
u divided alieginnce; anJd know-npth-
ingism was based on this, ap #as that
organization Called the ‘*Amorinet,*”
But is the Cntholio religionist less pat-
riotle tban the Protestant religiontst,??
pr pan either eay that the *“Mormon'?
religionist is less so than they because
he accepte Joseph Bmitn, Brigbhaw
Y usg, Wiiford Woodtuft or any other
man as the Prophet of the living God,
and {be pontift of hie Cbureh? Nuy,
does b~ not hold as n matler of con-
sclence the right to value the ppinlon
of reapecied leaders on politice ae
aflecting ‘“fuith apd morails’® ae does
the Catholio, the Epiecopnilan, the
Metbodlat, or the bumblest who in
alliunce with any church, respects the
opiuion snd counrel of his pastur as
equul at Jeast to that of the demagogue,
the ward heeler, pr the puartissno cf

declded type, whetbher you call bim

Demoorat, Republicar, Populist or
Mugwump? The question s pertineot
even now, is pot the mab Who accepts
his religipue faith aw from God, who
gives nllegiance to the voice of suthor-
ity, who seeks (o pgquare bimself by the
prineiples of rectitude and juatice,
and whbo would transfuse into
official life the abiding sense of re-
sponeibility to God aes weli as man,more
likely to be toneprruptible than the one
who only eeeks a poeition for what 1t
t& worth, apd works for the sufirages
of bis fellows that be may have a
comfortable berth at the public crib,
withoat a loftler alm?

[t would be a grand thlog in this
Territory, In the pew Biate, in other
states, in the generasl government, ff
serupuious, consclentious, incorrupti-
ble men held the reins of power, and if
these could couneel with their religlous
leaderr, men of sreal experjence ln
control. Would notthie Inure if possi-
ble, to the generni gope? The pope
swayn the meutality, the spirituslity,
tbe f‘faith amnd mprals?’ of many wmfi-
{lops;, be is famillar with power, he
kuows of buman nature, his experi-
ence is comparatively inflnite; organi-
zation, adaptation, success is written
in a unjversnl language on the fore-
beat of Lthe Oatholio oburch, and the
aame can be sald fn a jees degree of the
““Mprmpn?’ Church. Brigham Youuk
was “*aop Alouch”—be wss aRKing among
wen, e was a statesman and probably
more of a practics! exeoutive thaun bis
ustripus predecessor, Joseph Bmith
But botb could have glven points to
An¥ ephemera! President of the [nited
States, whose term usually expiroa ere
be learns to bold the reine of power, A
iife-long experience is that of these
great and prominept churchmen, and
it would be folly to deny ‘Lhat they
were not rajsed to tbeir notabie emi.
pence by the Divioe band, and that
they recognized this fact themselves—
indeed, that they sougbt and received
to varied degree, perchance, tboee
keys of power which are nu more es-
sential in eagrea than Jn so-palled
wseoular things—keyn which politicisns
ususlly ignore; anu eo this bases {izir
rule oo the ehifting saode of exped]-
ency, when they might base all pa-
tional progrese and greatness on ihe
rook of ap undisputed *“:nfallibilicy!”

TETON ITEMS.

TeToN, Luabo, June 4, 1895,

It might oot be amiss to drop a few
lines o give you an ides of how we
are moving in this part of the worid.
We have been loocsied bere for about
eleven years, and belleved that we al-
waye had very good times in cur publie
gathoringe. Mondsy, Jope 3rd, our
younyg ladiee s0d our Primary agreed
to bave 4 ceiebration conjointly, sod
at this senéon everybody being busy
thers was Dol & greal many expected,
But it was 8 beautiful day, sod every-
body turned oul, dressed in their Bun-

Juay suils. The eniertajpment cowus
sisted of sumge, recltations and
dialoguer, Ipterspersed with music
from the  barmonjcs uvsod, of

which we have the best one, I be-
lieve, in tbis reglon. Qur jargs meet-
tng bouse waos Blled tp overtlowing
aod only aboul four-fifths could set In-
side, It wus one o! the grandest poca-
sipne ever beld in Tetor, We bad &
greal meny strapyere visitiog with ue,
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