
THE DESERET WEEKLY
written for aw powpaper

infallibility WHAT OF IT

it IB10 many years ago since we lis-
tenedtroed abroad to- a setting forth of the
doctrine otof infallibility as vested inID
the pope probably many of the de-
tails of the argument are not remem-
bered but the gist thereof waswag that be
was litheabe representative of the odeeg
the most noble the most glorious dy-
nasty the world bad ever reedilbeen thtbtt
besides this hebe was the representative
of divine rule and authority the head
of the church the vicegerent of god
itil was further understood that hishie
dictation in neatmatters orof faith and
moralsmorale Vto the 19 universal church was
marked by the attribute of infallibility
be being the personificationa cation of jesus
christ who waswad V e first headbead of all
things unto the church it was also
shown that the true catholic waswag not
at liberty to disregard the words of
the pope when be spoke lupow
matters of politics for the reason that
not cintr political matters held
a very lot i mate connection with things
pertaining to faith a- d moral 2

sobo that as a corollary if the pope was
infallible whenever be taught the
universalun iveral church in matters of faith
and morals wherever politics touched
either and be taught the church as
polle be was I1 fallible in this alsoalno
timethus broadly stated all good Cathocatholicliot
it was claimed would be agreed but
theabe liberal outsones who raidpaid that the popenope
hadbad no right to meddle with politics

said more thanban their praprayersyero 11 and
who further said that ithethe popepapa

could make mistakes in politics and
that therefore they were at liberty to
choose for whatever hebe
might say on such matmattersterp were not
considered fit to be members of minor
organizations in the church much less
of the church itself

now this was in conservative eng-
land and probably would be unpala-
table to the american judging from
a thousand manifestations and a cer-
tain antipathy to ecclesiastical controlscontrol
even where aoan influence may be
used or based on vastly more
logical gfgrounds for most
lievers would admit the intimacy
between morality and faith the
church and religion being as much the
guardiantiu ardlan of one as of the other there
is however another phase of thought
and argument which occupies but lit
tie attention and that is that obedi-
ence is required in all departments of
life although it may not be asked for
or expected on the assumption of any
claim as to infallibility simple as to
the catholic believer or perverted and
misrepresented soas that principle msty
be by the entire protestant world the
exactions of obeobediencealence are everywhere
predicated on authority whether in
theabe home the school or the church
obedience in the first is neverdever urged
because fathers and mothers are
deemed to be infallible 12 there must
be order d ne restraint and obedi-
ence parental control must be un-
questioned there must be re

to the voice of authority and
as it isin in the home so it must be
in the school in business and in the
church hydra headed rule would be
as monstrous audand as mythical as the
fancied serpent of a barbarous age for
the teacher is not honored and obeyed
because he tois loinfalliblefallible any more than

the bishop endad the scholar the pupilcupl
listens to this voice or dobao would

come againagala
sobo the good devout catholic recog-

nizes the voice of authority the pope
to ham to the supreme voice and while
local authority may be the medium
between the pontiff and the people in
all general matters yet the lesser
authority tola alsoalio entitled to respect
honor and obedience as the represent-
ative of the higher ani to obey Isi
necessary logical praiseworthy and as
oearnear absolute asae things can be yet
men do not obey their bishop because
they doomdeem him infallible but because
liehe is in hisbis sphere superior hebe is ap-
pointed and if the first authority is
divine so alsoalao is the second if the first
authority isin from god so is the latter
it Is his to command and it is for the
people to obey and insubordination
would be asan fatal in the church as in
the home or school

that two itis truerue in the church as a
church is also true inIB the state laws
are made to be honored and executed
and no secular governgovernmentment bases its au-
thority on the pleapies of infallibility fil

laws may be arbitrary and unjust
mayday amount to oppression waymay even
invade the domain of religion of faith
and morals as the people of these val-
leysleys have found at a serious east but
there has been obedience not because
courts were deemed infallibleinlall ible god
forbids not even because of diplomacy
or of force but there was as muchbueb of
an evolution of principle in obeying
an unjust and tyrannical law until
that was repealed or became obsolete
as in carrying out another principle
which was known to be right and true
and deemed and law-
ful until an adverse decle
ion was reached in thehe courts and
probably even now this opinion may
remain unchanged

it is true no such protest may have
emanated from the Mormon church
asan would have doubtless come from
the catholic church under similar in-
vasion ofef mattersmatter of faith and
moral nor has the former church
whatever itsILS claims asan yet ventured
to protest against actsact of tyrannical
procedure in the home or foreign gov-
ernmentsernorn ments as the pope did when on
behalf of hisbis roilreligiousglows subjects in
poland years ago hebe stood alone amid
the civilizedcivIl izod powers as the personifiperson ca
tionliun of right liberty and honor against
the colossus of the north the argu-
ment used in this land has been that
the catholic was disloyal that be held
a divided allegiance souand know noab
ingiso was based ou this as wasfras that
organization called the amorine s

but is the catholic religionist loseless pat-
riotic thana the protestant sy

or can either sayeay that the mormon
religionistlonist tois less so than they because
hebe accepts joseph smita brigham
Y ung wilford woodruff or any other
nanisian asan the prophet of the living godsgod
and the pontiff of his church nay
does not hold asan a matter of con-
scienceeDcar the right to value the opinion
of respected leaders on politics asall
affecting faith and moralsalst as does
the catholic the episcopalian the
methodist or the humblest who in
alliance with any church respects the
opinion and counsel of blebis pastor as
equal at least to that of the demagogue
the ward heeler or the partisan ofcf
decided type whether you call him

democrat republicsrepublican0 populist or
the question lain pertinent

even now laIs not the man who acceptsaccents
hisbla religious faith as from god who
given allegiance to the voice of author-
ity who seeks to square himself by the
principles of rectitude and juanicejujuiaticestice
and who would transfuse into
official life the abiding sense of re

to god asadwellwell asaa Makanmoreman moreDWore
likely to be incorruptible than the one
who only seeks a position for what it
IsIR worth and works for the suffrages
of blebia followsfellows that he may have a
comfortable berth at the public crib
without a loftier aim

it would be a grand thing in this
territory in the nownew state in other
states in the general government if
scrupulous conscientious incorrupti-
ble men heldbold the reinsreine of power and itif
these could counsel with their religious
leadersleaden men of groatgreat experience tola
control would not this inure itif possi-
ble to the general gloogoon the pope
swaysawaya the mentalitylity the spirituality
the faithfaigh and morals 10 of many mil-
lions be laIs titA millar with power be
knows of human nature hishia experi-
enceeta ce isia comparatively infinite organi-
zation adaptation success isia written
toin a universal language on the fore-
head of the catholic church and the
ame canOs be said in a lossless degree of wethe
mormon 12 church brigham young

was no hohe was a king among
men be waswaa a statesmanteamanata and probably
more of a practical executive than bigbia
illustrious predecessor joseph smith
but both could have given points to
any ephemeral Preelpresidentdent of the united
states whose term usually expires ere
be learns to bold thebe reins of power A
lifelonglife longiong experience Asla that of these
great and promprominentinept churchmen and
it would be folly to deny that they
were not raised to their notable emi-
nence by the divine band and that
they recognized this fact themselves
indeed that they sought and received
in varied degree perchance thosehose
keys of power which are nodo more etee

in sacred than in sosc called
secular things keyekeya which politicians
usually ignore anu so bis baaba their
rule anthoon the shifting sands of expedi-
ency when they might bassbase all na-
tional progress and greatnessgreat on the
rookrock of an undisputed Oininfallibilityfallibility
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ltit might not be to drop a few
lineslinee to90 give you an idea of how we
are moving in athla part of the world
we have been located here for about
eleven yearsyear and believed that we al-
ways

al-
way hadbad very good times in our public
gatheringsgatheringe monday june 3rdard our
young ladleladies and our primary agreed
to have a celebration conjointlycoD Jointly and
at thinthib season everybody being busy
there waswaa not a great many expected
but it waswaa a beautiful day and every-
body turned outour dressed in their sun
ugly suitseuite the entertainment con
elated of songs recitations and
dialog uee interspersed with music
frimiram the harmonica band of
which we have the bestbeat one I1 be-
lieve in this region our barg meet-
ing house wanwaa filled to10 overflowing
and only about four could gotget in-
eide it was one of the grandest ocoaocca
lonaalone ever holdheld in teton we had a

great many strangersaugers visiting with us


